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USSVI Purpose and Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  
That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. 
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  
 
That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the 
elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from 
the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 
 
All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are 
Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 
more definition than this printed black and white copy! 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/andrews-h-d.htm  

http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html 

 Commander      
Steve Corcoran 
360-471-2704  

stephenjcorcoran@ gmail.com  

  Holland Club  
Chairman 

Dick Litscher 
360-373-1838 

nolitch@comcast.net 

 

 Vice Commander 
Doug McKay 
360-621-3234  

mckay.mason.subs@gmail.com 

  Bonefish Manager  
NWCPOA Rep   
Sam Swenson 
360-275-3638           

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

 Past Commander 
Jim DeMott 

360-895-0547 
jedemott@hotmail.com  

    

 Chief of the Boat 
Wayne Peterson 

360-265-0266 
bronc4life@yahoo.com 

  Scholarship Chairman 
John Gardner 
360-692-8994 

Jgardner@ donobi.com 

 

 Secretary 
Wayne Sieckowski 

360-362-2064 
wsieckowski@gmail,com 

  Base Webmaster 
Don “Red” Bassler 

360-602-0250 
up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

 Treasurer                    
Membership Chairman 

Dennis Nardone 
360-830-5843 

dnardone@wavecable.com 

  FaceBook 
Dale McVey 
360-981-1167 

dale.mcvey@gmail.com 

 

 Chaplain 
Fred Borgmann 

360-337-2978 
office@ussvi.org 

  Historian 
Bob Paul 

360-692-0165 
bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 

 

 Storekeeper 
Ralph  W. Harris 

360-876-0830 
rwharris@wavecable.com 

  Western District 4    
Commander 
Al Durkee 

360-908-3050 
durkeeal@ earthlink.net 
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Vent covers – Breaded veal cutlets. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/andrews-h-d.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html
mailto:sswenson@tscnet.com
mailto:durkeeal@earthlink.net
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Go to page 8  to continue 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/anker-c.htm 

Vol. 20 Issue  2    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2016 

From the Editor  

You know what chaps my buns? Shipmates who complain that I don’t have enough autobiographies/

biographies of Bremerton Base Members and then won’t give me an input to work with for a future issue of 

the PS. Well… here’s your chance AGAIN. If you look at the next page—I have included some generic ques-

tions for you to ponder and respond to at your leisure.  I will help you write your bio and you can proof it pri-

or to publication. I will send you a WORD document, if requested, to help you get going. In the meantime, I 

have included a reprint of  William "Bill" Hipp’s autobiography and Carl Richard (Bud) Berg’s obit. 

 

 BZ to Don Bassler for his compilation regarding Ralph W. Harris’ connection to the Battle of Trafalgar  

and for his article “My Best Man – We Lost Him!” 

 Check out the headers for some Submarine Terms and the footers for some of USS Lagarto’s  (SS 371) 

crewmembers who perished  on  May 4, 1945 off the Malay coast  near the Gulf of Siam—sunk by depth 

charge attack. See pg. 27 for more on the USS Lagarto. 

 A special article “The Sculpin's Lost Mission: A Nuclear Submarine in the Vietnam War” can be 
found in the digital edition. This article brings back many memories to me related to spec ops during the 
Cold War and may jog some of your memories too. 

 Please send me “press” for upcoming events and “press” and photos after the event for inclusion in 

the PS. 

 

Volume 20 Issue 3 (Jul-Aug-Sep 2016) will be published in 

mid-Aug 2016 — the due date for input is Aug  1, 2016.  

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com  

Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremerton Base website) - current information on base activities, members,  on-
line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook                                                                                                               
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/anker-c.htm
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/auchard-f-l.htm 

Snatch in the hatch – A woman coming down a hatch. Normally submariners run to see if the female is wearing a dress or not. 

Autobiography/Biography Template  (It’s  a Starter!) 

 

1. PLEASE DESCRIBE WHO OR WHAT INFLUENCED YOUR DECISION TO JOIN THE NAVY? 

WHETHER YOU WERE IN THE SERVICE FOR SEVERAL YEARS OR AS A CAREER, PLEASE DESCRIBE THE 

DIRECTION OR PATH YOU TOOK. 

2. IF YOU PARTICIPATED IN COMBAT, PEACEKEEPING OR HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS, PLEASE DE-

SCRIBE THOSE WHICH WERE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TO YOU AND, IF LIFE-CHANGING, IN WHAT 

WAY. 

3. FROM YOUR ENTIRE SERVICE, INCLUDING COMBAT, DESCRIBE THE PERSONAL MEMORIES WHICH 

HAVE IMPACTED YOU MOST? 

4. OF ALL THE MEDALS, AWARDS, QUALIFICATION BADGES OR DEVICE YOU RECEIVED, PLEASE DE-

SCRIBE THE ONE(S) MOST MEANINGFUL TO YOU AND WHY? 

5. WHICH INDIVIDUAL(S) FROM YOUR TIME IN THE MILITARY STAND OUT AS HAVING THE MOST POSI-

TIVE IMPACT ON YOU AND WHY? 

6. CAN YOU RECOUNT A PARTICULAR INCIDENT FROM YOUR SERVICE WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE 

BEEN FUNNY AT THE TIME, BUT STILL MAKES YOU LAUGH? 

7. WHAT PROFESSION DID YOU FOLLOW AFTER YOUR MILITARY SERVICE AND WHAT ARE YOU DOING 

NOW? IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY SERVING, WHAT IS YOUR PRESENT OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY? 

8. IN WHAT WAYS HAS SERVING IN THE MILITARY INFLUENCED THE WAY YOU HAVE APPROACHED 

YOUR LIFE AND YOUR CAREER? 

9. BASED ON YOUR OWN EXPERIENCES, WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO THOSE WHO HAVE RE-

CENTLY JOINED THE NAVY? 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/auchard-f-l.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/bjornson-c-h.htm 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

Bremerton Base Boosters 
The following Members are recognized for their generous donations to the 

 Base General Fund. 
They are legally tax deductible from federal income tax. 

  

Rig for Dive 
  

Periscope Depth 
  

Battle Stations 
  

Deep Submerg-
ence 

  

Unit Citation 
  

$1 - 19.99 $20 - 29.99 $30 - 49.99 $50 - 99.99 $100+ 

          

    Lynn Ryan Merle J. Parise  
Tommy Robinson 

(In Memory of 
 George Pfost) 
Katie Kaiser 
Lee Romero 

Tommy Robinson 
(In Memory of 

 Bill Hipp) 
Paul R. Lucas 

Tommy Robinson 
(In Memory of 

 Bud Berg) 
Ed Conery III 

(In Memory of 
 Bill Hipp) 

Brian Gorman 

(In Memory of 

 Bill Hipp) 
Don Bassler 

(In Memory of 

 Bud  Berg) 
  

  

Bud Atkins 
Tom Reed 

Paul Christofferson 
South Sound Base 
Dennis Nardone 
Jerry Drumm 
Don Bassler 

(In Memory of 
Art Gnepper) 
Don Bassler 

(In Memory of 
Bill Hipp) 
Jane Hipp 

(In Memory of 
Bill Hipp) 

  
  

Vol. 20 Issue  2    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2016 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/bjornson-c-h.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/breithaupt-c-w.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello fellow Submariners and Associate Members, 

 

I hope this edition of the Puget Soundings find you 

doing well. It has been a busy few months. Our 

breakfast meeting at the American Legion Post in 

February was well attended and a good time. Hats 

off to our Vice Commander Doug McKay and his 

wife Allison for providing the great chow. The enter-

tainment from magician Kevin Wolfe was outstand-

ing. Thanks to Past Base Commander Jim DeMott 

for supporting this effort. We had a successful Dol-

phin Dash due to the great effort of John Gardner 

and his crew. I wish to give a thank you to the base 

members that volunteered their time to support this 

event. This event gives us positive exposure to the 

public and supports our purpose to support the com-

munity. 

 

Well, we are into our Spring and Summer season 

which signals the start of our busy time of the year. 

Our scholarship raffle is in full swing and the draw-

ing will be held during our June meeting. The high 

light of this meeting is the presentation of the schol-

arships to the young recipients. Thanks again to John 

Gardner for spearheading this important event for us. 

Thanks to all who have donated with the raffle ticket 

sales and effort. 

 

This season is also the beginning of our parades be-

ginning with the Armed Forces Day Parade on May 

21st.  The parades are an additional avenue to expose 

our base and get the attention of the pubic to see 

what we do. We interact with other participants in 

the parade and have a good time. I have carried Old 

Glory the last few years, and let me tell you, the 

pride I feel as people stand and salute, take their co-

vers off , or put their hand over their heart as we pass 

is an indescribable feeling. If you have never partici-

pated in a parade, I highly recommend to come out 

and have some fun. We usually get together after-

wards and have lunch somewhere and share sea sto-

ries. Please join us. 

 

The Base picnic will be held on Saturday July 30th. If 

you are lucky, the COB Wayne Peterson and I will 

burn the brats , dogs and burgers for you again this 

year. Just a reminder, the Whaling Days parade is 

the same day this year so the time/schedule may 

change this year. I will keep you posted. 

 

 I would like to take the time to thank the individuals 

that take on the responsibility to hold office and 

chair our many committees for our base. I truly ap-

preciate all you do for our base and membership. I 

continue to work full time, as does many of our of-

ficers and committee chairman. I sometimes forget 

to express my gratitude towards you. Thank you. 

 And a thank you to all our members. Whether you 

attend the soup downs, parades, volunteer at our 

events, or help in any other way, I thank you. We 

have a great base, and I truly enjoy seeing you at our 

events. 

 

 I will be attending the U.S.S.V.I. National Conven-

tion in August. If you have any concerns or issues 

you would like presented at the national level, please 

let me know. I am attending to represent your base. 

 

Well that is all for now. I am still going to leave my 

main goals here. I feel they are important. Take care 

my friends. 

 

            [See Commander’s Comments p. 7]       

Foxtail – A soft hair brush used for cleaning. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/breithaupt-c-w.htm
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/britain-w-l.htm 

[from p. 6] Commander’s Comments 

   

Membership – Our membership is what makes our base so successful and strong. My goal is to keep our 

membership strong and hopefully recruit more members. We have an awesome resource being so close to a 

submarine base. My intention is to communicate with the boats and shore commands and interface with the 

active duty force. We as a base, need to communicate our creed and all that we do for the community, not 

to mention the fun we have. I also ask that our current members contact one of your former shipmates and 

invite them to one of our meetings or events, just to check us out. 

 

Primary and Secondary individuals for Committees – I feel we need to have a 2nd person familiar with 

the many committees we have. Starting with the Treasurers' position on down to Puget Soundings. My goal 

here is to have someone familiar with the duties and responsibilities of each position. We do many good 

things and support events throughout the year. For example, scholarship raffle and applications, member-

ship, parades, Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I just feel if an individual is on vacation or unable 

to continue as the primary chairman, we need someone else to step up. Just like on the boats, we had a pri-

mary and secondary for all major collateral duties. 

 

      I look forward to seeing you all at future events. If there is anything I can assist you with, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as your Base Commander. 

 

Steve Corcoran 

Base Commander 

USSVI Bremerton Base         

   

Vol. 20 Issue  2    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2016 

Welcome Aboard  

Gary Dillard (Puffer) former South Sound Base 
Member  

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/britain-w-l.htm
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Edward+Teach+Pirate+Flag&view=detailv2&&id=19871481FAE309E9D462DD8A33DEF85BEDEC5139&selectedIndex=2&ccid=synOL%2fy5&simid=608041338481476088&thid=OIP.Mb329ce2ffcb948b6988840662e9b5563o0&ajaxhist=0
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/brock-a.htm 

Coner - A submarine crewman who is not part of the engineering department, especially Torpedomen, because they are 

stationed in the forward cone of the Sub. Also known as "Forward Pukes" (as opposed to "F**kin' Nukes") or M.U.F.F.s (My Up 

Forward Friends). 

 MMCM(SS)  
Ralph W. Harris USN(Ret) 

Base Storekeeper 
has Connection to the Battle of 

Trafalgar                                                         
Compiled by Webmaster          

Don Bassler 
 

Recently, Ralph received a copy of a letter 

written by retired Navy Captain Edward 

Beach 1, (1918-2002) famed skipper of the 

USS Triton (SSN-586), to Ralph’s Dad, 

John W. Harris, in response to a letter John, 

had written to Beach in 1972, 44 years ago.          

 

Many know that Beach was history buff and 

had written several submarine books.   

   

The reason John had written the letter was to inform Beach 

that Ralph’s great, great, great grandfather William Gamblin 2 

helped Admiral Lord Nelson 3 below decks 

after he had been wounded during the Battle 

of Trafalgar 4        

 

William was a sailor on HMS Victory under 

Admiral Lord Nelson in the battle (21 Octo-

ber 1805), a naval engagement fought by the 

British Royal Navy against the combined 

fleets of the French and Spanish Navies, during the War of the 

Third Coalition (August–December 1805) of the Napoleonic 

Wars (1803–1815).  

 

Nelson was shot by a French musketeer during the battle and 

died shortly after, becoming one of Britain's greatest war he-

roes. However the British won the war spectacularly confirming 

the naval supremacy that Britain had established during the 

eighteenth century and was achieved in part through Nelson's 

departure from the prevailing naval tactical orthodoxy. 

 

In closing, it should be noted that Ralph’s family to this day, has 

served in the United States Armed Services. 

 

Older Brother: Donald Harris, USN Sonar Technician, USS           

Hazelwood  

Ralph: USN Career Submariner 

Sons:  Doug (CB, USN) and    Dan (USN ) 

Brother-in-law:  Ray Pottle (USN) 

Navy nieces and nephews: Yvonne Pottle, Ronald   

Pottle, Richard Pottle, Dennis,Harris, Michael              

Colianno (active duty).                      

Younger Brother: David  Harris:   USMC                      

Cousin, Robert   Canning, USMC 

 

 

 

 
                                       Above is Lineage 
                                                                                     
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_L._Beach_Jr. 
2http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gamblinfamily/

alternate_william_gamblin.html  

3https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Nelson,_1st_Viscount_Nelson 
4https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trafalgar  

Beach 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/brock-a.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/Beach.pdf
http://www.submarinesailor.com/inmemorium/beachned.htm
http://www.submarinesailor.com/inmemorium/beachned.htm
http://www.gamblinfamily.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Nelson,_1st_Viscount_Nelson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trafalgar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trafalgar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_L._Beach_Jr
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gamblinfamily/alternate_william_gamblin.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gamblinfamily/alternate_william_gamblin.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Nelson,_1st_Viscount_Nelson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Trafalgar
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Carl Richard (Bud) Berg passed on 

March 19, 2016, at the age of 85. He was born 

on Oct. 10, 1930, to Carl and Elsie Berg in 

Sandpoint, Idaho. Bud married Mary Jo 

(Koehler) Berg in January 1952 and had three 

sons: Carl M. (married to Laurie), Randy F. 

(married to Marlene) and Alan S. (married to 

Nancy). Bud was preceded in death by his wife 

of 63 years. 

Bud was raised on the family farm in Northern 

Idaho, where as a boy he enjoyed hunting and 

fishing with his father. In 1948 Bud joined the 

Navy, volunteering for submarine duty. Qualify-

ing in submarines, he earned his Dolphins on 

the USS Charr (SS328) in 1950, served on the 

USS Perch (ASSP313) during the Korean Con-

flict earning a combat war patrol pin, USS Cusk 

(SS348), USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN 601) USS 

Andrew Jackson (SSBN 619) and USS Hunley 

(AS31). He was very proud of his time in the 

submarine service. He retired from Navy 1969. 

For the next 16 years he worked at Keyport 

NTS in underwater recovery, PSNS as Nuclear 

Shift Test engineer (technician) and then 10 

years as a stock broker and financial planner. He 

was a life member in the Bremerton Base Sub-

Vets Association, and the Fleet Reserve Associ-

ation where he and Mary enjoyed many group 

activities. He lived a full life, enjoying all that 

life in the NW offered, especially fishing with 

good friends. 

Bud and Mary lived in Seabeck and Bremerton 

for the last 47 years and were founding mem-

bers of Evergreen Lutheran Church. He is sur-

vived by his three sons and their families, in-

cluding five grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren. 

http://www.kitsapsun.com/obituaries/Carl-

Richard-Berg-85-373260651.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/byrer-c-r.htm
http://www.kitsapsun.com/obituaries/Carl-Richard-Berg-85-373260651.html
http://www.kitsapsun.com/obituaries/Carl-Richard-Berg-85-373260651.html


10  

 
Bremerloes - Female of husky build. Term originated at Bremerton, Washington base where they are rather common. 

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/carleton-w-e.htm 

My Best Man – We Lost Him! 

              

by Don “Red” Bassler | Webmaster |  

USSVI Bremerton Base 

 

On March 10, 2016 we lost one of our base’s last 

WWII veteran members, Lcdr Bill Hipp (USN-ret). 

 

Bill left on eternal patrol from home in Silverdale 

WA under Hospice care.  He would have been 93 in 

May, 2016. Bill was a fighter with a few significant 

ailments he never talked about, but it weighed him 

down the last few years as he delayed leaving on his 

final patrol a couple of times.  

 

I did not have the opportunity to know Bill in the 

Navy, only the last 15 years. But at least one of our 

members worked directly for him in the Navy.  Until 

recent years, he thought Bill was too much of a disci-

plinarian when he worked for him, but understood 

later why he was like that; Bill’s upbringing in the 

Depreciation and war patrols in WWII was his expe-

rience that served that member and all of us with the 

greatest standard of living ever known. 

 

Former USSVI Senior Vice commander Jim Foote 

introduced me to Bill on the way to the annual Au-

burn Veterans’ Day Parade.  Jim was hauling the 

Bonefish Float with my new friend, Bill, and I were 

riding shot gun. I did not know immediately, but af-

ter a few years of going to parades, meetings, fire-

works sales with him, I respected him as my father; 

how fortunate for me.  Bill was reverent, never criti-

cizing others with little talk about himself. 

 

Living as a widower for nearly a year in 2006, I rein-

troduced myself to my current wife, widow De-

lourse, and before we knew it, we were planning a 

wedding.  But first I need to get permission from my 

“Father”, Bill.  Delourse and I  made an appointment 

with Bill and his wife, Jane, and the rest is history.  

Bill was my Best Man at our wedding, December 2, 

2006. 

 

Bill, God bless you! 

 

A reprint of Bill’s autobiography follows on the next 

page. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/carleton-w-e.htm
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/cathey-l-f.htm 

LCDR William "Bill" Hipp, USN, Ret. 

An Autobiography 

 

I was born in Puyallup, WA and grew up in Winlock, Vaughn, 

and Key Center. I attended Vaughn Union High School until 

Jan 1941 when I dropped out in my senior year and joined the 

Navy. After recruit training I arrived at Bremerton Naval Ship-

yard and was assigned to put YP-85 into service. In Jul 1941 

we departed for Sitka, AK. After Dec 7th we patrolled off 

shore and formed up convoys for departure west to Kodiak and 

the Aleutian Islands. In Feb 1942 the ship was ordered to Kodi-

ak then west to Cold Bay, AK. There I received orders for sub-

marine training. In Apr 1943 I reported to Subase, New Lon-

don, CT and was assigned to Spritz's Navy while taking prelim-

inary tests before entering Submarine School. We studied "O" 

Boats, commissioned in the early 1920's, and a far cry from the 

'new' Gato Class submarine that I would eventually be as-

signed. Jul 1943 changed my life completely --- I met the love 

of my life and it has endured now for over 60 years. Along the 

way Jan and I were blessed with two beautiful and wonderful 

daughters, Margretta and Linda. They have brought us much 

joy throughout the years. 

 

From Submarine School I was granted 15 days leave/travel 

time and ordered to Submarine Barracks, Mare Island, CA for 

further transfer to the South West Pacific Theater. While on 

leave Jane and I were married at my home. We had three whole 

days together, then she returned to CT and I went to Mare Is-

land. Shortly thereafter, I and 50 other submariners assigned to 

SOPAC were bussed to San Francisco and boarded the MS 

Bristagi. The Bristagi sailed under the Dutch flag with a Dutch 

crew and an American armed guard crew to service the deck 

guns. She was a fast ship and sailed independently without es-

cort. She also carried over 900 Sea Bee's destined for Milne 

Bay, New Guinea. 

 

I reported to SUBDIV 182 Relief Crew stationed aboard USS 

Fulton (AS-11) anchored at Milne Bay. From the Relief Crew I 

went to USS Scamp (SS-277) in up-keep alongside Fulton. 

Scamp had one more patrol before she returned to Mare Island 

for overhaul. I was excited 

about my first submarine and 

the possibility of returning to 

the States, but my assignment 

was brief. Scamp's complement 

of former crewmen in the Re-

lief Crew at Brisbane, Australia 

were flown up to return with 

Scamp to the States. As junior 

man aboard I returned to the 

Relief Crew for further assign-

ment. I was disappointed but 

knew it was only right because I had just arrived from the 

States.  

Then USS Flounder (SS-251) arrived from the States. She was 

built at EB and newly commissioned. Half of her crew were 

seasoned veterans and the unqualified crewmen had been 

through pre-commissioning school and were working hard on 

their qualifications. Underway training from New London to 

Milne Bay had been rigorous and she was ready for sea (RFS) 

in all respects. She stopped alongside Fulton only to top-off 

fuel, take on supplies, and do a short up-keep before starting 

her first war patrol. Flounder needed one more FN1 to fill out 

her engine room compliment and I was selected if I wanted the 

billet. However, there was a catch. Fulton was returning to the 

States for overhaul and SUBDIVE 182 was going back too. 

Fulton's relief was anchored in the bay and ready to take over 

her duties. My dilemma, should I stay with the Relief Crew and 

return to the States or take the Flounder billet and spend at least 

two more years in SOPAC? Because I was married only three 

days before leaving the U.S., staying in the Relief Crew was a 

huge temptation, but I really wanted a boat and to qualify so I 

chose Flounder and never looked back.  

 

[See  "Bill" Hipp, USN, Ret.  p. 12]       

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/cathey-l-f.htm
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Horse C*ck - Large log of baloney or overcooked kielbasa usually put out for lunch or mid rats. 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/catozzi-s-g.htm 

[from p. 11] “Bill” Hipp  

 

Flounder made six war patrols. I qualified on our first patrol 

and was promoted to MoMM2(SS) and then to MoMM1(SS). 

In May 1945 we returned to Mare Island for overhaul that in-

cluded improved radar and sonar equipment. Our old 4 inch 

deck gun was replaced with a 5 inch deck guns both fore and 

aft. Our stay at Mare Island can only be described as GREAT! 

Many crewmembers on leave were married and us married 

folks, both officers and enlisted, lived in Quonset Hut convert-

ed into apartments. But our lives were about to change once 

again. By the end of Jul we were busy checking out new equip-

ment, witnessing tests and preparing the boat for sea trials. The 

time came to give up our Quonset Hut quarters and send our 

families back home. On 11 Aug Flounder left Mare Island, un-

derway for Pearl Harbor. We would stop there only to top off 

fuel, load torpedos and 5 inch ammo, and load groceries. Our 

patrol assignment was unknown. We conducted intensive un-

derway training drills. 

 

On Aug 14th, a day I will never forget, we were told Japan had 

surrendered and hostilities had ceased. We were also warned 

that 'all units' of the Japanese military may not have received 

the cease fire order and to proceed with caution. two days later 

we tied up and Subase, Pearl Harbor. Soon boats still on patrol 

began returning. It was a happy time. We knew someone on 

almost every boat. We saw old friends, made new friends, an 

swapped sea stories. I met my brother-in-law, Rich Pfannen-

stiel, for the first time, who was on USS Finback (SS-230). 

 

Within a week Flounder was headed back to the U.S., destina-

tion Staton Island, NY. My enlistment expired and I was eligi-

ble for discharge. I was offered promotion to CPO if I reenlist-

ed. That was a strong temptation, but I had spent 98% or the 

war outside the U.S. and had minimal time with Jane, so I took 

my discharge in Oct 1945. 

Jane and I returned to WA state. My life as a civilian was not 

spectacular and I missed the Navy, particularly submarines. So 

in Apr 1946 I reenlisted for six years, but at the lower rate of 

MoMM2(SS). After a short stay at NRTC San Diego I reported 

to the decommissioning crew of USS Stickleback (SS-415) at 

Mare Island. After decommissioning Stickleback I served on 

USS Blueback (SS-326) until she also was decommissioned and 

turned over to the Turkish Navy. Then I was ordered to USS 

Quillback (SS-424) and in 1948 I was promoted to EN1(SS). In 

1950 I went to shore duty at Subase, New London, assigned to 

the Engineering and Repair Department. In 1952 I was promot-

ed to ENC(SS) , requested sea duty, and was ordered to USS 

Bang (SS-385). While serving in Bang I was notified that I had 

been selected for Limited Duty Officer (LDO). I was temporari-

ly assigned to USS Entemedor (SS-340) while waiting for 

knife, fork, and spoon school. On the 25th of June 1956 at 

Newport, R.I., I was sworn in as an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. 

That marked my last days as a submarine crewman.  

I was ordered to DESDIV 82, Norfolk, VA and assigned o USS 

Stormes (DD--780), Engineering Department. A month later I 

went to damage control and fire fighting school in Philadelphia, 

PA then assigned as the Damage Control Assistant (DCA). 

Subsequently I attended engineering school for destroyers, 

Newport, R.I. and became the ship's Chief Engineer. After three 

years aboard Stormes, much of which was spent at sea, I was 

ordered to Fleet Training Command (FTC), Norfolk, VA, to 

relieve the Officer in Charge (OIC) of Damage Control School. 

The OIC was extended in that billet so I became the Fiscal Of-

ficer and First Lt. After shore duty I went to USS Howard W 

Gilmore (AS-16) as the Assistant Repair Officer (ARO). While 

on Gilmore I was extended to four years, serving at various 

times, as the Navigator, Damage Control Assistant (DCA), Re-

pair Officer (RO), and four months as Executive Officer (XO). 

After detachment from Gilmore, I reported to the Naval Ship 

Yard (NSY) Charleston as a Ship's Superintendent. Then in 

1966 I received orders to the USS Sperry (AS-12) at Subase 

Ballast Point, San Diego, CA as the Repair Officer. In the 

Spring of 1968 I was ordered to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 

(PSNS), Bremerton, WA where I served in the Planning & Esti-

mating (P&E) as Fiscal Officer for submarine tenders and fast 

attack submarines.  

 

[See  "Bill" Hipp, USN, Ret.  p. 13]       

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/catozzi-s-g.htm
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[from p. 12] “Bill” Hipp  

 

On 30 Oct 1969 I carried out my final retirement orders after 

serving over 28 years in the Navy. I will always remember the 

friends I made and the shipmates I served with over the years 

with great affection. After retirement from the Navy I worked 

with the Electric Boat (EB) Division of General Dynamics as a 

Quality Assurance (QA) Inspector for procurement. Much of 

my work was with the 688 Class and Trident submarines. It is 

obvious, that even today, I just cannot get submarine and those 

who man them out of my system. 

Bill Hipp's War Patrols in USS Flounder (SS-251) 

On 17 Mar 1944 Flounder sailed on her first war patrol, bound 

for the Palaus. Planes were sighted, limiting her action, and few 

contacts were made.  

She departed 3 Jun 44 on her second war patrol. In the Philip-

pine Sea during the assault on the Marianas, Flounder made a 

sound contact on 17 Jun which resulted in her sinking a 2,681 

ton transport. Escorts began a persistent, vigorous counter-

attack, fortunately ineffective. On 24 Jun, as Flounder sailed on 

the surface, two enemy planes dived out of the cloud cover, and 

dropped bombs close aboard, causing some damage, luckily not 

serious. 

Flounder left on her third war patrol 1 Aug 44 and sailed as 

lifeguard during strikes on the Philippines. Again she found few 

contacts and was able to make only one attack. The target, a 

small escort, dodged her torpedoes, and drove her deep with 

depth charges. 

On  her fourth war patrol, starting 27 Oct 44, Flounder pa-

trolled the South China Sea with two other submarines. North 

of Lombok Strait on 10 Nov Flounder sighted the conning tow-

er of a submarine. She sent four torpedoes away, observing one 

hit and feeling another as the target submarine exploded and 

was enveloped by smoke and flame. She had sunk the German 

submarine U-537. An attack by the group on a convoy off Pala-

wan 21 Nov sank a freighter, but other contacts were few. 

Underway for her fifth war patrol, Flounder sailed to lead a 

three-submarine wolf pack in the South China Sea. On  12-13 

Feb 45, her group made a determined chase after a Japanese 

task force, but was unable to close these fast targets. On 22 Feb 

she launched four torpedoes at a patrol boat. Two of these, 

however, ran erratically, and only Flounder's skillful maneuver-

ing saved her from being hit by her own torpedoes. More trou-

ble came her way three days later, when in a freak accident, she 

and USS Hoe (SS-268) brushed each other 66 feet beneath the 

surface. Only a slight leak developed, which was quickly 

brought under control. 

Flounder left for her sixth war patrol 16 Mar 45, again with a 

wolf pack, and on 29 Mar contacted a large convoy, which was, 

attacked by aircraft before she and her sisters could launch their 

torpedoes. She closed he war patrol at Saipan 22 Apr and head-

ed for Mare Island and overhaul. 

She was returning to Pearl Harbor action-bound on the hostili-

ties ended. Flounder received two battle stars for World War II 

service. 

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/clouse-g-e.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
3/31/2016 Dennis Nardone 
2015—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 307.59 

Scholarship Fund: $17,375.19 

General Fund: $30,938.72* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $138.15    

Net Worth: $79,595.65 

 

Base Membership 
3/31/2016 Dennis Nardone 

 

Total Members: 256 

Annual Members: 34 

USSVI Life Members: 201 

Base Life Members: 191 

Holland Club Members: 158 

Annual Associate Members: 5 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Bremerton Base Calendar  
http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDARa/May2016.html 

May 17 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

May 21 (1000) 68th Annual Armed Forces Day Parade  Bremerton  

May 30 (1000) Memorial Day 

Jun 01 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Jun 04 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Jun 21 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Jun 25 (1800) Fathoms of Fun Parade Port Orchard 

Jul 02 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Jul 04 (1300) Grand Old Fourth of July Parade Bainbridge Island 

Jul 19 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Jul 30 (1000) Whaling Days Parade Silverdale 

Jul 30 (1200) Base Picnic – Elk Lodge #1181 Bremerton 

Aug 03 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Aug 06 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/cole-p.htm 

Metric f*ck ton – Another highly technical measuring term used when something weighs a lot. Also known as a “butt ton”, “sh*t 

ton”, and “that’s f*cking heavy”. 

http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDARa/May2016.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/cole-p.htm
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536 Fourth St 
Bremerton, WA 98337 

 (360) 627-9843 
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Deterrent Park 
Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/cook-c-t.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horse-and-Cow-Pub-and-Grill/294999130624876
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 
SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           
Volume 20 ISSUE 2  Apr—May—Jun 2016—Issue Date May 09, 2016 

Permit # 92 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Submariner 

The Past, Present and Future—-Pride Runs Deep! 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

May 13 Doc’s Marina Grill 403 Madison Ave. S. Bainbridge Island 206.842.8339 

May 20  Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422  

May 27 Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 9447 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.698.1557 

Jun 03 Puerto Vallarta 1599 SE Lund Ave, Port Orchard 360.876.0788 

Jun 10 Arena Sports Bar 4111 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.627.7515 

Jun 17 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 360-479-0788 

Jun 24 El Sombrero 23969 NE State Route 3 Belfair, WA 

Jul 01 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale360.516.6265  

Jul 08 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422  

Jul 15 Applebees 3138 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.308.8000 

Jul 22 Blue Goose Tavern 1931 Bay St. Port Orchard 360.895.8171 

Jul 29 Azteca 19045 State Hwy 305, Poulsbo 360.779.7427 

Aug 05 Cloverleaf Sports Bar and Grill 1240 Hollis St. Bremerton 

360.377.8516  

Aug 12 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, 

WA 360.479.9117 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
11:30—13:00 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was    

established by the late  Willie Spoon for two equal      

purposes: to bring members together on a weekly basis 

to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the           

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     

contribution to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William 

"Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html


17  

 

                                                                

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/davis-j-e.htm 

Vol. 20 Issue  2    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2016 

Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/ 

Submarine Dolphin Qual Card https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/ 

PACNORWESTCPOA https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630 

 

Blogs and More 

The Lean Submriner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html 

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

Submarine Shop http://submarineshop.com/

patches/ 

The Old Goat http://olgoat.com/ 

Submarine Related Books http://

theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-

submarine-related-books/ 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/davis-j-e.htm
https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630
http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
http://www.tendertale.com/
http://www.pigboats.com/
http://submarineshop.com/patches/
http://submarineshop.com/patches/
http://olgoat.com/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/doud-l-m.htm 

Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 16 Jan 2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

  http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

Base Commander Jim DeMott called the 

meeting to order at 1000 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted. 

 

World War II Submarine Veteran Paul 

Christofferson ,  Joe Gavasso, Secretary 

of the Barbel Base in Yuma AZ. , Jim 

Foot past National Senior Vice Cmdr., 

John Mansfield Past Regional Cmdr. and 

Hal Barker WWII Veteran were in attend-

ance. 

 

Welcome Aboard: Former South Sound 

Base members; Life Members John 

Mansfield, Norm Careek, Dan Durham,  

Mike Ellis, Hal Barker and Carl Black  

 

Base Officers for 2016 were sworn in 

 

Commander - Steve Corcoran 

Vice Commander - Douglas McKay 

Secretary -Wayne Sieckowski 

Treasurer - Dennis Nardone 

Chief of the Boat - Wayne Peterson 

 

Cmdr. Steve Corcoran relieved Past 

Cmdr. Jim DeMott as Base Cmdr. 

 

Retired WWII Veteran Capt. Hal Barker 

gave us brief review of his 36 year Naval 

career. Hal enlisted in 1944 and became a 

navy airdale. After the war, Hal was com-

missioned, served in destroyers and sev-

eral submarines before a tour as CO of 

the USS Sablo (SS-302).  

 

The minutes for the December 2016 

meeting were approved as written 

 

The membership is 274 as of Dec. 31 

2015.  Base Treasure, Dennis Nardone, 

reminded everyone that National dues 

went up from $20 to $25 as of 1 January 

2016. The Base has $80,646.10 in all 

accounts. 

 

Former South Sound Base officers pre-

sented the base with $130.00  to be used 

for the Kaps for Kids program,  Past 

Cmdr.  Jim DeMott will lead.  They also 

presented Bremerton Base with many 

items for the base storekeeper to put in 

his inventory. 

 

Holland Club Chairman announced there 

will be 10 members eligible to be induct-

ed into the Holland Club this year. Every-

one who qualified in 1966 or earlier are 

eligible for the Holland Club.. 

 

Puget Soundings Editor Dave Pittman 

needs pictures and articles by 1 Feb. for 

the upcoming issue. 

 

John Gardner will need a relief for the 

Scholarship Chairman position. 

 

Base Historian Bob Paul announced the 

Keyport Museum is doing a display on 

Deterrent Patrols and will have someone 

at the Feb.20 meeting to discuss this pro-

ject. 

 

Fred Borgmann said if you can’t log in on 

the website it means you owe dues. 

 

Cmdr. Steve Corcoran outlined some 

items he would like the base 

achieve.  This included updating base 

bylaws, increasing membership and a trip 

to Yakima to retrieve the traveling dol-

phins.   

  

He announced that the Feb 20th, Saturday 

morning monthly meeting will be held at 

the American Legion # 149 on Kitsap 

way.  It will be a social affair with your 

significate being invited, featuring a no 

cost breakfast from 9 to 10 followed by 

entertainment. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted  

Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/doud-l-m.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/enns-a-h.htm 

Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 20 Feb 2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

  http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

0900 Base Chaplin Fred Borgmann 

blessed the breakfast food which was 

prepared by Vice Cmdr. Doug McKay 

and his wife Allison. The breakfast meet-

ing was being held at American Legion 

#149 on Kitsap Way. 

 

Breakfast was served. 

 

1000 Base Commander Steve Corcoran 

called the meeting to order 

  

Opening observances were conducted. 

 

World War II Submarine Veteran Paul 

Christofferson ,  Jim Foot past National 

Senior Vice Cmdr.,  and Hal Barker 

WWII Veteran were in attendance along 

with fifty plus members and guests at-

tended the February Monthly Social 

Breakfast meeting. 

 

Mary Ryan, Curator from the Naval Un-

dersea Museum at Keyport, talked briefly 

about their upcoming project and asked 

for volunteers from anyone who made a 

deterrent patrol to be recorded telling 

their story for this project. 

 

Steve announced upcoming base related 

activities including the TRIAD Symposi-

um, the next 

base meeting March 19 at FRA and the 

April Dolphin Dash. 

 

Steve then introduced professional magi-

cian Kevin Wolfe who put on a very en-

tertaining 

show with the help of a few base mem-

bers. They were most amazing elusions, 

and 

left most intrigued with his ability and 

left uncertainty in most minds. 

 

Katie Kaiser won $110.00 in the 50/50 

raffle of which she donated $50.00 to the 

scholarship fund. 

 

1030 Meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted  

Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/enns-a-h.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html


20  

 
Vol. 20 Issue  2    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2016 

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/fisher-r-l.htm 

Minutes of the Bremerton Base USSVI  

Meeting conducted 19 Mar 2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

  http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

Base Commander, Steve Corcoran called 

the March 19 2016 meeting to order at 

1000 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

WW II Submarine Veteran Paul Christof-

ferson and World War II Veteran Hal 

Barker were in attendance 

 

The first speaker was an active duty sailor 

STS1(SS) Gavin Stephens of the USS 

Maine (SSBN-741).  Gavin gave a brief 

overview of his Navy career which in-

cluded duty on the USS Philadelphia 

(SSN-690), shore duty as a recruiter in 

Cleveland, OH and his current boat, USS 

Maine (SSBN 741).  Gavin is the leading 

Sonar Technician. 

  

The purpose of his visit was to inform the 

base that he will organize a Navy day 

special event for a Kitsap Blue Jackets 

semi-pro baseball team. The date of the 

game is a yet to be determined. He will 

keep us informed of his progress. 

 

Second speaker was former Western Re-

gional Director, District Commander and 

South Sound Base Commander John 

Mansfield . 

John has volunteered to take on the base 

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Program lead.  

Local chapters (Bases) voluntarily do this 

by making these children Honorary Sub-

mariners; giving them Caring Attention, 

Honorary Submariner Kaps, Honorary 

Submariner Certificates, photos of Sub-

marines signed by Sub Vets, K4K Wrist-

bands, and K4K Temporary Tattoos dur-

ing visits.John did a great job explaining 

this program.  He quickly got 7 volun-

teers. 

 

The minutes of the February 20, 2016 

meeting were approved as submitted. 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports 

we have a total of $80,198.74 in various 

accounts. He also reports we have 258 

members. The Treasurer’s February 2016 

report was approved as submitted. 

 

The Tickets for the Scholarship Raffle 

will be in the mail March 26, 2016 

 

Parade and Scholarship Chairman John 

Garner reports the Dolphin Dash will be 

April 9 at Bangor and he could use more 

help. If you want a Dolphin Dash sheet 

and need a 2xl or larger see him to special 

order it. The Bremerton Armed Forces 

Day Parade will be May 21. 

 

The Deterrent Park brick installation will 

be May 22. 

 

 

 The Submarine Birthday Ball will be 

April 2 at the Seattle Sheraton. Contact 

Steve Corcoran if you wish to attend. 

 

Next meeting will be April 19, 2016 

Tuesday 1900 at the FRA. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/fisher-r-l.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
mailto:johnss377@yahoo.com
mailto:johnss377@yahoo.com
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By Admiral Charles R. Larson, U.S. Navy (Retired), with 

Captain Clinton Wright, U.S. Navy (Retired), and Paul Still-

well 

One would expect that Cold War "special ops" involving U.S. 

nuclear-powered submarines are shrouded in secrecy. Other 

American sub activities during that era, however, are also 

hidden, one for a very strange reason. 

In 1971, after he had spent two and a half years of duty in the 

White House as naval aide to President Richard Nixon, Com-

mander Chuck Larson was ready to go back to sea. He was 

ordered to be executive officer of the attack submarine Scul-

pin (SSN-590), under Commander Harry Mathis. For several 

months the boat went through workups off the coast of south-

ern California to prepare for a deployment to the western Pa-

cific. That deployment included active participation in the 

Vietnam War. 

After leaving the West Coast in January 1972, our first as-

signment was a classified special operation that lasted about 

two months. It went very well. The mission helped us hone 

our ship-handling and intelligence-gathering skills, and made 

us confident in our capabilities, and feel good about the way 

the ship was operating. Although it is still classified after all 

these years, it's safe to say that it was intelligence-gathering 

targeted against the Soviet Union.  

Years later, Sherry Sontag and Christopher Drew's book, 

Blind Man's Bluff (New York: Public Affairs, 1998), de-

scribed Cold War submarine operations. Because of security 

concerns, I can't specifically discuss the contents, but the 

book is a good read. 

After the special operation, the Sculpin went into Yokosuka, 

Japan, for some liberty, and my wife, Sally, met me there. I 

had grown my beard while at sea and that, combined with my 

black hair and pale complexion after the extended period un-

derwater, made me look-according to Sally-like Rasputin, the 

mad tsarist Russian.  

In March, shortly after we began our second operation, patrol-

ling the South China Sea, we were diverted for a specific mis-

sion. The U.S. government believed supply trawlers were 

operating out of Hainan Island, off the southern coast of the 

People's Republic of China. They were running arms, ammu-

nition, and supplies from the northern part of the Gulf of Ton-

kin down to the Vietcong in the IV Corps region, the south-

ernmost portion of Vietnam. U.S. forces discovered this when 

ground troops caught the enemy in the act of off-loading a 

trawler on a South Vietnamese beach. The incident sparked a 

big firefight, creating the legend that the trawler crews were 

elite forces willing to fight to the death. It also initiated a con-

certed effort to stop the traffic by convincing the enemy that it 

could not succeed. 

Each of the trawlers could carry about 100 tons of munitions. 

Several suspect ships were photographed, so we knew gener-

ally what they looked like, but as long as they were in interna-

tional waters, we had no means to interdict them other than to 

turn them around by making low passes with a P-3 Orion pa-

trol plane or a close approach by a surface ship. This was 

complicated by the fact that so many legitimate trawlers like 

them were in the area. Several gunrunners had been turned 

around, but this would not stop the at-sea resupply effort. 

To convincingly discourage the effort, it would be necessary 

to destroy them in the waters off South Vietnam before they 

could land their cargo. The plan that evolved was to use a 

submarine to follow one from Hainan to South Vietnam and 

finger it for our forces to destroy. We were selected for this 

mission. 

 

The Pursuit Begins 

We took up a patrol station off Hainan on 10 April. After re-

ferring to a book with images of the different types of trawl-

ers and what we could expect, we picked up our quarry on 12 

April. The wardroom was divided on whether she was a good 

prospect. However, the ship resembled photographs of other 

known suspects, and her projected track was taking her to-

ward the west coast of the Philippines, which did not make 

sense for a fisherman. So we took off in trail. Not long there-

after, the trawler turned to the south, and that was the clincher 

for us. She had an extremely distinctive shaft rub and propel-

ler sound, which our sonarmen could easily discriminate from 

background noise. We relied completely on passive sonar to 

avoid being detected. The active sonar in the Skipjack-class 

submarines wouldn't have been reliable because of the rever-

berations in shallow water.  
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The ship we followed was probably 200 feet long, a large 

trawler, certainly suitable for open-ocean fishing. We did, of 

course, identify her by periscope before we started to trail, but 

we weren't able to follow her totally by periscope and main-

tain visual contact. We didn't want to take the chance of hav-

ing our periscope seen in the flat, calm waters of the South 

China Sea. Also, she was making a speed of advance through 

the water of about 11 knots. That meant that if we were going 

to do our periscope operations every now and then, get out 

radio messages, and do our required housekeeping evolutions, 

we were probably going to have to run an average of about 18 

or 20 knots submerged to keep up with her. We also had to 

include time for ocean analysis and tactical maneuvering to 

make certain we were staying with the correct target.  

One more challenge was that the trawler was heading south, 

right through the "dangerous ground." On charts of the South 

China Sea, an area about 180 nautical miles wide and 300 

miles long is simply labeled dangerous ground. Our charts 

had one track of soundings through that area-taken in 1885. 

We assessed that the terrain was fairly level, but the depth 

was 200 feet or less in most of this area. So we were in a posi-

tion of running up to 20 knots in 200 feet of water, with be-

tween 30 to 80 feet under the keel at that high speed. Our ship 

could react very quickly to plane (control surface) move-

ments, so we had only our most experienced officers of the 

deck, diving officers, and planesmen on station. Our chief 

petty officer diving officers controlled the ship's depth by 

supervising the planesmen. They did a superb job. 

As the trawler headed south, she vectored a little to the east 

and went into an area in the dangerous ground where we 

couldn't go. Up to then, although we were in the dangerous 

area, we felt secure in knowing the bottom was fairly level. 

But now she went into an area that was littered with rocks, 

shoals, and shipwrecks. I wondered then if the trawler's crew 

was smart enough to do what we called a "sanitization move"-

go where even surface ships wouldn't follow. She doubtlessly 

believed that if she went through there she would come out 

the other side well clear of any tailing vessel.  

I was absolutely convinced that the trawler was unaware of 

our presence (that became clear later when we intercepted a 

radio message). We believed the ship's course change was 

simply a safety move. While we were able to use our fathom-

eter to plot the bottom and know the depth under our keel, the 

device looks only directly down; it doesn't look ahead. We 

were genuinely worried about what we couldn't see ahead-an 

undersea mountain, a wreck, or something else. 

 

Lost and Found 

When the trawler had entered the dangerous ground, we re-

quested cover from an on-call P-3 Orion. Although we were 

under the operational control of the U.S. Military Assistance 

ommand, Vietnam (MACV) in Saigon, we had the ability to 

call the shots on the scene. We wanted the aircraft to remain 

covert, so it would not scare the trawler back into port by 

making low passes near her. During the ship's voyage through 

this very shallow, wreck-strewn portion of the dangerous 

ground, the plane, remaining at high altitude to minimize the 

chance of being seen, kept track of her by radar and visual 

observation. We dodged around the area by hauling off to the 

west, then south, and finally back to the east, to an area where 

we predicted the trawler would emerge, still in the dangerous 

ground. As the P-3 turned the contact over to us, the trawler 

appeared just about where we thought she would. We picked 

her up from the distinctive shaft rub and propeller sound and 

got in close enough to get a good positive periscope observa-

tion. We then went back in trail.  

As we headed south in the South China Sea, we approached a 

new hazard. We found a large number of oil-drilling plat-

forms near the coast of Borneo. We first became aware of this 

hazard through the prolonged tracking of a diesel contact, 

which prompted the CO, Commander Harry Mathis, to go up 

to periscope depth for a look. We spotted an uncharted plat-

form. If the rigs were operating, that was no problem; we 

could plot the location of their noisy diesel engines. We found 

some charted, some not, some operating and others not. 

Our concern, of course, was about those uncharted and not 

running. We made frequent periscope observations to avoid 

the platforms, which forced us to run faster to maintain the 

quarry's speed of advance. We continued south at higher 

speeds for longer periods of time, 

sometimes with barely 20 to 30 feet 

of water beneath the Sculpin's keel  
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As our target passed between the Great Natuna Islands, we 

made an end run around North Natuna. After that, our quarry 

was on a beeline for the Gulf of Thailand, passing through the 

busy sea-lane between Hong Kong and Singapore. The densi-

ty of the large shipping traffic in this lane was incredible. 

Crossing it was like running across a busy freeway. It was 

night time, and sonar was useless amid all the traffic noise, so 

we crossed at periscope depth following our quarry's stern 

light, maneuvering to avoid the large ships bearing down on 

us from both directions.  

The Gulf of Thailand presented a new challenge. The water 

was hot, 86 degrees Fahrenheit, and shallow, averaging 110 

feet deep, and the bottom was flat. The surface was a dead 

calm mirror with fishing buoys and nets everywhere, not to 

mention small fishing boats of every description. It was also 

very hazy and so hot that the horizon was somewhat obscure. 

Such were the wartime circumstances that our operation order 

authorized us to operate in water as shallow as six fathoms. 

Who says nuclear powered submarines can't operate in the 

littorals? 

How Invisible? 

During this time we half-jokingly talked about "the hump." 

We were trying to visualize what the Sculpin looked like on 

the surface, running at 20 knots, with maybe only 40 feet 

from the top of the sail to the surface. We visualized a hump-

the water displaced above the boat's hull-roaring through the 

South China Sea like a mini tidal wave, with observers won-

dering what it was. We assumed the ship left some sort of 

trail but were certain one would have to be very close to be 

able to see it.  

An incident when I had command duty got my attention. I 

brought the Sculpin up to periscope depth and saw what I 

thought was a periscope going by. My first reaction was, 

"Holy smoke, there's another submarine up here." Then I real-

ized it was a small water-saturated log that was floating verti-

cally. Just for a moment I thought there were two submarines 

staring at each other and wondered which one was going to 

blink first.  

As the trawler moved farther south, she made a distinct turn 

to the west and then to the northwest. We were absolutely 

sure she was a gunrunner, going in to land and off-load her 

ammunition. Then, two things happened. We were ordered by 

MACV to photograph our target and alerted to prepare to 

execute a provision in our operation order for us to sink our 

target with torpedoes. 

The photographic mission meant leaving our trail position and 

speeding up ahead of the target to take pictures as the trawler 

cruised by. The risk of detection was great because of the flat 

calm sea and our hump as we repositioned at high speed. To 

avoid this, we had to go as deep as possible. Commander 

Mathis selected 90 feet keel depth, leaving 20 feet between 

the keel and the bottom. We limited periscope exposure to 6 

inches for less than ten seconds. We did get good pictures and 

apparently were not detected, although one photograph re-

vealed three men on deck looking in our general direction. 

The depth control skill of our diving officer chiefs was ex-

traordinary. 

Where'd She Go? 

Immediately after the trawler made the northwest turn, and 

just before we communicated with higher authorities, we lost 

contact for about two hours. Up to that point, our target had 

been somewhat predictable, cruising on a straight course to 

the northwest near the center of the Gulf of Thailand about 

100 miles off the coast of South Vietnam, with the familiar 

shaft rub being tracked by sonar. It was night with a full 

moon, and we saw her lights through the periscope. The hori-

zon was indistinguishable. Suddenly, sonar reported she had 

stopped, and while the CO watched, the trawler turned off her 

lights. Blind and deaf, we then lit off the radar and made sev-

eral sweeps that revealed nothing. This was not too surpris-

ing. When a radar hasn't been used in months and is not 

tuned, taking it out and rotating it a couple of times doesn't 

guarantee a high probability of picking up a small target. We 

were not sure whether she had stopped for the night or was 

moving away in a new direction at slow speed. We reported 

the lost contact, which threw the operational command au-

thority in Saigon into a panic. They had been moving South 

Vietnamese naval forces along the coast to maintain a block-

ing position based on our updates, so the whole operation 

threatened to unravel. Commander Mathis and I huddled and 

decided: "Well, we've got to assume that she's making a run 

toward the border up there. Let's just go down and run as fast 

as we can and get about 30 miles ahead of her predicted track 

and set up a barrier."  
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So we moved up and waited for her farther up into the Gulf of 

Thailand. We made that sprint at 20 knots with 20 feet under 

the keel. At first daylight, we contacted our on station P-3 

aircraft and described our quarry, particularly her white color. 

We requested that the Orion's crew search the area from 

where we lost contact to the Vietnamese coast. They reported 

several widely separated contacts; only one of them was 

white. The CO authorized a low-altitude identification pass, 

and the P-3 made a positive ID. They reported to Saigon, and 

we closed the target. As we neared, we regained that familiar 

shaft rub and when we took another periscope look, it was her

-positive identification, both sonar and visual.  

Originally, MACV requested authorization for us to sink the 

target with our torpedoes, but this was not approved. For 

years I assumed that the National Command Authority in 

Washington, D.C., disapproved the request. However, several 

years later, Harry Mathis, who by then was a captain, was 

commanding officer of the Submarine Base Pearl Harbor. He 

regularly played tennis with retired Admiral Bernard "Chick" 

Clarey, who had been commander-in-chief Pacific Fleet at the 

time of our operation. Admiral Clarey remembered the opera-

tion very well because he and Admiral John McCain, com-

mander-in-chief Pacific, had followed our progress closely in 

daily briefings. Admiral Clarey told Mathis that he had ar-

gued vehemently in favor of having us shoot, but Admiral 

McCain was not convinced it would work. Instead, South 

Vietnamese naval forces were called in to do the job on 24 

April. 

High-Seas Drama 

The surface forces-led by a South Vietnamese destroyer es-

cort-challenged the trawler, which hoisted a Chinese flag and 

an international flag signal designating they were fishing. The 

South Vietnamese commander was hesitant to take action 

because he was concerned about creating an international 

incident. Fortunately, we established communications with 

the U.S. liaison officer on board the destroyer with the UQC 

underwater telephone. His first question was whether we 

could verify this ship as our trawler. We told him, 

"Absolutely, this is the one without a doubt." We then went to 

periscope depth to observe.  

The trawler tried to convince the South Vietnamese destroyer 

that she was an innocent fishing vessel. We spoke once again 

with the liaison officer and with higher authorities and said: 

"We are absolutely sure that this ship came out of Hainan 

flying a PRC (People's Republic of China) flag. We have 

tracked her 2,500 miles to this position, and in our opinion 

she is a gunrunner making a run toward the border and cer-

tainly is not a fisherman. We can verify who she is, which 

should allow us to take whatever action is appropriate." 

As we later learned from the intercepted communication, the 

trawler at one point said, "I think there is a submarine out 

there." This was the first indication that the trawler crew was 

aware of us as we coordinated with the destroyer. Based on 

our identification, the destroyer escort ordered the trawler to 

stop, and when she failed to comply, began making intimidat-

ing runs at her, finally opening fire from a standoff position 

with her 3-inch guns. The trawler was hit and began burning, 

running in a circle as if the rudder was jammed hard over. 

We watched through the periscope, and our crew gathered in 

their mess to watch on the TV monitor. Suddenly, with a 

thunderous roar, clearly audible through the Sculpin's hull, the 

trawler exploded and disintegrated as its cargo detonated. 

Flames leaped hundreds of feet in the air, accompanied by the 

cheers of our crew. 

At this moment, Commander Mathis asked the crew over the 

1MC for a moment of silence. Enemy or not, they had per-

ished doing their mission. Later, we were pleased to learn that 

16 of the trawler crew had been rescued and they spoke Viet-

namese, not Chinese. The captain and the navigator were 

among them and able to provide valuable intelligence about 

their operations. One of the few casualties was the political 

officer. 

Our communication with command headquarters, through the 

loitering Orion during the urgent final search, was vital. Only 

later did we learn that, because of atmospheric conditions, the 

communications link with Saigon consisted of the P-3 aircraft 

on station relaying to another P-3 revving up its engines on 

the ground at its airbase while parked next to a phone booth. 

A flight crew member would run out to the phone and relay 

the messages between Saigon and us. 
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One other significant factor made the mission possible. It 

could only have been done by a nuclear powered submarine. 

That experience gave me great admiration for the diesel-boat 

crews and skippers of World War II. We had more margin for 

error than they did because of their speed limitations owing to 

low battery capacity. If we made a mistake on the Sculpin, we 

could make it up through speed and repositioning, which 

couldn't be done with a diesel boat. Certainly our speed came 

in handy, not only in the basic trail, trying to stay up with a 

ship doing 11 knots and do all the things we had to do, but 

also during that period when we lost them. We were able to 

run quickly forward, reposition up the track, and get a chance 

to pick them up again. But that blackout period was a low 

point. We had trailed the ship 2,300 miles and thought we'd 

lost her. 

Hidden Valor 

The trawler's crew verified that their ship was a gunrunner. 

They had on board enough arms and  ammunition to supply 

the Vietcong in IV Corps for at least 60 days. Her destruction 

thus made a significant contribution to the safety of U.S. and 

South Vietnamese troops in the area and set back the enemy's 

military operations there.  

The surviving crew were North Vietnamese. They were split 

up, with U.S. and South Vietnamese intelligence each interro-

gating half and their stories compared. It was determined that 

the navigator's responses were credible because he provided 

interrogators with exactly the same track we plotted. 

The United States learned much about the North Vietnamese 

at-sea resupply strategy. It also learned that the trawler crews 

were not elite forces that would resist until death. One engi-

neer told of being at his station when the political officer 

came to the engine room hatch, told him the enemy had ar-

rived, and ordered him to stay at his post. The engineer, no 

doubt considering the nature of the cargo, said, "I immediate-

ly went on deck and jumped into the water."  

It was an unusual operation. We spent more time submerged 

inside the 100-fathom curve than any U.S. submarine since 

World War II. Crew training, equipment reliability, ship con-

trol, navigation, sonar, communications, propulsion plant-

everything and everyone performed superbly. We could not 

have asked for anything more. For that operation the Sculpin 

earned the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, the only U.S. sub-

marine during the entire Vietnam War to receive that award. 

The Sculpin was also nominated for the submarine combat 

patrol pin, and our individual awards for the combat "V." If 

that had been approved, she would have been the first subma-

rine since World War II to get the combat patrol pin. Instead, 

the nomination was disapproved somewhere up the chain of 

command. I assume it was probably rejected by a World War 

II submariner who thought the operation wasn't nearly as haz-

ardous as what he did during his war, and it didn't measure 

up. I can't argue with that, but the crew had great hope that 

they could proudly wear the pin for their contribution, partic-

ularly to the safety of our troops. Another consideration, how-

ever, might have been that those pins would have raised ques-

tions and possibly compromised an operation that was still 

classified.  

We covered a huge distance in trail during that operation. 

Someone asked me later how I slept at night. I said, "With a 

pillow under my head, up against the bulkhead in case we hit 

something."  

Admiral Larson went on to serve on active duty for 40 years. 

His senior position was as commander-in chief of all United 

States military forces in the Pacific. Captain Wright served 26 

years on active duty. He was commanding officer of USS 

Puffer (SSN-652) and operations officer for Commander Sub-

marine Group Seven. Mr. Stillwell, the former editor of Naval 

History and the U.S. Naval Institute Oral History Program, 

has written the "Looking Back" column since 1993. 

 

Cold War Records 

This article is the result of merging my notes and recollec-

tions with those of Clint Wright, who stood a good many 

watches as Sculpin's officer of the deck during the pursuit of 

the trawler. Clint also gained access to the unclassified ver-

sions of the submarine's deck logs. Other OODs during the 

operation included Lieutenants Dick Snaider, Jim Gabala, 

Alan Beam, and Charlie Krupnick.  
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Getting our joint account through security review was an in-

teresting challenge. Clint's original motive was to publish an 

article, because he wanted the Sculpin Sailors to get credit for 

what they did. My motive was to try and get it cleared for my 

oral history, so at least part of our special operations could be 

made public to my family and to other interested people. We 

jointly pursued this effort, dealing with the director of Naval 

Intelligence and several people who used to work for me. The 

first thing we discovered was that there were absolutely no 

records of the Sculpin's operations. They had all been de-

stroyed. 

This highlights weaknesses in the Naval Intelligence Com-

mand's record keeping. As far as we can determine, the Navy 

had its standard Cold War intelligence gathering, what we 

called "special operations," which were classified and com-

partmentalized. Those reports appear to have been preserved. 

But because the Sculpin's Vietnam operation was not in that 

category-it was a more conventional, although extremely unu-

sual, operation and didn't have the protection of that system-

the reports were purged at some point when the government 

discarded old records. There is just no official record of this 

operation.  

In putting this story together and sending it forward for clear-

ance by the Navy Department, I think we  did a double ser-

vice. We not only got it cleared so those who served in the 

Sculpin during this time can receive credit, but we made this 

operation public and prevented it from being lost forever. At 

some point, an old Sculpin Sailor would have wanted to talk 

about it, and there would have been no way to find the rec-

ords. So I'm very pleased that we were able to do that for our 

fine crew. 

 

http://www.nslpacsw.com/NSL/History/

USS_SCULPIN_Article.pdf  
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Name: USS Sculpin 

Ordered: 18 January 1957 

Builder: Ingalls Shipbuilding 

Laid down: 3 February 1958 

Launched: 31 March 1960 

Commissioned: 1 June 1961 

Decommissioned: 3 August 1990 

Struck: 30 August 1990 

Motto: "Videte eos prius" - "See 'em 

first" 

Fate: Entered the Submarine Re-

cycling Program on 1 Octo-

ber  2000 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/gray-d-j.htm
http://www.nslpacsw.com/NSL/History/USS_SCULPIN_Article.pdf
http://www.nslpacsw.com/NSL/History/USS_SCULPIN_Article.pdf
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08590.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingalls_Shipbuilding


27  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/green-r.htm 

Vol. 20 Issue  2    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2016 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. 

In the last few years, six U.S. Navy submarines that were lost in World War II and whose exact locations 
were not previously known have been discovered.  

 USS Lagarto (SS-371) - confirmed discovery in the Gulf of Thailand 

 USS Wahoo (SS-238) - confirmed discovery in the La Peruse Strait 

 USS Grunion (SS-216) - confirmed discovery off Kiska 

 USS Perch (SS-176) - discovery in the Java Sea 

 USS Flier (SS-250) - confirmed discovery near Palawan Island 

 USS R-12 (SS-89) - discovery off Key West, Florida 

 

USS Lagarto (SS-371)  

http://www.thaiwreckdiver.com/lagarto.htm including “Lagarto’s Final Moments” – Video documentary 
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