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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their 
country.  That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  
 
That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, mem-
bers of  the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included 
are submariners from the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and 
Fast Attack Submariners. 
 
All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If 
you are Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 
more definition than this printed black and white copy! 

USSVI Purpose and Creed 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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Go to page 8  to continue 

From the Editor  

 

 Shortly before publication, Dave Nielsen (CWO-4) USN (ret), who received his Holland Club certificate 

(see p. 8) passed away—we send our condolences to the family. 

 

 Please send me “press” for upcoming events and “press” and photos after the event for inclusion in 

the PS. 

 

Volume 21 Issue 1 (Jan-Feb-Mar 2017) will be published in mid-Feb 2017 — the due date for input is 

Feb 1, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com  

Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All 
Star Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to 
drpittman@wavecable.com  

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremer ton Base website) - current information on base activities, members,  
on-line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook                                                                                                               
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp  

mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html 

 Commander      
Steve Corcoran 
360-471-2704  

stephenjcorcoran@ gmail.com  

  Holland Club  
Chairman 

Dick Litscher 
360-373-1838 

nolitch@comcast.net 

 

 Vice Commander 
Doug McKay 
360-621-3234  

mckay.mason.subs@gmail.com 

  Bonefish Manager  
NWCPOA Rep   
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360-275-3638           

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

 Past Commander 
Jim DeMott 

360-895-0547 
jedemott@hotmail.com  

    

 Chief of the Boat 
Wayne Peterson 

360-265-0266 
bronc4life@yahoo.com 

  Scholarship Chairman 
John Gardner 
360-692-8994 

Jgardner@ donobi.com 

 

 Secretary 
Wayne Sieckowski 

360-362-2064 
wsieckowski@gmail,com 

  Base Webmaster 
Don “Red” Bassler 

360-602-0250 
up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

 Treasurer                    
Membership Chairman 

Dennis Nardone 
360-830-5843 

dnardone@wavecable.com 

  FaceBook 
Dale McVey 
360-981-1167 

dale.mcvey@gmail.com 

 

 Chaplain 
Fred Borgmann 

360-337-2978 
office@ussvi.org 

  Historian 
Bob Paul 

360-692-0165 
bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 

 

 Storekeeper 
Ralph  W. Harris 

360-876-0830 
rwharris@wavecable.com 

  Western District 4    
Commander 
Al Durkee 

360-908-3050 
durkeeal@ earthlink.net 
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4  

Vol. 20 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

        Hello fellow Submariners and Associate 

Members,   

 

Well, here we are at the end of another year. I truly 

hope you are all doing well. I believe we have had 

a successful year. As my first year as your Base 

Commander comes to an end, I hope I have served 

you in an honorable, respectful, and professional 

manner. It has been an honor and humbling experi-

ence thus far, and I hope to carry on for the next 

year in the same way. I attempt to keep you in-

formed on our events and issues through e-mails 

and our website Gertrude Check, and here in Puget 

Soundings. I hope I am doing a good job. I am here 

for you.  

 

First order of business is to report from the Nation-

al Convention. I am just going to copy the infor-

mation that I sent in an e-mail after my return from 

the convention. I feel it was a very successful con-

vention; we are in good hands, and heading in the 

right direction.  

 

Overview of the National Convention: U.S.S.V.I. 

has a net worth of   2.1 million dollars. Approxi-

mately $700,000.00 is actually U.S.S.V.I. funds 

and approximately the remaining 1.6 million is the 

total from all the bases combined. Just a reminder, 

the Bremerton Base is a branch of the National of-

fice. In reality, National owns our assets; float, 

ship's store, and all other "stuff". Do not worry; 

National is NOT going to take our assets. We have 

a great base and we are doing all the right things. 

We have smart people that support our base and 

keep us honest. U.S.S.V.I. is in good shape and I 

feel we will continue to be successful in the future 

with the individuals that were elected at the nation-

al level. I must add, our treasurer Dennis Nardone, 

was mentioned in many conversations in a very 

positive manner. He was sought out by National 

Treasure Paul Hizer on a few occasions, stating 

that if any base needed assistance with their treas-

ury or how to keep their accounts straight, just ask 

Dennis. Dennis represented our base in a very pro-

fessional manner. Thanks Dennis. I attended all the 

meetings, and as I said, U.S.S.V.I. is doing very 

well. If you have any questions please contact me. 

 

 2017 Convention - Orlando Florida, National will 

sponsor with local bases providing support. 

 2018 Convention - Caribbean cruise out of Florida 

- National will sponsor with help from AAA of 

Bremerton. 

 

 2019/2020 Convention - No location yet. The E-

Board is entertaining the idea of Bremerton 

Base hosting this convention.  We have a con-

vention chairman and we need feedback from 

our members if we are going to host a National 

Convention. This will take the teamwork of all 

members and we are in the process of making 

this decision. Please let any E-Board member 

know if you have any concerns, feedback, or 

ideas with this topic. We need to decide on this 

soon. 

      

 There are a few additional items I would like to 

share with you. These items were discussed at pre-

vious E-Board meetings and I need to inform the 

entire base.  

 

[See Commander’s Comments p. 5]       
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[from p. 4] Commander’s Comments 

 

For those who are not aware, I am also on the E-

Board of American Legion Post 149 in Bremerton. 

As many of you know, membership in our respec-

tive veteran groups are in decline. As a possible 

idea to maybe increase membership, I have 

brought up the possibility of having joint events 

with the American Legion, VFW, and the Fleet 

Reserve.  One that comes to mind is our annual 

picnic at the Elks. I know the American Legion 

Post 149 holds their picnic there also, and they are 

open to the possibility of holding our picnics to-

gether. It would free up a weekend reservation at 

the pavilion and it could lead to good things for 

both groups. This is all preliminary and I would 

appreciate any feedback you may have. The Fleet 

Reserve also showed interest. I have yet to speak 

with the VFW.  

 

I have reserved a time frame to have a basket raffle 

at the Fleet Reserve. It will probably be after the 

New Year. The theme of the basket will be a 

“Man” basket: tools, gift cards to certain stores, 

beer, liquor, and other odds and ends. Annie at the 

Fleet, who does these baskets on a regular basis, is 

helping me with this. Tickets will be sold 6 for 5 

dollars. The baskets usually make a profit of any-

where between $250 and $500. I thought it would 

be a way to produce some funds for the base. No 

funds will be used from the base to make this bas-

ket. I sort of made a command decision on this 

one, so I will take full responsibility for this. All 

profits will go to the base. The Fleet does have a 

license to do this, so it is legal. The Fleet does not 

want any profit either. I can cancel at any time if 

necessary. Any questions or concerns on this topic, 

please feel free to contact me. I look forward to 

any feedback. 

 

The E-board is also looking at the possibility of 

holding an annual raffle. This is very preliminary 

and we have not finalized anything. It would be a 

limited number of tickets, sold all year, and the 

winner would be selected at the end-of-year Christ-

mas party. Again, we have not decided on this yet. 

We are just thinking of ideas to create funds for the 

base. Any feedback, questions or concerns on this 

topic, please contact the E-Board or me. 

 

 I must be clear. We are doing very well as a base. 

We as the E-Board are just looking for ideas to 

keep our base successful and maybe recover the 

profits from the loss of the firework sales. That 

endeavor was very time consuming, and I person-

ally think it ran its course. Just my feelings on that 

matter. 

 

By now you should have received your 2017 Sub-

vets calendar. I hope you enjoy it. I want to thank 

all members who may have sent in a donation to 

the base; it is greatly appreciated. I also want to 

thank the base members who take care of this duty 

every year; your dedication is appreciated. 

 

As I write this article, I am recovering from the 

Auburn Veterans Day Parade. It was a very wet 

morning and I for one, got soaked. But I also had a 

great time. U.S.S.V.I. lead the parade this year. We 

had quite a few WWII Submarine Veterans join us; 

two were Grand Marshals, including our very own 

Paul Christofferson. Base member and Western 

District 4 Commander Al Durkee also lead the pa-

rade. The Bremerton Base Bonefish float, pulled 

by Sam Swenson, was followed by four active duty 

submarine sailors from the U.S.S. Michigan acting 

as our honor guard; and they did a great job. I ex-

pect to see them at future meetings. Bremerton 

Base had approximately 18 members attend; which 

was a good number considering the weather. We 

were joined by Seattle Base, Yakima Base, Rogue-

Umpqua Base from Oregon and the  Silent Service 

Motorcycle group. It was an honor to be at the 

front this year; we were treated very well by the 

city of Auburn.  

 

[See Commander’s Comments p. 6]       
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[from p. 5] Commander’s Comments 

 

You know, we usually get rained on at this parade, 

and this day was no different, but I would not 

change a thing. I had a great time with my fellow 

submariners and it is days like today that makes 

me realize why I belong to this group. You guys 

and gals are awesome. 

 

Once again, I would like to take the time to thank 

the individuals that take on the responsibility to 

hold office and chair our many committees for our 

base. I truly appreciate all you do for our base and 

membership. Without these dedicated individuals, 

our base would not be as successful as it is.  

 

And a thank you to all our members. Whether you 

attend the soup downs, parades, volunteer at our 

events, or help in any other way, I thank you. We 

have a great base, and I truly enjoy seeing you at 

our events. 

 

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. Please be safe and enjoy the 

holiday season. 

 

And thanks to Puget Sound Publisher Dave 

Pittman for allowing me to take a little extra time 

for this submission.  

 

Well that is all for now. I am still going to leave 

my main goals here. I still feel they are important.   

 

Take care my friends.  

 

Membership – Our membership is what makes 

our base so successful and strong. My goal is to 

keep our membership strong and hopefully recruit 

more members. We have an awesome resource be-

ing so close to a submarine base. My intention is to 

communicate with the boats and shore commands 

and interface with the active duty force. We as a 

base, need to communicate our creed and all that 

we do for the community, not to mention the fun 

we have. I also ask that our current members con-

tact one of your former shipmates and invite them 

to one of our meetings or events, just to check us 

out. 

 

Primary and Secondary individuals for Com-

mittees – I feel we need to have a 2nd person famil-

iar with the many committees we have. Starting 

with the Treasurers' position on down to Puget 

Soundings. My goal here is to have someone fa-

miliar with the duties and responsibilities of each 

position. We do many good things and support 

events throughout the year. For example, scholar-

ship raffle and applications, membership, parades, 

Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I just 

feel if an individual is on vacation or unable to 

continue as the primary chairman, we need some-

one else to step up. Just like on the boats, we had a 

primary and secondary for all major collateral du-

ties. 

  

I look forward to seeing you all at future events. If 

there is anything I can assist you with, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as 

your Base Commander.  

 

Steve Corcoran 

Base Commander 

Bremerton Base Submarine Veterans 
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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. 

USS Albacore (SS-218) 

lost on 7-Nov-1944, with 

the loss of 86 crew, when 

it was sunk in the channel 

between Hokkaido and 

Honshu.  

 

 

USS Growler (SS-215) 

lost on 8-Nov-1944, with 

the loss of 84 crew, when 

it was sunk in South Chi-

na Sea. 

 

 

USS Corvina (SS-226) lost 

on 16-Nov-1943, with the 

loss of 82 crew, when it was 

sunk just south of Truk by a 

Japanese submarine. 

 

USS Scamp (SS-277) proba-

baly lost on 16-Nov-1944, 

with the loss of 83 crew, 

when it was sunk off Inubo 

Saki near Tokyo Bay. 

 

USS Sculpin (SS-191) lost on 

19-Nov-1943, with the loss 

of 43 crew, when it was scut-

tled after taking severe dam-

age north of Groluk Island 

near Truk. 41 crew were tak-

en prisoner, only 21 survived 

the war. 

 

 

USS Capelin (SS-289) lost on 

or after 1-Dec-1943, with the 

loss of 76 crew, when it was 

sunk off Celebes, possibly off 

Kaoe Bay; Halmahera or in 

Molukka Passage. No reports 

were made from boat after it 

left Darwin around 17-Nov-1943. Potential loss 

date spread given as 23-Nov-1943 to 9-Dec- 

1943. 

 

USS Sealion (SS-195) lost 

on 10-Dec-1941 when it 

was scuttled in Manila Bay 

after damage at Cavite. 

Bombed on 10 December 

1941 with the loss of four 

crew. Damage was suffi-

cient to preclude removal 

to home waters when Phil-

ippines were surrendered. First American subma-

rine lost during World War II. Portions of wreck-

age remained in place until late 1950’s when it 

was sold for scrapping. 

 

. 

On Eternal Patrol  
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Bremerton Base Founder & A Past National Commander Honored 

for 73 Years Qualified in 

Submarines  
 

Earlier this month at the local Blueback base 

submarine veterans summer picnic, Tudor F. 

Davis (center) was awarded his 70 year quali-

fied in submarines pin. His original date for 

qualification in submarines is October 1943 

USS Halibut (SS232) which actually makes a 

total of 73years qualified in submarines.  

                                       

 

                                                                                                                     L to R: George Hudson (Base Commander), Tudor (Plank                                                    

                                                                         Owner Blueback Base) and Bob Walters (Plank Owner                             

                                                                          Blueback Base). 

Holland Club News  

 

(L-R) On  Sunday, October 9th, Base Cdr Steve Coran and Senior Holland Club member Ralph Harris pre-

sented Dave Nielsen (CWO-4) USN (ret) with a Holland Club  certificate, patch, challenge coin, and mem-

bership card at his home. His wife Donna and his entire family were grateful and appreciated our visit. 

They also thanked the Bremerton Base Submarine Veterans for the food Dene Rogers delivered last week. 

Dave was in good spirits and showed his sense of humor, while suffering Stage 4 lung cancer. 
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USSVI                  

National News 

 

NEWS-01: 2017 Convention 

correction 

Submitted by: Wayne Stander-

fer on 10/13/2016 

---------------------------------------- 

Shipmates, 

 

This message is to clear up the 

confusion that resulted from pre-

vious outside misinformation as 

to the official dates of our 2017 

National Convention at the 

Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel in 

Orlando, FL. The original post-

ing was  (1) day off from the ac-

tual start date. Sorry for any in-

convenience this caused anyone. 

 

The dates are Friday, Sept. 1st to 

Wednesday, Sept. 6th. 

 

You can call (866) 996-6338 and 

make your room reservations 

starting now. 

 

Rosen Shingle Creek 

9939 Universal Blvd 

Orlando, FL 32819 

(866) 996-6338 

http://

www.rosenshinglecreek.com/  

TOKYO BAY, Japan (Oct. 25, 2016)  

 

The Los Angeles-class attack submarine 

USS Columbia (SSN 771) prepares to moor at 

Fleet Activities Yokosuka. Columbia is visiting Yo-

kosuka for a port visit. U.S. Navy port visits repre-

sent an important opportunity to promote stability 

and security in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region, 

demonstrate commitment to regional partners and 

foster relationships. (U.S. Navy photo by Petty Of-

ficer 2nd Class Brian G. Reynolds/Released) 

http://www.navy.mil/view_image.asp?id=227488 

http://www.rosenshinglecreek.com/
http://www.rosenshinglecreek.com/
http://www.navy.mil/view_image.asp?id=227488
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USSVI                  

National News 

NEWS-01: Kap(ss)4Kid(SS) 

Week 

Submitted by: William C. An-

drea on 10/13/2016 

---------------------------------------- 

Shipmates, 

 

US Submarine Veterans Kap(SS) 

4 Kid(SS) Week is just around 

the corner! 

 

"No one stands so tall as when 

they stoop to help a Child"  -

  Abraham Lincoln 

 

Each year K4K Week is celebrat-

ed around Veterans Day 

(November 11th). 

 

In addition to other K4K visits 

made during the year, I encour-

age USSVI Bases to schedule 

and make a K4K visit to Kids as 

close to Veterans Day as they 

can. 

 

This is done to: 

 

1. Obtain local and national 

recognition of USSVI’s Kap(SS) 

4 Kid(SS) Program.  This in turn 

will let our communities learn 

about the USSVI and why we 

exist. 

 

2. Take advantage of a period 

when Child Care Facilities are 

more likely to welcome visits by 

Veterans. 

 

3. Have Sub Vets interact with 

Children, their families and facil-

ity staff at a time when the appre-

ciation for Veterans is at its high-

est. 

4. Bring joy to sick Children and 

to the Sub Vets who visit them! 

 

Please order any supplies early 

so that the USSVI National 

Storekeeper, or whoever your 

supplier is, has time to fill your 

orders. 

 

"We begin by imagining that we 

are giving to themwe end by re-

alizing that they have enriched 

us"  -  Pope John Paul II 

 

Thanks for all that you do for 

sick Children by participating in 

this Life Changing USSVI com-

munity outreach program! 

 

John Riley 

National Chairman  

BSA Troop 1540 Eagle Scout Award 
Recently, the Bremerton Base was invited to participate in 

another Eagle Scout ceremony.  On October 15th, several 

Base members attended the Honor Court of Christopher 

Danielson, who as a member of Troop 1540 of the Chief 

Seattle Council, was recognized for his achievement of be-

coming an Eagle Scout.  After saying a few words on the 

parallel paths of Eagle Scouts and Submariners, Base Com-

mander Steve Corcoran presented Danielson with a certifi-

cate, patch, and a Base challenge coin.  Base Vice-

Commander Doug McKay, who is also an Eagle Scout, pre-

sented Danielson with a special coin for the Scouts.  We 

were warmly received by all in attendance.  At the comple-

tion of the ceremony, a reception was held with plenty of 

food. 
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USSVI                   

National News 

NEWS-01: 2017-2018 USSVI 

SCHOLARSHIP GUIDE 

Submitted by: Ray Wewers on 

10/13/2016 

---------------------------------------- 

Ensure all Base Commanders in 

your Region, and/or district re-

ceive this POC 

 

Effective 20 October 2016 Rob-

ert E. Flick has relieved Paul 

Wm. Orstad as National Scholar-

ship Chairman.  Base Command-

ers Your Base Commander 

Scholarship Guide is now on the 

Web Page for your use only.  It is 

a guide of this scholarship appli-

cation process and to help you 

answer "minor" questions your 

membership has.  Do not allow 

your members to down load the 

application as it not in a down 

load condition to be used by the 

candidate. 

 

Those who can apply in October 

(20th) must be a family member 

of a "member in Good Standing" 

at the Base and National.  Mem-

ber must Be wearing Your Dol-

phins Silver or Gold to ap-

ply.  Associate membership is 

not eligible.  Any Questions 

please send them to the Scholar-

ship Chairman for resolution. 

 

 Request for scholarship applica-

tion can be by email, phone, or 

letter on or after 20 October 2016 

and are due to the scholarship 

chairman no later than 15 April 

2017 which is a Saturday.  Thank 

you for your support the past 25 

years it was always appreciated 

and also a Bravo Zulu to Pat 

Householder who did a lot differ-

ent thing to help me make a bet-

ter scholarship program and 

helped in many ways to raise do-

nations.  Thank you 

Pat.  "HooYea Sub Vets" 

 

Green board, 

 

Paul Orstad 

 

NEWS-01: 2017-2018  

SCHOLARSHIP                   

APPLICATION FORMS 

Submitted by: Ray Wewers on 

10/19/2016 

 

 

The forms and instructions for 

applying for a 2017-2018 USSVI 

Scholarship are now posted on 

the USSVI website.  To access 

the forms, log onto ussvi.org, 

then 

1)  click on Charitable Fund" 

2)  "Scholarships" 

3)  "Application" 

 

On this page you will the appli-

cation form, Instructions and a 

Guidance/Hint sheet to help you 

fill out the application. 

 

 GROTON, Conn. (Oct. 27, 2016) Sailors assigned to the Virginia

-class attack submarine Pre-Commissioning Unit 

(PCU) Illinois (SSN 786) salute after bringing the ship 

to life during a rehearsal for the submarine's upcoming commis-

sioning ceremony scheduled for Oct 29. Illinois is the U.S. Na-

vy's 13th Virginia-Class attack submarine and the fourth U.S. Na-

vy ship named for the state of Illinois. (U.S. Navy photo by Chief 

Petty Officer Darryl I. Wood/Released) 

http://ussvi.org/
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Harold “Hal” Barker  

 Harold (“Hal”) Drake Barker was born Jan. 16, 

1927 in Basil, Ohio where his father was a high 

school teacher and coach.  (Basil has since been as-

similated into the city of Baltimore).   Raised in 

Dayton, Ohio, he enlisted in the Navy at age 17 and 

served as an air crewman (tail gunner & radioman) 

until discharged in 1946.  

 Staying in the Naval Reserve, he attended weekend 

drills through college.  Shortly after graduation with 

a BS from Miami University in June 1950 he was 

recalled to active duty and subsequently went Regu-

lar Navy.   

 Commissioned as an Ensign in 1951, he served in 

the destroyers McKean (DD784) and Fletcher (DDE

-445).   

After attending Submarine School in 1953, he had 

tours in Bluegill (SSK-242) where he qualified in 

1954, then Pomfret (SS391), staff engineer at 

ComSubGruWestPac in Yokosuka, Japan, then Sen-

ior Test Engineer for submarine launches of the Po-

laris missile at Cape Canaveral.  Following were 

back-to-back tours as Executive Officer in Balao 

(SS-285) then Bream (SS-243).   

 

From January 1965 through March 1966, Hal com-

manded the USS Sabalo (SS-302).  During this tour, 

Sabalo was awarded the Battle Efficiency “E” and 

was runner-up for the Marjorie Sterrett Battleship 

Award.  Sabalo’s baseball team was the Pacific Sub-

marine Force champion.   Sabalo participated in 

both Cold War and missions off Vietnam.    

After completing the senior course at the Naval War 

College, he volunteered for a tour in-country and 

was Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans at Naval Sup-

port Activity DaNang, Vietnam.  This duty involved 

travel throughout the I Corps, Marine Corp patrols,    

and time in Hue during Tet 1968.   

Two years in the Pentagon on OpNav staff was fol-

lowed as CO of USS Mispillion (AO-105).  Again, it 

was off to WestPac, but this time providing under-

way replenishment to the aircraft carriers and their 

escorts during two deployments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[See Harold “Hal” Barker p. 13]       
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[from p. 12] Harold “Hal” Barker  

 

 He held the Chair of Logistics and was a Professor 

of Management at the Naval War College.   

While Commodore of Service Squadron Two it was 

more deployments, but this time throughout the 

North Atlantic, Med and North Sea.  

 Returning to the Pacific, he was Deputy Fleet In-

spector General, followed by a tour as Chief of Staff 

Logistic Command Pacific.   

Captain Barker retired on March 31, 1981.    

During his years of active duty, the Navy gave him 

the encouragement, time and finances to earn an MS 

in International Affairs from The George Washing-

ton University and an MBA from Bryant Universi-

ty.    

During his ComSubGru tour, his fiancé, Dossie, flew 

to Japan in April 1959 and they were married in the 

Yokosuka base chapel.  Dossie and Hal have three 

adult children:  Diane, Tom and Steve.    

Since Navy retirement, Hal had been a stockbroker 

for 14 years in Honolulu, followed by the restaurant 

business in the Tacoma area for 11 years.   

Hal’s awards included:  Legion of Merit, Bronze Star 

Medal with “V” and a gold star in lieu of a second 

Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, Presidential Unit 

Citation, Navy Unit Commendation, Meritorious 

Unit Citation, and Republic of Viet Nam Distin-

guished Service Medal. His campaign ribbons have 9 

battle stars.    

According to Hal, “The greatest professional time of 

my life has been serving with men in subma-

rines.   My greatest pride is that in each ship or unit 

that I commanded and in every mission or operation 

it was assigned, each was successfully completed on 

time, never losing a man to any cause. This was a 

direct result of the wonderful teamwork by those 

who serve together as a crew.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor: When I first met Hal Barker, he 

came off as a non-assuming gentlemen, the type of 

man you would like to have as a friend. It wasn’t un-

til the first time I saw Hal in his Subvet Vest and I 

heard his story, that I realized I was with another 

hero soon to pass into history. With Hal’s passing, 

we have lost another of my father’s generation – we 

thought you should know Hal’s story. This article 

was the result of collaboration with John Mansfield 

and Don Bassler.  
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Sabalo’s 1965 Operations Under 

Lcdr Hal Barker’s Command 
 

In January 1965, Sabalo arrived in Yokosuka, Japan 

where on 2 Jan there was a change of command 

from Lcdr Jess L. Cariker, Jr. to Lcdr Harold D. 

Barker.  

 

"Sabalo next headed south with upkeep in Subic 

Bay.  With combat intensity increasing in Viet Nam 

and all other ships in Subic departing for the war 

zone, and with crew enthusiasm, Sabalo volunteered 

to extend its deployment.  The ship was immediately 

sent to operations off Haiphong to observe the ene-

my and act as life guard for ditched aviators.  Final-

ly, the boat returned to Pearl Harbor flying a flag 

with a cow's udder and the phrase, "We stayed till 

the cows came home." The Viet Nam Service Medal 

was earned during this period." [recollection of CO 

Hal Barker] 

Sabalo was also received the Armed Forces Expedi-

tionary Medal for the periods of 15 Jan-4 Feb 1965 

and 9 Feb-27 Feb 1965. Additional reading and a 

viewing of the awards is on http://

www.usssabalo.org/Medals_Patches.html 

 

19 Mar 1965:  Sabalo returned to P.H. after complet-

ing a seven and one half month deployment to the 

western Pacific.   

 

23-25 April 1965: Visited Hilo, Hawaii during the 

Second Annual Merry Monarch Festival, and hosted 

a visit from the Festival Chairman, and the Queen 

and Princesses. 

 

16 Aug - 5 Dec 1965: "In July 1965 a submarine 

was damaged in WestPac, and a rapidly available 

replacement was needed.  A query of all boats for 

their readiness to deploy brought responses of three 

weeks to months by all but Sabalo.  From Sabalo: 

"If we load stores today and torpedoes tomorrow we 

can sail in 48 hours." Deployed in early August, the 

following period included port visits to Yokosuka, 

Buckner Bay, Hong Kong and Subic Bay.  Passing 

through the center of a Beaufort 17 type typhoon 

tested all hands' sea legs.  Operational commitments 

were primarily several missions in the Gulf of Ton-

kin gathering intelligence, lifeguard station and ser-

vices to our forces.  Because the missions might re-

quire surfacing under hostile guns, Vic Peters led a 

team of crew members for weapons training with the 

Marines in Subic and the boat "borrowed" two 50 

caliber machine guns, a 60mm recoilless rifle, a 

BAR and ammo.  "Battle Surface" drills were exer-

cised enroute to station.  As a reward for the rapid 

and successful deployment the ship was given a visit 

to Brisbane, Australia enroute home to Pearl Har-

bor.  Crossing the equator, all pollywogs were duly 

initiated into worthy Golden Shellbacks because 

crossing was at the 180 meridian. Viet Nam Service 

Medal again awarded."  [recollection of CO Hal 

Barker] 

 

The boat was recorded on station in the Tonkin Gulf 

from 16 Sep-11 Oct 1965.   

 

6 Dec - 17 Dec 1965 Sabalo provided ASW ser-

vices, and operated with the Fleet Marine Force, and 

conducted type training during this period. 

http://www.usssabalo.org/Medals_Patches.html
http://www.usssabalo.org/Medals_Patches.html
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Auburn Veterans Day              

Parade 2016 
 

The 51st annual Auburn Veterans Day Parade was 

held on a cool, rainy Saturday; however, even with 

the rain, we had a good turnout of submarine veter-

ans with members from Seattle, Bremerton, Ya-

kima, and Rogue River – Umpqua bases, the Silent 

Service Motorcycle Club, and a color guard from 

USS Michigan (SSGN-727). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The U.S.S.V.I. lead the parade this year with World 

War II submarine veterans Ralph Sterley, Fred 

Ensselen, and Paul Christofferson as Grand Mar-

shalls for the parade coupled with Western District 

4 Commander Al Durkee as part of the parade dig-

nitaries. 

Even with the rain, the crowd was enthusiastic and 

welcoming, and everyone seemed to have a good 

time. It was great to see all the veterans out for the 

parade. 

 

[See Veterans Day p. 16]       
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[from p. 15 Veterans Day 

 

One of the largest Veterans Day Parades west of 

the Mississippi, the mile-long Veterans Day Parade 

proceeded west on Main Street from E Street SE to 

A Street NW in Auburn and included a military fly-

over, marching bands, honor guards, military 

marching units and vehicles, veteran’s units, drill 

teams, community and scouting groups, as well as 

floats, antique cars and more. 

 

 

 

 The day kicked off with a breakfast, sponsored by 

the American Legion, which was followed by a Re-

membrance Ceremony. Other activities included: a 

Static Display & Exhibit Showcase; the Auburn 

Noon Lions Luncheon; and an open house at the 

VFW  

 

The day finished up with the state's largest March-

ing Band and Field Competition at Auburn High 

School Stadium. 

 

Robert Link Award  
 

Cmdr Steve Corcoran presents the USSVI National Robert 

Link Award to Base member John Gardner for his 

contributions to Bremerton Base and the National organization.  

The inset shows Steve accepting the award for John from NC Al 

Singleman at the National convention in August in Reno, NV  

(Photo by Doug McKay) 
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THE MASTER CHIEF AND                

3 LIEUTENANTS 

 

One day, a Master Chief went to the Officer's Club 

with his Captain to eat lunch. When they entered 

the main dining room, they found the place was 

crowded. They did notice three Lieutenants sitting 

at a table with two empty chairs, so the Captain 

asked them if they could join them. They promptly 

invited them to join them. They ordered lunch and 

joined them in conversation as they ate. At one 

point, the Master Chief mentioned he had observed 

characteristics about many officers from which he 

could determine the sources of their commission-

ing. The Lieutenants were eager to hear about this 

and asked if he could tell how each of them had 

been commissioned. 

 

The Master Chief turned to the Lieutenant on his 

left and said he went through ROTC. The Lieuten-

ant confirmed that was correct and asked how he 

had noted this. The Master Chief replied that the 

Lieutenant, through his conversation, seemed to 

have a strong academic background but limited mil-

itary experience. 

 

The Master Chief then told the Lt on his right that 

he had gone through OCS with previous enlisted 

service. The Lieutenant confirmed this was correct 

and also asked how he had determined this. The 

Master Chief said, again through his conversation, 

that the Lieutenant seemed to have a firm military 

background and a lot of common sense. 

 

The Lieutenant across the table from the Master 

Chief asked if he had determined his source of com-

mission. The Master Chief replied that the Lieuten-

ant had graduated from the United States Naval 

Academy. The Lieutenant stated that was correct 

and asked if he had noticed his high level of intelli-

gence, precise military bearing, or other superior 

qualities acquired at the United States Naval Acade-

my. The Master Chief replied that it was none of 

these that led to his determination. He had simply 

observed the Lieutenant's class ring while he was 

picking his nose.  
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Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/ 

Submarine Dolphin Qual Card https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/ 

PACNORWESTCPOA https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630 

 

 

Blogs and More 

The Lean Submriner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html 

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

Submarine Shop http://submarineshop.com/patches/ 

The Old Goat http://olgoat.com/ 

Submarine Related Books http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/ 

Victory at Sea http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbiFB_OZIE  

WWII The Silent Service Submarine Warfare http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trVIFLUyXN4 

http://usssealion.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630
http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
http://www.tendertale.com/
http://www.pigboats.com/
http://submarineshop.com/patches/
http://olgoat.com/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbiFB_OZIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trVIFLUyXN4
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Pearl Harbor 

Always Remember 
Let it never be said, that we don't 

remember. 

What Submariners have done, 

since that day in December. 

The sun shown bright, on that 

Pearl Harbor morning. 

When the enemy attacked, with 

little or no warning. 

The Tautog was there, with no 

time to think. 

And splashed one Japanese 

plane, right down in the drink. 

She sent twenty-six ships, to the 

depths of the sea. 

And came to be known, as the 

"Terrible T." 

The Sealion at Cavite, was the 

first to be caught. 

She was moored to a pier, but 

bravely she fought. 

Two bombs exploded, through 

the hull they did rip. 

And many brave submariners, 

died in their ship. 

There were many proud boats, 

like the Perch (Turk's sub) and 

the Finback. 

The Kraken, the Haddock, the 

Scamp and the Skipjack. 

We remember the Halibut, Blen-

ny and Darter. 

And never forget, Sam Dealey in 

Harder. 

 

Cutter and Seahorse's, torpedoes 

ran true. 

She targeted the enemy, and 

sank many Marus. 

And although the enemy, was 

quite filled with hate. 

"Red" Ramage and Parche, 

showed many their fate. 

"Mush" Morton and Wahoo, 

never backed down from a fight. 

Fluckey and Barb, entered 

Namkwan Harbor one night. 

Many airman were saved, by 

O'Kane and the Tang. 

Some owe their lives, to Seafox, 

Tigrone and Trepang. 

We remember the honorable, 

boat called Barbel. 

Before she was lost, she gave the 

enemy hell. 

The Sturgeon, the Trigger, the 

Pollack had heart. 

The Torsk, made the last two 

frigates depart. 

Nowadays the cold war, seems 

to be a big factor. 

And submarines are powered, by 

nuclear reactors. 

The proud names are still there, 

the Tautog did shine. 

But her hull number by then, 

was Six Thirty Nine. 

Many boats gave their all, with 

heroic namesakes. 

Like Thresher, Scorpion, Nauti-

lus and Skate. 

The Seadragon, Swordfish, 

Richard B. Russell and Dace. 

Have all stood out to sea, and 

heard the enemies trace. 

We remember "Forty-One For 

Freedom," whose patrols could-

n't fail. 

The George Washington, An-

drew Jackson and Nathan Hale. 

Now the Alaska and Nebraska, 

and other Tridents are here. 

They patrol the deep oceans, so 

aggressive nations have fear. 

There are new boats on the line, 

called Cheyenne and Wyoming. 

They will all do us proud, like 

the old Gudgeon and Grayling. 

So take time each day, and think 

of the past. 

Then toast the new Seawolf, for 

she's quiet and fast. 

Let it never be said, that we don't 

remember. 

What submariners have done, 

since that day in December. 

The sun still shines bright, every 

Pearl Harbor Morning. 

But never forget, the enemy at-

tacks without warning. 

 

Author (c) By John Chaffey, 

Powell, WY SSN639, SSN687, 

SSBN619 
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Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 10 Oct  2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

Our guest speaker,  Base Secretary 

Wayne Sieckowski shared valua-

ble information on the possibility 

of the Bremerton Base hosting the 

U.S.S.V.I National convention in 

2019 or 2020.  Wayne has a good 

start on the information as he has a 

copy of the Convention guidelines 

from the National Office.  We as a 

base, have not made a decision on 

taking on this endeavor just yet. 

This will require all hands on deck 

if we decide to do this. I have not 

personally reviewed the guidelines 

yet, but this is what we do know. 

And please correct me if i am 

missing anything. 

 -  The central location of the con-

vention will be downtown Bremer-

ton. The National Convention usu-

ally attracts 700-1000 people. 

There is not one hotel in Bremer-

ton that will support that    amount 

of people. There will be other sites 

utilized for lodging and the Ban-

quet. Planning logistics will be 

important. 

 - We will need to have a Conven-

tion Chairman to be the POC and 

overall coordinator. ( I think this 

will be Wayne Sieckowski, not 

sure if he knows this yet.) 

 - We will need a Convention 

Committee to support the Conven-

tion Chairman. As we know, we 

all need back-up and having extra 

sets of eyes and minds does help. 

Not one person will be able to ac-

complish this task. I know Wayne 

has a few volunteers, but we will 

need more. 

 - Volunteers - This is a big one. 

We do not know all the assign-

ments yet, but if we could just get 

a few hours of your time during 

the convention week and as need-

ed from the Chairman and Com-

mittee it would be appreciated. 

More to follow on this of course. 

  At this time we are in the prelimi-

nary stages of deciding to host this 

convention. Any ideas or thoughts 

are welcome from all members of 

the base. This will require full par-

ticipation. My thoughts are that as 

a base and submariners, we can 

succeed at anything. We have 

many knowledgeable, talented, 

and experienced members in our 

group and I truly believe we, as a 

team, can do this. We must also 

realize, if we decide to do this , it 

is 3 to 4 years down the road, so 

things will change and we will 

have to adapt as challenges arise. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secre-

tary 

USS Pintado (SSN 672) above the Arctic Circle—Medevac in the 80s 

 

 

 

Helicopter (Medevac) 

Helicopter (Gunship) 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html


21  

Vol. 20 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2016 

 

 

Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted                  

20 Sep 2016 Base minutes may 

be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

Base Commander Steve Corco-

ran called the September 20, 

2016 meeting to order at 1900 

hours. 

Opening observances were con-

ducted.  

WW II Submarine Veteran Paul 

Christofferson, Asst. vice Cmdr. 

WD4 Jim DeMott and Barbel 

Base Secretary Joe Gavasso 

were in attendance. 

Base Commander Steve Corco-

ran presented Base Scholarship 

and Parades Chairman John 

Gardner with the Robert Link 

award and Puget Sounding Edi-

tor Dave Pittman with a News-

letter Runner Up award. 

The minutes of the August, 2016 

meeting were approved as cor-

rected. 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone 

reports we have a total of 

$75,551.31 in various accounts. 

He also reports we have 256 

members. The Treasurer’s Au-

gust 2016 report was approved 

as submitted. 

 

John "Sonny" Dilg Memorial 

will 1400 September 24 at the 

Pancake House on Kitsap Way 

Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris 

has many new items from the 

Convention for sale. 

Puget Soundings Editor Dave 

Pittman reports the deadline for 

the upcoming edition is Novem-

ber 1. 

Base Float Coordinator Sam 

Swenson reports he will have 

the wheel bearing repacked be-

fore the Auburn Veterans Day 

Parade. 

Base Scholarship and Parades 

Chairman John Gardner reports  

the Auburn Veterans Day Pa-

rade will be Saturday November 

5 and the annual Veterans Day 

celebration will be on November 

11 at the Fairgrounds. 

Deterrent Park Coordinator and 

Gertrude - Check Webmaster 

Don Bassler is planning a brick 

installation at Deterrent Park on 

Sunday, Nov 6th. Orders be re-

ceived by October 19th. 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peter-

son will start selling ticket to the 

Christmas Party in October. 

The U.S.S. Parche Assn. donat-

ed $2,500.00 to the Bremerton 

Base. 

Base Commander Steve Corco-

ran reports USSVI total net 

worth is 2.1 million dollars with 

$700,000.00 belonging to 

USSVI and the rest belonging to 

the bases treasury. 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone 

was singled out at the National 

Convention for doing an excel-

lent job and he would assist any 

base on record keeping. 

Subvets will have a Raffle Bas-

ket at the Fleet reserve. 

Paul Christofferson won $56.00 

from the 50/50 raffle. 

Next meeting will be October 

15, 2016 Saturday at 1000 at the 

FRA. 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski               

Base Secretary  

 

 

Bumper Stickers seen on Cars! 

 

 Constipated People Don't Give A Crap.  

 You Can Read This, I've Lost My Trailer. 

 Horn Broken... Watch For Finger. 

 The Earth Is Full - Go Home. 

 I Have The Body Of A God - Buddha. 

 So any Pedestrians - So Little Time. 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html


22  

Vol. 20 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2016 

 

 

Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted                   

16 Aug 2016 

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/

archives.html 

 

16 August 2016 

Base vice Commander, Doug 

McKay called the August 16, 

2016 meeting to order at 1900 

hours. 

Opening observances were con-

ducted.  

WW II Submarine Veteran Paul 

Christofferson, Asst. vice Cmdr. 

WD4 Jim DeMott and Roger 

Lundin, STSCS (SS), USN, Ret. 

from Marco Island, FL, USSVI 

Naples Base were in attendance.  

Ret. STSCS (SS), USN Roger 

Lundin talked about life in Flori-

da and the USSVI Naples Base. 

He had a few ideas about fund 

raising and what his base does. 

They basically sold plaques 

which are then mounted on their 

float. 

Base Float Coordinator Sam 

Swenson reported he took the 

float to the second anniversary of 

the Horse and Cow. They greatly 

appreciated its presence. Sam 

also reported the float is in excel-

lent condition. 

Vice Cmdr. Doug McKay re-

minded everyone about the De-

terrent Patrol Stories be held at 

the Keyport Museum on 26 Au-

gust. 

Hank Hollis won $22.00 from 

the 50/50 raffle. 

Next meeting will be Sept 20, 

2016 Tuesday 1900 at the FRA. 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski 

Base Secretary 

  

Boat Sayings—A Trip Down Memory Lane 

 

12 mile limit – referring to the international 12 mile boundary, but sailors use it to mark the time when 

“anything goes” when outside the 12 mile limit. 

  

 ”120 sailors go down, 60 couples come back” – derogatory phrase used by jealous surface sailors who 

think they are being funny. Ha fucking ha. 

  

20 knots - The maximum speed of a submarine that is allowed to be told to someone outside the sub-

marine community. 

  

400 feet - The maximum depth of a submarine that is allowed to be told to someone outside the sub-

marine community. 

  

 42 and a wake-up – actually, any number and a wake-up. Counting down to going home, retirement, or 

any other significant event. 

  

7 P's - Proper Prior Planning Prevents Piss Poor Performance. Phrase usually found around any train-

ing facility. Also known as Piss Poor Planning Produces Piss Poor Performance.   

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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USS Perch (SS 313) 
 

USS Perch (SS/SSP/ASSP/APSS/LPSS/IXSS-

313), a Balao-class submarine, was the second sub-

marine of the United States Navy to be named for 

the perch, a rather small European fresh-water 

spiny-finned fish. 

The second Perch (SS–313) was laid down 5 Janu-

ary 1943 by the Electric Boat Co., Groton, Conn.; 

launched 12 September 1943; sponsored by Mrs. 

David A. Hart; and commissioned 7 January 1944, 

Lt. Comdr. Blish C. Hills in command. 

After shakedown she departed 19 February 1944 

for Key West,Fla., where she gave services to the 

Fleet Sound School. She then sailed for Pearl Har-

bor, arriving 3 April. 

 

First and second war patrols, April – August 

1944 

On 29 April she departed Pearl Harbor with Peto 

(SS-265) forMidway where Picuda (SS-382) joined 

them. The South China Sea was the hunting ground 

for the wolf pack. Early in the morning of 24 May, 

a medium tanker was contacted and damaged by 

four torpedo hits. The counterattack by a lone es-

cort prevented further observation of the damage 

inflicted and knocked out both high pressure air 

compressors by flooding of the pump room. Perch 

headed for the Marshall Islands, arriving at Majuro 

on 4 June. 

On 27 June Perch began her second war patrol, this 

time off Surigao Strait in the Philippines. She sank 

a 100-ton Japanese trawler with gunfire before re-

turning to Pearl Harbor 26 August. 

 

 

Third and fourth war patrols, September 1944 – 

February 1945 

Perch departed Pearl Harbor on her third war pa-

trol 19 September. At Midway she joined subma-

rines Croaker (SS-246) and Escolar (SS-294) and 

the three set out for the confined waters of the East 

China and Yellow Seas. Perch unsuccessfully at-

tacked one heavily escorted transport, and per-

formed lifeguard duty supporting B-29 raids on 

Honshū.Perch then headed for Saipan to refuel en 

route to Brisbane,Australia, for duty with Subma-

rines, Southwest Pacific Fleet. 

The fourth war patrol began 19 December from 

Brisbane. First Perch patrolled off Hainan, China; 

next off Singapore; and finally in Balabac Straits 

off Borneo. She sighted no enemy ships, and the 

patrol ended at Fremantle, Western Australia, 15 

February 1945. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[See USS Perch p. 24]       
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[from p. 23] USS Perch 

 

Fifth and sixth war patrols 

March – June 1945 

On 12 March Perch departed Fremantle carrying 

with her eleven Australasian specialists trained in 

commando warfare, under the command of Major 

Donald Stott. On the first night of the mission, in 

the Makassar Straits, above Balikpapan, Borneo, 

she landed four of the party (including Stott) who 

were to make a reconnaissance of the beach and 

surrounding territory. Coming in close ashore two 

nights later to disembark the remainder of the party, 

Perch contacted a 300-ton coastal freighter that 

threatened to cut off her return to open water. She 

engaged it with gunfire and the second hit caused 

the freighter burst into flames and sink.[7] The first 

party were never heard from again. It was speculat-

ed that the engine which powered the officers kyak 

was heard. Locals believed they had been captured 

and executed by the Japanese. The second party 

rowed ashore, and placed their charges to blow up 

an oil supply pipeline. They were closely chased by 

Japanese patrols, but escaped by taking a small boat 

off the island. They were picked up well out to sea 

by a Catalina on patrol; only two of the party sur-

vived.[citation needed] Perch returned to Freman-

tle, Western Australia, completing her fifth war pa-

trol. 

On 15 April Perch departed Fremantle on her sixth 

war patrol and journeyed to the Java Sea to hunt out 

the enemy. When she contacted a convoy of two 

ships, an alert Japanese escort discovered Perch and 

subjected her to a severe two-hour depth charging 

which caused considerable damage throughout the 

boat. She then sailed to the China coast to patrol off 

Hainan before returning to Pearl Harbor 5 June.  

 

Seventh war patrol 

July – August 1945 

On 11 July Perch departed Pearl Harbor and after 

fueling at Saipan, proceeded north for duty in the 

"Lifeguard League" off Japan. On 13 August she 

rescued a Navy Corsair pilot from the water two 

miles (3 km) offshore, bombarded fishing vessels 

and buildings on the beach, and retired to sea. A 

few hours later the same day, she picked up another 

pilot from the same fighter squadron five miles (8 

km) offshore. Two days later Japan capitulated and 

Perch returned to Pearl Harbor 30 August. 

 

 

[See USS Perch p. 25]       
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Go 

[from p. 24] USS Perch 

 

Conversion to transport submarine; Korean 

War 

 

Perch departed Pearl Harbor and set course for 

the Golden Gate, arriving Hunter's Point 8 Sep-

tember. She decommissioned and was placed in 

reserve in January 1947. On 19 January 1948 

Perchwas redesignated as a Submarine 

Transport, SSP–313, and was placed in an active 

status, attached to the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Perch recommissioned at Mare Island Naval 

Shipyard 20 May 1948, Lt. Comdr. O. H. Payne 

in command. Through 1949, the ship participat-

ed in various troop- and cargo-carrying exercis-

es. On 31 January 1950 Perch was reclassified a 

"transport submarine,"ASSP-313. In September 

1950 Perch transported a force of British Com-

mandos in a raid on the northeast coast of Korea 

west of Tanchon. The target, a train tunnel on 

the north-south supply line, was destroyed, with 

the loss of one man who was buried at sea. The 

commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander R. 

D. Quinn, became the only submarine command-

ing officer to receive a combat award during the 

Korean War when he was awarded the Bronze 

Star for this action. 

During this time, the Perch was fitted with a 

large sausage shaped hangar on her aft deck. Op-

erational tests were made with both helicopter 

and amphibious boats.[8] 

 

1950s 

From August 1951 to March 1952, Perch under-

went overhaul at Mare Island. From 1952 to 

1954, Perch trained, making "reconnaissance-

runs" and "raids" on several Alaskan 

andHawaiian islands. In January 1955 Perch 

made a cruise to WestPac conducting a 

"reconnaissance and raid" on Iwo Jima and ob-

served other islands in the Bonin Chain. Periods 

between Far Eastern cruises, Perch performed 

type training and intertype amphibious exercises 

in the San Diego area. 

 

Perch, again classified as a Submarine 

Transport, APSS-313, on 24 October 1956, de-

parted San Diego 5 November for a reconnais-

sance exercise in the Panama Canal Area, return-

ing to San Diego 11 December. In late 1957 she 

made a reconnaissance voyage from San Diego 

to Hawaii and Alaska, and spent most of 1958 

and 1959 in amphibious training exercises in the 

San Diego area withmarines and Underwater 

Demolition Teams. 

In December 1959 Perch departed San Diego, 

decommissioned on 31 March 1960, and entered 

the Mare Island Group of the Pacific Reserve 

Fleet at Vallejo, CA. 
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GERTRUDE CHECK                                         

E-MAIL CONFIRMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A recent computer casualty caused me to revert to 

my old computer to stay in business. I had made a  

recent back up so most data is current.  I have 

scoured the national data base etc. to ensure all 

members that do have e-mail are getting my corre-

spondence,  Gertrude Check.  However, if you are 

not, please e-mail or call me so I may update my 

files.  Also if you do not care to  receive weekly 

updates, I can to take your name off my list.  If all 

is fine, ignore this note. 

  

Don "Red" Bassler 

Webmaster 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

http://gertrude-check.org/ 

360-602-0250 

 

Annual Base Christmas Party 

 

Come spend some time with your shipmates for a 

lunch buffet at the Bremerton Elks Lodge 4131 

Pine Rd NE Bremerton, WA on Saturday, Decem-

ber 17th at 12:00 pm.  

The COB, Wayne Peterson, is accepting funds for 

the Christmas party:  $20.00/single, $40.00/couple 

or $25.00/$50.00 at the door respectfully. Checks 

may be sent to Wayne at 3209 Phillips Ave. 

Bremerton 98310. Wayne will also be accepting 

reservations  at all base events and meetings. 

Welcome Aboard 
 
Jun Estoque (Caiman, Darter, Hawkbill, New York 
City, Jacksonville) 
 
Associate Member Kim Hedges, AAA 2018 Conven-
tion Cruise Coordinator. 

http://gertrude-check.org/
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536 Fourth St 
Bremerton, WA 98337 

 (360) 627-9843 

 

Deterrent Park 
Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horse-and-Cow-Pub-and-Grill/294999130624876
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
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Go to page 8  to continue 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
10/31/2016 Dennis Nardone 
2016—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 507.59 

Scholarship Fund: $16,186.39 

General Fund: 31,514.21* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $207.15    

Net Worth: $79,415.34 

 

Base Membership 
10/31/2016 Dennis Nardone 

 

Total Members: 257 

Annual Members:  36 

USSVI Life Members: 200 

Base Life Members: 190 

Holland Club Members: 154 

Annual Associate Members: 6 

Life Associate Members: 5 

War Veterans: 238 

Bremerton Base Calendar  
http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDARa/August2016.html 

 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

Nov 19 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 24 Thanksgiving 

Dec 03 (0900) E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Dec 07 Pearl Harbor Day 

Dec 17 (12:00) Annual Christmas Party – Bremerton Elks 4131 Pine Rd NE 

Bremerton 

 

Gertrude Check (GC) - Don Bassler 

(Posted November 2, 2016) 

As a result of a serious computer casualty which resulted in going 

back to a older computer (much slower), I have had troubles keeping 

up the pace. (The computer is not the only thing that has slowed 

down, me too). 

 

I have lost access to the calendar program I have been using for 

years.  I am in the process of getting the program re-stated and hope-

fully be on line by next week. 

 

Meanwhile, I bought a W10 wonderful computer but it does not 

work well with my much older office programs that I have become 

very well acquainted with. The new computer is faster, but the opera-

tor isn't at learning new stuff.  I will likely return it to Costco, 

 

In fact I have decided that the software is the key and I am sticking 

with what I know and going to stick with a computer (maybe this old 

one, get updated ram & hard drive to work with w7 operating system 

& my programs. 

 

Going back to my old computer, I found out the hard way that the 

calendar program was only keyed for the broke computer and I have 

to get that squared away. 

 

Meanwhile I will get by, but the calendar in more important that the 
world news you can get anywhere if you want to search for it. Wish 
me luck! 

http://gertrude-check.org/2015CALENDARa/August2016.html
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 
SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           
Volume 20 ISSUE 4 Oct—Nov—Dec 2016—Issue Date Nov 13, 2016 

Permit # 92 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Subma-

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Nov 18 Arena Sports Bar 4111 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.627.7515 

Nov 25 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 360-479-0788 

Dec 02 El Sombrero 23969 NE State Route 3 Belfair, WA 

Dec 09 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale360.516.6265   

Dec 16 Red Lobster 3208 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.613.0105 

 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
11:30—13:00 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was    

established by the late  Willie Spoon for two equal      

purposes: to bring members together on a weekly basis 

to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the           

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     

contribution to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William 

"Willie" Spoon Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html

