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USSVI Purpose and Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  

That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  

 

That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the 

elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from 

the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

 

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are 

Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Need a Ride to a Base Meeting or Other Function?  

Contact any Base Officer. All officers are listed on page 2 of the Puget Soundings. 
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 A sailor will lie and cheat to get off the ship early and then will have no idea where he wants to go. 
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   Base Commander’s Comments 

For those are not aware, this summer our neighbors to the North will be celebrating one 

hundred years of Submarine Service. The Submariners Association of Canada (West) 

has invited us to attend their Submarine Centenary celebration in Victoria.  The west 

coast dates for their submarine week are firmed up for Tuesday, August 5 through Fri-

day, August 8th.  I know that some of our members have talked about attending, so I 

would like to pass on some information I received, concerning the event. 

   A meeting was recently attended at Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt to determine if there was any pos-

sibility military accommodations at the Wardroom and Chiefs & Petty Officers Mess could be made avail-

able this summer in support of the Submarine Centenary.  The Base Personnel Services Officer and Base 

Administration Officer were receptive to the request and in order for an accurate assessment of the current 

accommodations they need to provide some additional information.  The information needs to be com-

piled for submission to the Base Personnel Services Officer by Friday, 28th February 2014. 

   If you are interested in potential accommodation at CFB Esquimalt, please provide the following infor-

mation by e-mail to cansub100@shaw.ca . 

        a.    Military Rank on retirement 

        b.   County of Service 

        c.    Qualified in Submarines - Date & Boat 

        d.    Current Association affiliation - SAOC, USSVI, SA, ISA, SAA - etc. 

        e.    Will you be travelling accompanied by your spouse for which accommodation will also  

               be required? 

        f.    For how many days will you require accommodation - what are the dates? 

Please be advised that your email in no way commits Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt to providing ac-

commodation and is solely intended to gather necessary information in order to make an assessment of 

potential availability.  CFB Esquimalt requires this information by the end of February 2014 so their staff 

may do their work. 

    The SAOC are also currently negotiating preferred rates with Victoria city inner-harbour area hotels for 

Submarine Week.  If there are any questions, or you would like more information, I would suggest con-

tacting Bob Emery, the SAOC(West) Centenary Chair, at the previously listed e-mail address.  I will con-

tinue to pass on any information that I might receive. 

 

 

Jim DeMott 

Base Commander  

USSVI Bremerton Base 

 
 

mailto:cansub100@shaw.ca
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Commander      
Jim DeMott 

360-895-0547 
jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Vice Commander 
Steve Corcoran 

360-471-2704  
stephenjcorcoran@ gmail.com  

 

Past Commander 
David Niemy 
360-692-5122 

ssbnswo@aol.com 

 

Secretary 
Wayne Sieckowski 

360-362-2064 
wsieckowski@gmail,com 

 

Treasurer                    
Membership Chairman 

Dennis Nardone 
360-830-5843 

dnardone@wavecable.com 

 

Chief of the Boat 
Wayne Peterson 

360-265-0266 
bronc4life@yahoo.com 

          

 

Chaplain 
Fred Borgmann 

360-337-2978 
office@ussvi.org 

 

 

Storekeeper 
Ralph  W. Harris 

360-876-0830 
rwharris@wavecable.com 

 

Bonefish Manager  
NWCPOA Rep   
Sam Swenson 
360-275-3638         

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

 

Holland Club  
Chairman 

Dick Litscher 
360-373-1838 

nolitch@comcast.net 

 

Fireworks Chairman 
Mike Friend 

360-308-0594 
mfriendz28@hotmail.com 

          

 

Scholarship Chairman 
John Gardner 
360-692-8994 

Jgardner@ donobi.com 

 

Base Webmaster 
Don “Red” Bassler 

360-602-0250 
up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

 

 
FaceBook 

Dale McVey 
360-981-1167 

dale.mcvey@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Western District 4 
Commander 
Al Durkee 

360-569-0507 
durkeeal@ earthlink.net 

 

USS Scamp (SSN 588) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scamp_(SSN-588) 

OFFICERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS—http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html 

 

Bremerton Base members and their guests were 

entertained by Cris Larsen, also known as the 

Great Cris at the February monthly meeting.  In 

past years, Mr. Larsen has been very instrumental 

in the organization of the Armed Forces Day     

Festival in Bremerton.  He is also a touring        

comedian, who last year performed 1042 shows.  

On January 31, 2014, Base Commander Jim DeMott had the        

privilege of attending the Court of Honor for new Eagle Scout 

Jaymeson Machen.  A certificate and patch were presented to       

Machen, a member of Troop 1570. 

 

Contrary to popular belief, Chief Petty Officers do not walk on water. They walk just above it. 

mailto:sswenson@tscnet.com
mailto:durkeeal@earthlink.net
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scamp_(SSN-588)
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Read more: http://www.navyrecognition.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=149 
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Explore the Blogosphere/Internet (or… stories you might have missed) 
 

Blogs 

http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html 

http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

https://www.blogger.com/profile/16221419340182626328 

 

Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301725556590883/ 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards/258934372620 

https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed 

https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630  

https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine 

 

Others 

http://www.myservicepride.com/ 

http://www.csp.navy.mil/ 

http://www.military.com/ 

http://www.duffelblog.com/ 

http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

http://www.ussvi.org/base/Seattle.asp  

 

 

A sailor can, and will, sleep anywhere, anytime. 

http://www.navyrecognition.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=149
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
https://www.blogger.com/profile/16221419340182626328
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301725556590883/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards/258934372620
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine
http://www.myservicepride.com/
http://www.csp.navy.mil/
http://www.military.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://www.ussvi.org/base/Seattle.asp


5  

 

  

 

 

 
USS Skipjack (SSN 585) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Skipjack_(SSN-585) 

 USSVI Bremerton Base Lt. William "Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship 

Dolphin Dash April 12th – Bangor Submarine Base 

Register at https://www.databarevents.com/dolphindash 

 

Registration 

Prior to April 10th 

$15.00 donation (no shirt) 

$40.00 Immediate Family entries received together (no shirts) 

*Pre-registration required by April 8th for runners requiring base access 

 

April 10 & later 

$18.00 each donation (no shirt) 

 

Shirts 

Shirts are long sleeve with unique Submarine design. 

Cost $10.00. Shirts not guaranteed for race-day registrations. 

 

Race Day Schedule 

9:00 a.m.- 9:45 a.m. Registration and number pickup in Bldg. 2700 (the gym) 

10:00 A.M. - 5K starts in front of gym 

1 Mile and 10K start 5 minutes after 5K 

Sailors Receive First FRV Coveralls 

 
NORFOLK -- Sailors aboard multipurpose amphibious assault ship 

USS Bataan (LHD 5) received their Flame Resistant Variant (FRV) 

coveralls Jan. 15, while also preparing for their upcoming deployment. 

  

Bataan Sailors will be the first in the fleet to wear the FRV coveralls, 

which are provided by the Navy at no cost to the Sailors. They will 

replace Navy Working Uniform (NWU) Type I and other polyester 

and poly blend uniforms while ships are underway. The NWUs will no 

longer be authorized for wear while underway, except for special 

events such as manning the rails, change of commands, or receptions 

held at anchor. 

Read more: http://www.military.com/daily-

news/2014/01/16/sailors-receive-first-frv-coveralls.html?

ESRC=navy-a.nl 

 

Sad but true, when visiting even the most exotic ports of call, some sailors only see the inside of the nearest pub. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Skipjack_(SSN-585)
https://www.databarevents.com/dolphindash
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/01/16/sailors-receive-first-frv-coveralls.html?ESRC=navy-a.nl
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/01/16/sailors-receive-first-frv-coveralls.html?ESRC=navy-a.nl
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/01/16/sailors-receive-first-frv-coveralls.html?ESRC=navy-a.nl
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USS Drum (SS-228) (AGSS-228) 

 

Gato Class Submarine: Laid down, 11 September 

1940, at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME, 

Launched, 12 May 1941; Commissioned USS Drum 

(SS-228), 1 November 1941; Decommissioned, 16 

February 1946; Placed in service, 18 March 1947, as a Naval Reserve Training 

Vessel in the Potomac River Naval Command; Reclassified Auxiliary Research 

Submarine, (AGSS-228) 1 December 1962; Placed out of service in 1962; Laid up in the Atlantic Reserve 

Fleet, New London; Struck from the Naval Register, 30 June 1968; Final Disposition, sold to become a 

floating memorial at Mobile, AL., 14 April 1969. Drum received 12 battle stars for World War II service. 

Specifications: Displacement, Surfaced: 1,526 t., Submerged: 2,410 t.; Length 311' 10"; Beam 27' 3"; Draft 

15' 2"; Speed, Surfaced 20.25 kts, Submerged 8.75 kts; Complement 6 officers, 54 enlished; Operating 

Depth, 300 ft; Submerged Endurance, 48 hrs at 2 kts; Patrol Endurance 75 days; Cruising Range, 11,000 

miles surfaced at 10 kts; Armament, ten 21" torpedo tubes, six forward, four aft, 24 torpedoes, one 3"/50 

deck gun, two .50 cal. machine guns, two .30 cal. machine guns; Propulsion, diesel electric reduction gear 

with four Fairbanks-Morse diesel engines, 5400 hp, Fuel Capacity, 94,400 gals., four Elliot Motor Co., 

electric motors, 2740 hp, two 126-cell main storage batteries, twin screws. 

 Radio Call Sign: November - India - Tango - Golf 
 

"The Drum can't be beat!" http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xDVSn2JL10 

The USS Drum (SS-228), a Gato-class diesel-electric submarine, has been at home in Mobile, Alabama for nearly 

40 years now. Since opening as a museum on July 4, 1969, the Drum has been a silent reminder to thousands of 

visitors of the 52 submarines and over 3,600 submariners who made the ultimate sacrifice in WWII. Still, many 

people throughout the southeast United States have no idea such a rare naval WWII icon is right in their own back 

yard. 

Now residing on land nearby the USS Alabama (BB-60) battleship in Battleship Memorial Park lies the USS Drum 

(SS-228), the oldest American WWII submarine in existence. Why not plan a trip to Battleship Memorial Park in 

Mobile, Alabama where you can get inside of a WWII-era battleship and the USS Drum submarine? See the Visitor 

Info page here for more information on visiting Battleship Memorial Park as well as the surrounding area. 

Use the navigational links at the top of each page to learn about her past, her present, and her future. The Drum has 

an impressive history and a lot of character. After looking over this website I hope that you will feel motivated to pay 

her a visit and maybe even help out with her upkeep. 

You can find the USS Drum (SS-228) at the following coordinates: Latitude +30°40'52.40" North, Longitude -88°

01'00.00" West. 

 

Read more: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gato_class_submarine   

Read more http://www.drum228.org/index.html   

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbiFB_OZIE 
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Never play a drinking game which involves the loser paying for all the drinks. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xDVSn2JL10
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gato_class_submarine
http://www.ussalabama.com/
http://www.drum228.org/visit.html
http://www.drum228.org/visit.html
http://www.drum228.org/visit.html
http://www.drum228.org/help.html
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=30+40+52.40+N+88+01+00.00+W&mrt=all&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=53.212719,114.257812&ie=UTF8&g=30+40+52.40+N+88+01+00.00+W&ll=30.681243,-88.016667&spn=0.007132,0.013947&t=h&z=17
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=30+40+52.40+N+88+01+00.00+W&mrt=all&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=53.212719,114.257812&ie=UTF8&g=30+40+52.40+N+88+01+00.00+W&ll=30.681243,-88.016667&spn=0.007132,0.013947&t=h&z=17
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gato_class_submarine
http://www.drum228.org/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbiFB_OZIE
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USS Scorpion (SSN 589)  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_(SSN-589) 

Skipjack Class 

Throughout this issue of the Puget Soundings, you will find links to the Skipjack class of 

submarine. The Skipjack's design was based on the successful Barbel-class submarines 

that were based on the USS Albacore design. The design of the Skipjacks was very dif-

ferent from the Skate-class submarines that preceded the Skipjacks. Unlike the Skates, 

this new design was maximized for underwater speed by shaping the hull like a blimp. 

This required that the single screw was aft of the rudders and dive planes. This so-called 

"body-of-revolution hull" reduced her surface sea-keeping, but was essential for under-

water performance. Skipjack's hull was also a single hull design, where the pressure hull 

and outer hull are the same for most of the length of the ship. 

The bow planes were moved to the massive sail to cut down on flow-induced noise near 

the bow sonar array. This design feature would be repeated on all U.S. nuclear subma-

rines until the improved Los Angeles-class submarine. The small "turtleback" behind the 

sail was the exhaust piping of the auxiliary diesel generator. 

The Skipjacks also introduced the S5W reactor to U.S. nuclear submarines. The S5W 

was used on 98 U.S. nuclear submarines and the first British nuclear submarine, HMS Dreadnought. 

The George Washington-class submarines were based on the Skipjack design. The hull of Scorpion was laid down twice as the 

original hull was redesigned to become the first US ballistic missile submarine George Washington. Also, the material for 

building Scamp was diverted into building Theodore Roosevelt, which delayed her progress. 

Read more: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skipjack_class_submarine 

 

 

I Am The American Sailor (with Ernest Borgnine) 

 Published by the United States Navy Band on Jul 9, 2012 

  

Ernest Borgnine narrates "I Am The American Sailor" with the 

United States Navy Band at the U.S. Navy's 231st birthday 

concert, held at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C., on 

Oct. 14, 2006. 

  

The music was written by Master Chief Musician Jeffrey Taylor 

and the poem was written by Master Chief Musician Jere   

Wallace. 

  

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?

v=6hWPqSP31lY&feature=youtube_gdata_player 

Sweat pumps operate in direct proportion to the seniority of the official visiting. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_(SSN-589)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbel_class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Albacore_(AGSS-569)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skate_class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S5W_reactor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Dreadnought_(S101)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_(SSN-589)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_George_Washington_(SSBN-598)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scamp_(SSN-588)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Theodore_Roosevelt_(SSBN-600)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skipjack_class_submarine
https://www.youtube.com/user/usnavyband?feature=watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=6hWPqSP31lY&feature=youtube_gdata_player
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=6hWPqSP31lY&feature=youtube_gdata_player
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On Eternal Patrol 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 

their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-

ward greater accomplishments. 

 USS Perch (SS-176) 
Lost on March 3, 1942 near Java with no 

immediate loss of life, while on 

her 1st war patrol. She survived 2 severe 

depth chargings in less than 200 

feet of water by 3 Japanese destroyers. 

The crew abandoned ship and 

scuttled her. Of the 61 officers and men 

taken prisoner, 53 survived the war . 

  USS Kete (SS-369) 

Lost on March 20, 1945 with the loss of 87 

officers and men at the end of 

her 2nd war patrol. Probably sunk near Oki-

nawa, by a Japanese submarine 

that itself was subsequently lost. 

 USS Grampus (SS-207) 

Lost on March 5, 1943 with the loss of 

72 officers and men, on her 6th war 

patrol. She was lost in Vella Gulf, sunk 

after engaging 2 Japanese 

Destroyers. 

 

 

  USS S-36 (SS-141) 

Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on 

her 2nd war patrol. She ran hard aground on 

a reef and radioed for help. The entire crew 

was rescued by a Dutch ship after they scut-

tled her. 

 USS Triton (SS-201) 

Lost on March 15, 1943 with the loss of 

74 men. She was sunk north of the 

Admiralty Islands during a fight with 3 

Japanese Destroyers. Triton was the 

1st boat to engage the enemy in Decem-

ber 1941 off Wake Island, sinking 9 

ships, 1 submarine and a destroyer. 

 

 

 

  USS Tullibee (SS-284) 

Lost on March 26, 1944 with the loss of 79 

officers and men, on her 4th war 

patrol. It's believed she was a victim of a 

circular run by one of her own 

torpedoes. The lookout was the only survivor 

and he survived the war as a 

Japanese prisoner. 

 

 

Ship in the Spotlight—USS Trigger (SS-237) 

 

Lost on March 26, 1945 with the loss of 91 officers and men, on her 12th 

war patrol. She was lost during a combined attack by Japanese antisubma-

rine vessels and aircraft. Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and tied 

for 8th in number of ships sunk. 

 

USS Trigger (SS-237) was a Gato-class submarine, the first ship of the 

United States Navy to be named for the triggerfish. 

Trigger's keel was laid down on 1 

February 1941 at Mare Island, California, by the Mare Island Na-

vy Yard. She was launched on 22 October 1941 (sponsored by 

Mrs. Walter N. Vernou), and commissioned on 30 January 1942, 

with Lieutenant Commander Jack H. Lewis (US Naval Academy 

Class of 1927) in command. 

Read more: http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08237.htm 

 

Whites, coming from the cleaners, clean, pressed and starched, last that way about 30 microseconds after 

donning them. The Navy dress white uniform is a natural dirt magnet. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gato_class_submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triggerfish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mare_Island,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mare_Island_Navy_Yard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mare_Island_Navy_Yard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_naming_and_launching#United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_commissioning#United_States_Navy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_Commander_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jack_H._Lewis&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Naval_Academy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Naval_Academy
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08237.htm
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USS Shark (SSN 591) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Shark_(SSN-591) 

 

These people you never mess with: the doc, the paymaster, cook and the ship’s barber. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Shark_(SSN-591)
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The Navy’s Amazing Ocean-Powered Underwater Drone 
If Santa can harness reindeer to fly the globe, the Navy can use "hydraulic buoyancy" to wage underwater war. 

While you were out shopping Sunday for those last-minute holiday gifts, the 

Navy pushed ahead with its own vision of an underwater sugar plum: a fleet of 

“long endurance, transoceanic gliders harvesting all energy from the ocean ther-

mocline.” 

And you thought Jules Verne died in 1905. 

Fact is, the Navy has been seeking—pretty much under the surface—a way to 

do underwater what the Air Force has been doing in the sky: prowl stealthily for 

long periods of time, and gather the kind of data that could turn the tide in war. 

The Navy’s goal is to send an underwater drone, which it calls a “glider,” on a roller-coaster-like path for up to five years. A 

fleet of them could swarm an enemy coastline, helping the Navy hunt down minefields and target enemy submarines. 

Unlike their airborne cousins, Navy gliders are not powered by aviation fuel. Instead, they draw energy from the ocean’s 

thermocline, a pair of layers of warm water near the surface and chillier water 

below. 

The glider changes its density, relative to the outside water, causing the 5-foot 

(1.5m)-long torpedo-like vehicle to either rise or sink—a process called hy-

draulic buoyancy. Its stubby wings translate some of that up-and-down mo-

tion into a forward speed of about a mile (1.6 km) an hour in a sawtooth pat-

tern. As it regularly approaches the surface, an air bladder in the tail inflates to 

stick an antenna out of the water so it can transmit what it has learned to what-

ever Captain Nemo dispatched it to the depths. 

Much of the work such gliders do is oceanographic in nature, collecting data 

about the water’s temperature, salinity, clarity, currents and eddies. Such information is critical for calibrating sonar to en-

sure it provides the most accurate underwater picture possible. But there are additional efforts underway to convert such data 

into militarily-handy information. 
 

Read more: Navy's ocean-powered drone helps it wage underwater war | TIME.com 

http://swampland.time.com/2013/12/22/navy-underwater-drone/#ixzz2tbdeqd5F 

Read more: http://rt.com/usa/navy's-ocean-powered-drone-843/ 

 

Cold War Spy Secrets Under the Sea (Full Documentary) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDdEq6GGCEo  

Akula Class Submarine 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMAZMvjRptk  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akula_class_submarine 

Yes, it’s true, it does flow downhill. 

http://swampland.time.com/2013/12/22/navy-underwater-drone/#ixzz2tbdeqd5F
http://swampland.time.com/2013/12/22/navy-underwater-drone/#ixzz2tbdeqd5F
http://rt.com/usa/navy's-ocean-powered-drone-843/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDdEq6GGCEo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMAZMvjRptk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akula_class_submarine
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Battle of Midway Sub Action (continued from last issue) 

Midway Plan of the Day Notes  

FOR THE FLEET May 29 – June 4  

In all the stories you see and read about Midway, the focus is on the surface and air activity. Yet 

one of the assets the Pacific fleet had plenty of where submarines. Submarine activity up until 

June 4th of 1942 had demonstrated capabilities beyond what the original concept was thought of. 

Certainly intercepting warships and merchant shipping would remain the most critical task of the 

submarine fleet. But many missions would keep the boats busy as the Navy decided the best course to pursue the enemy. What 

follows are the actual notes about one of the submarine activities s before, during, and after the Battle of Midway.  

USS Nautilus SS 168  

“Although LCDR William H. Brockman, Jr., CO of submarine Nautilus (SS-168), had been given command of the 

boat without the usual PCO training, he foresightedly ordered his radiomen to monitor the aircraft search frequency in 

advance of the time in the operations orders. Thus prepared ahead of time, Nautilus intercepted the contact report that 

told of the enemy’s proximity. Nautilus would find herself in the middle of the Japanese carrier force, and cause such 

consternation that the destroyer Arashi was detached to drive her off or sink her. Arashi’s haste to rejoin the main 

Japanese force attracted the attention of LCDR C. Wade McClusky, Commander, Enterprise Air Group, the former 

CO of VF-6, who decided to follow the enemy ship when he had not found the Japanese where expected. McClusky’s 

dive bombers and the Yorktown Air Group strike arrived almost simultaneously over the Kido Butai, and changed the 

course of the Pacific War soon thereafter.”  

From the war reports:  

At 07:55, 4 June, while approaching the northern boundary of her patrol area near Midway Island, she sighted 

masts on the horizon. Japanese planes sighted the submarine at the same time and began strafing. After diving to 

100 feet (30 m), she continued observation. At 08:00, a formation of four enemy ships was sighted: the battle-

ship Kirishima, the cruiser Nagara, and two destroyers (misidentified, as they often were early in the war, as 

cruisers) in company. Within minutes the submarine was again sighted from the air and was bombed. Two of the 

“cruisers” closed for a kill and nine depth charges were dropped at a distance of about 1,000 yards (910 m).  

When the attack ceased, Nautilus rose to periscope depth. 

Ships surrounded her. Sighting on Kirishima, she fired two 

bow tubes; one misfired, one missed. At 08:30, a destroyer 

immediately headed for the boat, which dove to 150 feet (46 

m) to wait out the depth charge attack. At 08:46, periscope 

depth was again ordered. The cruiser and two of the destroy-

ers were now out of range; echo ranging by the third appeared 

too accurate for comfort. At 09:00, the periscope was raised 

again and an aircraft carrier was sighted. Nautilus changed 

course to close for an attack. The enemy destroyer followed 

suit and at 09:18 attacked with six depth charges.  

 

 

USS Sculpin (SSN 590)  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sculpin_(SSN-590) 

Three biggest lies in the Navy: We're happy to be here; this is not an inspection; we're here to help. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sculpin_(SSN-590)
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Go 

USS Scorpion (SSN 589)  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_(SSN-589) 

From the Editor 

This issue comes to you via both a printed copy (U.S. Postal Service) and digital copy if 

you are a Bremerton Base member. The digital copy has links to additional reading and 

video throughout the issue—just use the links to access—plus an additional article 

The Case for Submarines from http://www.navy.mil/navydata/cno/n87/usw/issue_6/

more_submarines.html which follows the printed copy. 

Calendar Year 2014 Issues 

Apr-May-Jun—Input submittals due May 1, 2014.           

Jul-Aug-Sep—Input submittals due August 1, 2014.                                                                                

Oct-Nov-Dec—Input submittals due November 1, 2014. 

Publishing dates will be the 15th of May, August, and November  

Thank you to all for your input and feedback – the input has been so great that I cannot use everything! 

Send submittals to Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com 
 

Every time you check your e-mail, also check out: 

 

 the Bremerton Base website (The Gertrude Check) for updated information on base 

activities, members, on-line news, and calendar at http://gertrude-check.org/  

 the USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

 and the Bremerton Base Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-

USSVI/295687423906027 

Dennis Wendt 

Larry Kramer 

 Ralph Harris 

John Norris 

 Tom Reed 

Gerry Drumm 
Paul Christofferson 

Bud Atkins 

$1 - $19.99 $20.00 - $29.99 $30.00 - $49.99 $50.00 - $99.00 $100.00 + 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit Citation 

Bremerton Base Boosters — 2014  

 http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

A guy who doesn't share a care package from home is no shipmate. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_(SSN-589)
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
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 The Past, Present, and Future — Pride Runs Deep! 

Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
1/30/2014 Dennis Nardone 

 

Life Fund: $30, 807.59 

Scholarship Fund: $13,624.55 

General Fund: $31,023.14 

Net Worth: $75,435.28 

 

Base Membership 
1/31/2014 Dennis Nardone 

 

Total Members: 285 

Annual Members: 52 

USSVI Life Members: 215 

Base Life Members: 202 

Holland Club Members: 144 

Annual Associate Members: 5 

Life Associate Members: 5 

War Veterans: 269 

 

Bremerton Base Calendar  
http://gertrude-check.org/2014CALENDAR/Year.html  

 
 March 1 (9:00 – 10:30) E-Board Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 

360.373.2296 

March 15 (10:00 – 11:30) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National 

Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

April 2 (11:30) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

April 5 (9:00 – 10:30) E-Board Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 

360.373.2296 

April 12 (9:00 – 12:00) Annual Dolphin Dash – Bangor Gym 

April 12 Officer Submarine Ball – Bangor BAllroom 

April 15 (19:00 – 20:30) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National 

Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

April 19 (18:00) Enlisted Submarine Ball – Seattle 

May 3 (9:00 – 10:30) E-Board Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 

360.373.2296 

May 17 (9:00) Armed Forces Day Parade – Bremerton 

May 20 (19:00 – 20:30) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National 

Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

May 22 (10:00) Tolling of the Boats – Keyport  

May 26 (9:30) Memorial Day – Evergreen Cemetery – Bremerton   

Jun 4 (11:30) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Jun 7 (9:00 – 10:30) E-Board Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 

360.373.2296 

USS Snook (SSN 592) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Snook_(SSN-592) 

 Navy, Electric Boat Test Tube-Launched Underwater Vehicle 

Groton, Conn. – The Navy and General Dynamics Electric Boat are testing a prototype of a system that 

would allow the launch and recovery of unmanned underwater vehicles and other payloads  from the mis-

sile tube of a cruise missile submarine. 

 

Called the Universal Launch and Recovery Module, the system houses, launches and recovers an under-

water vehicle, a Lockheed-built 10,000-pound prototype vehicle called Marlin, from the submarine’s mis-

sile tube. 

 

Read more: http://defensetech.org/2014/01/28/navy-electric-boat-test-tube-launched-underwater-

vehicle/#ixzz2tb9gSQUu  

Defense.org  

We train in peace so that in time of war the greater damage will be upon our enemies and not upon ourselves. 

http://gertrude-check.org/2014CALENDAR/Year.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Snook_(SSN-592)
http://defensetech.org/2014/01/28/navy-electric-boat-test-tube-launched-underwater-vehicle/#ixzz2tb9gSQUu
http://defensetech.org/2014/01/28/navy-electric-boat-test-tube-launched-underwater-vehicle/#ixzz2tb9gSQUu
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Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 18 January 2014 

Previous base minutes may be viewed at                          

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html 

 

Base Commander, Jim DeMott, called the January 18, 2014 

meeting to order at 1000 hours. Opening observances were con-

ducted.  35 members were present and Western Region Director, 

John Mansfield was in attendance. 

Bremerton Base Officers were then sworn in to their respective 

positions by the Western Region Director.  Base Commander:  

Jim DeMott; Base Vice Commander:  Steve Corcoran; Base 

Treasurer: Dennis Nardone; and Base Chief-of-the-Boat:  Wayne 

Peterson.  The Base Secretary, Wayne Sieckowski was not pre-

sent. 

Outgoing COB, Hank Hollis, was recognized for his long and 

dedicated service in that position. 

Captain George Norman, Commanding Officer of USS Ohio 

(SSGN 726) Blue was introduced.  He gave a great presentation 

of the workings of a SSGN.  He answered a lot of questions 

from the membership.  Captain Norman is a member of USSVI 

Groton Base and will keep his membership there as he is a na-

tive of the area and will retire nearby when this command is 

through. 

The minutes of the December meeting were excused as that 

meeting was the Christmas Luncheon. 

The Base Treasurer announced that there is $73,770.16 in vari-

ous accounts. 

There are 284 Bremerton Base members as of the end of 2013.  

There are 20 members needing to pay dues to continue their 

membership in the organization. 

Base Chaplain, Fred Borgmann, stated that nearly $600 was do-

nated by the membership before and during the luncheon.  The 

Base then matched that total so we provided nearly $1200 in 

gifts to the veterans at the Washington State Veterans Home in 

Retsil.  Santa, John Gardner, and his helpers:  Fred Borgmann, 

Jim DeMott, Steve Corcoran, Don Bassler, Ralph Harris, Dennis 

Nardone and Wayne Sieckowski. 

Shipmate, Dutch Kaiser, paid tribute to a previous guest speaker, 

Stan Everett, who recently passed away.  Stan became a POW 

during the WWII Battle of the Bulge and was rescued by the 

Russian army.  He and several others than escaped Germany to 

join up with allied forces. 

Storekeeper, Ralph Harris, and shipmate Joe Hanisko, hawked 

their wares.  Ralph always has new and usually interesting things 

to sell.  Joe is a member of the rec committee of USS Jimmy 

Carter (SSN 23) and brought some shirts, hats, patches, belt 

buckles, etc. to sell.  Some of the proceeds will go to community 

children activities. 

Scholarship raffle tickets are in the mail to the membership.  

Applications for the 2014 scholarships are available at various 

local schools and on-line.  Help is needed for the 2014 Dolphin 

Dash at Bangor in April. 

New COB, Wayne Peterson, has the annual Base Picnic tenta-

tively scheduled for Sunday, July 20, at the Bremerton Elks 

Lodge RV shelter. 

The Base VC reported on the new storage unit which was recent-

ly leased.  He also told of capturing the Traveling Dolphins from 

the Olympic Base with the Base Commander and four other 

Bremerton   members.  He then presented a Denver Bronco Ted-

dy Bear to the Denver-dressed COB with a few words before the 

Super Bowl. 

Bremerton Base has the old fireworks stand lying outside in stor-

age which hasn't been used in three years.  The E-Board will 

look into ways to destroy or recycle the materials. 

The February 15 meeting will be a Base Breakfast meeting.  

Breakfast will be served at 0900 with meeting following at 1000 

hours. 

National Office Manager, Fred Borgmann, displayed the banner 

that USSVI, as one of 5200 other supporters, received from the 

DOD commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. 

Western District Director and newly elected South Sound Base 

Commander, John Mansfield, stated  that this region contains 13 

districts.  Bremerton is a popular stop for him in District 4.  He 

reminds the membership that this year the USSVI will celebrate 

its' 50th anniversary with the National Convention in San Fran-

cisco September 1 to September 7. 

Dave Crawford won $44 from the 50/50 raffle. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1150 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, Dick Litscher for Wayne Sieckowski, 

Puget Soundings Volume 18 Issue 1        USSVI—Bremerton Base Quarterly Newsletter 

Do snipes ever get the grease and oil off their hands? 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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USSVI "Sub Vet" Scholarship Program 

 

The USSVI "Sub Vet" Scholarship Program and Committee are pleased to announce that we are now accepting requests for the 

scholarship application.  You can do it two ways: one, send your name and address and tell me if you are a high school Senior or a 

college student.   

The deadline for receiving Scholarship applications is March 15, 2014. 

You can contact me by email at hogan343@aol.com or by snail mail at USSVI Scholarship Chmn.Paul Wm. Orstad30 Surrey lane, 

Norwich, CT 06360-6541. 

Second, you can open the USSVI Web Page at www.ussvi.org. Look to the left for “Charitable Fund” in one of the blue boxes, 

"click on it". At the top in blue/green look for "Scholarships” and click on it.  Now click on "Application" this will give you two 

applications to down load which you will need.  You will then have a total of five pages or possibly six depending on your printer. 

Click on "Notes and Tips" which is two pages.   Page one is for high School and page two is for college students.  These are the 

"Hint" sheets you need to make sure you fill out the application correctly.   

If you have any problems please let me know as I will snail mail you a clear  application next day mail. 

Base Commanders, Please use the Scholarship Booklet as information only and not for  applications.   The document can be found 

in the document section of the regular USSVI documents and not in the Charitable Foundation Documents.  If you can not find it 

please contact me and I will snail mail it to you.  If anyone has any questions please feel free to contact me by phone, email or snail 

mail. Paul Orstad USSVI NSC  860-889-4750,  Hogan343@aol.com , 30 Surrey Ln, Norwich CT. 06369-6541 

 

USSVI Bremerton Base Lt. William "Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship 

The Bremerton Base United States Submarines Veterans’ Association is concerned that the 

educational potential for their dependent sons, daughters and grandchildren may not be realized due 

to financial constraints. The membership believes that all young people who are academically 

qualified for admittance to an accredited college or vocational school should have the financial means 

to enable them to attend a school of higher education that will allow them to attain their goals. 

It is with this objective in mind that the Bremerton Base United States Submarines Veterans 

Association has introduced a scholarship program for qualified individuals. Enrollment in a school of 

higher education represents a crucial step in a student’s career realization and the availability of this 

scholarship program will reduce the financial obstacles that might otherwise prohibit a student from 

furthering his/her education. 

 

Bremerton Base, US Submarine Veterans, Inc. 

John Gardner Scholarship Chairman 

PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465 

Note: My telephone number is (360) 692-8994 

My e-mail address is: jgardner@donobi.net 

 

Most sailors won’t disrespect a shipmate’s mother. On the other hand, it’s not entirely wise to tell them you 

have a good looking sister. 

If you can at all help it, never tell anyone that you are seasick. 

mailto:hogan343@aol.com
http://www.ussvi.org
mailto:Hogan343@aol.com
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 

SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           

Volume 18 ISSUE 1 Jan—Mar 2014—Issue Date February 20, 2014 

Permit # 92 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Submariner 

The Past, Present and Future—-Pride Runs Deep! 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Mar 7 Applebees 3138 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.308.8000 

Mar 14 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422  

Mar 21 Club House, McCormack Woods 5155 McCormick Woods Drive 

SE Port Orchard 360.895.0142 

Mar 28 Family Inn at Manchester Family Inn 2386 Colchester Dr E, Man-

chester 360.871.8199 

Apr 4 McClouds 2901 Perry Avenue Bremerton 360.373.3093  

Apr 11 Azteca 19045 State Hwy 305, Poulsbo 360.779.7427 

Apr 18 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 

360.479.0788 

Apr 25 Famous Dave’s 3276 NW Plaza Road, Silverdale 360.307.9999 

May 2 Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 9447 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.698.1557 

May 9 The Aloha Kitchen 10516 Silverdale Way NW Silverdale, WA 360.307.9740 

May 16 Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, WA 360.352.9888 

May 23 Everybody’s American Cookhouse 4215 Mile Hill Dr. Port Orchard, WA 

360.443.2979 

May 30 All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.692.5760 

Jun 6 Round Table Pizza 3276 NW Plaza Rd #101, Silverdale 360.698.4040 

Photographs-http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
11:30—13:00 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was    

established by the late  Willie Spoon for two equal      

purposes: to bring members together on a weekly basis 

to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the           

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     

contribution to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William 

"Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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THE CASE FOR MORE SUBMARINES 

by CDR Mark L. Gorenflo, USN, and CDR Michel T. Poirier, USN  

http://www.navy.mil/navydata/cno/n87/usw/issue_6/more_submarines.html 

 

In the five domains where our military forces operate - on land, in the air, on the sea, beneath the sea, and in space - 

undersea operations are the least visible. For this reason, they offer the ultimate in stealth and surprise while influ-

encing events in all five domains with minimal risk. Unfortunately, because submarine operations are virtually invis-

ible and highly secretive, they are least understood and most frequently under-valued by the public at large. This 

article discusses the unique value of the U.S. Submarine Force today and why it warrants more defense investment 

for the future.  

What U.S. Nuclear Submarines Do  

U.S. nuclear submarines conduct numerous critical missions - many in ways that submarines are uniquely able to 

perform. Although details of these missions are classified, they include:  

Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR). Submarines provide the nation a crucial intelligence-gathering 

capability that cannot be replicated by other means. Operated with care and cunning and deploying multiple sensors, 

submarines can monitor happenings in the air, surface, or subsurface littoral battlespace, providing a complete pic-

ture of events across all intelligence disciplines. They are also an intelligence "force-multiplier," providing tip-offs 

of high interest events to other collection assets. Submarines are able to monitor underwater incidents and phenome-

na not detectable by any other sensor. Since they are able to conduct extended operations in areas inaccessible to 

other platforms or systems, submarines can intercept signals of critical importance for monitoring international de-

velopments. The unique look-angle provided by a submarine operating in the littoral region enables it to intercept 

high interest signal formats that are invisible to reconnaissance satellites or other collection platforms. Furthermore, 

the ability to dwell covertly for extended periods defeats efforts to evade or deceive collection by satellites and other 

sensors. The intelligence gleaned from submarine operations ranges from highly technical details of military plat-

forms, command and control infrastructure, weapons systems and sensors to unique intelligence on potential adver-

saries' strategic and operational intentions. Our submarines can provide real time alertment to National Command 

Authorities on indications of imminent hostilities. And unlike other intelligence collection systems such as satellites 

or reconnaissance aircraft, submarines are full-fledged warfighting platforms carrying significant offensive firepow-

er.  

Power Projection - Conventional Land Attack. 

A U.S. attack submarine can carry a 16-Tomahawk land-attack missile salvo ready for submerged launch, with up to 

12 additional Tomahawks that can be reloaded and fired without surfacing. Typically, submarines provide about 20 

percent of the Tomahawk firepower in a carrier battle group. Because of their stealth, these attack submarines can be 

positioned to operate alone in environments where the risks would prevent surface ships and aircraft from operating 

without extensive protective cover. Submarines have become increasingly important to the Navy's precision strike 

capabilities. In DESERT STORM, submarines launched less than five percent of the Tomahawks successfully fired. 

During Operation ALLIED FORCE in Kosovo, Allied submarines fired nearly 25 percent of Tomahawks launched 

against Serbian targets.  

Whatever an opponent's ability to deny access to, or preempt, U.S. military presence, it can use these weapons in 

only limited ways against submarines. Coastal cruise missiles, tactical ballistic missiles, and weapons of mass de-

struction pose little or no threat to a well-operated nuclear submarine. A credible attack capability against our sub-

marines could be developed only by substantial investment in an attack submarine force comparable to our own. 

Accordingly, so long as we maintain our investment advantage, submarines will remain one of the most credible, 

survivable, and potent land attack missile platforms in our arsenal.  

http://www.navy.mil/navydata/cno/n87/usw/issue_6/more_submarines.html


18  

 

Sea Control. The United States is a maritime nation whose trade and military power-projection capabilities depend 

upon assured use of the high seas. Ocean transport satisfies the vast majority - over 90 percent in most cases - of our 

strategic lift requirements. Submarines are the quintessential sea control platforms, with proven anti-submarine and 

anti-surface capabilities. Several historical examples illustrate the power of submarines in naval warfare.  

Two world wars demonstrate that even submarines of limited performance are a major threat to sea transport. Amer-

ican World War II submariners, comprising less than two percent of naval personnel, sank over five and a half mil-

lion tons of Japanese shipping - more shipping than was sunk by all other means combined. Their campaign was a 

critical factor in the industrial collapse of the Japanese war effort. At the same time, a small number of German U-

boats placed a death grip on the Atlantic sea lanes that was only broken by the commitment of overwhelming sea, air 

and intelligence assets.  

More recently - during the 1982 Falklands War - a single unlocated Argentine submarine caused the expenditure of 

203 British anti-submarine weapons, with no hits. One British SSN employed in that same war sank the Argentine 

cruiser Belgrano, resulting in the Argentine fleet's hasty retreat to homeport for the duration. Had even limited-

performance submarines been used against the United States in the Korean, Vietnam, or DESERT STORM con-

flicts, or in our efforts to escort Persian Gulf tankers, the resulting military costs and delays in delivering forces 

could have been significant.  

Modern U.S. submarines - vastly superior to their historical ancestors - possess unsurpassed abilities to hunt and kill 

submarines and surface ships on the high seas and in the littorals. They provide our only assured capability to wrest 

control of the sea from a determined enemy employing submarines in an area-denial role. As a result, today's U.S. 

Navy, which includes nuclear submarines in its combined-arms anti-submarine capability, is able to sail freely on 

the world's oceans. In turn, the sealift needed to support power projection can be counted on whenever and wherever 

needed.  

Submarines excel at preparing and controlling the littoral battlespace for joint expeditionary forces, even in the face 

of substantially improved capabilities to locate, target, and engage non-stealthy platforms near land. By determining 

an adversary's order of battle and force dispositions before the outbreak of hostilities, they allow U.S. commanders 

to engage and destroy key threats decisively at minimal risk. Before an aircraft carrier battlegroup or amphibious 

ready group with nearly 10,000 Sailors and Marines onboard ventures to approach a high-threat area, a submarine 

can have already detected, reported, and destroyed major threats.  

Mine Warfare. In both covert offensive mining and mine reconnaissance, submarines provide capabilities that no 

other platform can deliver. The submarine offensive mining capability allows national leaders to place mines pre-

cisely for maximum effect without enemy alertment and with minimal risk. Mine reconnaissance capabilities from 

submarine-launched Unmanned Undersea Vehicles allow the submarine to covertly detect and report mine danger 

areas without risk to other naval forces. As a result, potential adversaries have fewer clues indicating potential loca-

tions of American expeditionary operations, and U.S. military planners are better able to exploit the element of sur-

prise.  

Special Operations. Submarines are an excellent means of clandestine insertion for special operations forces operat-

ing in the littorals. The submarine's inherent stealth and endurance, as well as sophisticated communications equip-

ment, sensors, and navigation suites, enable covert, precise insertion of Navy SEALs and other special operations 

forces close to their objective and provide a reliable means for their extraction.  
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Survivable Strategic Deterrence. 

Because of the invulnerability of nuclear submarines operated in vast ocean areas, they provide the nation's strategic 

deterrent more effectively and at less cost than other systems. Our TRIDENT submarines (SSBNs) now carry 54 

percent of our nation's nuclear deterrent using less than 1.5 percent of naval personnel and 35 percent of our strate-

gic budget. These Navy capital ships will form the backbone of the nation's strategic nuclear force well into the 21st 

century.  

Why Submarines?  

What is it about the Submarine Force that fits it so well for these missions? First, highly capable, multi-mission sub-

marines are cost-effective to operate over their service life, even considering initial acquisition costs. The rigors of 

submerged operation demand extraordinary quality control, while the technical demands of safe and reliable naval 

nuclear propulsion require materials, technology, and fabrication of the highest quality. These up-front investments 

pay dividends over the long term in operating savings, particularly since modern nuclear submarines have fuel for 

the life of the ship built into the nuclear reactor core. On a crew-size-per-tonnage basis, attack submarines are among 

the most efficient ships in the Navy inventory. They make up about 24 percent of our major combatants but use only 

seven percent of thepeople and 12 percent of the budget. Further, they require no replenishment-at-sea logistics train 

and no protective escorts. They provide pure offensive firepower at next to no cost in logistics ships or support infra-

structure ashore in foreign countries.  

Able to operate covertly when required or overtly when desired, SSNs deliver multi-spectrum capability to our uni-

fied commanders. These demonstrated capabilities have resulted in demands for submarines by CVBG commanders, 

theater CINCs, and the National Command Authority that exceed the number of submarines existing today or pro-

jected for tomorrow. We'll address that next.  

The United States Needs More and Better Submarines  

In the fall of 1998, the highly respected Defense Science Board published an independent study on the "Submarine 

of the Future." That report characterizes submarines as the "crown jewel" of America's defense establishment and 

recommends that long-term SSN construction rates be reevaluated, since "we need more, not fewer SSNs." In partic-

ular, the DSB believes that the force structure of 50 attack submarines recommended by the 1997 Quadrennial De-

fense Review (QDR) is inadequate to deal with long term trends in naval warfare that favor submarine stealth and 

firepower. It also fails to prepare for the rise of a peer competitor.  

The QDR based its force level recommendation of 50 submarines on fiscal constraints. Submarine requirement stud-

ies, conducted by the Navy's three fleet commanders-in-chief, have substantiated requirements for a minimum force 

level of more than 70 attack submarines. The planned force level of 50 SSNs barely supports current major theater 

warplans and the small-scale contingencies that are envisioned over the next decade. The surprising fact is that in 

many mission areas, such as ISR, there is greater demand for submarines today than at the height of the Cold War. 

Indeed, with the Submarine Force reduced by nearly 50 percent since 1989, the number of ISR missions has dou-

bled, due to the national need for unique intelligence in many new trouble spots around the globe. Today, even with 

force structure still above QDR levels, the Submarine Force is over-tasked and under-resourced, leaving theater and 

fleet requirements unmet. Further force reductions will increasingly impair the Navy's ability to perform critical mis-

sions and degrade the Nation's capacity to collect intelligence, prepare the battlefield, maintain peace, and minimize 

battle casualties  
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Thus, a 50-SSN-force level is an absolute minimum. SSN-688 and 688I-class ships, built at rates of three to four per 

year in the 1970s and 1980s, are the backbone of today's attack submarine force. They will begin to reach the end of 

their service lives in large numbers early in the next century and will be inactivated at a rate of two to four each year. 

To maintain the minimum QDR force level of 50 SSNs, the Navy must build two submarines per year over the next 

two decades, to replace the retiring SSN 688s and 688Is. If current rates of construction do not increase soon, the 

SSN force structure will drop significantly below 50 SSNs, and our Nation will be left without adequate numbers of 

submarines to meet either wartime or peacetime requirements.  

As required by the 1997 QDR language, the Joint Staff is conducting a study to determine the SSN force structure 

required in 2015 and 2025 for peacetime presence, national indications and warning, ISR, and warfighting. While 

the results are not yet available, initial indications are that they will validate substantially greater national military 

requirements than can be provided by 50 SSNs.  

VIRGINIA-Class New Construction and Evolving Submarine Technology - Dual Pillars for the Future  

Our need for increasingly capable submarines will grow as technologically sophisticated weapons, information, and 

detection systems proliferate. Future adversaries will have increasing access to relatively inexpensive, high-

technology systems, such as space-based surveillance and targeting systems, quiet diesel submarines, low-cost 

mines, information warfare, tactical ballistic missiles, coastal cruise missiles, and weapons of mass destruction. Such 

asymmetric capabilities will challenge U.S. power projection and place a greater premium on a submarine's stealthy 

firepower. While maintaining - or increasing - our force levels, we must simultaneously improve sensor, weapon, 

and information systems to assure our ability to defeat such challenges and to prepare our submarines to participate 

in the Navy's emerging network-centric warfare regime. The two pillars necessary to support this strategy are main-

taining adequate new construction of Virginia (SSN-774)-class submarines, and continuing a robust, ongoing tech-

nology program.  

The Virginia Class - Cornerstone of the Future Force  

Our new Virginia-class boats will provide all the capability we need today at an affordable price. Designed from the 

keel up with total ownership in mind, the Virginia-class development, procurement, and operating costs will be 

more than 30 percent less than Seawolf's (SSN-21). Substantial cost avoidance is being achieved through the ap-

plication of innovative design/build teams, computer-aided design, system simplification, parts standardization, and 

component elimination. Virginia also leverages past investments in Seawolf component development and 688-class 

modernization programs. The first major acquisition to utilize Integrated Product and Process Development (IPPD) 

teams from inception, the Virginia program has twice won the David Packard Award for Acquisition Excellence. 

The Virginia design provides the best balance between capability and cost and meets all military requirements for 

advanced SSNs specified by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Virginias will surpass Seawolf in stealth, mine warfare, 

special warfare, and battlegroup operations, while maintaining a robust open-ocean, "blue-water" capability. To 

maintain the required margin of acoustic superiority, the design has the flexibility to adopt future advanced technol-

ogies rapidly and affordably. Reconfigurable spaces, modular design and construction, and open systems architec-

ture enable faster and cheaper upgrades in future ships, while allowing configuration for specific mission tasking  
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In truth, there are no realistic alternatives to building Virginia-class nuclear submarines in quantity.  

Non-nuclear submarines are the wrong ships for the United States. America's Navy operates every day in the far 

corners of the world's oceans, often thousands of miles from homeport, and we cannot count on basing our ships in 

foreign countries close to deployment areas. Even the most advanced air-independent propulsion submarines simply 

do not have the necessary speed and endurance to get from U.S. homeports to the deployment areas in a timely fash-

ion, nor could they operate in support of highly mobile carrier battle groups and amphibious ready groups. It is in-

structive that when our French and British allies were forced to choose between maintaining their nuclear or diesel 

submarine fleets, they both chose to retain their capable, flexible, and robust nuclear submarine capability, despite a 

long tradition of diesel submarine success and an existing diesel submarine construction and maintenance infrastruc-

ture. 

Similarly, building or retaining older classes of submarines does not meet U.S. needs or save money. All of our lega-

cy attack submarines, including the Improved USS Los Angeles (688I) class, have limited margin for future im-

provements, and we cannot backfit the technologies needed to meet the challenges posed by other submarine build-

ing nations.  

Restarting 688-class production would be an expensive proposition, and studies have shown that the cost of building 

a new 688I today would almost equal that of a Virginia-class SSN but would provide far less operational capability. 

Moreover, we would sacrifice a number of features that bring the new class more reliability at lower cost - most no-

tably modular construction and open systems architecture.  

Building a succession of one-of-a-kind experimental submarines has also been suggested as an alternative to Virgin-

ia-class series construction. However, such a scheme fails to benefit from either economies of scale or the construc-

tion learning curve, while burdening the operating forces with higher maintenance costs and less military capability. 

On the other hand, the congressionally approved strategy of robust technology insertion in Virginia-class submarines 

provides a solid way ahead.  

Innovation Through Continuous Technology Insertion  

To ensure that our new-construction submarines keep step with the state-of-the-art, the Submarine Force will contin-

ue to maintain a vigorous program for nurturing relevant new technologies. Our short-term innovation strategy is 

based upon a robust technology insertion program in Virginia-class submarines and requires steady investment to 

succeed. The built-in flexibility of Virginia, including use of modular design techniques, open systems architecture, 

and commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) components, permits rapid, affordable insertion of new developments. Early, 

low rate production of Virginia-class SSNs provides the opportunity to insert and test advances progressively as 

submarines are built. Then, when production ramps up, the Navy will have a design that offers the latest capabilities 

and still retains the flexibility for further upgrades and changes as needed.  

Our long-term innovation strategy focuses on developing enhanced submarine capabilities to better support a broad 

array of missions and improved sea-submarine interfaces to expand the use of off-board vehicles. Such an interface 

would remove the current tyranny of the 21-inch torpedo tube. Submarines, in concert with the rest of the Navy, will 

need to incorporate electric-drive technologies, both to improve acoustic stealth and to provide greater electrical 

capacity to power evolving sensors and weapons. Finally, the Navy intends to continue advances in submarine de-

sign and construction methods, such as modularity and open systems architecture. Such methods not only allow for 

rapid, less expensive modernization of submarines, but have also substantially improved affordability.  
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The Way Ahead  

More than ever, America requires a robust Submarine Force to gather critical intelligence, maintain strategic deter-

rence, and to prepare the battlespace for joint forces in a world of evolving and unpredictable challenges. Virginia-

class SSNs today embody the best features our Nation can build into an affordable submarine. On that basis, the 

Navy and the Nation must now make the investment in Submarine Force structure and on-going technology inser-

tion that will keep our SSNs a "crown jewel" of our Nation's military arsenal. Clearly, the stealth, survivability, fire-

power, and cost-effectiveness of nuclear submarines are a bargain for American taxpayers and provide a capability 

we can ill afford to lose.  
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