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USSVI Purpose and Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  
That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. 
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  
 
That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the 
elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from 
the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 
 
All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are 
Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 
more definition than this printed black and white copy! 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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The first Japanese casualty to American arms during WW-II was an aircraft shot down on 

Dec. 7th, 1941 by the Tautog.  

http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html 
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Bachstelze - (Kriegsmarine) water stilt - auto-gyro like device towed on a cable behind a U-

Boat to improve the field of vision of the "flying lookout". 

http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html
mailto:sswenson@tscnet.com
mailto:durkeeal@earthlink.net
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Hello fellow Submariners and Associate Members, 

 

I hope this edition of the Puget Soundings find you 

doing well. I find it hard to believe it is August al-

ready. Where has the time gone?  It has been a busy 

summer. Our scholarship raffle and presentation of 

scholarships were a success. Thank you to Chairman 

John Gardner for his effort this year again. We have 

participated in our usual parades and have had good 

turnouts for them. On July 30th we participated in the 

Whaling Days parade in Silverdale and we had a 

great turnout. We have one more to go, and that is 

the Veterans Day parade in Auburn. It is usually 

held the Saturday before Veterans Day. This parade 

is an awesome event and it is a privilege for our base 

to participate. I hope we have many members who 

will join us. Sam Swenson, our float manager, has 

kept the float in great shape. 

 We recently also held our annual base picnic. I 

thought this was going to be a logistic nightmare 

with the Whaling Days parade on the same day, but 

thanks to great teamwork, we pulled it off. The 

weather was awesome and we had a great time.  It is 

events like this that I enjoy the most, as I get to visit 

with members of our base. Our COB, Wayne Peter-

son, displayed his skills at the grill, ensuring every-

one had their share of brats, hot dogs, and burgers. 

We also had plenty of side dishes to share, which 

were also delicious. Thanks to all who attended and 

brought something to share.   

  

The E-board is exploring additional options to gener-

ate revenue to replace the funds we normally re-

ceived from the fireworks sales. We have a few ideas 

on the table, but have not come to a final conclusion. 

If you have any ideas or thoughts on this topic, 

please contact one of the E-board members or me. 

 Once again, I would like to take the time to thank 

the individuals that take on the responsibility to hold 

office and chair our many committees for our base. I 

truly appreciate all you do for our base and member-

ship. Without these dedicated individuals, our base 

would not be as successful as it is. 

 And a thank you to all our members. Whether you 

attend the soup downs, parades, volunteer at our 

events, or help in any other way, I thank you. We 

have a great base, and I truly enjoy seeing you at our 

events. 

 Well that is all for now. I am still going to leave my 

main goals here. I still feel they are important. Take 

care my friends. 

 

           Membership – Our membership is what 

makes our base so successful and strong. My goal is 

to keep our membership strong and hopefully recruit 

more members. We have an awesome resource being 

so close to a submarine base. My intention is to com-

municate with the boats and shore commands and 

interface with the active duty force. We as a base, 

need to communicate our creed and all that we do for 

the community, not to mention the fun we have. I 

also ask that our current members contact one of 

your former shipmates and invite them to one of our 

meetings or events, just to check us out. 

. 

[See Commander’s Comments p. 4]       

   

 

The first submarine force casualty suffered in WW-II was G. A. Myers, Seaman 2, shot 

through the right lung when Cachalot as strafed during the Pearl Harbor raid. 
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[from p. 3] Commander’s Comments 

   

Primary and Secondary individuals for Commit-

tees – I feel we need to have a 2nd person familiar 

with the many committees we have. Starting with the 

Treasurers' position on down to Puget Soundings. 

My goal here is to have someone familiar with the 

duties and responsibilities of each position. We do 

many good things and support events throughout the 

year. For example, scholarship raffle and applica-

tions, membership, parades, Gertrude Check and De-

terrent park bricks. I just feel if an individual is on 

vacation or unable to continue as the primary chair-

man, we need someone else to step up. Just like on 

the boats, we had a primary and secondary for all 

major collateral duties. 

I look forward to seeing you all at future events. If 

there is anything I can assist you with, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as your  

Base Commander. 

 

Steve Corcoran 

Base Commander 

USSVI Bremerton Base         

   

 

Have You Heard? 

 

A young Naval Officer was in a terrible car accident, but due to 

the heroics of the hospital staff the only permanent injury was 

the loss of one ear.  Since he wasn't physically impaired he 

remained in the military and eventually became an Admiral.  

However, during his career he was always sensitive about his 

appearance.   

One day the Admiral was interviewing two Navy Master Chiefs 

and a Marine Sergeant Major for his personal staff. The first 

Master Chief was a Surface Navy type and it was a great inter-

view.  At the end of the interview the Admiral asked him, "Do 

you notice anything different about me?" The Master Chief 

answered, "Why yes.  I couldn't help but notice you are missing 

your starboard ear, so I don't know whether this impacts your 

hearing on that side." The Admiral got very angry at this lack 

of tact and threw him out of his office.   The next candidate, an 

Aviation Master Chief, when asked this same question, an-

swered, "Well yes, you seem to be short one ear." The Admiral 

threw him out also.   

The third interview was with the Marine Sergeant Major.  He 

was articulate, extremely sharp, and seemed to know more than 

the two Master Chiefs put together.  The Admiral wanted this 

guy, but went ahead with the same question. "Do you notice 

anything different about me?" To his surprise the Sergeant Ma-

jor said, "Yes. You wear contact lenses."  

The Admiral was impressed and thought to himself, what an 

incredibly tactful Marine. "And how do you know that?" the 

Admiral asked.   

The Sergeant Major replied, "Well sir, it's pretty hard to wear 

glasses with only one f*cking ear." 

FdU - ( Kriegsmarine ) Führer der Unterseeboote - Flag Officer for German submarines. 

Welcome Aboard  
 

Fred Green: (James Madison, Grenadier, Phoe-
nix, Daniel Webster, Georgia) 

 

 

The first "live" torpedoes to be fired by a Pearl Harbor submarine was fired by the Triton 

(Lent), 4 stern tubes fired on the night of Dec. 10, 1941.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Edward+Teach+Pirate+Flag&view=detailv2&&id=19871481FAE309E9D462DD8A33DEF85BEDEC5139&selectedIndex=2&ccid=synOL%2fy5&simid=608041338481476088&thid=OIP.Mb329ce2ffcb948b6988840662e9b5563o0&ajaxhist=0
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Go to page 8  to continue 

From the Editor  

 BZ to Dutch Kaiser  for his Whaling Days 2016 video  https://youtu.be/25r31QcIIOA and Holland Club 

video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDlft8AXHH4   

 BZ to Ralph Harris for sending me CDR Paul Reinhardt’s Tolling of the Boats 

 Look for some WWII  Naval Glossary and Terminology in the “print” headers, which are specific to both 

U-boats and the German Kriegsmarine. 

 Look for some Little Known Sub Facts by Bill Wolfe, Editor of Polaris in the “print” footers. 

 Look for a few things to think about that you probably have never thought about in the “digital” footers. 

 Look for some Southernisms in the “digital” headers. 

 A special article “Historical Look at Diesel Boat Service” is in the digital edition 

 This edition concludes with a Sailor’s Poem 

 Please send me “press” for upcoming events and “press” 

and photos after the event for inclusion in the PS. 

 

Volume 20 Issue 4 (Oct-Nov-Dec 2016) will be published in 

mid-Nov 2016 — the due date for input is Nov  1, 2016.  

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com  

Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All 
Star Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to 

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremerton Base website) - current information on base activities, members,  on-
line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook                                                                                                               
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

The first "live" torpedoes to be fired by a Pearl Harbor submarine was fired by the Triton 

(Lent), 4 stern tubes fired on the night of Dec. 10, 1941.  

Vol. 20 Issue  3    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2016 

https://youtu.be/25r31QcIIOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDlft8AXHH4
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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Frontboot - (Kriegsmarine) U-Boat at sea that has entered an operational area.  

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. 

 
 
 
USS Bullhead (SS-332) 
Lost on August 6, 1945 with the loss of 84 crew members in the Lombok Strait while on her 
3rd war patrol when sunk by a depth charge dropped by a Japanese Army plane. Bullhead 
was the last submarine lost during WWII. 

 
 
 
 

USS Flier (SS-250) 
Lost on August 13, 1944, with the loss of 80 crew members while on her 2nd war patrol. Flier was 
transiting on the surface when she was rocked by a massive explosion (probably a mine) and sank 
within less than a minute. 13 survivors, some injured, made it into the water and swam to shore. 8 
survived and 6 days later friendly natives guided them to a Coast Watcher and they were evacuated 
by the USS Redfin. 

 
 
USS S-39 (SS-144) 
Lost on August 14, 1942 after grounding on a reef south while on her 3rd war patrol. The entire 
crew was able to get off and rescued by the HMAS Katoomba. 
 
 
 
 
USS Harder (SS-257) 
Lost on August 24, 1944 with the loss of 84 crew members from a 
depth charge attack by a minesweeper near Bataan while on her 6th 

war patrol. Harder had won a Presidential Unit Citation for her first 5 war patrols and CDR Dea-
ley was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously. Harder is tied for 9th in the 
number of enemy ships sunk. 
 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 
Lost on August 26, 1949 after being jolted by a violent polar gale off Norway caused an electri-
cal fire and battery explosion that generated 
hydrogen and chlorine gasses. In extremely bad weather, men of Cochino and Tusk (SS-426) 
fought to save the submarine for 14 hours. After a 2nd battery explosion, Abandon Ship was 
ordered and Cochino sank. Tusk's crew rescued all of Cochino's men except for one civilian 
engineer. Six Sailors from Tusk were lost during the rescue. 
 
 
 
USS Pompano (SS-181) 
Lost on August 29, 1943 (between Aug 8 and Sept 27) with the 
loss of 76 men while on her 7th war patrol. Before being lost, she 

sank two enemy cargo ships. The exact cause of her loss remains unknown, but she probably 
fell victim to a mine. This boat's last known ship sunk happened on Sept 25th, so she probably 
hit that mine on or after that date but before Oct 5th, when she was scheduled back at Midway. 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol  

The first Pearl Harbor boat to be depth charged was the Plunger (White) on Jan. 4, 1942 - 

24 charges.  
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Memorial Day 2016—Ivy Green Cemetery  

Vol. 20 Issue  3    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2016 

Ralph stocking up his grave 
site just in case. 

 

 

 

 

                                           
Dutch stocking up his grave 
site just in case. 

The first "down the throat" shot was fired by Pompano on Jan. 17, 1942.  
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Funk Telegraphie - (Kriegsmarine) FT - German reference to a wireless telegraphy radio trans-

mission/reception. 

 

 

 

Whaling Days 2016   
https://youtu.be/25r31QcIIOA 

The first Japanese warship to be sunk was torpedoed by Gudgeon (Grenfell) at 9 AM on 

Jan. 27, 1942, the IJN I-173 (SS).  

https://youtu.be/25r31QcIIOA
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Holland Club Induction at the 2016 Base Picnic                     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDlft8AXHH4 

 
Jim Powell (Baton Rouge Base) and Wayne Sieckowski (Bremerton Base) received their Holland Club 
membership (on the left). On the right, both shipmates returning from patrol on the USS James Monroe 
(SSBN 622) in July 1966. Jim and Wayne met in Sub School in the summer of 1965 and went to the Mon-
roe shortly thereafter. Jim later retired as an MMCM (SS) and Wayne retired as an SKCM (SS). 

The first major Japanese warship lost to submarines during WW-II was the heavy cruiser 

Kako which fell victim to S-44 Moore) on Aug. 10, 1942.  

Vol. 20 Issue  3    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2016 
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B-Dienst - (Kriegsmarine) Funkbeobachtungsdienst - German radio monitoring and 

crytographic intelligence service. 

 

History of SUBPAC 

http://www.csp.navy.mil/subpac-history 

 

The Beginning 

The Pacific Submarine Force came to Hawaii in 1914 when 

four F-class boats were towed from San Francisco to Honolu-

lu.  They operated out of Honolulu Harbor until they were re-

placed by four K-class submarines that operated from Kuahua 

Island in Pearl Harbor from 1915-1917 when they were recalled 

to the mainland with America’s entry into World War I.  Sub-

marines returned to Hawaii in 1919 when six R-class boats ar-

rived at Pearl Harbor.  The inventory in Hawaii continued to 

grow and by the outset of World War II, 22 of the 51 American 

submarines in the Pacific were homeported at Pearl Harbor. 

 

World War II 

The Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor decimated the 

surface fleet, but left the submarine force intact.  It was up to 

submarines to take the fight to the enemy.  By war’s end, sub-

marines had supported all major fleet operations and made 488 

war patrols.  Pacific Fleet submarines accounted for 54 percent 

(5 million tons) of all enemy shipping sunk during the 

war.  Success was costly.  Fifty-two submarines with 374 offic-

ers and 3,131 enlisted men were lost and are considered to be 

still on patrol. 

 

1950s 

Submarine design and development moved ahead rapidly dur-

ing the war and continued into the 1950s.  In 1958, the era of 

nuclear power came to the Pacific Fleet with the arrival of USS 

Sargo.  Nuclear power revolutionized submarine operations by 

combining improved operating capability with increased speed 

and remarkable endurance. 

In 1959, the Navy commissioned USS George Washington, the 

first of 41 POLARIS ballistic missile submarines.  These ships 

put strategic deterrence at sea in both the Atlantic and Pacific. 

The next major change in submarine capabilities was in 1978 

when USS Los Angeles joined PERMIT and STURGEON class 

ships operating in the Pacific. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[See History  of SUBPAC p. 19 (digital edition)]       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first major Japanese warship lost to submarines during WW-II was the heavy cruiser 

Kako which fell victim to S-44 Moore) on Aug. 10, 1942.  
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Tolling of the Boats   

  

Mr. Harris, 

As you requested is my speech.  Let me preface that there may 

be some typos in the speech itself. Once again, thank you for 

your service and enjoy this Memorial Day weekend. 

  

Very Respectfully, 

PBR 

  

 CDR Paul Reinhardt 

CO, USS ALABAMA BLUE (SSBN-731B) 

Boat: 360-396-4100 Off Crew: 360-396-8348 

Cell: 808-781-5641 

  

"Roll T.I.D.E" 

Training, Integrity, Deterrence, Excellence 

  

Good morning.  First, thank you Captain Miranda for the kind 

introduction.  Admiral Kriete, COS, Commodores, Command-

ing Officers, fellow shipmates, and most importantly the former 

submarine veterans here today, it is a distinct honor to be a part 

of the Tolling of the boats, a very solemn but an extremely im-

portant ceremony.    We are here today to honor our veterans, to 

remember their courage and dedication, and to say thank you 

for those that gave the ultimate sacrifice. Thinking of the veter-

ans who join us in this group today and those who are here only 

in spirit, a person can’t help but feel awed by the enormity and 

sacrifices they made for our great nation.  

Why is the Tolling of the boats so important, a ceremony now 

woven into our submarine traditions and customs? Is it because 

during World War II, submarines comprised less than 2 percent 

of the U.S. Navy yet sank over 30 percent of Japan's navy, in-

cluding eight aircraft carriers? Or that our submarine force con-

tributed to the smothering of the Japanese economy by sinking 

almost five million tons of shipping—over 60 percent of the 

Japanese merchants? Or that during the war, the Submarine 

Force lost 52 boats and 3,506 men?  The answer of course is 

yes, yes, and yes.  We certainly are and should be proud of these 

accomplishments.  But it is much much more than the percent-

ages, the numbers, the victories….it’s about those men that nev-

er came home.  The tolling of the boats reminds us of the debt of 

gratitude we owe to both our departed shipmates and subma-

riners today, who defend our country, while serving silently 

under the sea.  

I remember the very first time I experienced a tolling of the boat 

ceremony.  It was during my very first submarine ball.  I was a 

Department Head serving on CHICAGO.  As a junior officer, I 

avoided the submarine traditions and ceremonies like the 

plague. As a department head, I somehow thought I was only 

now a company man, and that it was expected to attend such 

events and could no longer avoid them. So I grudgingly partici-

pated. Not knowing what to expect, as the names of the boats 

and number of brethren lost were read, it hit me like a ton of 

bricks and sent chills up my spine.  It seemed like the tolling 

would never end. I was in awe and extremely proud of our herit-

age.  But then I quickly felt ashamed. for a couple of rea-

sons.  Prior to that moment, I failed to appreciate the signifi-

cance of the sacrifices made by thousands of Americans. I had 

never taken the time or effort to learn or embrace my submarine 

heritage. And as such, I recognized I had failed in my duties as a 

submariner.  I should have been that company man all along.  

  

The tolling of the boats is a shared responsibility between our 

past veterans and ones serving today. The United States Subma-

rine Veterans organization’s existence is clear :To perpetuate 

the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit 

of their duties while serving their country.  That their dedica-

tion, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of moti-

vation toward greater accomplishments.  President Kennedy 

once said “A nation reveals itself not only by the men it produc-

es but also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.”  A very 

astute and fitting remark. The interesting thing is he wasn’t talk-

ing about honoring veterans, but was eulogizing Robert Frost, 

one of America’s greatest poets.  However, his words could not 

be any more appropriate for the United States submariner.  The 

tolling of the boats reveals a nation of selfless men and women, 

that love their country and what it stands for, and will give up 

their life to defend it.  

 

So how do we demonstrate this shared obligation? We certainly 

have ceremonies like today across the country. Or perhaps dur-

ing submarine balls. The tolling of the boats happens more fre-

quently than we give it credit, although the ceremony takes on 

different forms. It is why during every dolphin ceremony 

onboard ALABAMA we read an account of a WWII subma-

rine.  We read a passage…perhaps about WAHOO, or SEA-

WOLF, or SWORDFISH, or GRUNION, but even more im-

portantly we talk about the individuals that brought these pieces 

of American steel to life.   And I am sure that most other com-

mands have very similar traditions.  

[See Tolling of the Boats p. 12]       

The first submarine to fire on a battleship was Flying Fish (Donaho) Sept. 1942, damaging a 

Kongo class BB.  
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Go 

[from p. 11] Tolling of the Boats 

 

The tolling of the boats ceremony represents more than just 

honoring the ultimate sacrifice.  The ceremony is the com-

mon link between past, present, and future submariners.  It 

brings us together.  Again, this is aligned with the SubVets’ 

charge of providing a way for all Submariners to gather for 

the mutual benefit and enjoyment. That our common herit-

age as Submariners shall be strengthened by camaraderie. 

The tolling of the boats reaffirms our commitment to each 

other as submariners.  

  

My first Commanding Officer, recently retired Rear Admiral 

Barry Bruner, provided me with a set of dolphins soon after 

my junior officer tour.  These dolphins have history. Names 

like Admiral Bruner, Captain Kai Repsholdt, Vice Admiral 

Roger Bacon, CAPT Buzz Cobean have worn these dol-

phins. They have been worn continuously since at least 1948 

and passed down from a Commanding Officer to one of his 

junior officers.  I recently passed them along to one of my 

officers. This passing down of these dolphins captures the 

essence of tolling of the boats; the continuous linkage of 

submarine generations and I felt honored and humbled to 

have a small role in it. 

 

I recently attended the Armed Forces Gala at the Admiral 

Theater, where U.S. Congressmen Kilmer, recalling a 24 

hour ride aboard USS HARTFORD at the North Pole, com-

mented that submariners are certainly of a and I quote "a 

different genetic predisposition."  He revered our dedication 

and in that short underway he came away with a better un-

derstanding of the daily sacrifices made by our Sailors. The 

American submarine experience is extreme-

ly challenging and unique.  And in many ways submarining 

is timeless.  The technology may change, but the challenges 

remain the same.  We still occasionally have to come up for 

a gulp of air.  We still take one final look through the peri-

scope at that surface ship before lowering and ordering the 

firing of Tube 2.  Family grams, something completely unfa-

miliar to our young Sailors today, have been replaced with 

email.  But in a digital world where communication is imme-

diately available at one’s fingertip, email feels like Family 

grams to today’s Sailor.  And who else has to take submarine 

showers? It’s these unique challenges that create the lifetime 

bonds among us.   Everyday I reminded of why I am proud 

to be a submariner: the unique challenge it provides, the abil-

ity to serve my country with distinction, and be lucky 

enough to work with some of the greatest Americans this 

country has to offer.   

 

The "Tolling for the Boats" ceremony reaffirms to past and 

present submariners their "deeds and sacrifices" . It repre-

sents the very best in our country.  I want to thank you again 

for allowing me to be a part of such an important ceremo-

ny.   I want to thank all veterans here today that fought for 

peace, kept the peace, and continue preserving the 

peace. May God continue to bless our veterans, past and 

present, and this great country. 

Thank you. 

 

POW MIA Flag Display 

Every state agency, every state institution of higher educa-

tion and every county, city, and town must display the na-

tional league of families POW/MIA flag along with the state 

and national flags upon or near its principal building on spe-

cific days. 

These days are:  

 Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day on March 30 

 Armed Forces Day on the third Saturday in May 

 Memorial Day on the last Monday in May 

 Flag Day on June 14 

 Independence Day on July 4 

 National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day on July 

27 

 National POW/MIA Recognition Day third Friday in 

September 

 Veterans’ Day on November 11 

If the designated day falls on a Saturday or Sunday, then the 

POW/MIA flag will be displayed on the preceding Friday. 

 

When a flag is flown on a single pole, the US Flag is on top 

followed by the state flag then the POW-MIA flag. If there 

are two poles, the POW-MIA flag is flown under the US flag 

while the state flag is on the other pole. 

 

Of the 1,773 (8/7/07) that are listed as missing in action or 

unaccounted for from the Vietnam conflict, 45 are from the 

state of Washington. More information on those still unac-

counted is available at: http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/

updates-2/missing-by-state/  and http://www.dpaa.mil/

portals/85/Documents/VietnamAccounting/

pmsea_una_p_name.pdf 

The first submarine to fire on an aircraft carrier was Trout (Ramage), Damaging Taiyo,    

August 28, 1942.  

Oberfänrich zur see - (Kriegsmarine) Ensign 

http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/updates-2/missing-by-state/
http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/updates-2/missing-by-state/
http://www.dpaa.mil/portals/85/Documents/VietnamAccounting/pmsea_una_p_name.pdf
http://www.dpaa.mil/portals/85/Documents/VietnamAccounting/pmsea_una_p_name.pdf
http://www.dpaa.mil/portals/85/Documents/VietnamAccounting/pmsea_una_p_name.pdf
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Go to page 8  to continue 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

Bremerton Base Boosters 
The following Members are recognized for their generous donations to the 

 Base General Fund. 
They are legally tax deductible from federal income tax. 

  

Rig for Dive 
  

Periscope Depth 
  

Battle Stations 
  

Deep Submergence 
  

Unit Citation 
  

$1 - 19.99 $20 - 29.99 $30 - 49.99 $50 - 99.99 $100+ 

          

    Lynn Ryan 

Don Bassler 
Merle J. Parise  

Tommy Robinson 

(In Memory of 
 George Pfost) 
Katie Kaiser 
Lee Romero 

Tommy Robinson 
(In Memory of 

 Bill Hipp) 
Paul R. Lucas 

Tommy Robinson 
(In Memory of 

 Bud Berg) 
Ed Conery III 

(In Memory of 
 Bill Hipp) 

Brian Gorman 

(In Memory of 

 Bill Hipp) 
Don Bassler 

(In Memory of 

 Bud  Berg) 
 Al & Pat Thurlow 

  

Bud Atkins 
Tom Reed 

Paul Christofferson 
South Sound Base 
Dennis Nardone 
Jerry Drumm 
Don Bassler 

(In Memory of 
Art Gnepper) 
Don Bassler 

(In Memory of 
Bill Hipp) 
Jane Hipp 

(In Memory of 
Bill Hipp) 

Jerry Drumm 
 (In Memorty of            

Bud Berg) 
  

The first Japanese ship to be sunk by gunfire was by Triton (Kirkpatrick), near Marcus Is-

land on Feb. 17, 1942. At the time, Kirkpatrick was the youngest skipper to get command at 

Pearl.  

How did the term "CUP OF JOE" originate? 

 

Josephus Daniels (18 May 1862 - 15 Jan. 1948) was appointed Secretary of the Navy by President 

Woodrow Wilson in 1913. Among his reforms of the Navy were inaugurating the practice of making 

100 Sailors from the Fleet eligible for entrance into the Naval Academy; the introduction of women in-

to the service; and the abolishment of the Officers' Wine Mess. From that time on the strongest drink 

aboard Navy Ships could only be coffee. Over the years, a cup of coffee became known as a "A CUP 

OF JOE". 

Vol. 20 Issue  3    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2016 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
7/31/2016 Dennis Nardone 
2016—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 307.59 

Scholarship Fund: $16,106.39 

General Fund: 28,632.59* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $138.15    

Net Worth: $76,184.72 

 

Base Membership 
7/31/2016 Dennis Nardone 

 

Total Members: 258 

Annual Members: 367 

USSVI Life Members: 200 

Base Life Members: 190 

Holland Club Members: 157 

Annual Associate Members: 5 

Life Associate Members: 5 

War Veterans: 240 

Bremerton Base Calendar  
http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDARa/August2016.html 

 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

 

Aug 06 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Aug 16 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Sep 03 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Sep 20 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 01 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 05 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Oct 15 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 05 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 11 Veterans Day 

Nov 19 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 24 Thanksgiving 

BdU - (Kriegsmarine) Befehlshaber der Unterseeboote - Commander in Chief, U-Boats; referred 

specifically to Admiral Karl Dönitz, but also in reference to his staff and headquarters. 

TThe first man to die in submarine gun action was Michael Harbin, on Silversides, May 

1942.   

http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDARa/August2016.html
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536 Fourth St 
Bremerton, WA 98337 

 (360) 627-9843 

Vol. 20 Issue  3    Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2016 

 

Deterrent Park 
Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

The first TDC (Mark 1) was installed in the Cachalot.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horse-and-Cow-Pub-and-Grill/294999130624876
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 
SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           
Volume 20 ISSUE 3  Jul—Aug—Sep 2016—Issue Date Aug 02, 2016 

Permit # 92 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Subma-

The Past, Present and Future—-Pride Runs 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Aug 12 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 360.479.9117  

Aug 19 Silver City Restaurant and Ale House 2799 NW Myhre Road Silverdale 360.698.5879  

Aug 26 Boat Shed 101 Shore Drive, Bremerton, WA 360.377.2600 

Sep 02 All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.692.5760 

Sep 09 Round Table Pizza 3276 NW Plaza Rd #101, Silverdale 360.698.4040 

Sep 16 Olive Garden 3204 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.613.0207 

Sep 23 Horse and Cow 536 4th St, Bremerton 360.627.9843 

Sep 30 Spiro’s Pizza and Pasta 3201 NW Bucklin Hill Rd Silverdale 360.698.4100 

Oct 07 Tracyton Public House 403 NW Tracy Ave, Bremerton,  360.405.768 ()   

Oct 14 Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.373.1320  

Oct 21 Doc’s Marina Grill 403 Madison Ave. S. Bainbridge Island 206.842.8339 

Oct 28 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422  

Nov 04 Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 9447 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.698.1557 

Nov 11 Puerto Vallarta 1599 SE Lund Ave, Port Orchard 360.876.0788 

Nov 18 Arena Sports Bar 4111 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.627.7515 

Nov 25 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 360-479-0788 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
11:30—13:00 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was    

established by the late  Willie Spoon for two equal      

purposes: to bring members together on a weekly basis 

to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the           

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     

contribution to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William 

"Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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Well, butter my butt and call me a biscuit  

 

Can you cry under water?  

Washington Veterans Home Retsil 

http://www.dva.wa.gov/veteran-homes/washington-veterans-

home-retsil 

 

1141 Beach Dr., Port Orchard, WA 98366 

PO Box 698  Retsil, WA 98378 

Main Number (360) 895-4700 

Admissions (877) 838-7787  

RobinW@dva.wa.gov    

 

If you need more information on benefit programs, please call 

1-800-562-2308 or e-mail benefits@dva.wa.gov. 

  

The Washington Veterans Home was built in 1910 in Retsil 

(near Port Orchard) and is located on a 31- acre bluff overlook-

ing the Sinclair Inlet of Puget Sound. 

Today the Veterans Home is a state-of-the-art, non-institutional 

facility providing a "Resident Centered Care" concept that fo-

cuses resources around the individual resident. All primary ser-

vices for a resident are available within a forty-bed 

"neighborhood." The Home serves 240 residents needing skilled

-nursing care. 

 

Eligibility 

All Washington State Veterans Homes are Medicare and Medi-

caid certified facilities. To be eligible for admission, applicants 

must meet the following criteria: 

 Served at any time, in any branch of the United States 

Armed Forces including the National Guard; 

 Received an honorable discharge; 

 Reside in Washington State; 

 Be the spouse or widow of an eligible veteran; 

 Or be a Gold Star Parent. 

 

Applications 

Printable Application (pdf)  

 

To request an application by mail, click here and provide your 

mailing address.  Or, call 1-877-VETS-R-US (1-877-838-7787) 

for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Serving our Veterans 

 

Our State Veterans Homes are Medicaid and Medicare Certified 

and provide 24-hour nursing care, medical care and pharmacy 

services.  We provide a number of supportive programs and ser-

vices such as: 

 Physical Therapy 

 Occupational Therapy 

 Recreational Activities 

 Social Services 

 Volunteer Programs - Find out more 

 Hospice 

 Nutritious Meals 

 Community Involvement 

 Religious Programs 

 Transportation 

 Laundry 

 Beauty & Barber Shops 

 Patriotic Interment Services 

 

 

http://www.dva.wa.gov/veteran-homes/washington-veterans-home-retsil
http://www.dva.wa.gov/veteran-homes/washington-veterans-home-retsil
mailto:robinw@dva.wa.gov
mailto:benefits@dva.wa.gov?subject=Question%20from%20Web%20on%20Pension%20and%20Aid%20&%20Attendance
http://www.dva.wa.gov/sites/default/files/WDVA%20Admission%20Packet.pdf
mailto:robinw@dva.wa.gov?subject=Admissions%20Inquiry
http://www.dva.wa.gov/veteran-homes/volunteers
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She fell out of the ugly tree and hit every branch on the way down. 

Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/ 

Submarine Dolphin Qual Card https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/ 

PACNORWESTCPOA https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630 

 

Blogs and More 

The Lean Submriner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html 

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

Submarine Shop http://submarineshop.com/patches/ 

The Old Goat http://olgoat.com/ 

Submarine Related Books http://

theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-

related-books/ 

How important does a person have to be before they are considered  assassinated instead 

of just murdered?  

https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630
http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
http://www.tendertale.com/
http://www.pigboats.com/
http://submarineshop.com/patches/
http://olgoat.com/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
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[from p. 10] History of SUBPAC 

 

 1980s 

In August 1982, America’s newest ballistic missile submarine, 

USS Ohio, arrived in the Pacific.  Commonly referred to as 

TRIDENT submarines after the type of missile they carry, these 

ships are a follow-on to the POSEIDON ships.  The TRI-

DENTS of SUBPAC operate out of their homeport of Bangor, 

Wa.  The TRIDENT system is the most secure leg of America’s 

strategic triad, offering the ultimate in stealth technology; they 

are virtually undetectable in the opaque oceans of the world. 

The evolution of submarines from purely sea-oriented weapons 

to multi-mission sea and land strike platforms makes them ide-

ally suited to keep pace with a rapidly changing global mission, 

and they have become increasingly involved in response to re-

gional tensions. 

 

1990s 

The speed, stealth, endurance and firepower of today’s nuclear 

submarines were demonstrated in 1991 during America’s par-

ticipation in Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert 

Storm.  Used primarily as surveillance platforms, USS Chicago 

and USS Louisville operated in conjunction with Allied Naval 

Forces in the Red Sea.  On January 19, 1991, USS Louisville 

made the transition from passive surveillance to active combat-

ant, becoming the first submarine in history to launch a Toma-

hawk cruise missile against an enemy target. 

 

A year and a half later, USS Louisville wrote another chapter in 

the history of submarine operations when in July 1992 she be-

came the first attack submarine to work up and deploy with a 

carrier battle group in the Pacific.  A few months later, USS 

Topeka deployed to waters new to submarine operations as she 

transited the Strait of Hormuz into the shallow waters of the 

Persian Gulf. 

Throughout the rest of the 1990s, U.S. Pacific Fleet submarines 

were routinely operating independently and with aircraft carrier 

battle groups, surface combatants, amphibious ships and special 

operating forces and navies of other countries in deep and shal-

low waters throughout the Pacific, Indian and Arctic Oceans 

and the Arabian Gulf.  However, submarine operations went 

from routine patrols to aggressive strike on August 20, 

1998.  Submarine and surface ships of the USS Abraham Lin-

coln Battle Group launched Tomahawk cruise missiles against 

Sudan and terrorist training camps in Afghanistan 13 days after 

terrorists bombed the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanza-

nia.  Then on December 16, 1998, USS Columbus (as part of 

the USS Carl Vinson Battle Group) participated in cruise mis-

sile attacks against military targets in Iraq in Operation Desert 

Fox. 

Following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, USS Key 
West was within the Fifth Fleet Operating Area and was the 
first ship to arrive off the coast of Pakistan, firing Tomahawk 
cruise missiles into Afghanistan in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. 

When Operation Iraqi Freedom commenced in March 2003, 

USS Cheyenne became the first U.S. warship to fire Toma-

hawk cruise missiles into Baghdad.  Three other SUBPAC 

submarines, USS Louisville, USS Columbia, and USS Key 

West, also participated in the very successful strike mission 

responsible for the early successes of coalition forces. 

 

[See History  of SUBPAC p. 20]       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you have to "put your two cents in".. . but it's only a "penny for  your thoughts"? 

Where's that extra penny going to?  
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It's so dry, the trees are bribing the dogs.  

 

[from p. 19] History of SUBPAC 

 

 The legacy of the Pacific Submarine Force, established in 

World War II, continues today.  Armed with the finest ships in 

the world, manned by the most professional Sailors, the Pacific 

Submarine Force will continue to ensure America’s critical 

access to the world’s ocean trade routes, provide credible de-

fense against any hostile maritime forces, and project power 

from the sea to the shore when needed. 

 

USS Key West (SSN 722) 

http://www.csp.navy.mil/css15/Submarines 

 

The third ship to bear the name of the city of Key West is a Los 

Angeles class fast attack submarine with Tomahawk vertical 

launch capability.  She was built at Newport News, VA, 

launched in July of 1985 and commissioned in September of 

1987.  Following commissioning, USS KEY WEST visited her 

namesake city in 1987 for a weeklong celebration, and again in 

1992 and 1994. 

USS KEY WEST has been deployed around the world’s oceans 

and from both coasts of the United States.  She has won many 

honors and awards, and on several occasions, recognized as the 

best submarine in the squadron for Battle Efficiency. 

In 2001, USS KEY WEST was the first warship to arrive on 

station as part of operation Enduring Freedom following the 

September 11th terrorist attacks.  KEY WEST participated for 

the initial 75 days of the operation, launching Tomahawk cruise 

missiles into Afghanistan in October 2001.  Additionally, In 

January 2003, KEY WEST participated in Operation Iraqi Free-

dom. 

 

Following several successful deployments in the Pacific Ocean, 

KEY WEST returned to her homeport of Pearl Harbor in 2010 

for an extended overhaul.  Upon completion of the overhaul she 

will be outfitted with the newest technology in fire control and 

sonar equipment and will execute her duties in the protection 

and defense of this country. 

Length 361.9 ft (110.3 m)  

Displacement 6900 tons 

Beam 32.8 ft (10 m)       

Draft 30.8ft (9.4 m) 

Propulsion 1 x S6G Reactor        

Complement 14 O  134 E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck wearing the clothes you were  buried in for     

eternity?  
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E Board Minutes  

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 07 May 2016 

at FRA Bremerton 

 

0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran 

called the meeting to order 

 

Board Members present 

 

Base Commander Steve Corcoran  

Base vice Cmdr. Doug McKay 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone 

Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson 

Past Base Commander Jim DeMott 

 

Others attending the meeting included, 

Base Float Coordinator Sam Swenson, 

Scholarship and Parades Chairman John 

Gardner and Deterrent Park Chairman 

and Gertrude Check Webmaster Don 

Bassler. 

 

The minutes of the previous E-Board 

meeting were discussed and approved as 

submitted.  

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports 

the Base’s worth as of April 30, 2016 is 

$83,561.05. Current Base Membership is 

256.   

 

Deterrent Park Chairman Don Bassler 

will install 14 Bricks on May 22, 2016. 

He will always accept articles for Ger-

trude Check.  

 

Base Float Coordinator reports the float is 

ready for the Armed Forces Parade and 

the upcoming parade season.  

 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson an-

nounced the 2016 Picnic will be July 30 

and the Christmas Party will be Decem-

ber 17, 2016 at the Bremerton Elks.  

 

Scholarship and Parades Chairman has 

received  8 applications for this year’s 

scholarships. There is a need for door 

prizes for the raffle.  The Armed Forces 

day Parade will be Saturday May 21.  

Vice Commander Doug McKay has au-

thor Rick Campbell for guest speaker in 

May.  

Life Member Gary Kaiser reports Jim 

Foote is putting together the History of 

Ivy Green Cemetery.   

Past Base Commander Jim DeMott rec-

ommends the Base Historian should look 

at the stuff in the shed before it is dis-

posed of.  

Base Commander Steve Corcoran reports 

the Tolling of the Boats will be May 26 

1030 at Deterrent Park. The Bill Hip es-

tate donated $500.00 to the Scholarship 

Fund. On Memorial Day the wreath lay-

ing ceremony at Ivy Green Cemetery will 

be at 1300  

 

0925 The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

Why does a round pizza come in a square box?  

Korean War Remembrances Update 03  ►   Armistice's 63rd anniversary   

The term "forgotten war" was mentioned multiple times during a ceremony Saturday in Colorado Springs to commemorate the 63rd 

anniversary of the Korean War armistice.  More than a dozen Korean War veterans joined Korean-Americans along with a repre-

sentative of the Republic of Korea at Memorial Park east of downtown Colorado Springs to remember the war that began in June 

1950. It lasted three years and claimed the lives of more than 33,000 Americans.   

     Deputy Consul General Chung Yoon Ho, who spoke on behalf of the government of the Republic of Korea, said his goal is to 

make sure that the war, which the U.S. government called a "police action" at the time, would not be forgotten. "I owe this to Korean 

War veterans," he said, noting that South Korea "almost collapsed" but has thrived as a democracy since the armistice on July 27, 

1953. Chung looked around at each of the members of Colorado Springs' Dutch Nelsen Chapter of the Korean War Veterans Associ-

ation and thanked them. "We will never forget your sacrifice and contribution," he said. 

The Korean War began June 25, 1950, when 75,000 North Korean soldiers invaded South Korea (the Republic of Korea). The inva-

sion by the communist soldiers is considered to be the "first military action of the Cold War," according to history.com. Within a 

month, U.S. troops came to the aid of their South Korean allies. More than 5 million soldiers and civilians lost their lives in the war, 

and the Korean Peninsula is still divided. The inscription at the Korean War Memorial in Colorado Springs' Memorial Park says 

33,651 Americans died, 103,284 were wounded, 8,177 disappeared and 7,140 more Americans were held as prisoners of war. It is 

believed that there are still almost 4,000 Korean War POWs missing in 2016.   

                                                                                                                            

[See Korean War Remembrances Update p. 22] 
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My cow died last night, so I don't need your bull.  

 

 

E Board Minutes  

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 04 Jun 2016 

at FRA Bremerton 

 

0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran 

called the meeting to order 

 

Board Members present 

 

Base Commander Steve Corcoran  

Base vice Cmdr. Doug McKay 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone 

Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson 

Past Base Commander Jim DeMott 

 

Others attending the meeting included, 

Base Float Coordinator Sam Swenson, 

Scholarship and Parades Chairman John 

Gardner and Base Storekeeper Ralph 

Harris.  

 

The minutes of the previous E-Board 

meeting were discussed and approved as 

submitted. 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports 

the Base’s worth as of May 31, 2016 is 

$84,901.12. Current Base Membership is 

256.   

 

Base Float Coordinator reports the float is 

ready for the upcoming parade season.  

 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson an-

nounced the 2016 Picnic will be July 30 

and the Christmas Party will be Decem-

ber 17, 2016 both at the Bremerton Elks.  

 

Scholarship and Parades Chairman re-

ports the Scholarship winners will be at 

the June 21, 2016 meeting or least the 

ones that are in the area.  Upcoming pa-

rades are the Fathom's of Fun parade June 

25. Parade starts at 1800. We are position 

27.  Next week we have 

the Bainbridge Island 4th of July parade 

and on July 30 is Whaling Days Parade. 

Check Gertrude for further details.  

 

The Base’s Bylaw review and update are 

in progress.  

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran will contact 

someone from the Kitsap Area Veterans 

Alliance to have them brief the E Board 

on their mission and purpose.  

 

A motion was made to make a donation 

to the Honor Flight Program and also to 

sponsor someone from our base if we 

have anyone interested in participating in 

this program. After a long discussion the 

Motion was amended as follows: “Make a 

cash donation to the Puget Sound Honor 

Flight Veterans Group of $500.00.”  The 

amended motion passed 5 approve and 1 

abstaining.  

 

Past Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott made a mo-

tion ”To have the Bremerton Base fund 

the Base Commander by paying for regis-

tration, lodging and transportation to and 

from the 2016 National Convention.” The 

motion passed 3 approve and 2 abstain-

ing.  

 

1000 The meeting was adjourned.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

What disease did cured ham actually have?  

[from p. 21] Korean War Remembrances Update 03  ►   Armistice's 63rd anniversary   

 

Proclamations recognizing this year's anniversary of the armistice from each of the city of Colorado Springs and El Paso County 

were read after the Korean and American national anthems were sung. The proclamations were presented to the county commission-

ers and the Colorado Springs City Council last week. Seven representatives of  the Widefield High School Junior ROTC presented 

the flags for the event. And Denver's James McGibney, an honorary consul of the Republic of Korea, was Saturday's guest speaker. 

McGibney said he wanted to "talk about the future," which he added is possible in the Republic of Korea and in the U.S. because of 

the military efforts. He said we will need to continue to show the resiliency that the South Korean and U.S. vets displayed even 

when it looked like South Korea was on the brink of the "collapse" that Chung had mentioned. "You all prevailed," McGibney told 

the veterans.  [Source:  The Gazette | Matt Steiner | July 24, 2016 ++] 

 

http://www.nhc-ul.org/Bulletin%20160801%20(PDF%20Edition).pdf 

  

 

 

http://www.nhc-ul.org/Bulletin%20160801%20(PDF%20Edition).pdf
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Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 17 May 2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

Base Commander, Steve Corcoran called 

the May 17, 2016 meeting to order at 

1900 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

WW II Submarine Veteran Paul Christof-

ferson, Asst. vice Cmdr. WD4 Jim De-

Mott and Author Rick Campbell were in 

attendance. 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran introduced 

Author and Retired Navy Commander 

Rick Campbell. Rick gave a thorough 

review of his first, of three books, THE 

TRIDENT DECEPTION. He then gave a 

few hints on his latest, ICE STATION 

NAUTILUS which involves a US Subma-

rine & a Russian Submarine collision 

under the North Pole ice cap and the re-

covery response. It will be on sale June 

28th, with a Kick Off at the Silverdale 

Yacht Club Restaurant on July 10.  

 

During the break hotdogs were provided 

by the base. 

 

The minutes of the April 19, 2016 meet-

ing were approved as corrected. 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports 

we have a total of $83,561.05 in various 

accounts. He also reports we have 256 

members. The Treasurer’s April 2016 

report was approved as submitted. 

 

Parade and Scholarship Chairman John 

Gardner reminds everyone the Bremerton 

Armed Forces Day Parade will be May 

21. He also reports Scholarship applica-

tions have been coming in and he needs a 

committee to review and grade them. 

 

Bonefish Float Chairman Sam Swenson 

reports the float is ready for the upcoming 

season. He also reported Tommy Robin-

son is in the hospital. 

 

Don Bassler, on Sunday 22 May, will 

install 11 bricks. He will always accept 

articles for Gertrude Check. 

 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson reports 

the Base Picnic will be July 30 at the 

Bremerton’s Elks Picnic area. 

 

Vice Cmdr. Doug McKay thanked Rick 

Campbell for his presentation. 

 

Past Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott reminded 

everyone he still has raffle tickets availa-

ble. You can get them from him or the 

National Office. 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran reports this 

year’s Tolling of the Boats will be at 

1000 26 May at Deterrent Park on Ban-

gor. There is a need for volunteers to 

work in the National Office. On Saturday 

28 May, 6 unclaimed remains of Veterans 

will be escorted to Tahoma National 

Cemetery. This is the Run to Tahoma. On 

Memorial Day May 30 at 1300 the Base 

will present a wreath at the annual Me-

morial Day Observance at Ivy Green 

Cemetery. This week’s Soup Down will 

be at Cashes Brewery in Old Town Sil-

verdale. 

 

Next meeting will be June 21, 2016 Tues-

day 1900 at the FRA. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put 

wheels on luggage?  

 Notes of Interest  ►   16 thru 31 JUL 2016   

http://www.nhc-ul.org/Bulletin%20160801%20(PDF%20Edition).pdf 

COLA.   The June CPI is 235.308, and .5 percent above the FY 2014 COLA baseline. Because there was 

not a positive COLA in FY 2015, the FY 2014 baseline is used.   The CPI for July 2016 is scheduled to be 

released on August 16, 2016.   

Coffee.  Americans are expected to spend a whopping $13.6 billion on coffee this year. That’s up from 

$12.8 billion in 2015 and $11.9 billion in 2014.  

POW/MIA Poster.  Up to 20 of the  new 2016 posters can be ordered at  http://www.dpaa.mil .You 

can put them up in barber shops, city halls, police and fire departments, Library's, restaurants, etc anywhere 

where we can get the word out for the public to see that we haven't FORGOTTEN.  
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Remember: Y'all is singular. All y'all is plural. All y'all's is plural possessive. 

 

 

Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 21 Jun 2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

Base Commander, Steve Corcoran called 

the June 21, 2016 meeting to order at 

1900 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

WW II Submarine Veteran Paul Christof-

ferson, WD4 Cmdr. Al Durkee, and Asst. 

vice Cmdr. WD4 Jim DeMott were in 

attendance.  

 

Scholarship Chairman John Gardner and 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran present-

ed the $1000 awards to those in attend-

ance who were Zoe Wiltz, Jennifer Gray, 

Rebecca Gray and Lillian 

Schmidt.  Justine Morris' Mom, Dedra, 

accepted her award and read a note from 

Justine.  

 

The complete list of awardees is as fol-

lows: 

 

David Degnanis sponsored by his grand-

father James Kendall. He is attending 

George Fox University and is studying 

Biology and Biological Research. 

 

Jennifer Gray is sponsored by her grand-

fathers Myron Gray and Robert Boyce. 

She is attending Seattle Pacific University 

majoring in Music Technology. 

 

 

Rebecca Gray is sponsored by her grand-

fathers Myron Gray and Robert Boyce. 

She is attending the University of Kansas 

majoring in Vocal Performance. 

 

Ryan Lynch is sponsored by his grandfa-

ther John Lynch. He will be attending 

Belmont University majoring in Musical 

Theater. 

 

Justine Morris is sponsored by her 

grandfather Gregory Fessler. She is at-

tending New York University majoring in 

Journalism. 

 

Lillian Kaiser Schmidt is sponsored by 

her grandfather Gary Kaiser. She is at-

tending Western Washington University 

majoring in Behavioral Neuroscience. 

 

Zoe Wiltz is sponsored by her father Ste-

ven Wiltz. She is attending Grand Can-

yon University majoring in English for 

Secondary Education. 

 

During the break refreshments were 

served and the Willie Spoon Memorial 

Scholarship Raffle was conducted. The 

following is a list of the winners: 

 

After the break Base Cmdr. Steve Corco-

ran talked about the history of the Schol-

arship Program. 

 

Parade and Scholarship Chairman John 

Gardner announced that the Fathoms of 

Fun parade would be Saturday June 25 at 

1800 and we are in Position 27. 

 

 

 

 

Chief of the Boat reminded everyone the 

Base Picnic would be July 30 at the 

Bremerton Elks starting about 1200 after 

the Whaling Days parade. 

 

Western District 4 Cmdr. Al Durkee an-

nounced the USSVI Elections started on 

June 21.  

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran thanked eve-

ryone who attended the Memorial Day 

services at Ivy Green Cemetery. He re-

minded the group of the Fourth of July 

Parade on Bainbridge Island and the July 

10 Rick Campbell book signing and Kick 

Off at the Silverdale Yacht Club Restau-

rant. He was also glad that 17 base mem-

bers were attending the National Conven-

tion in Reno. 

 

Paul Christofferson won $48.00 in the 

50/50 raffle and donated it to the Scholar-

ship Fund. 

 

 

Next meeting will be July 30, 2016 Satur-

day at the Bremerton Elks Picnic area. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

See the Gertrude Check for  

2016 Raffle Prize Donors 

Value 

Winning Ticket Number 

Winning Name 

 

 

 

Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when babies wake up  like every two 

hours?  

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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Historical Look at Diesel Boat Service 

 

There have been many major changes in the U.S. Navy Subma-

rine Service since the WWII Diesel Boat Era. It might be inter-

esting historically to note some of them.  

 

Initially there were only seven pay grades (actually eight). They 

ran from one to seven with Apprentice Seaman (AS) as one, Sea-

man Second Class (S2/c) as two, Seaman First Class (S1/c) as 

three, Petty Officer Third Class (e.g. MM3c) as four. Petty Offic-

ers Second and First Class as five and six. Chief Petty Officers 

were initially promoted to "seven A" for one year (Acting Ap-

pointment) and then to Chief Petty Officer as pay grade seven. 

There were no Master or Command Chief, etc. The "C" for Chief 

Petty Officers preceded the rate designation, for example CMM 

not MMC as today. For all of the seaman ratings there was a 

comparable Fireman (F)  

 

The Officer's rank structure has remained consistent with minor 

exceptions. During WWII a five star Fleet Admiral rank was add-

ed and bestowed on Nimitz and King. No one promoted to that 

rank since WWII. Another thing there was no Commodore rank 

utilized. Officers were promoted from Captain to Rear Admiral 

(lower half) and hence to Rear Admiral (upper half). The Rear 

Admiral (Lower Half) replaced the Commodore rank. As it is 

custom to call any Commanding Officer Captain it also was cus-

tom to call a Submarine Squadron Commander Commodore.  

 

 

Before WWII an Apprentice Seaman's pay was $21.00 per 

month. Pays increased in WWII with Apprentice Seaman to 

$50.00 per month and to around $120.00 per month for a Chief. 

All personnel on Submarines got 50% submarine money and 

20% sea duty pay. When added together added up to about 80% 

extra pay.  If you were married and/or had dependents your pay 

was reduced by $28.00 per month the U.S. Navy supplemented 

another $22.00 and your dependent was sent a monthly check for 

$50.00. Consequently, an Apprentice Seaman would get $22.00 

per month. However, enlisted personnel below pay grade four 

could not marry without the permission of their Commanding 

Officer. This breached more often than observed and obviously 

many entered the service married.  

 

At one time the Navy Paymasters would pay personnel with 

$2.00 bills so that when spent it would indicate to the local econ-

omy the impact of the service. Also when being paid by the Pay-

master on board a tender you would line up with your "pay chit" 

to draw your pay. When you reached the pay desk you would 

salute the Paymaster, put your fingerprint on the "pay chit" and 

draw your money. There was a posted pay list indicating what 

you had on the "books" and you could draw all or whatever 

amount you desired  Submarine and sea pay were a real boon 

especially when sea store cigarettes at six cents a pack and a bot-

tle of beer on Bank St. was twenty-five cents. Later when you 

came in off patrol you would have that back pay and be really 

flush.  

 

Due to rapid expansion of every aspect of the U.S. Navy, if you 

could cut the mustard, promotions were forthcoming. Many a 

serving enlisted person commissioned (called mustangs) or ad-

vanced in rating because of the enormous need to fill billets in 

new construction and replace casualties. Classes at the U.S. Na-

val Academy graduated early. Personnel with special qualifica-

tions were coming into the service rated and/or commissioned. 

You could see a Chief Petty Officer with no hash marks. These 

ratings were derided and called "slick arms" (no hash marks) and/

or "Tajo" ratings by the old-timers. Some enlisted personnel 

commissioned as regular line officers, Warrant Officers and Lim-

ited Duty Officers (LDOs) in specific areas. Such commissions 

initially were considered temporary with reversion back to their 

permanent grades at the conclusion of hostilities. 

 

They created many specialty ratings. In their "Crow" specialty 

designator was a diamond with a letter inside, e.g., the letter "A" 

would be for a coach or professional athlete who would conduct 

physical conditioning, etc. Most, if not all, of these ratings ceased 

to exist with the end of the war. Some referred to these as "square 

knot" rates.  There were right and left arm rates. Right arm rates 

were considered "Sea Going Rates" (BM, QM. GM. SM, FC, 

TM, etc.) and the "Crow" was worn on the right arm. Left arm 

rates were ancillary and were MM, Y, EM, RM, MOMM, ET, 

etc. Right arm rates were senior to left arm ratings. There was no 

Boatswain Mate Third Class they were called Coxswains.  

 

Seamen and Firemen wore a "watch stripe" round the right shoul-

der - white for seamen red for firemen. There was other colors of 

"Watch Stripes" for aviation, CBs, etc. Indication of rate was on 

uniform cuffs. One white/red stripe for AS/FA, two for S2c/F2/c 

and three for S1/c and F1/c. The present diagonal 1, 2, or 3 stripe

(s), in color was originally for WAVE uniforms and after WWII 

were adopted for the present enlisted uniform and the watch 

stripe was eliminated.  

 

[See   Historical Look at Diesel Boats p. 26]       

Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV?   
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I'm 'bout as nervous as a long tailed cat in a room full of rocking chairs.  

[from p. 25] Historical Look at Diesel Boats  

   

The "T-Shirt" a part of the enlisted uniform initially served two 

purposes. (1) It was to be worn without the Jumper on work de-

tails, especially in tropical locations. (2) It was meant to have the 

high white neckline to show in the "V" of the Jumper. Some per-

sonnel, to enhance the appearance would cut the tab off and wore 

the "T-shirt" backward for a better appearance especially if with 

age and washings it seemed to sag. The popularity of the T-Shirt 

expanded into wide public acceptance after WWII and in now 

utilized, not only as an undergarment but as outerwear with vari-

ous designs, logos, etc.  

 

There were no Silver Metal Dolphins for enlisted personnel. Dol-

phins for enlisted personnel consisted of embroidered "patches". 

(white for blues and blue for whites) sewn on the right forearm. 

Silver Metal Dolphins for enlisted personnel was authorized after 

WWII.  

 

All enlisted personnel wore embroidered "patches" as distin-

guishing marks e.g., if you were a designated striker you could 

wear the insignia for that specialty on the left upper sleeve.  Oth-

er distinguishing marks for enlisted personnel were "patches" on 

uniforms, e.g., an Expert Lookout "patch" binoculars, a diver a 

divers helmet (M for Master. with degree of qualification indicat-

ed on the chest section of the helmet. These worn on the right 

upper sleeve and there were many of them. One "perk" that has 

persisted is the wearing of gold rating insignia and hash marks 

for those with 12 years of good conduct. Chief Petty Officers 

merely pinned their fouled anchor hat insignia to the front top of 

their hat covers. The black band and background for the insignia 

was initiated after WWII. Officers did wear Gold Metal Dolphins 

as they do today.  

 

Unknown today was also the fact that there was a dress white 

uniform for enlisted personnel. The collar and cuffs were blue 

and were adorned with piping. What is worn today are "undress 

whites". Pictures of them are in old "Bluejacket Manuals".   Of-

ficers wore swords for ceremonial occasions as they do today but 

back before WWII Chief Petty Officers had a cutlass for ceremo-

nial dress occasions. Another uniform item that is now passé is 

the flat hat. Once the ribbon had the name of your ship but this 

discontinued for security reasons and all flat hats merely had U.S. 

Navy in gold on the ribbon.  

 

In boot camp all of your uniform items were stenciled with your 

name and service number. There were no doors on lockers and 

each item had a prescribed method of folding and stowing. It was 

even prescribed as to how you would pack your sea bag. 

Originally, the entire submarine base was literally below the rail-

road tracks. Later as the base expanded it was called "lower 

base". Most of the upper base buildings, i.e., Morton Hall, Dea-

ley Center, etc., were constructed for WWII. The road from the 

present main gate past the golf course was the Groton-Norwich 

road. About half way up the road was an overhead railroad 

bridge. The entrance to the base was under the bridge and the 

Marine guard stationed there in a guard shack. The base com-

manders office was housed in a small brick building about half 

way between the training tower and the Torpedo Shop.  

 

Submarine School - six weeks enlisted and three months for of-

ficers.  Of some 250,000 men who applied for submarine duty 

less than 10% made it to Sub School and many of those washed 

out. Submarine School was the sole tyrannical domain of one 

Chief Torpedoman Charles Spritz. Submarine School was called 

"Spritz's Navy". He ruled with an iron hand and was feared by 

instructors and students alike. He had little regard for rate wheth-

er you were a Seaman First Class or a Petty Officer First Class. 

To call him eccentric was a gross understatement. He did not 

smoke, did not drink and was single It is open to debate as to if 

he ever even pulled a liberty. His total devotion was to the Sub-

marine School. It was universally conceded that he had gone 

"asiatic", not 100% stable and perhaps as a youngster he might 

have been dropped on his head. He insisted that personnel, at all 

times, be properly and neatly attired in the regulation "Uniform 

of the Day" without exception. No tailor made, proper rolled 

neckerchief down to the "V" in the Jumper with immaculate 

white T-Shirt showing, shoes well shined, etc. He did not permit 

smoking nor any type of horseplay. He demanded that all person-

nel move at a fast pace.  Chief Spritz had the uncanny ability to 

be everywhere at all times and pity the poor individual who 

crossed his path. His discipline was swift and sure. He felt it was 

his personal mission to ascertain that anyone leaving sub school 

for submarine duty was in every respect ready. He had many 

axioms but his favorite was "There is room for anything on a 

submarine except a mistake". Sub school students were not 

"boots", many, if not most, had time in the U.S. Navy and were 

rated.  There is an article in POLARIS issue of August, 2000 

(Submarine Saga segment) which delves into more detail relative 

to Chief Spritz and is briefly incorporated here as it is a definite 

part of the Diesel Boat Era.  Sub Vets of WWII in recognition of 

respect, and a fealty obligation to this once feudal lord and mas-

ter, wear a "Spritz's Navy" patch on their vests.   

  

[See   Historical Look at Diesel Boats p. 27]       

Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars  to look at 

things on the ground?  
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[from p. 26] Historical Look at Diesel Boats  

 

It would seem that the screening at Sub School served us well. 

Friction between members of the crew was unbefitting and unac-

ceptable. If an individual demonstrated an inability to "get along" 

he could be transferred to another boat. If the same conduct pre-

vailed there he would be transferred out of submarines.  

 

The training tower caused many a wash out for both physical and 

mental reasons. If a person could not "pop" his ears it could 

cause pain and even bleeding from the ears. You voice changed 

dramatically to a high pitch under pressure. All personnel had to 

qualify from the 100' lock with the Mommsen Lung. Right after 

the war it was noted that some German submariners had made 

emergency escapes using free ascents. A number of crews from 

boats went to the tower and made free ascents.   

 

We had less pomp insofar as the ceremony observed when a 

member of the crew qualified than is apparent today. The indi-

vidual, thrown over the side then sewed dolphins on his uniforms 

and wore them with pride. They have always been, and always 

will be, a badge of honor regardless of manner in which be-

stowed. There was less reverence on some other occasions also., 

e.g., when a "Good Conduct Medal" was awarded to a member of 

the crew it would be given by the Captain (or perhaps the Exec) 

at quarters amid "hoots and hollers" with cries of "Undiscovered 

Crime". There was also a bonus system for awards ranging from 

$1.00 per month for the Good Conduct Medal to $5.00 per month 

for the Congressional Medal of Honor.  

 

 

"Tailor Made" dress blues were the uniform of the day for liber-

ty. The jumper was skin tight with a zipper in the side so that it 

could be taken off. Accentuated bell bottoms were mandated. 

The inside of the cuffs were decorated with embroidered color 

decorations, usually dragons, etc., and were only visible when the 

cuffs were turned up.  

When you made Chief you initially bought the cheapest hat you 

could find since it was also considered appropriate and properly 

respectful to have all of the crew urinate in your first hat.  

 

Sad to note in this day and enlightened age all of the military 

services of the United States were segregated during our era. The 

practice abolished by President Truman over 50 years ago. Stew-

ards, at that time, recruited from America territories and from 

American minorities. Even in such a tight knit group as Ameri-

can Submarines two racks in the Forward Torpedo Room hung 

off the overhead beneath The Torpedo Loading Hatch were re-

served for the Stewards. Rated Stewards wore uniforms similar to 

Chiefs.  

 

The submarine sailor was a very irreverent individual with an 

avid distaste for regulations, etc. The average life span of a sub-

marine sailor was four patrols (about a year). Despite bravado, 

that thought prevailed to varying degrees depending upon the 

individual. That premise however, was unsaid but used as an 

excuse for hell-raising. Rarely mentioned in tales of WWII sub-

marine lore was the fact that going through minefields was as 

apprehensive as being depth charged.   

 

Submarine Officers and crews were very young - anyone past 

thirty was a very old man. Admiral Charles Lockwood (Uncle 

Charley) Com Sub Pac was most forgiving, as were Skippers and 

Execs, of transgressions of both Officers and men. Returning 

from patrol crews were treated extremely well.  

 

Another "perk" of the submarine force was that any record of 

"minor" disciplinary action that a member of the crew suffered 

would be entered into the "page 9" of his service record. Virtual-

ly all disciplinary action was handled internally on the boat. 

However, both the original and carbon copy (BuPers Copy) re-

tained in his jacket. When transferred, the original and copy, re-

moved by the Yeoman to be deep sixed. Unless there was a seri-

ous offence personnel transferred with a clean record.  

 

Many friendships were formed in sub school, plus other training 

and schools and transfers were not uncommon due to the needs 

of new construction, promotions, etc. Consequently, the force 

became even more closely knit. It was the rare boat that did not 

have personnel whom you knew.  

 

Submariners were very independent and resourceful, both indi-

vidually and as a group. Needs (and desires) of the boat as pre-

scribed by the U.S. Navy, did not always coincide with what was 

considered proper nor adequate. Therefore, a system of 

"midnight requisitioning" and "midnight small stores" developed 

to enhance efficiency. This avenue of acquisition considered a 

solemn duty in promoting the war effort. Those proficient and 

innovative in this endeavor were greatly admired. It was an art as 

well as a science executed individually or as a group cooperative 

effort.   

 

[See   Historical Look at Diesel Boats p. 28]       
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[from p. 27] Historical Look at Diesel Boats  

 

Those proficient and innovative in this endeavor were greatly 

admired. It was an art as well as a science executed individually 

or as a group cooperative effort. Some of these escapades took 

great ingenuity as well as "brass balls". As a term of affection 

they were called "scroungers" and/or "dog robbers". If a Skipper 

or Exec made an "innocent" passing remark that some particular 

thing might be "nice" it would appear mysteriously in due time.  

 

On board an informal, but professional, attitude prevailed. Alt-

hough we had an evaporator to make fresh water, battery water-

ing was primary. In the design and scheme of things, personal 

hygiene or washing of clothes did not seem to be considered. One 

Engineering Petty Officer, called the "Water King" ran the evap-

orators. Personal hygiene or washing of clothing was an after-

thought. The use of after-shave lotions, deodorants and especially 

talcum powders prevailed. Large cans of "Lilac" were the norm, 

purchased inexpensively and sprinkled liberally.  

 

To the unacquainted it could appear that the rapport between 

Officers and men was quite informal and to a degree it was but it 

in no way detracted from efficiency, military courtesy, tradition 

or discipline. There was a strong mutual respect. Aye-Aye Sir, 

Very Well and Well Done were accorded as appropriate. The 

vast majority of the crew was rated and competent in their skills. 

Obviously so were our officers. There was no such thing as sten-

ciled ratings on dungaree shirts so a person coming aboard a sub-

marine at sea would have a difficult time determining any indi-

viduals rate. Also there was an axiom that in submarines "you 

left your rate on the dock". Ability was the hallmark.  

 

When conditions approached that of a Chinese garbage scow 

junk with an over flowing head and the crew in dire need of fu-

migation the Skipper might decide to allow showers piecemeal 

by sections. You lined up to enter the shower, the Chief of the 

Boat turned on the water for 2 seconds and shut it down while 

you soaped down. You were then allowed a correspondingly 

brief rinse.  

 

Each member of the crew was allotted one locker which meas-

ured about 12" high, 18" wide and about 18" deep. You kept your 

uniforms under your mattress. Your rack had a plastic zip around 

cover. Your mattress was encased in a "mattress cover" which 

was akin to an oversized pillow case. Able to be turned over once 

and some even turned them inside out and got two more uses. 

Less the uninitiated be stunned by that you must be cognizant of 

lack of water for regular laundry.  

 

Internal communications on board were conducted by the 1MC 

and 7MC phone and speaker systems.  

 

To reenter a submarine after handling lines etc. when returning to 

port was a shocking revelation. It was impossible to believe that 

you had survived that malodorous environment. Politely put the 

atmosphere was conducive to a shanty town house of ill repute 

that also was inundated by a backup of its sewer system. Pity the 

poor relief crew that had to come on board and make the boat 

shipshape again.  

 

You could immediately identify an Electrician on a submarine. 

He was the individual with the most shredded moth eaten dunga-

rees.  

 

Ribald humor was the tenor of the day. No topic or human frailty 

was off limits. Nothing was sacred. Horseplay and trickery were 

the order of the day. The antics and demeanor of the crew, both 

at sea and ashore, would not be socially acceptable nor politically 

correct nowadays. I fear that the late Admiral Rickover would 

have been aghast.  

 

One real advantage was food, especially when you first went out. 

Although they were ridden without mercy the cooks did an excel-

lent job of feeding the crew. We ate family style off china plates. 

Our officers ate exactly what the enlisted personnel did. The 

stewards would come back to the After Battery Galley and fill 

their serving plates and bring it to the Forward Battery for the 

Wardroom. When leaving port rations were stored in every con-

ceivable space (including the shower since it wouldn't be need-

ed). However, as supplies diminished the cooks were hard 

pressed to come up with varied favorable menus. All boats had 

"open icebox" so you could prepare and cook anything you want-

ed at any time as long as you cleaned up after yourself. The After 

Battery "Mess" was for chow, off duty recreation, meeting space 

and a hang-out.  

 

[See   Historical Look at Diesel Boats p. 29]       
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[from p. 28] Historical Look at Diesel Boats  

 

This is a collective attempt at recollection after the passing of a 

half-century so any errors or omissions hopefully forgiven as 

"senior frailties". Much of this is collective memory and is a 

compilation of boats in general. There is no pride of authorship 

so any comments, additions, corrections and/or deletions are wel-

come and appreciated. This is merely a historical comparison as 

best one can do and is in no way a negative reflection between 

"then and now".   

 

GOD BLESS ALL SUBMARINERS - Past, Present and Future  

 

Michael Skurat  

Central Connecticut Chapter  

U.S. Submarine Veterans World War II. 

 

 

A Sailor's Poem 

 

Come gather round me lads and I'll tell you a thing or two; 

About the way we ran the Navy in nineteen sixty two. 

 

When wooden ships and iron men were barely out of sight; 

I am going to give you some facts just to set the record right. 

 

We wore the ole bell bottoms, with a flat hat on our head; 

Always hit the rack at night and never "went to bed." 

 

Our uniforms were worn ashore and we were mighty proud; 

Never thought of wearing civvies, in fact they were never al-

lowed. 

 

What happened to the KiYi brush, and the old salt-water bath; 

Holy stoning decks at night cause you stirred old Bosn's wrath! 

 

We always had our gedunk stand and lots of pogey bait; 

And it always took a hitch or two just to make a rate. 

 

In your seabag all your skivvies, were neatly stopped and rolled; 

And the blankets on your sack had better have a three-inch fold. 

 

Your little ditty bag, it is hard to believe just how much it held; 

You wouldn't go ashore with pants that hadn't been spiked and 

belled. 

 

We had scullery maids and succotash and good old SOS; 

And when you felt like topping off, you headed for the mess. 

 

Oh we had our belly robbers but there weren't too many gripes; 

For the deck apes were never hungry and there were no starving 

snipes. 

 

Now you never hear of Davy Jones, Shellbacks or Polliwogs; 

And you  never splice the mainbrace to receive your daily grog. 

 

Now you never have to dog a watch or stand the main vent; 

You even tie your lines today, back in my time they were bent. 

 

We were all two-fisted drinkers and no one thought you sinned; 

If you staggered back aboard your ship, three sheets to the wind. 

 

And with just a couple hours of sleep you regained your usual 

luster; 

Bright eyed and bushy tailed, you still made morning muster. 

 

Rocks and shoals have long since gone, and now it's UCMJ; 

Then the old man handled every thing if you should go astray. 

 

Now they steer the ships with dials, and I wouldn't be surprised; 

If some day they sailed them from the beach computerized. 

 

So when my earthly hitch is over, and the good Lord picks the 

best; 

I'll walk right up to HIM and say, "Sir, I have but one request. 

 

Let me sail the seas of Heaven in a coat of Navy blue; 

Like I did so long ago on earth way back in nineteen- sixty-two. 

 

Author unknown! 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/green-r.htm 
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