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USSVI Purpose and Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  
That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. 
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  
 
That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the 
elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from 
the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 
 
All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are 
Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 
more definition than this printed black and white copy! 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sculpin_(SS-191) 

http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html 

 Commander      
Jim DeMott 

360-895-0547 
jedemott@hotmail.com  

  Holland Club  
Chairman 

Dick Litscher 
360-373-1838 

nolitch@comcast.net 

 

 Vice Commander 
Steve Corcoran 
360-471-2704  

stephenjcorcoran@ gmail.com  

  Bonefish Manager  
NWCPOA Rep   
Sam Swenson 
360-275-3638           

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

 Past Commander 
David Niemy 
360-692-5122 
ssbnswo@aol.com 

    

 Chief of the Boat 
Wayne Peterson 

360-265-0266 
bronc4life@yahoo.com 

  Scholarship Chairman 
John Gardner 
360-692-8994 

Jgardner@ donobi.com 

 

 Secretary 
Wayne Sieckowski 

360-362-2064 
wsieckowski@gmail,com 

  Base Webmaster 
Don “Red” Bassler 

360-602-0250 
up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

 Treasurer                    
Membership Chairman 

Dennis Nardone 
360-830-5843 

dnardone@wavecable.com 

  FaceBook 
Dale McVey 
360-981-1167 

dale.mcvey@gmail.com 

 

 Chaplain 
Fred Borgmann 

360-337-2978 
office@ussvi.org 

  Historian 
Bob Paul 

360-692-0165 
bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 

 

 Storekeeper 
Ralph  W. Harris 

360-876-0830 
rwharris@wavecable.com 

  Western District 4    
Commander 
Al Durkee 

360-569-0507 
durkeeal@ earthlink.net 

 

O
F

F
IC

E
R

S
 &

 C
O

M
M

IT
T

E
E

 M
E

M
B

E
R

S
 

Angles and Dangles – The time when the submarine is making radical depth changes. Usually done during sea trials and pre-

deployment underway period to ensure everything is stowed for sea properly.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sculpin_(SS-191)
http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html
mailto:sswenson@tscnet.com
mailto:durkeeal@earthlink.net
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Go to page 8  to continue 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192) 

$1 - $19.99 $20.00 - $29.99 $30.00 - $49.99 $50.00 - $99.00 $100.00 + 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit Citation 

Bremerton Base Boosters — 2015  

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

Puget Soundings Volume 19 Issue 3        USSVI—Bremerton Base Quarterly Newsletter 

From the Editor  
Volume 19 Issue 4 (Oct-Nov-Dec 2015) will be published in 

early December 2015 — the due date for input is November  

15, 2015.  

 Your Puget Soundings is only as good as what you send 

me! I always get great Soup Down photos; however, I’m 

not seeing any other event photos and write-ups. I rarely 

get   Committee Reports—these would make great press 

for the PS. 

 Header Humor—Navy Slang 

 Read about Fleet Boats in the footers  

 Soup Down Photos, Origin of the Dolphins, Early Christ-

mas, and more in the Digital Edition 

 Thanks to Tommy Robinson for some humorous input! 

 

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192)
http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Swordfish_(SS-193) 

 

Bremerloes - Female of husky build. Term originated at Bremerton, Washington base where they are rather common. 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  

 
Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star Lanes in 
Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to drpittman@wavecable.com  

   
1945 B-29 Crew Rescue via Submarine 

To find the film after 65 years is amazing enough, but for the plane to crash right near the sub.... heaven 
would have to have been looking out for those young men. Read the short note before viewing the clip.  
    
IT'S AN AMAZING STORY and worth watching... About 2.5 minutes.  
    
An entire crew of a B-29 (12) was rescued by a US submarine after their plane was shot down in 1945, 70 
miles off the coast of Japan. The entire rescue was filmed in color, but sat in a guy's closet until now.  
    
This is a story from a Denver TV station of one of those rescued aviators to whom the video was deliv-
ered. It also shows their transfer to another submarine that is likely headed back to port before the one that 
accomplished the rescue.  
    
Can you imagine, 65 years AFTER your own rescue you get to watch it on film?  
   

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid34762914001?bctid=672454611001  

Greetings!    

   Recently, a member of the Base proposed an amendment to the Bremerton Base By-Laws.  The proposed 

amendment is to Article VIII. Biennial Elections.  Section 3 currently reads, “All elections shall be by se-

cret ballot vote of the members in good standing.” The proposed amendment will change Section 3 to 

read, “For any position with more than one candidate, elections shall be by secret ballot vote of attending 

members in good standing.  If any position has only one candidate, election may be determined by simple 

showing of raised hands of attending members in good standing.” 

   This amendment will be voted on by the regular members attending the general business meeting of the 

Bremerton Base on Saturday, October 17.  The meeting will start at 1000.  If there are any questions, please 

feel free to contact me. 

  

Thank you, 

James E. DeMott 

Base Commander 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Swordfish_(SS-193)
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid34762914001?bctid=672454611001
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Seadragon_(SS-194) 

Cleaned of encrustations, the H.L. 

Hunley becomes a real submarine 

 

For more than a century, the H.L. Hunley rested at the 

bottom of the ocean just outside Charleston harbor, its 

crew entombed, its hull gradually encased in hardening 

encrustations. 

 

When it was raised 15 years ago off South Carolina, it 

looked more like a barnacled sea monster than the 

world’s first combat submarine to sink an enemy warship. 

The Hunley sank in battle during the winter of 1864. 

 

The remains of its eight sailors were removed in 2001, but 

research has continued and Thursday a conservation team an-

nounced that experts have now removed more than half a ton 

of the encrustations. 

 

The result: The Hunley has much of the look and menace of a 

modern sub, and is clearly the ancestor of the U-boat and the 

nuclear submarine of today. 

 

The work also revealed damage to the bow, from an explosion 

or a collision, but a conservator said that, by itself, did not 

solve the mystery of why the Hunley sank. “I don’t think it’s a 

single event . . . that led to the sinking,” said Johanna Rivera, 

the Clemson University conservator and collections manager 

overseeing the project. “I think it’s a combination of factors 

and things that happened. “Maybe they took in water, maybe 

they were unconscious, plus the torpedo explosion,” she said 

Thursday. “We haven’t found the smoking gun.” 

 

On the night of Feb. 17, 1864, the crude Confederate vessel — 

which was made from a boiler, had no extra air supply and was 

powered by a hand crank — rammed a torpedo into a Union 

warship anchored off Charleston. 

 

The Yankee ship, the USS Housatonic, went down, but so did 

the 14-ton Hunley with its captain and crew. 

 

[The ghosts of the H.L. Hunley.http://

www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/07/10/raised-

confederate-sub-reveals-gold-mine-of-history/8b3371fc-7484-

4c52-88e5-eac906d605ca/] 

 

The Hunley had sunk twice before, killing part of one crew 

and all of another, when it set out on what was to be its final 

mission in the midst of the Civil War. 

Even its namesake, Louisiana planter Horace L. Hunley, who 

had helped fund its construction, had perished at the helm in 

the second sinking. 

After each disaster, the sub was located and raised. The bodies 

were removed through the vessel’s two narrow hatches, and 

the befouled interior was scoured clean. 

Despite the sub’s grim track record, the Confederacy, with its 

weak Navy, remained eager for some way to break the Union 

coastal blockade that was strangling the rebellion in the clos-

ing months of the war. [See H.L Hunley p. 6] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HunleyProject?fref=ts&ref=br_tf 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Seadragon_(SS-194)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/07/10/raised-confederate-sub-reveals-gold-mine-of-history/8b3371fc-7484-4c52-88e5-eac906d605ca/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/07/10/raised-confederate-sub-reveals-gold-mine-of-history/8b3371fc-7484-4c52-88e5-eac906d605ca/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/07/10/raised-confederate-sub-reveals-gold-mine-of-history/8b3371fc-7484-4c52-88e5-eac906d605ca/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/07/10/raised-confederate-sub-reveals-gold-mine-of-history/8b3371fc-7484-4c52-88e5-eac906d605ca/
https://www.facebook.com/HunleyProject?fref=ts&ref=br_tf
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 Box of Rocks - Derogatory term for a sailor that has performed their work in an unsatisfactory manner 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-195) 

[from p.5] The Hunley was much like a modern submarine, with 

a sleek, cigar-shape hull, diving fins to help it submerge and 

surface, and two stubby conning towers. 

 

But underwater, the crew had only the air in the sealed hull to 

breathe. Light was provided by candles. And the sub’s barbed 

torpedo, at the end of a pole attached to the prow, had to be 

jabbed like a harpoon into the hull of a ship. 

The sub would then release the torpedo, back up and detonate 

the explosive with a rope. 

On its last mission, the Hunley torpedoed the 12-gun Housaton-

ic, which quickly sank, killing a handful of the Yankee crew. 

The Hunley failed to return, and later research showed that the 

torpedo exploded while still attached to the sub. 

Searches after the attack failed to locate the Hunley, and it re-

mained lost until 1995, when a team financed by adventure nov-

elist Clive Cussler found it using sophisticated electronic gear. 

 

After the Hunley was raised in 2000, a special conservation lab 

was built in North Charleston. There, the process of preserving 

and studying the boat, with help from, among others, the Navy 

and the Smithsonian Institution, has been underway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With-

in the last year, Clemson’s conservators have painstakingly chis-

eled away 1,200 pounds of rock-hard concretion, being careful 

not to damage the cast and wrought iron underneath. 

The removal of the encrustation allows experts to get at the hull 

and start removing the salts that help corrode the metal, Rivera 

said in a telephone interview. She said cleaning began in August 

2014 and ended about two weeks ago. 

 

They are now starting to clean encrustations from the interior. 

Rivera said she found it extraordinary that the crew would serve 

on the Hunley, knowing that others had previously drowned in-

side. 

“Getting into a narrow machine underwater,” she said. “It’s so 

small inside and cramped and you get claustrophobic . . . when-

ever they closed those hatches, that’s what is amazing to me.” 

 

By Michael E. Ruane September 17 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/cleaned-of-encrustations

-the-css-hunley-becomes-a-real-submarine/2015/09/17/f1809ff4-

5d46-11e5-9757-e49273f05f65_story.html?

postshare=5151442574929216  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-195)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/michael-e-ruane
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/cleaned-of-encrustations-the-css-hunley-becomes-a-real-submarine/2015/09/17/f1809ff4-5d46-11e5-9757-e49273f05f65_story.html?postshare=5151442574929216
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/cleaned-of-encrustations-the-css-hunley-becomes-a-real-submarine/2015/09/17/f1809ff4-5d46-11e5-9757-e49273f05f65_story.html?postshare=5151442574929216
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/cleaned-of-encrustations-the-css-hunley-becomes-a-real-submarine/2015/09/17/f1809ff4-5d46-11e5-9757-e49273f05f65_story.html?postshare=5151442574929216
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/cleaned-of-encrustations-the-css-hunley-becomes-a-real-submarine/2015/09/17/f1809ff4-5d46-11e5-9757-e49273f05f65_story.html?postshare=5151442574929216
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Searaven_(SS-196) 

DSEI: Australia’s Future Sub Program Back 
On Track As Industry Rivals Finalize Bids 
By: Jon Rosamond 

September 18, 2015 10:46 AM  

LONDON – Years of political wrangling over a design and 
build strategy for the Royal Australian Navy’s future subma-
rines may at last be nearing a conclusion, according to the 
country’s former submarines procurement chief. 

David Gould, who was general manager of submarines at Aus-
tralia’s Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO) from 2012 until 
this July, said he hoped a design partner would be selected “by 
the end of the first quarter of 2016”. 

Three shipbuilders are vying to lead the program to replace the 
RAN’s six Collins-class submarines – DCNS of France, 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems from Germany, and Japan’s 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries – and are currently submitting 
detailed bids under a competitive evaluation process. Data col-
lection should be completed by the end of November, Gould 
told an audience at the DSEI defense exhibition in London this 
week. 

Planning for a new class of 12 diesel-electric submarines under 
the SEA 1000 program – what will be Australia’s biggest mili-
tary procurement program to date – began as early as 2007. In 
2009 the government said the base design would be chosen in 
2013 and that detailed design work would be finalized by 2016, 
allowing the state-owned ASC yard in South Australia to com-
plete the first boat before the Collins class begins decommis-
sioning in 2025. 

However, with politicians seemingly terrified of repeating the 
technical problems that have blighted the existing submarines, 
which entered service from 1996 to 2003, decision-making on 
SEA 1000 has been tortuously slow or even non-existent. As a 
result, a white paper slated for release in November is expected 
to reduce the number of new boats from 12 to eight, with the 
first of them unlikely to enter service before 2030. 

Since 2013, however, the DMO has made some progress. The 
program developed the engineering tools, design brief and an 
illustrative pre-concept design for the future submarine, Gould 
said. And two key components – the U.S.-designed AN/BYG-1 
combat management system and Mk 48 heavyweight torpedo – 
have been agreed on. 

Gould, who is now a consultant, said SEA 1000 should aim to 
achieve the range and endurance specifications that the Collins 
class was intended to meet, without pushing it any further. With 
the new boats expected to serve into the 2070s, future-proofing 
will require sensor performance and stealth characteristics that 
are superior to Collins. 

“We also need something that is a lot more maintainable and a 
lot more reliable” than Collins, he said. Measuring 254 feet in 
length and displacing 3,100 tons (surfaced), the existing boat is 
an enlarged and heavily modified version of the Vastergotland-
class Type 471 submarine – only 160 feet and 1,100 tons – that 
was designed by Swedish shipbuilder Kockums in the early 
1980s. 

The vastness of the oceans surrounding Australia means that 
the operating profile of RAN submarines is of a different order 
of magnitude to the diesel-electric boats that equip most Euro-
pean navies.A typical deployment will require a RAN subma-
rine to “basically disappear for 55 days or so. … That is not far 
from what you’d expect an SSN to be doing, so it’s quite a big 
engineering challenge,” Gould said. 
“For that length of mission you need a bigger crew, and that’s a 
further addition to the challenge.” 

Although the new submarine would have to displace at least 
3,000 tons, experience with Collins has shown that up-scaling 
brings its own problems. [See Australia’s Future Sub Program p. 8] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Searaven_(SS-196)
http://news.usni.org/author/jrosamond
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Bent Sh*tcan - Someone below Naval standards. “He’s as f**ked up as a bent sh*tcan." 

[From p. 7] “A particular one is surface stability, something 
that was just not understood by the Swedish designers,” 
Gould said. 
“Operating in the Southern Ocean [is] not like operating in 
the Baltic; when you’re near the surface life is going to be 
very uncomfortable if [the submarine] hasn’t been designed 
properly.” 

“You need to bear in mind, particularly if you’re used to de-
signing submarines for a low salinity, low temperature Baltic 
or north Atlantic, that tropical conditions do funny things to 
steel, and that’s one of the reasons why Collins has been partic-
ularly difficult to maintain,” he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DCNS, TKMS and Mitsubishi were selected for the competi-
tive evaluation process “because they have a continuous history 
of submarine design and build, uninterrupted”, he said. “If you 
interrupt the process of design and build, even for 10 years, you 
forget what it was you didn’t know, and you relearn it when 
you do the next submarine, and that can lead to a lot of trou-
ble,” Gould said. 
“We’ve had an enormous amount of help from the U.K. and 
U.S., but neither would commit their industry to being the de-
sign and build partner for Australia’s future submarine.” 

The question of where to build the new submarines is also vex-
ing politicians, conscious of the need to maximize employment 
opportunities for Australians. Three options are on the table: 
overseas build at the designer’s own yard; all-Australian build; 
and a hybrid solution, with boats built onshore and overseas. 

“I would envisage that whoever [is selected as] design partner 
will also carry through as the build partner and the prime con-
tractor,” Gould said. 

 
“But under any option this has to be an Australian submarine, 
not a French, German or Japanese submarine. It’s an Australian 
submarine that’s finished in Australia, tested in Australia, put 
through its operational trials in Australia and maintained in 
Australia.” 

“I think we have a robust and resilient way forward now for 
SEA 1000,” he continued. 
“I think it’s resilient to most political change, [but] unless 
there’s significant Australian industrial participation, maintain-
ing strong political support over the length of a program like 
this could be really difficult.” 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Seawolf_(SS-197) 

Royal Australian Navy Collins-class submarine HMAS 
Sheean (SSG-77) near the Sydney Opera House. RAN Photo 

French company DCNS, which designed the Scorpène-
class diesel submarines, is among the three competitors 
bidding on Australia’s Collins-class replacement sub-
marine program. 

Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy Industries has proposed its Soryu-
class submarines as the replacement for Australia’s Collins-
class boats. US Navy photo. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Seawolf_(SS-197)
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50th Annual Veterans Day Parade &       

Observance 

Auburn, Washington is designated by the Veterans Day National 

Committee and the US Department of Veterans Affairs as a Re-

gional Site for celebration of Veterans Day 2015. Auburn is 

proud to be a Vietnam War Commemorative Partner. Auburn has 

hosted the Veterans Day Parade since 1965. Now in its 50th year, 

the parade has grown into one of the largest Veteran's Day pa-

rades in the United States of America.             

The purpose of Auburn's Veterans Day Parade is to positively 

focus on honoring our country's veterans and active military per-

sonnel. Through our parade, we focus recognition on congres-

sionally-recognized Veteran Service Organizations and their aux-

iliaries, the military and reserve military, National Guard and 

ROTC. The goals and purposes of Auburn's Veterans Day Parade 

are to give honor to our country's military personnel and veterans 

and to their military missions of defending freedom around the 

world. 

The 50th annual Veterans Day Parade will be held in Auburn on 

Saturday, November 7 at 11:00 AM The parade boasts over 200 

units and over 5,500 parade participants, including over 25+ high 

school marching bands, military vehicles, veterans' units, honor 

guards and more. 

The one-mile parade route travels west along Main Street to A 

Street NW. To participate in Auburn's Veterans Day Parade com-

plete and return the official Parade Application (PDF). The pa-

rade has more applicants than it can permit to participate, and 

thus must select among the applicants those who will be able to 

participate. Those applications who are approved will be those 

that most closely meet the goals and purpose of Auburn's Veter-

ans Day Parade. 

 

Links for items below: http://www.auburnwa.gov/
things_to_do/community/vdp_s_p213.htm 

2015 Event Flyer  
Schedule of Events  
Static Display & Exhibit Showcase  
Breakfast Order Form  
Luncheon Order Form  
Parade Map  
Auburn Avenue Theater Schedule ( 
VFW Open House Flyer  
Veterans Day special hotel/lodging rates & information  

OTHER RELATED ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

 

Auburn American Legion Post #78 Breakfast 

Make reservations (PDF) early for this year's Veterans Day 

Breakfast on Saturday, November 7 from 7:00 AM to 9:30 AM, 

held at the Auburn Senior Activity Center, 808 Ninth Street SE. 

The breakfast is co-sponsored by the American Legion Post #78 

and the City of Auburn. The breakfast is $6/person and includes 

pancakes, eggs, ham and juice or coffee. Please make check pay-

able and return to: American Legion Post #78, PO BOX 668, 

Auburn, WA 98071. For additional information, please call Rog-

er Olsen at 253-939-5789. 

 

Static Display & Exhibit Showcase 

Information booths and static displays will be located on 

South Division Street from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Take time to 

visit the displays and booths to view military equipment and ve-

hicles and veterans and/or military information. To participate in 

the Static Display, your application (PDF) must be submitted and 

approved prior to the October 2 deadline. 

 

Remembrance Ceremony and Lighting of the Flame 

The flame is lit and guarded through the night at the Veterans 

Memorial at Veterans Memorial Park, 411 E Street NE. Wreath 

placement, rifle salute, prayers and taps encompass this ceremo-

ny, held from 9:45 AM - 10:15 AM on Saturday, November 7. 

 

Auburn Noon Lions Veterans Day Luncheon 

Reserve your spot early for this year's Veterans Day Lunch, held 

on Saturday, November 7 from 1:30 PM - 3:00 PM. The lunch-

eon is held in the Rainier Room (the second floor of the Truitt 

Building). The luncheon is co-sponsored by the Auburn Noon 

Lions Club and the City of Auburn. Lunch reservations are $15/

person and includes pork spare ribs, barbeque chicken, barbeque 

beans, potato salad, cole slaw, rolls and beverages. 

The lunch program honors our Veterans, with special recognition 

given to our dignitaries in attendance. The Governor's Veterans 

Affairs Advisory Committee's Outstanding Veterans will be hon-

ored at the lunch, along with other special presentations. For ad-

ditional information or to reseee seats by phone, call 253-931-

3043. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tambor_(SS-198)
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_parade_application.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/things_to_do/community/vdp_s_p213.htm
http://www.auburnwa.gov/things_to_do/community/vdp_s_p213.htm
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_event_flyer.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_schedule.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_static.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_breakfast.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_luncheon_order_form.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_parade_map.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_auburn_ave_theater_programs.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_vfw_open_house.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_hotel_specials.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_breakfast.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_static.pdf
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199) 

Boy butter – Slang term for silicone  

Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine?

fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

 

Blogs and Others 

The Lean Submriner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html 

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

Submariners World http://submarinersworld.blogspot.com/  

SubmarinersWorldTV  https://www.youtube.com/user/SubmarinersWorldTV  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)
https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
http://www.tendertale.com/
http://submarinersworld.blogspot.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SubmarinersWorldTV
http://www.pigboats.com/
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Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 21 July 2015 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

  http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html 

 

Base Vice Commander, Steve Corcoran, called the meeting to 

order at 1900 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted. 

 

Possible new member, James Sipes, introduced himself. 

 

The Vice Commander then introduced Jack James, Director of 

the USS Turner Joy Museum Ship.  He explained that he was 

recruiting for volunteers.  He told the membership about his 

military background which consisted of submarine duty and 

service with the Navy Seals.  He went on to explain that volun-

teers were needed in all facets of the program he directs.  Du-

ties include work in the Museum Store, maintenance work 

aboard the ship, tour docents, assisting with guided tours deal-

ing with ghosts, assisting with overnight stays, NJROTC tours 

and training, and working with the Sea Cadets who assist with 

the annual Memorial Day services.  He provided flyers and 

forms about the volunteer programs. 

 

Shipmate Don Floyd was introduced.  Don told of military ex-

periences including submarine FT duties, Navy reserves, Na-

tional Guard and Army reserves.  Because he qualified on USS 

Cusk (SS 348) in 1965, Don Floyd was then inducted into the 

Holland Club. 

 

The minutes from the June 16th meeting and the financial report 

were approved as presented. 

 

The membership is at 273 as of June 30th.  Committee Chair-

man, Dennis Nardone, reminds everyone that the National 

dues are going up from $20 to $25 as of 1 January 2016. 

 

Base Storekeeper, Ralph Harris, reported on his trip to the East 

Coast and showed off a few new items in the Ship's Store. 

 

Float Manager, Sam Swenson, announced that the float is 

cleaned up and ready for the Silverdale Whaling Days parade. 

 

COB, Wayne Peterson, invited the membership to the Base 

Picnic, Saturday, August 29 about 1100 hours.  The picnic will 

be at the Bremerton Elks Lodge off of Pine Rd.  The COB also 

provided hotdogs and fixings for those present at the meeting. 

 

The Vice Commander commented that we need more volun-

tary participation at base functions and parades. 

 

He announced that three National Scholarship awards had lo-

cal affiliation:  Nathan Parish (grandson of shipmate Dennis 

Wendt); Martha Durkee-Neuman (granddaughter of shipmate 

Al Durkee); and Joseph Wiltz (son of shipmate Steven Wiltz). 

 

He invites the membership and their families to view the movie 

“Hunt for Red October” to be shown at the Dragonfly Theater 

in Port Orchard.  Showtime is scheduled for 1830 hours, on 

Thursday, 13 August, with popcorn, soda, and candy included 

in the price of admission. 

 

The Vice Commander then expressed his views on the base 

fireworks business.  The project will be discussed at the 1 Au-

gust E-board meeting at the FRA.  He has strong opinions 

about the small rate of return for all of the work involved and 

the weak showing of volunteers. 

 

There will be no August General Membership Meeting other 

than the brief business meeting conducted at the Base Picnic 

on August 29 at 1200. 

 

The next scheduled General Membership Meeting will be 

Tuesday, 15 September 2015. 

 

The 50/50 raffle of $40 was won by John Layton.  He donated 

$25 of his winnings to the Scholarship Fund. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2034 hours. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Dick Litscher  

For Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Thresher_(SS-200) 
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NAVAL OFFICERS and NAVY CHIEFS 

 

A group of Chiefs and a group of Naval Officers take a train to a 

conference. Each Naval Officer holds a ticket. But the entire 

group of Chiefs has bought only one ticket for a single passen-

ger.  

 

The Naval Officers are just shaking their heads and are secretly 

pleased that the arrogant Chiefs will finally get what they de-

serve.  

 

Suddenly one of the Chiefs calls out: "The conductor is com-

ing!".  At once, all the Chiefs jump up and squeeze into one of 

the toilets.  

 

The conductor checks the tickets of the Naval Officers.  

 

When he notices that the toilet is occupied he knocks on the door 

and says: "Ticket, please!" One of the Chiefs slides the single 

ticket under the doors and the conductor continues merrily on his 

round.  

 

For the return trip the Naval Officers decide to use the same 

trick.  They buy only one ticket for the entire group but they are 

baffled as they realize that the Chiefs didn't buy any tickets at 

all.  

 

After a while one of the Chiefs announces again: "The conductor 

is coming!" Immediately all the Naval Officers race to a toilet 

and lock themselves in.  

 

All the Chiefs leisurely walk to the other toilet. Before the last 

Chief enters the toilet, he knocks on the toilet occupied by the 

Naval Officers and says: "Ticket, please!" 

 

Moral of the story? -- Officers like to use the methods of the 

Chiefs, but they don't really understand them.  

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 29 August 2015 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

  http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html 

 

Base Commander Jim DeMott called the meeting to order at the 

picnic area of the Bremerton Elks.  

 

Opening observances were conducted. 

 

Al Sanders and Greg Baer were inducted into the Holland Club 

by Holland Club chairman Dick Litscher.  Each recipient gave a 

brief on their careers, of which both were very unique. 

Al Sanders uniqueness was his entry into the submarine service 

at age 33 and  Greg Baer after serving on two diesel boats on 

active duty, retired as a STC(SS) with combined active and re-

serve service of 21years. 

 

Cmdr. Jim DeMott a member submitted a change to Section 3 of 

the By Laws from “All elections shall be by secret ballot vote of 

the members in good standing” to “All elections shall be by se-

cret ballot vote of any  position with more than one candidate by 

attending members in good standing. If any position has only 

one candidate, election may be determined by a simple showing 

of raised hands of attending members in good standing.” This 

change will be reviewed by the EBoard. 

 

Don Bassler won $60.00 in the 50/50 raffle and donated it to the 

Scholarship Fund. 

 

Meeting was adjourned and the picnic commenced. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Triton_(SS-201) 

 

Cow - A refrigerated fixture in the galley that dispenses something like milk. 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Triton_(SS-201)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Trout_(SS-202) 
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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. 

1944  Losses 

USS SCORPION (SS 278) January 5, 1944  

USS GRAYBACK (SS 208) February 26, 1944  

USS TROUT (SS 202) February 28, 1944  

USS TULLIBEE (SS 284) March 26, 1944  

USS HERRING (SS 233) June 1, 1944  

USS GUDGEON (SS 211) June 7, 1944  

USS GOLET (SS 361) June 14, 1944  

USS S 28 (SS 133) July 4, 1944  

USS ROBALO (SS 273) July 26, 1944  

USS FLIER (SS 250) August 13, 1944  

 

USS HARDER (SS 257) August 24, 1944  

USS SEAWOLF (SS 197) October 3, 1944  

USS ESCOLAR (SS 294) October 17, 1944  

USS DARTER (SS 227) October 24, 1944  

USS SHARK II (SS 314) October 24, 1944  

USS TANG (SS 306) October 24, 1944  

USS ALBACORE (SS 218) November 7, 1944  

USS GROWLER (SS 215) November 8, 1944  

USS SCAMP (SS 277) November 9, 1944 

 

Compiled by Paul W. Wittmer and Charles R. Hinman, originally from:  

U.S. Submarine Losses World War II, NAVPERS 15,784, 1949 ISSUE 

Leaving Pearl Harbor on 16 October 1944, SCAMP (Cdr. J. C. Hol-

lingsworth) headed for Midway, topped off with fuel there, and de-

parted that place for her eighth patrol on 21 October 1944. SCAMP 

was to patrol in the vicinity of the Bonin Islands. On 8 November, her 

area was changed to the vicinity of 29° 00'N, 141° 00'E. 

On 9 November, SCAMP was told to stay clear of the Bonins area south 

of 28°N during B-29 raids and she acknowledged, saying she was in 

28° 44'N, 141° 44'E, and had made no torpedo attacks. This was the last 

communication received from SCAMP. In order to provide rescue ser-

vices for downed aviators during Saipan-based B-29 assaults on To-

kyo, SCAMP was ordered to lifeguard duty on 14 November. She was told to proceed to a point just east of 

the peninsula, which forms the eastern boundary of Tokyo Bay, on Honshu. Between that date and 26 No-

vember 1944, numerous messages were sent to SCAMP which required no acknowledgement, thus render-

ing it impossible to tell whether she received any or all of them. 

On 29 November 1944, information was received of an enemy minefield in the vicinity of Inubo Saki, a point 

on the previously mentioned peninsula, and all submarines in that area were warned. Since all transmis-

sions to SCAMP after 9 November 1944 remained unacknowledged, and she had not appeared by 21 De-

cember 1944, she was reported as presumed lost on war patrol in enemy waters. 

For further reading:  http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-scamp-277-loss.htm  

On Eternal Patrol - The Loss of USS Scamp (SS-277) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Trout_(SS-202)
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/scorpion.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/grayback.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/trout.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/tullibee.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/herring.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/gudgeon.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/golet.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/s28.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/robalo.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/flier.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/harder.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/seawolf.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/escolar.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/darter.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/shark2.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/tang.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/albacore.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/growler.htm
http://www.csp.navy.mil/ww2boats/scamp.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-scamp-277-loss.htm
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tuna_(SS-203) 

 
 

536 Fourth St 
Bremerton, WA 98337 

 (360) 627-9843 

Crazy Ivan - Demonstrated in the movie The Hunt for Red October. Russian submarines would quickly turn 180 degrees while 

underway to see whether any American submarines were following. 

 

Deterrent Park 
Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tuna_(SS-203)
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horse-and-Cow-Pub-and-Grill/294999130624876
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
8/31/2015 Dennis Nardone 
2015—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 057.59 

Scholarship Fund: $15,388.10 

General Fund: $34,061.60 

Net Worth: $80,507.29 

 

Base Membership 
8/31/2015 Dennis Nardone 

 

Total Members: 269 

Annual Members: 47 

USSVI Life Members: 201 

Base Life Members: 192 

Holland Club Members: 151 

Annual Associate Members: 4 

Life Associate Members: 5 

War Veterans: 249 

Bremerton Base Calendar  
http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDAR/Year.html 
 

 
Oct 3 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 7 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Oct 17 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 07 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 07 Auburn Veterans Day Parade  – refer to the Gertrude Check 

Nov 11 Veterans Day – refer to the Gertrude Check  

Nov 21 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Dec 02 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Dec 05 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Dec 12 Annual Christmas Party – refer to the Gertrude Check – Bremerton 

Elks 4131 Pine Rd NE Bremerton 360.479.1181 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Gar_(SS-206) 

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremerton Base website) - current information on base activities, members,  on-
line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook                                                                                                               
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Gar_(SS-206)
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 
SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           
Volume 19 ISSUE 3  Jul—Sep 2015—Issue Date Sep 20, 2015 

Permit # 92 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Submariner 

The Past, Present and Future—-Pride Runs Deep! 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Sep 25 Club House, McCormack Woods 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE Port Orchard 360-895-0142 

Oct 2 Tracy ton Public House 403 NW Tracy Ave, Bremerton 360.405.768 ()   

Oct 9 Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.373.1320  

Oct 16 Doc’s Marina Grill, 403 Madison Ave, Bainbridge Island 206.842.8339 

Oct 23 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422   

Oct 30 Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 9447 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale 360.698.1557  

Nov 6 Moon Dogs Too 714 Bay Street, Port Orchard 360-895-2300  

Nov 13 Arena Sports Bar 4111 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.627.7515 

Nov 20 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 360-479-0788 

Nov 27 El Sombrero 1472 Olney Ave. Port Orchard  

Dec 4 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale360.516.6265   

Dec 11 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422  

Dec 18 Applebee’s 3138 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.308.8000 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs-http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
11:30—13:00 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was    

established by the late  Willie Spoon for two equal      

purposes: to bring members together on a weekly basis 

to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the           

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     

contribution to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William 

"Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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The insignia of the U.S. Navy's Submarine Service is a Sub-

marine flanked by two dolphins. Dolphins, the traditional at-

tendants to Poseidon, the Greek god of the sea and patron deity 

of sailors, are symbolic of a calm sea.  

The origin of the U.S. Navy Submarine Insignia dates back to 

13 June 1923. Captain Ernest J. King, USN,Commander, Sub-

marine Division Three (later Fleet Admiral and Chief of Naval 

Operations during World War II), suggested to the Secretary 

of the Navy, via the Bureau of Navigation (later known as BU-

PERS), that a distinguished device for qualified submariners 

be adopted. He submitted a pen-and-ink sketch of his own 

showing a shield mounted on the beam of a submarine, with 

dolphins forward and aft of the conning tower. The suggestion 

was strongly endorsed by Commander Submarine Divisions, 

Atlantic. During the next several months the Bureau of Navi-

gation solicited additional designs from several sources. 

Among the designs were a submarine and shark motif, a sub-

marine and shield, and submarines with ancient dolphins.  

A Philadelphia firm, Bailey, Banks and Biddle, which had 

done work for the Navy previously, was requested to design a 

suitable badge. In 1928, Mr. George Meale, representing the 

firm, mentioned to Ensign William Crawford Eddy that they 

were looking for a design for "Submarine Wings" to denote 

qualifications in Submarines. Using his original sketches of 

the 1926 Naval Academy class crest that he had designed, Ed-

dy came up with the present submarine insignia which was 

adopted by the Navy and is in use today (shown above), abow 

view of surface submarine, with bow planes rigged for diving, 

flanked by dolphins in horizontal position, their heads resting 

on the upper edge of the bow planes. Future Navy Captain 

Eddy then recommended to the Secretary of the Navy that the 

design be adopted. The recommendation was accepted by The-

odore Roosevelt, Jr., Acting Secretary of the Navy. The sub-

marine insignia was to be worn at all times by officers and 

men qualified in submarine duty attached to submarine units 

or organizations, ashore or afloat, and not to be worn when not 

attached.  

In 1941 the Uniform Regulations were modified to permit of-

ficers and enlisted men to wear the submarine insignia after 

they had been assigned to other duties in the naval service, 

unless such right had been revoked. The officer insignia was a 

bronze gold plated metal pin, worn centered above the left 

breast pocket and above the ribbons or medals. Enlisted men 

wore an embroidered silk insignia on the outside of the right 

sleeve, midway between the wrist and elbow until 1947 when 

it was shifted to above the left breast pocket. In 1943 the Uni-

form Regulations were modified to allow enlisted men, who 

were qualified for submarine duty then subsequently promoted 

to commissioned or warrant ranks, to continue wearing the 

enlisted submarine insignia until they qualified as submarine 

officers when they were entitled to wear the officers submarine 

pin.   

 

http://militaryhonors.sid-hill.us/history/dolphhst.htm 
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Soup Down 

Blue Goose Tavern 

Tony’s Pizza 

Silver City 

Azteca in Poulsbo 

Tony’s Pizza 

Silver City 

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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Soup Down 

Fujiyama Steak House 

Round Table Pizza 

Anybody’s Guess 

Round Table Pizza 

Chow Hall 

Tai Pak Hong Kong 

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html  
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T'was the Night Before Christmas-

Submarine Style 
 

T'was the night before Christmas, and what no-one could see, 

The men with the dolphins were under the sea. 

Most of the crew was flat on their backs, 

Snoring and dreaming all snug in their racks. 

 

Those men on watch were making their rounds, 

Some manning the planes or listening for sounds. 

Back in maneuvering or down in the room, 

They all hoped the oncoming watch would come soon. 

 

I'd finished some PM's whose time was now due, 

And hoped for some sleep, even an hour or two. 

Against better judgment I took a short stroll, 

And found myself wandering into control. 

 

The Nav had the Conn, the COW was in place, 

The COB had the Dive and a scowl on his face. 

The helm and the planes were relaxed but aware, 

The QM and ET were discussing a dare. 

 

To comply with the orders the Nav told the Dive, 

To bring the boat up with minimum rise. 

The orders were given and soon they were there, 

At periscope depth with a scope in the air. 

 

The QM confirmed our position with care, 

The broadcast was copied, we brought in some air. 

The Nav on the scope let out a small cry, 

He shook his head twice and rubbed at his eyes. 

 

He looked once again to find what it was, 

That interrupted his sweep and caused him to pause. 

Try as he might there was nothing to see, 

So down went the scope and us to the deep. 

 

I asked what it was that caused his dismay, 

He sheepishly said, "I'm embarrassed to say." 

It could have been Northern Lights or a cloud, 

Or a meteorite he wondered aloud. 

 

But to tell you the truth I guess I must say, 

Whatever it was it looked like a sleigh. 

And though it passed quickly and never was clear, 

I almost believe it was pulled by reindeer. 

 

We laughed and teased him and I got up to go, 

When our moment was broken by "Conn, Radio." 

They told us a message was just coming in, 

We looked at the 

depth gauge and 

started to grin. 

 

"Radio, Conn, I feel 

safe to say, 

Your attempt at a 

joke is too long de-

layed. 

If it had been sooner 

it might have been 

neat, 

But I doubt we're 

receiving at four-

hundred feet." 

 

"Conn, Radio, you 

can come down and 

see, 

We're not playing games to any degree." 

I headed aft with nothing better to do, 

Surprised by the fact it was still coming through. 

 

It stopped and was sent to control to be read, 

The Nav read it slowly and scratched at his head. 

Then again he began but this time aloud, 

To those that now waited, a curious crowd. 

 

"To you Denizens of the Deep and men of the sea, 

Who risk your life daily so others stay free. 

I rarely have seen you on this, my big night, 

For far too often you are hidden from sight. 

 

But purely by luck I saw you tonight, 

As your scope coaxed the plankton to glow in the night. 

And lucky for me I've finally won, 

The chance to say thanks for all you have done. 

 

I know that you miss your families at home, 

And sometimes you feel as if you're alone. 

But trust what I say and I'll do what's right, 

I'll take something special to your families tonight. 

 

Along with the gifts I'll take to your kin, 

I'll visit their dreams and leave word within. 

They'll hear of your love, and how you miss them, 

I'll tell them that soon you'll be home again. 

 

It might not be much I know that is true, 

To thank you for all the things that you do. 

But I'll do what I can, while you do what's right, 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight." 
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