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USSVI Purpose and Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  

That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  

 

That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the 

elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from 

the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

 

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are 

Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 

more definition than this printed black and white copy! 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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USS Pickerel SS 177 

http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html 

 Commander      

Jim DeMott 

360-895-0547 
jedemott@hotmail.com  

  Holland Club  

Chairman 

Dick Litscher 

360-373-1838 
nolitch@comcast.net 

 

 Vice Commander 

Steve Corcoran 

360-471-2704  
stephenjcorcoran@ gmail.com  

  Bonefish Manager  

NWCPOA Rep   

Sam Swenson 

360-275-3638           
sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

 Past Commander 

David Niemy 

360-692-5122 
ssbnswo@aol.com 

  Fireworks Chairman 

Mike Friend 

360-308-0594 
mfriendz28@hotmail.com 

 

 Chief of the Boat 

Wayne Peterson 

360-265-0266 
bronc4life@yahoo.com 

  Scholarship Chairman 

John Gardner 
360-692-8994 

Jgardner@ donobi.com 

 

 Secretary 

Wayne Sieckowski 

360-362-2064 
wsieckowski@gmail,com 

  Base Webmaster 

Don “Red” Bassler 

360-602-0250 
up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

 Treasurer                    

Membership Chairman 

Dennis Nardone 

360-830-5843 
dnardone@wavecable.com 

  FaceBook 

Dale McVey 

360-981-1167 
dale.mcvey@gmail.com 

 

 Chaplain 

Fred Borgmann 

360-337-2978 
office@ussvi.org 

  Historian 

Bob Paul 

360-692-0165 
bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 

 

 Storekeeper 

Ralph  W. Harris 

360-876-0830 
rwharris@wavecable.com 

  Western District 4    

Commander 

Al Durkee 

360-569-0507 
durkeeal@ earthlink.net 
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Bagged – as in “I got bagged” by the off going watch. Meaning you got left with something that someone else was supposed 

to do. 

http://pigboats.com/subs/177.html
http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html
mailto:sswenson@tscnet.com
mailto:durkeeal@earthlink.net
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Go 

USS Permit SS 178 

$1 - $19.99 $20.00 - $29.99 $30.00 - $49.99 $50.00 - $99.00 $100.00 + 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit Citation 

Bremerton Base Boosters — 2015  

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

Puget Soundings Volume 19 Issue 2        USSVI—Bremerton Base Quarterly Newsletter 

From the Editor  

Volume 19 Issue 3 (Jul-Aug-Sep 2015) will be published in Sep 2015 —the due date for 

input is Aug 30, 2015. I will be out of town for the majority of the summer. 

 Your Puget Soundings is only as good as what you send me! I always get great Soup 

Down photos; however, I’m not seeing any other event photos and write-ups. I rarely get   

Committee Reports—these would make great press for the PS. 

 Header Humor—Navy Slang 

 Read about Fleet Boats in the footers 

 Soup Down Photos, USS Topeka in Guam, Boat Sailors and Peacoats, and more in the Digital Edition 

 

 

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com 

 

 

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremerton Base website) - current information on base activities, members,  on-

line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook                                                                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

 

http://pigboats.com/subs/178.html
http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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USS Plunger SS 179 

Bullsh*t flag – An imaginary flag that someone “raises” when they believe that what someone is telling them is pure and utter 

bullsh*t. They will call out “I am raising the bullsh*t flag on that one” or in some cases sailors actually carry around a rag that 

they will throw on the ground as their bullsh*t flag. 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  

 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star Lanes in 

Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to drpittman@wavecable.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Russia's Alfa Class Was The Terrifying Hot Rod Sub Of The Cold War 

http://pigboats.com/subs/179.html
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/russias-alfa-class-was-the-terrifying-hot-rod-sub-of-th-1637540064
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USS Pollack SS 180 

Veteran Resources 

Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs  

http://www.dva.wa.gov/ 

https://www.facebook.com/wsda 

Washington State 

Department of Veteran's Affairs 

1-800-562-2308 

1102 Quince St SE | PO Box 41150 

Olympia, WA 98504-1150 

 

Unraveling a Cold War Mystery 

The ALFA SSN: Challenging Paradigms, Finding New 

Truths, 1969–79 

Gerhardt Thammhttp://www.ussvicb.org/poems-stories/Unraveling%20a%20Cold%20War%

20Mystery.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSAN, Republic of Korea (May 1, 2015)                            
The Los Angeles-class attack subma-

rine USS Pasadena (SSN 752) arrives 

in Busan for a scheduled port visit. 

Pasadena is conducting routine patrols 

throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacific re-

gion as a part of the U.S. 7th Fleet area 

of responsibility, and is operating in 

conjunction with other Navy ships to 

conduct maritime security operations 

that promote stability and peace, and 

develop key partnerships with allies 

across the region. (U.S. Navy photo by 

Mass Communication Specialist 1st 

Class Abraham Essenmacher/

Released) http://www.navy.mil/viewGallery.asp?id=17&page=136&r=4 

http://pigboats.com/subs/180.html
http://www.dva.wa.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/wsda
http://www.ussvicb.org/poems-stories/Unraveling%20a%20Cold%20War%20Mystery.pdf
http://www.ussvicb.org/poems-stories/Unraveling%20a%20Cold%20War%20Mystery.pdf
http://www.navy.mil/viewGallery.asp?id=17&page=136&r=4
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 Check Valve – Also known as a “one way check valve”. A submariner who does things for himself/herself but does not recipro-

cate. 

 

 

USS Pompano SS 181 

National Archives 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans 

Request Military Service Records 

Research Using Military Records 

Replaces Lost Medal and Awards 

http://pigboats.com/subs/181.html
http://www.archives.gov/veterans
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USS Salmon  SS 182 

VA Budget 2016 Update 03 ► 

Senate Committee Action 
Senate appropriators approved plans for nearly a 3 percent in-

crease in the Veterans Affairs Department's 

budget next year, slightly above what House lawmakers ap-

proved earlier this month and slightly below what 

White House officials had asked for. The move all but guaran-

tees the department will see yet another money 

boost next year, despite tightening budget and spending caps on 

most other federal agencies. Since the start 

of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, VA's budget has risen by 

almost $100 billion, nearly triple the 

department's total spending in the late 1990s. But the Senate plan 

also sets up a potentially contentious 

summer conference fight over next year's VA budget. 

Hill conservatives want to curb some of that growth and have 

pushed for reductions in VA construction 

funding until high-profile problems with the program are re-

solved. VA officials insist the White House's full 

budget request is critical to keep outreach and reform efforts on 

track. The Senate Appropriations Committee 

approved a total VA budget of $163.7 billion for fiscal 2016 

operations, about $500 million above the House 

plan and $850 million below the Obama administration's request. 

The differences in the plans all come in 

discretionary spending, which totals $69.2 billion in the Senate 

version. The House plan would trim hundreds 

of millions in requested spending from major and minor con-

struction accounts, while the Senate's would trim 

about $100 million in requests for nonrecurring maintenance at 

medical facilities. 

Both plans call for $255 million less than the White House wants 

for Veterans Health Administration 

budget accounts, cuts that VA leaders have decried as potentially 

taking away medical care from tens of 

thousands of veterans. But Republican planners say those ac-

counts are fully funded without the extra boost, 

and have accused VA officials of not doing enough to be respon-

sible fiscal stewards in many areas, 

particularly construction and administrative spending. Demo-

crats in both chambers objected to those trims 

and broader Republican plans to keep mandatory spending caps 

on a host of federal agencies in fiscal 2016, 

which they argued has limited spending even on the uncapped 

VA accounts. The Senate committee bill must 

still pass the full Senate before conference committee work can 

begin on a final deal. [Source: MilitaryTimes 

| Leo Shane | May 21, 2015 ++] 

Five cannibals were employed by the Navy as translators during one of the island campaigns during World War II. 

 When the Task Force Admiral welcomed the cannibals he said, "You're all part of our team now. We will compensate you well for 

your services, and you can eat any of the rations that the Sailors are eating. So please don't indulge yourselves by eating any of my 

Sailors." The cannibals promised. 

Four weeks later the Admiral returned and said, "You're all working very hard, and I'm very satisfied with all of you. However, one 

of our Chiefs has disappeared. 

Do any of you know what happened to him?" The cannibals all shook their heads no. 

After the Admiral left, the leader of the cannibals turned to the others and said, "Which of you idiots ate the Chief?" 

A hand raised hesitantly, to which the leader of the cannibals replied, "You fool!  For four weeks we've been feasting on Ensigns, 

Lieutenants, Lieutenant Commanders, Commanders, and even one Captain and no one noticed a thing, then YOU had to go and eat 

a Chief!" 

http://pigboats.com/subs/182.html
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USS Seal SS 183 

Balls to the wall - Flank Speed. 

 Fighting the U-Boats 

Weapons and Technologies 

Depth Charges 

http://uboat.net/allies/technical/depth_charges.htm  

 

The depth charge is the oldest anti-submarine weapon, being 

developed during World War One. Original idea dates back to 

the "dropping mine" concept of 1911. The Royal Navy Com-

mander in Chief, Sir George Callaghan requested its production 

in 1914. The first effective depth charge (Type D) was the 300-

pound (140 kg) barrel-like casing containing high explosives, 

normally TNT being developed in 1916. A "pistol" actuated by 

water pressure at a selected depth detonated the depth charge. 

The 300-pound WWI depth charge could be detonated as deep as 

300 feet (roughly 100 meters) but at the eve of that was the more 

formidable 600-pound (270 kg) version was developed. 

 

The first means of delivery was to simply roll the "barrels" of a 

special rack at the stern of the escort vessel. Eventually a special 

depth-charge projector or "K-guns" were developed. These 

could, by means of an explosive propellant charge, hurl the depth 

charges out to the side of the escorts for a distance of roughly 50 

meters. 

When the K-guns and the stern charges were used together that 

enabled he escort to lay a pattern of 9 or 10 charges onto the sus-

pected U-boat's position. 

Even though the massive explosive power of the 600-pound 

charge was impressive to both the escort and the U-boat, highly 

unnerving to the latter even, the depth charge was not the answer 

to the U-boat threat. The pressure hull of the U-boat was strong 

enough to withstand anything but a charge exploding 10 or 20 

feet from its hull. To place the weapon this close to the U-boat 

was extremely difficult to say the least, especially since the U-

boat normally took drastic evasive maneuvers at the very last 

moment. Thus most U-boats that were sunk by depth charges 

alone probably sank due to accumulated damage from repeated 

depth charge attacks. Many U-boats survived as many as 300 

depth charges over a period of many hours. 

In 1943, Torpex a 50% more powerful explosive than TNT, was 

introduced along with a more streamlined depth charge casing 

that resulted in an improved sinking rate of the weapon. This was 

of course an improvement yet a great deal of U-boats escaped its 

grasp. 

The more appropriate answers to the U-boat threat were the 

Hedgehog forward-throwing charges and the American Mk. 24 

acoustic torpedoes known as "Fido". 

The greatest amount of depth charges dropped on a single U-boat 

during a single-hunt in the war is believed to be 678 dropped 

onto U-427 in April, 1945. Amazingly the boat survived the on-

slaught. 

A K-Gun just before firing 

http://pigboats.com/subs/183.html
http://uboat.net/allies/technical/depth_charges.htm
http://uboat.net/allies/ships/escorts.htm
http://uboat.net/allies/technical/hedgehogs.htm
http://uboat.net/allies/technical/fido.htm
http://uboat.net/allies/technical/fido.htm
http://uboat.net/boats/u427.htm


9  

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USS Skipjack SS 184 

Puget Soundings Volume 19 Issue 2        USSVI—Bremerton Base Quarterly Newsletter 

Paul and his wife and Rear Adm Kriete Comsubgru 9 Ralph and Dutch and Adm Kriete 

Submarine Birthday Ball 

April Monthly Meeting—Speaker  Bob Bissonnette 

The Travelling Dolphins exchange 

hands once again! 

http://pigboats.com/subs/184.html


10  

 Buddy Fu*ker - As implied, someone who fu*ks over their shipmates. Not to be trusted with any information of importance. Bud-

dy Fu*ker - As implied, someone who fu*ks over their shipmates. Not to be trusted with any information of importance. 

 

 

 

 

USS Snapper SS 185 

Memorial Day at Ivy Green 2015 

http://pigboats.com/subs/185.html
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USS Stingray SS 186 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

E-Board Meeting April 4, 2015 at        

FRA Bremerton 

 

0900 Base vice Commander Steve Corcoran called the meet-

ing to order 

 

Board Members present:   

Base Vice Cmdr. Steve Corcoran 

Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone  

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson 

 

Others attending the meeting included Float Chairman Sam 

Swenson, Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris, Deterrent Park and 

Gertrude Check Chairperson Don Bassler, Scholarship and 

Parade Chairman John Gardner 

The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were discussed 

and approved as written.. 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports the Base’s worth as of 

31 March 2015 is $77,435.09. Current Base Membership is 

271. Vice Bae Commander Steve Corcoran will do an audit of 

the treasury in April. 

Deterrent Park and Gertrude Check Chairperson Don  

Bassler reports he has 10 bricks ready to install. Deterrent  

Park will be pressure washed soon. 

Float Chairman Sam Swenson is getting the Float ready for 

the Dolphin Dash. 

Scholarship and Parade Chairman John Gardner reports he 

has 60+ runner sighed up for the Dolphin Dash al-

ready. 

Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris made about $120.00 at TTF 

and he will have a table setup at the Dolphin Dash. 

Base vice Cmdr. Steve Corcoran is in need of speakers for 

the General Membership meetings.  

Deterrent Park Medal of Honor brick discussion was ta-

bled. 

Change the May 20th luncheon from the Manchester Inn to 

the Clearwater Casino. 

We should order 2016 calendars as soon as we can. 

Meeting was adjourned at 0940. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Blogs and Others 

The Lean Submriner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html 

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

Lest We Forget https://athabaskang07.wordpress.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

Submariners World http://submarinersworld.blogspot.com/  

SubmarinersWorldTV  https://www.youtube.com/user/SubmarinersWorldTV  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

Puget Soundings Volume 19 Issue 2        USSVI—Bremerton Base Quarterly Newsletter 

http://pigboats.com/subs/186.html
http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
https://athabaskang07.wordpress.com/
http://www.tendertale.com/
http://submarinersworld.blogspot.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SubmarinersWorldTV
http://www.pigboats.com/
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Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 21 April 2015 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

  http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html 

 

Base Commander Jim DeMott called the April 21, 2015 meeting 

to order at 1900 hours. 

Opening observances were conducted.  

Dignitaries from other bases attending the meeting included Bob 

Bissonnette, Western Regional Director, and Dick Gonzales, 

Seattle Base Commander along with Seattle Base Member and 

Past National Commander Pat Householder and Base Member 

Dutch Krumpholz. South Sound Base Commander and Past 

Western Regional Director, John Mansfield with South Sound 

Base Member Mike Ellis. 

Seattle Base Commander Dick Gonzalez accompanied by Seattle 

Base members Dutch Krompholz and Pat Householder captured 

the Traveling Dolphins from the Bremerton Base.  Of course 

they were required to present tales of the past of their submarine 

experiences in order to capture the dolphins. Vice Cmdr. Steve 

Corcoran reluctantly turned over the Traveling Dolphins to the 

Seattle Base Representatives. 

Western Regional Director and San Diego Base Commander 

Bob Bissonnette gave a review of his career in the Navy and the 

Arctic Submarine Lab in addition to his service to  Subvets as a 

Base Commander, District Commander, WR Director and 

USSVI Photographer.  He discussed the progress being made on 

a “new” national web site which will be “friendlier” to us-

ers.  Also a method to pay dues via a web site may be in the fu-

ture.  

The minutes of the March 21, 2015 meeting were approved as 

submitted.Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports we have a 

total of $77,435.09 in various accounts. He also reports we have 

271 members. The Treasurer’s March 2015 report was approved 

as submitted. 

Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris advertised his Shirts, Hats and 

many other items he has for sale. 

Parade and Scholarship Chairman John Garner reports the Dol-

phin Dash was very successful. The Bremerton Armed Forces 

Day Parade will be May 16 and the Bases Position in the Parade 

is E21. Scholarship applications close on May 5 and then the 

review process will begin. 

Don Bassler Gertrude Check Webmaster and Deterrent Park 

Chairman reports Deterrent Park brick installation will be in mid

-May.  He will always accept article and or pictures for Gertrude 

Check. 

Puget Sounding Editor Dave Pittman needs articles by April 30 

for the upcoming edition. 

Sam Swenson the Float Chairman reports the float is ready for 

the upcoming parade season. He also has the Fireworks Stand’s 

Watch bill and encourages everyone to sign up before all the 

shifts are taken. 

Vice Cmdr. Steve Corcoran   completed his audit of the treasur-

er’s books. All account checked out perfectly. He encouraged 

everyone to participate in the parades. They are a goodtime. He 

had a good time at the Dolphin Dash. He reminded attendees this 

is an election year and the Cmdr. And Vcmdr. cannot run for 

reelection. These positions will be open. 

Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott reminded attendees everyone is invited 

to participate in the parade including members from other bases. 

Base members Dene Rodgers and Bruce Loughridge are on the 

Binnacle List. 

South Sound Cmdr. John Mansfield announced the Auburn’s 

Veteran Day Parade will be Nov. 7. 

Next meeting will be Tuesday May 19, 2015   1900 at the FRA. 

Meeting was adjourned at 2030. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

 

USS Sturgeon SS 187 

B.O.H.I.C.A. – Bend Over Here It Comes Again. Referring to something bad about to happen again or as usual. B.O.H.I.C.A. – 

Bend Over Here It Comes Again. Referring to something bad about to happen again or as usual.  

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://pigboats.com/subs/187.html


13  

 

 

 

USS Sargo SS 188 
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  USS Herring (SS-233)  

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 80 

men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was 

on her 8th war patrol and was conducting 

a surface attack when a shore battery 

spotted her and made two direct hits on 

her conning tower and causing her loss. 

Before being sunk, she had sank a 

freighter and a passenger-cargoman. Her-

ring was the only US submarine sunk by 

a land battery.  

    USS Bonefish (SS-223)  

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss of 85 

men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. Winner of 

3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish was on her 

8th war patrol. After sinking a passenger-

cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a sav-

age depth charge attack.  

  USS Golet (SS-361)  

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 

men. On her 2nd war patrol, Golet was 

apparently lost in battle with antisubma-

rine forces north of Honshu.  

    USS S-27 (SS-132)  

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off 

Amchitka Island. She was on the surface in 

poor visibility, charging batteries and drifted 

into the shoals. When she could not be freed 

and started listing, the captain got the entire 

crew to shore (400 yards).  

On Eternal Patrol 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 

their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-

ward greater accomplishments. 

1941-1942 

USS SEALION (SS 195) December 10, 1941  

USS S 36 (SS 141) January 20, 1942  

USS S 26 (SS 131) January 24, 1942  

USS SHARK (SS 174) February 11, 1942  

USS PERCH (SS 176) March 3, 1942  

USS S 27 (SS 132) June 19, 1942  

USS GRUNION (SS 216) July 30, 1942  

USS S 39 (SS 144) August 16, 1942 

 

1943  
USS ARGONAUT (SS 166) January 10, 1943  

USS AMBERJACK (SS 219)February 16, 1943  

USS GRAMPUS (SS 207) March 5, 1943  

USS TRITON (SS 201) March 15, 1943  

USS PICKEREL (SS 177) April 3, 1943  

USS GRENADIER (SS 210) April 22, 1943  

USS RUNNER (SS 275) May 28, 1943  

USS R 12 (SS 89) June 12, 1943  

USS POMPANO (SS 181)August 29, 1943  

USS GRAYLING (SS 209) September 9, 1943  

USS CISCO (SS 290) September 28, 1943  

USS S 44 (SS 155) October 7, 1943  

USS WAHOO (SS 238) October 11, 1943  

USS DORADO (SS 248) October 12, 1943  

USS CORVINA (SS 226) November 16, 1943  

USS SCULPIN (SS 191) November 19, 1943  

USS CAPELIN (SS 289) November 23, 1943 

 

 

 

 

http://pigboats.com/subs/188.html
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/sealion.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/s36.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/s26.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/shark1.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/perch.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/s27.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/grunion.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/s39.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/argonaut.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/ambrjack.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/grampus.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/triton.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/pickerel.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/grenadir.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/runner.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/r12.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/pompano.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/grayling.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/cisco.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/s44.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/wahoo.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/dorado.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/corvina.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/sculpin.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/capelin.htm
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USS Saury SS 189 

 

 

536 Fourth St 

Bremerton, WA 98337 

 (360) 627-9843 

42 and a wake-up – actually, any number and a wake-up. Counting down to going home, retirement, or any other significant 

event.42 and a wake-up – actually, any number and a wake-up. Counting down to going home, retirement, or any other signifi-

cant event. 

 

Deterrent Park 

Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

http://pigboats.com/subs/189.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horse-and-Cow-Pub-and-Grill/294999130624876
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
5/31/2015 Dennis Nardone 

2015—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 057.59 

Scholarship Fund: $22,290.00 

General Fund: $30,807.94 

Net Worth: $84,155.53 

 

Base Membership 
5/31/2015 Dennis Nardone 

 

Total Members: 271 

Annual Members: 46 

USSVI Life Members: 205 

Base Life Members: 196 

Holland Club Members: 154 

Annual Associate Members: 3 

Life Associate Members: 5 

War Veterans: 252 

 

Bremerton Base Calendar  
http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDAR/Year.html 
Jun 16 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Jun 27 (1800)Fathoms of Fun Parade 

Jun 28—Jul 04 Fireworks Sale 

Jul 4 Grand Old 4th of July Parade Bainbridge Island 

http://grandold4th.com/ 

Jul 21 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Aug 1 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Aug 5 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Aug 18 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Sep 5 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Sep 15 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 3 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 7 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Oct 17 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

USS Spearfish SS 190 

Fireworks Sale - 4201 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 98312 
 

The annual base Fireworks Sale begins the 28th of June (9;30 AM - 10 PM Dai-

ly) and ends at 10 PM, the 4th of July.  

 

This is the main source of funding for base operations including the Scholarship 

Program. 

 

PLEASE sign up for shift (s) for the annual 2015 Fireworks Sale. 

E-mail  Sam or call (360-990-2108) and cc Red to sign up. 

http://gertrude-check.org/2015WB.htm 
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 

SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           

Volume 19 ISSUE 2  Apr—Jun 2015—Issue Date Jun 08, 2015 

Permit # 92 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Submariner 

The Past, Present and Future—-Pride Runs Deep! 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Jun 19 Famous Dave’s 3276 NW Plaza Road, Silverdale 360.307.9999 

Jun 26 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale360.516.6265   

July 3 Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.377.8442 

Jul 10 Applebee 3138 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.308.8000 

July 17 Blue Goose Tavern 1931 Bay St. Port Orchard 360.895.8171 

July 24 Azteca 19045 State Hwy 305, Poulsbo 360.779.7427 

July 31 Cloverleaf Sports Bar and Grill 1240 Hollis St. Bremerton 360.377.8516 

Aug 7 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 360.479.9117 

Aug 14 Silver City Restaurant and Ale House 2799 NW Myhre Rd. Silverdale 360.698.5879 

Aug 21 Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale 360.352.9888 

Aug 28 All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.692.5760 

Sep 4 Round Table Pizza 3276 NW Plaza Rd #101, Silverdale 360.698.4040 

Sep 11 Olive Garden 3204 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.613.0207 

Sep 18 Horse and Cow 536 4th St, Bremerton 360.627.9843 

Sep 25 Club House, McCormack Woods 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE Port Orchard  360-895-0142 

Oct 2 Tracyton Public House 403 NW Tracy Ave, Bremerton,  360.405.768 ()   

Oct 9 Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.373.1320  

Oct 16 Red Lobster 3208 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.613.0105 

Oct 23 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422   

Oct 30 Elmer’s 760 E Liberty Rd, Poulsbo 360.697.2215 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs-http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
11:30—13:00 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was    

established by the late  Willie Spoon for two equal      

purposes: to bring members together on a weekly basis 

to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the           

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     

contribution to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William 

"Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine?

fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Lockwood Internet Base https://www.facebook.com/USSVILIB?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 
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Soup Down 

Los Cabos 

Red Lobster 

Family Pancake House 

Los Cabos 

Red Lobster 

Family Pancake House 

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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Soup Down 

Elmer’s 

Olive Garden 

Olongapo 

Elmer’s 

Olive Garden 

Olongapo 

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  
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SANTA RITA, Guam - The Los Angeles

-class submarine USS Topeka (SSN 

754) arrived at its new homeport of 

U.S. Naval Base Guam May 29. 

Topeka is the fourth submarine assigned to Com-

mander, Submarine Squadron (CSS) 15 as part of 

the Navy’s long range plan to put the most ad-

vanced and capable units forward. Prior to arriv-

ing in Guam, Topeka completed an engineering 

overhaul at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Ports-

mouth, N.H. 

“From bow to stern she has been completely up-

graded (and is) the most technologically-

advanced submarine we have,” CSS-15 Commo-

dore Capt. Jeffrey Grimes said. “She brings a 

new level of sophistication and fire power that 

we need in the Pacific.” 

Topeka and its crew were greeted by family 

members as they filed off the submarine. During 

brief remarks, Topeka Commanding Officer 

Cmdr. David Lammers said the Topeka’s arrival 

would have a positive impact on the local com-

munity in terms of economic benefits and securi-

ty, but that Guam will have a big effect on his 

crew too. 

“Guam is the Navy’s best kept secret,” he said. 

“Once they get here, you can’t get them to 

leave.” 

In April 2013, then-Deputy Secretary of Defense 

Ashton Carter announced that a fourth Los An-

geles-class submarine would be homeported in 

Guam in an effort to enhance the Navy’s forward 

presence as it continues to reposture its forces. 

The decision to homeport Topeka in Guam 

brings that vision to fruition. 

“This is an overall rebalance of the naval forces 

into the Pacific, so picking up another naval sub-

marine to Guam gives us more capability to con-

tinue to reinforce our partners, provide a level of 

conventional deterrence and support the ongoing 

efforts that we have,” Grimes said. 

Topeka, commissioned Oct. 21, 1989, is the third 

ship of the United States Navy named for the city of 

Topeka, Kan., and is the fourth “improved” Los An-

geles-class submarine. Mod-

ifications of this class in-

clude retractable bow 

planes, a reinforced sail for 

under ice operations, vertical 

launch Tomahawk Cruise 

Missile capability, ship qui-

eting enhancements, and an 

integrated combat systems 

suite. 
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Boatsailors and Peacoats  

 

by Bob 'Dex' Armstrong 

You remember them... Those ton and a half monsters that took 

the annual production of thirty-five sheep to make. Those thick 

black rascals with black plastic buttons the size of poker chips. 

The issue coats that drove shore duty chief petty officers stark 

raving nuts if they caught you with the collar turned up or your 

gahdam hands in your pockets.  

"Hey, you rubber sock, get those gahdam hands outta them 

damn pockets! Didn't they issue you black leather gloves?"  

So, you took your hands out of your pockets and risked digital 

frostbite rather than face whatever the Navy had in store for 

violators of the 'No Gahdam Hands In Peacoat Pockets' policy. 

There's probably a special barracks in Hell full of old E-3s 

caught hitchiking in sub-zero weather with hands in peacoat 

pockets.  

As for those leather gloves, one glove always went missing. 

"Son, where in th' hell are the gloves we issued you?" 

We??? I don't remember this nasty, ugly bastard being at Great 

Lakes when the 'jocks and socks' petty officers were throwing 

my initial issue seabag at me and yelling, "Move it!!"  

As for the gloves, once you inadvertantly leave one glove on a 

whorehouse night table or on the seat of a Grayhound bus, the 

remaining glove is only useful if a tank rolls over the hand that 

fit the lost glove.  

In the days long ago, a navy spec. peacoat weighed about the 

same as a flat car load of cinder blocks. When it rained, it ab-

sorbed water until your spine warped, your shins cracked and 

your ankles split. Five minutes standing in the rain waiting on 

a bus and you felt like you were piggy-backing the statue of 

liberty.  

When a peacoat got wet, it smelled a lot like sheep dip. It had 

that wet wool smell, times three. It weighed three and a half 

tons and smelled like 'Mary had a little lamb's' gym shorts.  

You know how damn heavy a late '50s peacoat was? Well, 

they had little metal chains sewn in the back of the collar to 

hang them up by. Like diluted navy coffee, sexual sensitivity 

instruction, comfortable air-conditioned topside security bun-

galows, patent leather plastic-looking shoes and wearing 

raghats configured to look like bidet bowls, the peacoat spec. 

has been watered down to the point you could hang them up 

with dental floss. In the old days, peacoat buttons and grocery 

cart wheels were interchangeable parts The gear issued by the 

U.S. Navy was tough as hell, bluejacket-tested clothing with 

the durability of rino hide and construction equipment tires 

Peacoats came with wide, heavy collars. In a cold, hard wind, 

you could turn that wide collar up to cover your neck and it 

was like poking your head in a tank turret. 

The things were warm, but I never thought they were long 

enough. Standing out in the wind in those 'big-legged britch-

es' (bell bottoms), the wind whistled up your cuffs and took 

away body warmth like a thief. But, they were perfect to pull 

over you for a blanket when sleeping on a bus or a bus termi-

nal bench.  

Every sailor remembers stretching out on one of those oak bus 

station pews with his raghat over his face, his head up against 

his AWOL bag and covered with his peacoat. There was al-

ways some 'SP' who had not fully evolved from apehood, who 

poked you with his billy bat and said,  

"Hey, YOU!! Get up! Waddya think yer doin? You wanna 

sleep, get a gahdam room!" 

Peacoats were lined with quilted satin or rayon. I never real-

ized it at the time, but sleeping on bus seats and station bench-

es would be the closest I would ever get to sleeping on satin 

sheets.  

Early in my naval career, a career-hardened (lifer) first class 

gunner's mate told me to put my ID and liberty card in the in-

side pocket of my peacoat.  

"Put the sonuvabitches in that gahdam inside pocket and pin 

the damn thing closed with a diaper pin. Then, take your heavy 

folding money and put it in your sock. If you do that, learn to 

never take your socks off in a cathouse. Them damn dockside 

pickpockets pat 'cha down for a lumpy wallet and they can 

relieve you of said wallet so fast you'll never know you've 

been snookered.  

Only a dumbass idiot will clam-fold his wallet and tuck it in 

his thirteen button bellbottoms. Every kid above the age of six 

in Italy knows how to lift a wallet an idiot pokes in his pants. 

Those little bastards leard to pick sailor's pockets in kindergar-

ten.  

Rolling bluejackets is the national sport in Italy." 

In Washington DC, they have a wonderful marble and granite 

plaza honoring the United States Navy. Every man or woman 

who served this nation in a naval uniform, owes it to himself 

or herself to visit this memorial and take their families.  

It honors all naval service and any red-blooded American blue-

jacket or officer will feel the gentle warmth of pride his or her 

service is honored within this truly magical place.  

The focal point of this memorial is a bronze statue of a lone 

American sailor. No crow on his sleeve tells you that he is non

-rated. And, there are further indications that suggest maybe, 

once upon a time, the sculpturer himself may have once been 

an E-3 raghat.  

The lad has his collar turned up and his hands in his pockets. 

I'm sure the Goddess of the Main Induction nearly wets her 

panties laughing at the old, crusty chiefs standing there with 

veins popping out on their old, wrinkled necks, muttering,  

"Look at that idiot sonuvabitch standing there with his collar 

up and his gahdam hands in his pockets. In my day, I would 

have ripped that jerk a new one!" 

Ah, the satisfied glow of E-3 revenge. 
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