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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their 
country.  That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  
 
That's our CREED, but it's not who we are.  We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, mem-
bers of  the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included 
are submariners from the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and 
Fast Attack Submariners. 
 
All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If 
you are Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 
more links and definition than this printed black and white copy! 

USSVI Purpose and Creed 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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 Past Commander 
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bronc4life@yahoo.com 

  Scholarship Chairman 
Wayne Sieckowski 

360.362.2064 
wsieckowski@gmail,com 
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Dave Pittman 
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Bob Paul 
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Ralph  W. Harris 
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Go to page 8  to continue 

From the Editor  

• When you send Don Bassler photos and “press” for the Gertude Check, please CC me! I can add 

the info to Facebook and may use it for an upcoming issue of the Puget Soundings. We miss many 

events because “press” is not sent to me in a timely manner prior to events and “press” and 

“photos” are not sent to me after the events have occurred—and then I get complaints! 

• Don’t forget to check out the on-line links for FB, Blogs, and More! 

• Volume 21 Issue 4 (Oct-Nov-Dec 2017) will be published in LATE November 2017 due to my absence 

from the state — the due date for input is Nov 07, 2017.  

 

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com  

Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All 
Star Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to 
drpittman@wavecable.com  

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremerton Base website) - current information on base activities, members, on-
line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-
USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

Western Region District Commander 4 Ballot 
A copy of the ballot may be found on p. 26 of the on-line digital copy.  The ballot may be completed via 
hard copy or e-mail.  
 
EVERY Vote Counts and your vote is important!  
 
Bob Bissonnette, WRD would appreciate receiving your ballot by Wednesday Aug 30, 2017.  

mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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Hello fellow Submariners and Associate Members, 
              
I hope you all have been enjoying this beautiful Summer so 
far. It has been warm and dry, but enjoyable. We have had a 
very busy Summer with many events taking place. I will re-
view these events and mention what is happening the next 
few months. I hope I do not forget anything as my memory is 
not what it used to be. Plus, I am still working full time. 
(New job also). First and foremost, I want to thank ALL base 
members that support our endeavors throughout the year. I do 
appreciate it. 
 
                          
The COB, Wayne Peterson won the “Man” basket that we 
had up for raffle at the Fleet Reserve. The drawing was held 
on May 16th. The Base made a profit of approximately 
$648.00. Treasurer Dennis Nardone has the exact amount. I 
believe this was a worthwhile event and I have been asked if 
we are interested in conducting an additional raffle. 
 
On Saturday, May 20th, we participated in the Bremerton 
Armed Forces Day Parade. We had a great turnout and had a 
good time. This parade is our initial one of the year and we 
are respected and cheered by the crowd. Great time. 
 
We conducted and participated in two events for Memorial 
Day. I had the privilege to partake in the Tolling the Boats 
ceremony at Deterrent Park by reading half the boats. I look 
forward to doing this in the future and hope to get more base 
members involved. It is a very moving ceremony. Thanks to 
John Clear for his support. 
 
On June 10th, a contingent of Bremerton Base members trav-
eled to Yakima and retrieved the “Traveling Dolphins” This 
was a very fun and rewarding event. We had a good meal, 
great sea stories and camaraderie with fellow shipmates. 
Thanks to Jim DeMott, Ralph Harris, John Mansfield, Al 
Durkee, and Ray Pitts for attending. I must not forget our 
Vice Commander Don Carpenter for driving us for the trip. 
He did a great job. Of course, being a veteran truck driver, he 
did outstanding. Of course, thanks to Yakima Base for host-
ing and welcoming us. This will be one of my unforgettable 
memories of 2017. 
 
The scholarship raffle on June 20th was a great success. We 
had a nice turnout for the meeting and presentation of schol-
arships. Congrats to the recipients and those who won a raffle 

prize. Thanks to all who supported this event. 
 
The Fathoms' of Fun Parade was another good time. The 
weather was sunny and hot but we survived. Ralph and Rose-
marie Harris hosted a get together at their home afterwards. 
The food was awesome and the conversation was even better. 
Truly a good time. 
 
The 4th of July on Bainbridge Island was another great time. 
The people of the “Island “welcome us and truly thank us for 
our service. I enjoy this parade almost as much as the Armed 
Forces Day Parade. The American Legion Post hosted anoth-
er picnic with hamburgers and hot dogs and all the sides. 
Another great time. 
 
As I write this, the Whaling Days Parade is tomorrow. Our 
way of showing our support of the community. 
 
The Bremerton Base and American Legion Post 149 will co-
sponsor a summer picnic this year. The reasoning behind this 
decision is to hopefully increase membership for both 
groups, enjoy some camaraderie, and HAVE FUN!!! The 
date will be Saturday, August 19 th . It will be held at the Elks 
on Pine Road in Bremerton again this year. The American 
Legion Post will begin roasting a pig on Friday night. 
Bremerton Base will provide brats, dogs and burgers and 
condiments. We are asking members to bring a side dish. The 
picnic will begin at 1100 with food being served at 1400. We 
will have live music beginning at @ 1300. We will conduct a 
short meeting prior to chow. This looks to be a very fun and 
entertaining event. We will have raffles also. I hope you can 
join us. I recommend you bring your own chairs just in case. 
There will be canopies set up for shade or protection, but I 
will not say that word. 
 
Veterans Day is on a Saturday this year. The Auburn parade 
will be on Saturday, November 11th. At this time, I am not 
sure of the event at the Kitsap Pavilion at the fairgrounds. We 
may need to conquer and divide and split crews to support 
both events. I am sure John Gardner will have answers for us. 
More to follow. 
 
2017 is an election year for the Bremerton Base. Dutch Kai-
ser is our Nomination Chairman. Nominations are now being 
accepted. All officer positions are up for election. Please 
think about being nominated or asking a fellow base member 
to be nominated. I hope to have more than one candidate for 
each position. We do have officers who have served for a 
while and new individuals are needed. If we have no officers 
to serve, we would need to turn in our charter. I do not want 
that to happen. I have found it very rewarding to serve your 
base as Commander and Vice-Commander, and it is fun. 
Please think about this. 
 
 
[See Commander’s Comments p. 5]       
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[from p. 4] Commander’s Comments 

 
As you can see it has been a busy summer. I hope I have not 
forgotten anything or anyone. As events happen they tend to 
roll together.          
     
Once again, I would like to take the time to thank the individu-
als that take on the responsibility to hold office and chair our 
many committees for our base. I truly appreciate all you do for 
our base and membership. Without these dedicated individu-
als, our base would not be as successful as it is. 
 
And a thank you to all our members. Whether you attend the 
soup downs, parades, volunteer at our events, or help in any 
other way, I thank you. We have a great base, and I truly enjoy 
seeing you at our events. 
                    
 I am still going to leave my main goals here. I still feel they 
are important. 
      
Membership – Our membership is what makes our base so 
successful and strong. My goal is to keep our membership 
strong and hopefully recruit more members. We have an awe-
some resource being so close to a submarine base. My inten-
tion is to communicate with the boats and shore commands 
and interface with the active duty force. Membership has been 
holding steady at approximately 250-260 members. We as a 
base, need to communicate our creed and all that we do for the 
community, not to mention the fun we have. I also ask that our 
current members contact one of your former shipmates and 
invite them to one of our meetings or events, just to check us 
out. 
 
 

Primary and Secondary individuals for Committees – I feel 
we need to have a 2nd person familiar with the many commit-
tees we have. Starting with the Treasurers' position on down to 
Puget Soundings. My goal here is to have someone familiar 
with the duties and responsibilities of each position. We do 
many good things and support events throughout the year. For 
example, scholarship raffle and applications, membership, 
parades, Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I just feel 
if an individual is on vacation or unable to continue as the pri-
mary chairman, we need someone else to step up. Just like on 
the boats, we had a primary and secondary for all major collat-
eral duties. 
 
As I finish my 1st term as your Commander, I want to thank 
you for your support. It has been quite a ride and I have en-
joyed it. I consider participating in the various veteran organi-
zations as my hobby. I feel it is important to support all, 
whether it is U.S.S.V.I., American Legion, VFW, or Fleet Re-
serve. Most of all, I enjoy interfacing with fellow veterans 
from all branches, as we are all brothers who served this great 
country. 
 
 Well, that is all for now. I look forward to seeing you all at 
future events. If there is anything I can assist you with, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as your 
Base Commander. Be safe and take care my friends. 
 
 
Steve Corcoran 
Base Commander 
U.S.S.V.I. Bremerton Base 

 

 

Tax Reminder: USSVI is still "Tax Exempt" as a 501-C19 organization, but not a "Tax Deductible" organization. This 

means that any money donated to USSVI is not tax deductible on their income tax returns. The USSV Charitable Foundation how-

ever, is a 501-C3 organization, and as such, all moneys donated to it are tax deductible.  

My Heart is at Sea Forever 

Long ago I was a Sailor.  

I sailed the Ocean blue. 

I knew the bars in Singapore... 

The coastline of Peru.  

I knew well the sting of salt spray, 

The taste of Spanish wine, 

The beauty of the Orient... 

Yes, all these things were mine.  

But I wear a different hat now, 

No tie and jacket too. 

My sailing days were long ago... 

with that life I am through.  

But somewhere deep inside of me... 

The sailor lives there still. 

He longs to go to sea again, 

But knows he never will.  

My love, my life, is here at home, 

and I will leave here never. 

Though mind and body stay ashore... 

My heart's at sea forever.  

~Author Unknown~ 
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Bremerton Base Boosters—2017 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit  Citation 

$1—$19.99 $20—$29.99 $30—$49.99 $50—$99.99 $100+ 

 

Terral Gray 

Dennis Nardone  

(IMO Bruce Loughridge) 

 

Don Bassler 

(IMO Bruce Loughridge) 

Tommy Robinson 

Lee Romero 

Tommy Robinson 

(IMO Hank Hollis) 

 

Thomas G. Reed 

Jim Van Doren 

Paul Christofferson 

     

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

 

Welcome Aboard 

Mike Noster (Theodore Roosevelt, Ohio, Trepang & Alabama) 

Jim McKibben (Abraham Lincoln, Ethan Allen, Robert E Lee, Thomas A 

Edison & Ohio) 

Stanley J Mack (Sargo, Richard Russell, Tinosa, Flying Fish & Nevada)  

Jim McKibben (Abraham Lincoln, Ethan Allen, Robert E Lee, Thomas A 

Edison & Ohio) 

Jan Stiffey (Aspro, Thomas Jefferson, William H Bates, Michigan, Sam 

Houston & Whale) 

Tomache Vargas (Alabama, Michigan & Nebraska)  

United States Submarine Veterans Bremerton Base Annual Picnic 

Saturday August 19, 2017 @  1100 

 

Members and their guests are invited to join 

us for a potluck picnic lunch. The Base will 

provide hot dogs, hamburgers, brats, beverag-

es and plenty of sea stories! American Legion 

Post 149 will host a pig roast and provide mu-

sical entertainment starting at 1300. Bremerton Elks picnic area 4131 Pine Rd. 

Bremerton, WA 98310 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. 

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 

Lost on August 6, 1945 with the loss of 

84 crew members in the Lombok Strait 

while on her 3rd war patrol when sunk 

by a depth charge dropped by a Japa-

nese Army plane. Bullhead was the last submarine lost 

during WWII. 

 

USS Flier (SS-250) 

Lost on August 13, 1944, with the loss 

of 80 crew members while on her 

2nd war patrol. Flier was transiting on 

the surface when she was rocked by 

a massive explosion (probably a mine) and sank within less 

than a minute. 13 survivors, some injured, made it into the 

water and swam to shore. 8 survived and 6 days later 

friendly natives guided them to a Coast Watcher and they 

were evacuated by the USS Redfin. 

 

USS S-39 (SS-144) 

Lost on August 14, 1942 after 

grounding on a reef south while on 

her 3rd war patrol. The entire crew 

was able to get off and rescued by the 

HMAS Katoomba. 

 

 

USS Harder (SS-257) 

Lost on August 24, 1944 with the loss 

of 84 crew members from a depth 

charge attack by a minesweeper near 

Bataan while on her 6th war patrol. 

Harder had won a Presidential Unit Citation for her first 5 

war patrols and CDR Dealey was awarded the Congres-

sional Medal of Honor posthumously. Harder is tied for 9th 

in the number of enemy ships sunk. 

 

 

 

 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 

Lost on August 26, 1949 after being 

jolted by a violent polar gale off Nor-

way caused an electrical fire and battery 

explosion that generated hydrogen and 

chlorine gasses. In extremely bad 

weather, men of Cochino and Tusk (SS-426) fought to save 

the submarine for 14 hours. After a 2nd battery explosion, 

Abandon Ship was ordered and Cochino sank. Tusk's crew 

rescued all of Cochino's men except for one civilian engi-

neer. Six Sailors from Tusk were lost during the rescue. 

 

 

USS Pompano (SS-181) 

Lost on August 29, 1943 (between Aug 

8 and Sept 27) with the loss of 76 

men while on her 7th war patrol. Before 

being lost, she sank two enemy 

cargo ships. The exact cause of her loss 

remains unknown, but she probably fell victim to a mine. 

This boat's last known ship sunk happened on Sept 25th, so 

she probably hit that mine on or after that date but before 

Oct 5th, when she was scheduled back at Midway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—August Submarines 
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WWII Patrols 11 and 12 of the  

USS Barb (SS-220) 

 

Under Commander Eugene B. Fluckey, her 11th patrol lasted 

from 19 December 1944 – 15 February 1945, in the Formosa 

Straits and East China Sea off the east coast of China, from 

Shanghai to Kam Kit. During this patrol, Barb sank four Japa-

nese merchant ships and numerous enemy small craft. On 22–

23 January Barb penetrated Namkwan Harbor on the China 

coast, opposite the Matsu Islands, and wrought havoc upon a 

convoy of some 30 enemy ships at anchor. Maneuvering in 

dangerously shallow waters, Barb launched her torpedoes into 

the enemy group and then retired at high speed on the surface 

in a full hour’s run through uncharted, heavily mined, and 

rock-obstructed waters. In recognition of this outstanding pa-

trol, Commander Fluckey was awarded the Medal of Honor 

and Barb received the Presidential Unit Citation. 

 

 

 

 

Upon comple- tion of her 11th 

patrol, Barb was sent to the U.S. for a yard overhaul and alter-

ations, which included the installation of 5 in (130 mm) rocket 

launchers at the Captain's request. Returning to the Pacific, 

she commenced her 12th and final patrol on 8 June. This pa-

trol was conducted along the coasts of the Sea of Okhotsk. For 

the first time in U.S. submarine warfare, Barb successfully 

employed rockets, against the towns of Shari, Hokkaido; 

Shikuka, Kashiho; and Shiritoru on Karafuto. She also bom-

barded the town of Kaihyo To with her regular armament, 

destroying 60 percent of the town. She next landed a party of 

carefully selected crew members who blew up a railroad train. 

During the night of 22–23 July 1945 these men went ashore at 

Karafuto, Japan, and planted an explosive charge that subse-

quently wrecked a train.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The famous landing party! These eight men were the only 

people to invade mainland Japan during the Second World 
War. They also scored one of the rarest submarine kills of the 

war: A train! From left to right: Chief Gunner’s Mate Paul 
Sanders, Electricians Mate 3rd Class Billy Hatfield, Signal-

man 2nd Class Francis N. Sevei, Ships Cook 1st Class Law-
rence W. Newland, Torpedomans Mate 3rd Class Edward W. 
Klingesmith,Motor Machinists Mate 2nd Class James E. Rich-

ard, Motor Machinists Mate 1st Class John Markuson (who 
discovered the sentry tower!), and Lieutenant William M. 

Walker. 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander Eugene B. Fluckey (left) standing next to Admi-

ral Chester Nimitz in 1953, when Nimitz made full Admiral. 

Fluckey was adored by his men, both for his skill in combat, 

and his compassion for them. Against all regulations, he 

would keep cases of beer in the Enlisted showers on board, 

whenever his crew sank an enemy ship, they were treated to a 

can. 

 

http://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/when-an-american-submarine
-took-out-a-japanese-troop-train-and-much-more-in-the-pacific-in-ww2-
x.html  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_B._Fluckey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formosa_Straits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formosa_Straits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kam_Kit&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Namkwan_Harbor&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matsu_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_of_Honor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Unit_Citation_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Okhotsk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shari,_Hokkaido
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shikuka
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kashiho&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiritoru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karafuto
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kaihyo_To&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/when-an-american-submarine-took-out-a-japanese-troop-train-and-much-more-in-the-pacific-in-ww2-x.html
http://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/when-an-american-submarine-took-out-a-japanese-troop-train-and-much-more-in-the-pacific-in-ww2-x.html
http://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/when-an-american-submarine-took-out-a-japanese-troop-train-and-much-more-in-the-pacific-in-ww2-x.html
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Bremerton Base Retrieves Traveling       

Dolphins From Yakima Base 

 

Photos provided by John Mansfield 

Seven Bremerton Base members  led by Base Commander 

Steve Corcoran, met with Yakima Base members at American 

Legion Post 36 in Yakima on Saturday, June 10, 2017 to take 

back the Traveling Dolphins that Yakima Base has maintained 

for over 2 years. A good time was had by all! 

  

Base Members in attendance: L-R,  WD4 Cdr Al Durkee, SK 

Ralf Harris, Vcdr Don Carpenter, Cdr Steve Corcoran, Ray 

Pitts, John Mansfield & WD4 Vcdr Jim DeMott. 

 

 

Group Photo of Yakima/Bremerton Base Meeting, June 10, 

2017, American Legion Post 36, Yakima, WA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reverse of the Travelling Dolphins and the carry bag. 

Submarine Terminology:  Coner - A submarine crewman who is not part of the engineering department, especially 
Torpedomen, because they are stationed in the forward cone of the Sub. Also known as "Forward Pukes" (as opposed 
to "F*ckin' Nukes") or M.U.F.F.s (My Up Forward Friends). 
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2017 Willie Spoon Scholarship Awards 
  

Shown above with Commander Steve Corcoran and Scholar-

ship Chair John Gardner are three of the five base $1000 

scholarship winners for 2017.  Two young men won but could 

not be present. L to R: Steve, Elysabeth Lamoureux, Zoe 

Wiltz, Lillian Schmidt and John. 

 

The scholarship winners were: 

David Degnan is sponsored by his grandfather James Ken-

dall. He is attending George Fox University and is studying 

Biology and Biological Research. 

  

Elysabeth Lamoureux is sponsored by her grandfather Alan 

Lamoureux. She graduated from Bremerton High School and 

will be attending Linder University-Belleville, in IL. Majoring 

in Health Science. 

  

Ryan Lynch is sponsored by his grandfather John Lynch. He 

is attending Belmont University majoring in Musical Theater. 

  

Lillian Kaiser Schmidt is sponsored by her grandfather Gary 

Kaiser. She is attending Western Washington University ma-

joring in Behavioral Neuroscience. 

  

Zoe Wiltz is sponsored by her father Steven Wiltz. She is 

attending Grand Canyon University majoring in English for 

Secondary Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarship Raffle Prize Donors and       
Winners 

  

            

Please consider making purchases at our 
donors. 

Donor Name Winner   

Bremerton Base William Accord 

Bremerton Base Regina Raney 
Tony's Pizza WilliamMulvenna 
19th Hole Larry Kramer 
Tessio N.D.Garoutte 
Skippers Cheryl Coffey 
Olive Garden Dennis Nardone 

All Star Lanes(2hr lane rent) WayneSieckowski 

Round Table Pizza Don Bassler 
Azteca David Pittman 

Azteca Liland   

Creative Edge Barber Shop Don Bassler 

Creative Edge Barber Shop Ken Lemay 
Subway G Schaefer 

The Point Casino Nola Litscher 

Centering Massage G Schaefer 

Home Made Café Dick Litscher 
Los Cabos Albert Thurlow 

Bremerton Symphony (2) Ken Lemay 

Bremerton Symphony (2) Bob Springer 

Doc's Marina Grill SubVets   

Azteca Poulsbo Jim DeMott 

Blue Goose Tavern Debra Cox 
Cooper Fuel Mike Dunplby 

Clearwater Casino Myrna Calhoon 
Boat Shed Leo Taflin 

 
Submarine Terminology:  Buttshark - Also known as a brown-noser or butt snorkeler. A person that is buddying up to 
another person (usually an as*hole) to gain favor and for ulterior motives. 
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BLACKMAIL 

By Rick Campbell  

Retired Navy Commander and author Rick Campbell held a 

book signing at Barnes & Noble Book Store in Silverdale on 

July 8th presenting his latest submarine thriller, "Blackmail". 

After the book signing, base members attended a reception at 

the Yacht Club Broiler.  

 

A native of Cocoa, Florida, Rick attended the United States 

Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, and spent over thirty 

years in the Navy. His tours of duty included four nuclear 

powered submarines, the Pentagon, and the Undersea Weap-

ons Program Office. Upon retirement from the Navy, Rick was 

offered a two-book deal (which has been extended to a six-

book deal) by Macmillan / St. Martin's Press for his novel - 

The Trident Deception, which was hailed by Booklist as "The 

best submarine novel since Tom Clancy's classic - The Hunt 

for Red October". His first three books were Barnes & Noble 

Top-20 bestsellers, and his fourth book —Blackmail—was 

released in June 2017. Rick lives with his family in the greater 

Washington, D.C. area, and is working on the fifth and sixth 

books in this series, due out in early 2019 and 2020. 

 

"BLACKMAIL" 

 A U.S. Navy aircraft carrier patrolling the Western Pacific 

Ocean is severely damaged by a surprise salvo of cruise mis-

siles. While the Russian government officially apologizes, 

claiming it was the result of a fire control accident during a 

training exercise, it was instead a calculated provocation. The 

American president accepts Russia's explanation, and with the 

U.S. Pacific fleet already severely under strength following 

America's war with China, the Russian President decides that 

the American response is a clear indication of their weakness, 

militarily and politically, and initiates a bold plan. 

Political unrest is spreading through the Eastern European 

states. The Russian Northern Fleet moves swiftly into the 

Mediterranean Sea, the Russian army is moving west to the 

border, and Russian Pacific and Black Sea Fleets are mobi-

lized. In one bold strike, the Russian army reoccupies a large 

number of the industrialized areas of the former USSR, while 

blockading the vital sea passages through which the world’s 

oil and natural gas transit.  

To make matters worse, Russia’s Special Forces have wired 

every major oil and natural gas pipeline with explosives. If the 

U.S. makes one move to thwart Russia, they’ll destroy them 

all. The U.S. is risking disaster if it acts, but the alternative is 

quite possibly worse. Torn between the unthinkable and the 

impossible, America's only possible move is ― launch an at-

tack on all fronts, simultaneously. 

 

Will Rogers, who died in a plane crash with Wylie Post 

in 1935, was probably the greatest political sage this 

country has ever known.  Enjoy the following quotes---- 

 

1. Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco. 

2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day. 

3. There are 2 theories to arguing with a wom-

an...neither works. 

4. Never miss a good chance to shut up. 

5. Always drink upstream from the herd. 

6. If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 

7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold it 

and put it back in your pocket. 

8. There are three kinds of men:  the ones that learn by 

reading; the few who learn by observation; and the rest 

of them have to pee on the electric fence. 

9. Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of 

that comes from bad judgment. 

10. If you're riding' ahead of the herd, take a look back 

every now and then to make sure it's still there. 

11. Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n 

puttin' it back. 

12. AND FINALLY: After eating an entire bull, a 

mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He kept it 

up until a hunter came along and shot him... The moral 

– when you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut. 
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Submarine Collisions 

https://everything2.com/title/Submarine+Collisions 

 

Throughout the cold war, there were dozens of submarine ac-

cidents as boats that relied on sound for sight came as close as 

they dared to the enemy -- sometimes too close. Some colli-

sions were severe, others relatively minor; but even a minor 

bump by a four thousand ton vessel is enough to send men and 

their ships reeling. 

 

This list includes collisions that were confirmed and others 

considered probable. 

 

1960-1961: USS Swordfish 

While Swordfish (SSN-579) was on a 

surveillance mission off the Soviet Pa-

cific coast, a Soviet sub apparently at-

tempted to surface -- from directly be-

low. The American boat was at peri-

scope depth when it was shaken by the 

impact. One crew member recalls that the officer at the conn 

looked through the periscope and saw "running lights" -- lights 

along the port and starboard that a sub might turn on as it sur-

faced. By the time Swordfish itself came to the surface, the 

ocean was clear; the crew assumed that the Soviet sub had 

dived back down. 

 

Early 1960s: Unidentified Sub, possibly USS Skipjack 

One former Navy intelligence officer clearly remembers and 

incident in which a US sub got tangled up with a Soviet De-

stroyer in the Barents Sea. He was not sure but thought the sub 

was the Skipjack (SSN-585). He was sure, however, that the 

American boat came home with "a propeller gouge on the 

sail." This may be one of the incidents that Seymour M. Hersh 

mentioned in The New York Times in May 1975, when he de-

scribed an unnamed Holystone sub that was damaged when it 

surfaced underneath a Soviet ship in the midst of a Soviet fleet 

naval exercise. Hersh also reported that the sub suffered dam-

age to its conning tower and escaped despite a search by Sovi-

et vessels. 

 

July 1965: USS Medregal 

The Medregal (SS-480) smashed 

into and crippled a Greek cargo 

freighter that was under surveil-

lance because it was suspected of 

carrying supplies to enemy forces 

in Vietnam. The accident hap-

pened in the Gulf of Tonkin when 

the diesel sub was being driven 

by a temporary commander. The Medregal regular skipper had 

broken his neck diving into a swimming pool during a port 

stop in the Philippines. 

 

March 1966: USS Barbel 

The Barbel (SS-580), one of the last 

deisel subs the Navy built, collided with 

a freighter suspected of carrying arms 

near a port on Hainan Island, China, 

across the Gulf of Tonkin from North 

Vietnam. The force of the collision tore 

the sail planes from the sub, probably lodging parts of them in 

the ship's hull. The collision was hard enough that Barbel was 

forced down, hitting the bottom about one hundred feet under-

water. The Vietnamese later reported that the freighter had 

sunk when it hit a submerged object. 

Indeed, the Barbel collision was especially upsetting to De-

fense Secretary Robert McNamara because he had earlier in-

structed Navy leaders to keep US subs out of the area to avoid 

inflaming tensions. Barbel remained submerged, backed away 

from the ship and left the area without checking on the status 

of the freighter. 

 

December 1967: USS George C. 

Marshall 

The Marshall (SSBN-654), a Pola-

ris missile sub, was clipped by a 

Soviet sub in the Mediterranean 

Sea. The Americans knew the Sovi-

et sub was there but could not move 

their massive boat away fast 

enough. Crewmen note the collision was "a glancing blow" but 

said it still left a gash in Marshall's forward starboard ballast 

tank. 

 

[See Submarine Collisions p. 13]       

 

Groton-New London Memories 

https://everything2.com/title/Submarine+Collisions
https://everything2.com/title/cold+war
https://everything2.com/title/submarine
https://everything2.com/title/sound
https://everything2.com/title/sight
https://everything2.com/title/surveillance
https://everything2.com/title/Soviet
https://everything2.com/title/periscope+depth
https://everything2.com/title/periscope+depth
https://everything2.com/title/conn
https://everything2.com/title/periscope
https://everything2.com/title/running+lights
https://everything2.com/title/port
https://everything2.com/title/starboard
https://everything2.com/title/Navy
https://everything2.com/title/intelligence
https://everything2.com/title/Destroyer
https://everything2.com/title/Destroyer
https://everything2.com/title/Barents+Sea
https://everything2.com/title/conning+tower
https://everything2.com/title/Vietnam
https://everything2.com/title/diesel
https://everything2.com/title/skipper
https://everything2.com/title/Philippines
https://everything2.com/title/China
https://everything2.com/title/North+Vietnam
https://everything2.com/title/North+Vietnam
https://everything2.com/title/hull
https://everything2.com/title/Defense+Secretary
https://everything2.com/title/Defense+Secretary
https://everything2.com/title/Polaris+missile
https://everything2.com/title/Polaris+missile
https://everything2.com/title/Mediterranean+Sea
https://everything2.com/title/Mediterranean+Sea
https://everything2.com/title/ballast+tank
https://everything2.com/title/ballast+tank
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[from p. 12] Submarine Collisions 

 

October 9, 1968: Unidentified American or British Attack 

Sub 

Russian Navy officials say this was the first collision involv-

ing an NATO surveillance sub and a Soviet nuclear boat in 

the Barents Sea. Russians reported that the Soviet sub was 

operating normally when it suddenly began listing to star-

board, its hull shaking. The crew surfaced and through the 

periscope sighted another submarine’s silhouette. With the 

conning tower hatch now jammed, the Soviets used a sledge-

hammer to open it, and it was several minutes before the com-

mander could climb outside the bridge. By then the waters 

were clear. Back at base, the repair crews discovered a hole in 

the outer hull so large that “a three-ton truck could easily” 

have driven through. Judging from the small bits of red and 

green glass and the metal fragments stuck in the wreckage, 

the Soviets concluded that they had been hit by a foreign sub. 

Soviet intelligence later discovered that a British diesel dub 

had pulled into Norway with a damaged sail around that time. 

However the Soviets believe that they could also have been 

hit by a US boat.  

 

 

November 1969: USS Gato 
The sail of the Gato (SSN-165) was 
scraped by the hull of the Soviet Hotel-
class missile boat known as Hiroshima 
(due to its many nuclear accidents involv-
ing the reactor) when Hiroshima passed 
over the US boat. The men on Gato heard a 
dull grind as the subs bumped. Despite 

Soviet Admiral Gorshkov’s with that Gato’s corpse be recov-
ered, the sub escaped and nobody on board was hurt. 

 

March 14, 1970: USS Sturgeon 
As a Soviet sub passé over Sturgeon (SSN-
637) in the Barents Sea the men on board 
could hear crunching. The Soviet boat had 
scraped Sturgeon from above and to the left, 
pulling off metal plated above the conning 
tower. 

 

June 1970: USS Tautog 
In one of the most violent collisions 
of the cold war, the Tautog (SSN-
639) was rammed by the Soviet 
Echo II submarine Black Lila off 
Petropavlovsk. President Nixon was 
briefed that taped sonar sounds indi-

cated the Soviet sub had sunk, though now her captain has 
come forward to saw that his boat survived. Tautog also re-
turned to port. Tautog had run her sail into the propeller of the 
Echo II, both subs sustained major damage. 

 

1970: USS Dace 
After Dace (SSN-607) hit something that 
rolled her to one side, her men were al-
most certain they had bumped a Soviet 
sub also operating in the Mediterranean. 
Indeed, Naval Intelligence later learned 
that a Soviet sub later pulled into a port 
soon after with the kind of damage that 
would have been expected from a colli-
sion with another sub. 

 

March 31, 1971: Unidentified Sub 
On March 31, 1971, another Holystone sub collided with a 
Soviet Boat, according to Hersh’s May 1975 story in The New 
York Times. Hersh cited a memo addressed to CIA Director 
Richard M. Helms that put the collision seventeen nautical 
miles off the Soviet coast. 

 

Late 1971/ Early 1972: USS Puffer 
The Puffer (SSN-652) collided with 
a Soviet diesel sub in the waters near 
Petropavlovsk when the Soviet boat 
took an unexpected dive just as Puff-
er was making one last surveillance 
pass. Both subs were moving at slow 
speed; the crew of Puffer say it was 
almost as if the Soviet boat sank on 
top of them and bumped. 

 

 

May 1974: USS Pintado 
Pintado (SSN-672) collided with a Soviet 
sub inside Soviet waters in the approaches 
to Petropavlovsk, according to a story in the 
San Diego Evening Tribune in July 1975. 
Both subs were about 200 feet deep at im-
pact. Crewmen said that the collision 
smashed much of Pintado’s directional 
sonar, jammed a torpedo tube hatch, and 
damaged a diving control fin. The Soviet 

sub, a Yankee-class ballistic missile boat, surfaced soon after 
the crash. The crewmen said they believed Pintado had gone 
close to the Soviet harbor to check to Soviet undersea defense 
systems. After the collision Pintado raced from the area. 

 

 

[See Submarine Collisions p. 23 (on line]       
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https://everything2.com/title/memo
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https://everything2.com/title/nautical+mile
https://everything2.com/title/nautical+mile
https://everything2.com/title/San+Diego
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Deterrent Park 
Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

Memories... 

http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
Dennis Nardone 
June 30, 2017 
 
2017—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 657.59 

Scholarship Fund: $15,417.82 

General Fund: 30,269.76* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $207.15    

Net Worth: $77,552.32 

 

Base Membership 
Dennis Nardone 
Jun  30, 2017 

 

Total Members: 261 

Annual Members:  40 

USSVI Life Members: 200 

Base Life Members: 195 

Holland Club Members: 162 

Annual Associate Members: 6 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 239 

Bremerton Base Calendar  

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

http://www.gertrude-check.org/ 

 

Aug 02 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Aug 05 E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Aug 19 (11:00) Annual Base Picnic Bremerton Elks Lodge 4131 Pine RD 

NE, Bremerton 360.479.1181 

Sep 02 E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Sep 19 (1900) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 04 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Oct 07 E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Oct 21 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 04 E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Nov 11 (0900) Veterans Day at the Kitsap Pavilion 

Nov 11 (1100) Auburn Veterans Day Parade 

Nov 18 (1000) General Membership Meeting FRA 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Dec 02 E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gertrude-check.org/
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U.S. SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 
SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           

Volume 21 ISSUE 3 Jul—Aug—Sep 2017 

Issue Date Aug 01, 2017 

NON PROFIT ORG 

U.S. POSTGE 

PAID 

Silverdale WA 

Permit No 111 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Subma-

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Soup Down Schedule (11:30—13:00) 
Aug 11 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 

360.479.9117 

Aug 18 Silver City Restaurant and Ale House 2799 NW Myhre Road Silverdale 

360.698.5879  

Aug 25 Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale 360.352.9888 

Sep 01 All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 360.692.5760 

Sep 08 Round Table Pizza 3276 NW Plaza Rd #101, Silverdale 360.698.4040 

Sep 15 Olive Garden 3204 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.613.0207 

Sep 22 Horse and Cow 536 4th St, Bremerton 360.627.9843 

Sep 29 Club House, McCormack Woods 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE Port Orchard 360-895-0142 

Oct 06 Tracyton Public House 403 NW Tracy Ave, Bremerton, 360.405.768 ()   

Oct 13 Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.373.1320  

Oct 20 Red Lobster 3208 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.613.0105 

Oct 27 Family Pancake House 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.479.2422  

Nov 03 Kelly’s 19th Hole Bar & Grill 2171 Erlands Point Road NW, Bremerton 360.373.4600  

Nov 10 Veterans Day – No Soup Down 

Nov 17 Arena Sports Bar 4111 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.627.7515 

Nov 24 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 360-479-0788 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was  established by the late  Willie 

Spoon for two equal      purposes: to bring members together on a 

weekly basis to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the  

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     contribution 

to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William "Willie" Spoon Me-

morial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 20 June  2017  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

 

Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the June 20, 2017 

meeting to order at 1900 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

 Vice Western District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott, Joe Gavasso, 

Secretary of Barbel Base in Yuma AZ., Jim Foote Past Na-

tional vice Cmdr. and John Mansfield past Western District 4 

Cmdr. were in attendance. 

 

 Base Lifetime Member presented a little history about the 

Scholarship Program. 

 

John Gardner, Scholarship Chairman talked about the Schol-

arship Program before presenting the Scholarships to the par-

ticipants present. 

 

The Scholarship winners were: 

 

David Degnan is sponsored by his grandfather James Kendall. 

He is attending George Fox University and is studying Biolo-

gy and Biological Research. 

 

Elysabeth Lamoureux is sponsored by her grandfather Alan 

Lamoureux. She graduated from Bremerton High School and 

will be attending Linder University-Belleville, in IL. Major-

ing in Health Science. 

 

Ryan Lynch is sponsored by his grandfather John Lynch. He 

is attending Belmont University majoring in Musical Theater. 

 

Lillian Kaiser Schmidt is sponsored by her grandfather Gary 

Kaiser. She is attending Western Washington University ma-

joring in Behavioral Neuroscience. 

 

Zoe Wiltz is sponsored by her father Steven Wiltz. She is 

attending Grand Canyon University majoring in English for 

Secondary Education. 

 

Elysabeth Lamoureux, Lillian Kaiser Schmidt and Zoe Wiltz 

were present to accept their award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting had a short break for refreshments and during the 

break the “2017 William “Willie” Spoon Memorial Scholar-

ship Raffle” was conducted.  

 

The results are: 

 

Grand Prize Winner  $300.00William Accord 

2nd Prize $150.00 Regina Raney 

 

Others Winners and Prizes  

 

Tony's Pizza William Mulvenna, 19th Hole Larry Kra-

mer ,Tessio N.D.Garoutte, Skippers Cheryl Coffey ,Olive 

Garden Dennis Nardone, All Star Lanes(2hr lane rent) 

WayneSieckowski,Round Table Pizza Don Bassler, Azteca 

David Pittman, Azteca Liland, Creative Edge Barber Shop 

Don Bassler, Creative Edge Barber Shop Ken Lemay, Sub-

way G Schaefer, The Point Casino Nola Litscher, Centering 

Massage G Schaefer, Home Made Café Dick Litscher, Los 

Cabos Albert Thurlow, Bremerton Symphony (2) Ken Lemay, 

Bremerton Symphony (2) Bob Springer, Doc's Marina Grill 

SubVets, Azteca Poulsbo Jim DeMott, Blue Goose Tavern 

Debra Cox, Cooper Fuel Mike Dunplby, Clearwater Casino 

Myrna Calhoon, and Boat Shed Leo Taflin 

 

 The minutes of the May 16, 2017 meeting were approved as 

submitted. 

 

[See Base Minutes p. 18]       

 

 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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[from p. 17] Base Minutes  

 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports we have a total of 

$77,552.32 in various accounts. He also reports we have 261 

members. The Treasurer’s June 2017 reports were approved 

as submitted. 

Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris advertised his wares. 

 

Base Float Coordinator Sam Swenson reports the float is 

ready for the Fathoms of Fun Parade in Port Orchard and the 

4th Of July Parade on Bainbridge Island. We will be in Posi-

tion 28 in the Port Orchard Parade. Ralph and Rosemarie Har-

ris will host an after Parade get together at their house. 

 

Deterrent Park Coordinator and Gertrude - Check Webmaster 

Don Bassler is always in need of articles for Gertrude-Check. 

He installed four bricks on June 4. 

 

Dave Pittman requires articles for the upcoming edition of the 

Puget Soundings by July 28. 

 

Previous Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott announced he will be run-

ning for Western District 4 Cmdr. Position. 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran is in the process of reviewing and 

updating the By-Laws. 

He also reports the Traveling Dolphins have been retrieved 

from the Yakima Base. 

 

This year the Base Picnic will be held August 19 at the 

Bremerton Elks picnic area in conjunction with the Bremerton 

American Legion. 

 

This is an election year and the Base needs volunteers for the 

election committee 

 

Dene Rodgers won $77.00 in the 50/50 raffle.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 2020 

 

Next meeting will be Tuesday July 18, at 1900 at the Bremer-

ton FRA.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Submarine Terminology:  Patrol shoes – Any type of shoe other than Navy issue that is worn under-
way only. Example include tennis shoes, bowling shoes, and cowboy boots. 
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Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 16 May  2017  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the May 16, 2017 

meeting to order at 1900 hours. 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

 WWII Submarine Veteran Paul Christofferson, Vice Western 

District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott, Joe Gavasso, Secretary of Bar-

bel Base in Yuma AZ., Dewey Reed and his wife visiting 

SubVets from Phoenix, AZ.were in attendance. 

 

New member Pete Espiridion was introduced. 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran introduced Past FRA 29 Presi-

dent Otis Robinson, Sr., a former Navy Deep Sea Diver.  Otis 

gave us a brief overview of his Navy career before presenting 

a "Man" Basket created by his wife, Annie Robinson (who 

was sick and could not be present) who put it together for the 

Base raffle.  Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson's name was 

drawn as the winner by Otis. 

 

The minutes of the April 18, 2017 meeting were approved as 

submitted. 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports we have a total of 

$80,436.51 in various accounts. He also reports we have 258 

members. The Treasurer’s May 2017 reports were approved 

as submitted. 

 

Base Chaplin Fred Borgmann reports Base Member Jerry 

Drumm’s wife is in a Nursing Home and seems to be doing 

better. He also mailed the Eternal Patrol Certificate to Kay 

Hollis. 

 

Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris advertised his wares. 

 

Base Float Coordinator Sam Swenson reports the float is 

ready for the Armed Forces Parade on May 20. We will be in 

Position B4. 

 

Deterrent Park Coordinator and Gertrude - Check Webmaster 

Don Bassler is planning on installing brick on May 28. He is 

always in need of articles for Gertrude-Check. 

 

Previous Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott reports the Scholarship 

raffle tickets have been mailed. If you need more they are 

available in the National Office. He reminded everyone if you 

are mailing more than 1 book then you will need to attach 

extra postage. 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran is in the process of reviewing and 

updating the By-Laws. 

 

Steve is looking for someone to take his place at the National 

Convention. 

 

This year the Base Picnic will be held August 19 at the 

Bremerton Elks picnic area in conjunction with the Bremerton 

American Legion. 

 

This is an election year and the Base needs volunteers for the 

election committee 

 

This year’s Tolling of the Boats will be May 25 at 1030 at 

Deterrent Park. 

 

There will be Memorial Day services at Ivy Green Cemetery. 

The time will be published when known but plan on 1300 

unless heard differently. 

 

Steve is planning on making a trip to attend the Yakima’s 

Base meeting on June 10 to retrieve the traveling dolphins. 

 

Base Lifetime Member Jerry Drumm discussed making an 

Honor Flight to Washington D.C. Peninsula High raised 

$6,000.00 an enabled 6 Veterans to go on the Honor Flight. 

Jerry was very impressed with the flight and program. 

 

John Norris won $65.00 in the 50/50 raffle.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 2000 

 

Next meeting will be Tuesday June 20, at 1900 at the Bremer-

ton FRA.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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Christmas Eve in DaNang - 1968  

 

1968, DaNang, South Viet Nam, Christmas Eve. 

 

I was a misplaced “Submariner” doing what I was assigned. 

The assignment didn’t make much sense but as we all did, I 

did my duty. I was assigned to the Armed Forces Police, 3rd 

Military Police, 3rd Marine Battalion. This proves that a 

“submariner” can do anything. 

The Armed Forces Police were a combination of all “Allied 

Countries” within South Viet Nam, either militarily or admin-

istration. The “Tet Offensive” was over, but rumors were 

many. 

Thanksgiving was just a nightmare. The VC decided that the 

Transmitter Site at Marble Mountain was going to be their 

target for 11 days. Many good men would not see Christmas. 

I laid in the mud, shivering without a thought of Turkey. Day-

light normally bought courage. 

Christmas Eve brought many changes to our “normal rou-

tines.” A German Hospital Ship was tied up on the DaNang 

River, in front of the “White Elephant.” (The White Elephant 

was the Headquarters of MACV in the “I-Corp”, Northern 

South Viet Nam) The German’s would provide medical treat-

ment to anyone who came across their decks. Whenever the 

ship got underway, we knew big things were going to happen. 

Christmas Eve day brought almost panic on the deck of the 

German Vessel. They couldn’t get out of town quick enough. 

Traffic on the streets was very light (very unusual) Old people 

were leaving town with all their belongings. 

With all the activity, we were going into Plan B and there was 

no Plan B. We drove “Rat Patrol” jeeps with M-60’s on them. 

I carried an M-79 Grenade Launcher and a M-16. We were 

very well armed but there were times when this didn’t matter. 

We all wrote letters home and put them in the big green mail-

box. 

As darkness began to set in, assignments came and we were in 

place waiting. Intelligence reported to expect massive ground 

attacks. I was assigned the bridge connecting the East side of 

DaNang with the Main City. This was the only way in to the 

city from the East. Everything the Navy brought into the area 

came from “Deep Water Pier” and across the bridge. I set 

security. Checked it many times and waited. 

The clock ticked, we waited and waited. We began to tremble 

as if it was very cold. At 2217, all hell broke loose or so we 

thought. There was massive small arm firings, many flares, 

men yelling and then we noticed that the firing was in the air. 

You could see tracers everywhere but into the air. The VC 

was there but no attack. Their tracers were into the air also. I 

don’t know who was dropping flares but it turned out to be 

quite a show for Christmas Eve. Maybe God decided that no 

one was to die that night. 

 

Published December, 2005 

http://www.submarinesailor.com/stories/

ChristmasEveDaNang.asp  

The Joke’s on the COB 

By Casey Webb YN2 (SS) USS Batfish 1997-1999 

 

When I was on the USS BATFISH, our COB was ETCS Moulding. One day, I was the messenger and I brought the fathometer 

watch a cup of iced tea. Now, everyone who's been on a 637 with the curtain closed around the conn knows that in order to pass a 

drink to the fathometer watch, you either have to give it to the Dive, or pass in front of him. I asked the COB to hand the fathome-

ter watch (Guenther) his tea.  

The COB takes it and gives me a mischievous little look. He hands it to Guenther and watches as he takes the first sip. The COB 

then says, "So, Guenther, how do my n#*s taste?" 

Without so much as a pause Guenther proceeds to say, "Like the XO's a%$, COB." The COB was completely speechless. 

Sorry, about that COB. At least I waited until you were retired. 

 
"I was never there, not aware, and have no knowledge of any particular operation" - Standard reply to question about 
special operations. 
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How a Super-Secret U.S. Navy Subma-

rine Tapped Russia's Underwater Com-

munications Cables 

http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret

-us-navy-submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A forgotten Cold War tale.  

Kyle Mizokami [2]  

 

 

 

 

In 1970, Halibut was again modified to accommodate the 

Navy’s deep water saturation divers. The following year, it 

went to sea again to participate in Ivy Bells, a secret opera-

tion to install taps on the underwater communications cables 

connecting the Soviet ballistic missile submarine base 

at Petropavlovsk on the Kamchatka Peninsula with Moscow’s 

Pacific Fleet headquarters at Vladivostok. 

The taps, installed by divers and their ROVs, allowed Wash-

ington to listen in on message traffic to Soviet nuclear forces. 

Conducted at the bottom of the frigid Sea of Okhotsk, the Ivy 

Bells missions were conducted at the highest level of secrecy, 

as the Soviets would have quickly abandoned the use of un-

derwater cables had they known they were compromised. 

One of the most unusual submarines of the Cold War was 

named after one of the most unusual fish in the sea. Halibut 

are flatfish, bottom-dwelling predators that, unlike conven-

tional fish, lie sideways with two eyes on the same side of the 

head and ambush passing prey. 

Like the halibut flatfish, USS Halibut was an unusual-looking 

submarine, and also spent a considerable amount of time on 

the ocean floor. Halibut was a “spy sub,” and conducted some 

of the most classified missions of the entire Cold War. 

USS Halibut was built as one of the first of the U.S. Navy’s 

long-range missile ships. The submarine was the first built 

from the ground up to carry the Regulus II missile, a large, 

turbojet-powered cruise missile. The missile was designed to 

be launched from the deck of a submarine, with a ramp lead-

ing down into the bow of the ship, where a total of five mis-

siles were stored. This resulted in an unusual appearance, lik-

ened to a “snake digesting a big meal [3].” Halibut also had 

six 533-millimeter torpedo tubes, but as a missile sub, would 

only use torpedoes in self-defense. 

Halibut was a one-of-a-kind submarine. At 350 feet long, 

with a beam of twenty-nine feet, she was dimensionally iden-

tical to the Sailfish-class radar picket submarines [4], but her 

missile storage spaces and launch equipment ballooned her 

submerged displacement to five thousand tons. 

Her S3W reactor gave her an underwater speed of more than 

twenty knots and unlimited range—a useful trait, considering 

the Regulus II had a range of only one thousand miles. 

Regulus II was quickly superseded by the Polaris submarine-

launched ballistic missile, whose solid rocket fueled engine 

made for a more compact missile with a much longer range. 

The combination of the Polaris and the new George Washing-

ton–class fleet ballistic missile submarines conspired to 

put Halibut out of a job—Regulus II was canceled just seven-

teen days before the sub’s commissioning. 

Halibut operated for four years as a Regulus submarine. In 

1965 the Navy, recognizing that a submarine with a large, 

built-in internal bay could be useful, put Halibut into dry dock 

at Pearl Harbor for a major $70 million ($205 million in to-

day’s dollars) overhaul [5]. She received a photographic dark-

room, hatches for divers to enter and exit the sub while sub-

merged, and thrusters to help her maintain a stationary posi-

tion. 

Perhaps most importantly, Halibut was rebuilt with spaces to 

operate two remotely operated vehicles nicknamed “Fish.” 

Twelve feet long and equipped with cameras, strobe lights 

and sonar, the “fish” could search for objects at depths of up 

to twenty-five thousand feet. The ROVs could be launched 

and retrieved from the former missile storage bay, now nick-

named “the Bat Cave.” A twenty-four-bit mainframe comput-

er, highly sophisticated for the time, analyzed sensor data 

from the Fish. 

[See Halibut  p. 22]       

 

http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret-us-navy-submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret-us-navy-submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370
http://nationalinterest.org/profile/kyle-mizokami
http://scienceblogs.com/deepseanews/2008/03/16/the-submersible-synopses-the-h/
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/Issues/Archives/issue_14/coldwar.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=oBQ-4c85T-wC&lpg=PA51&vq=uss%20halibut%20thrusters&dq=uss%20halibut%20thrusters&pg=PA51#v=onepage&q&f=false
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[from p. 21] Halibut 

 

Post overhaul, Halibut was redesignated from nuclear guided-

missile submarine to nuclear attack submarine, and assigned 

to the Deep Submergence Group, a group tasked with deep-

sea search-and-recovery missions. In mid-July 1968, Halibut 

was sent on Velvet Fist, a top-secret mission meant to locate 

the wreck of the Soviet submarine K-129. K-129 was a Golf 

II–class ballistic missile submarine that had sunk that March, 

an estimated 1,600 nautical miles off the coast of Hawaii. 

K-129 had sunk along with its three R-21 intermediate-range 

ballistic missiles. The R-21 was a single-stage missile with a 

range of 890 nautical miles and an eight-hundred-kiloton nu-

clear warhead. The loss of the submarine presented the U.S. 

government with the unique opportunity to recover the mis-

siles and their warheads for study. 

Halibut was the perfect ship for the task. Once on station, it 

deployed the Fish ROVs and began an acoustic search of the 

ocean floor. After a painstaking search [6] and more than 

twenty thousand photos, Halibut’s crew discovered the ill-

fated Soviet sub’s wreckage. As a result Halibut and her crew 

were awarded a Presidential Unit Citation, for “several mis-

sions of significant scientific value to the Government of the 

United States.” Halibut’s contribution to efforts to recover K-

129 would remain secret for decades. 

In 1970, Halibut was again modified to accommodate the 

Navy’s deep water saturation divers. The following year, it 

went to sea again to participate in Ivy Bells, a secret operation 

to install taps on the underwater communications cables con-

necting the Soviet ballistic missile submarine base at Petro-

pavlovsk on the Kamchatka Peninsula with Moscow’s Pacific 

Fleet headquarters at Vladivostok. 

The taps, installed by divers and their ROVs, allowed Wash-

ington to listen in on message traffic to Soviet nuclear forces. 

Conducted at the bottom of the frigid Sea of Okhotsk, the Ivy 

Bells missions were conducted at the highest level of secrecy, 

as the Soviets would have quickly abandoned the use of un-

derwater cables had they known they were compromised. 

Halibut was decommissioned on November 1, 1975, af-

ter 1,232 dives and more than sixteen years of service [7]. The 

ship had earned two Presidential Unit citations (the second in 

1972 for Ivy Bells missions) and a Navy Unit Citation. The 

role of submarines in espionage, however, continued: she was 

succeeded in the role of special missions submarine by 

USS Parche. Today, USS Jimmy Carter—a sub with a partic-

ularly low profile [8]—is believed to have taken on the task. 

The role of submarines in intelligence gathering continues. 

 

Kyle Mizokami is a defense and national-security writer 

based in San Francisco who has appeared in the Diplomat, 

Foreign Policy, War is Boring and the Daily Beast. In 2009 

he cofounded the defense and security blog Japan Security 

Watch. You can follow him on Twitter: @KyleMizokami [9]. 

This appeared last year and is being reposted due to reader 

interest.  

 

 

Source URL (retrieved on July 2, 2017): http://

nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret-us-navy-

submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=oBQ-4c85T-wC&lpg=PA51&vq=uss%20halibut%20thrusters&dq=uss%20halibut%20thrusters&pg=PA51#v=snippet&q=uss%20halibut%20thrusters&f=false
http://aboutsubs.com/halibut.htm
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/exposed-the-us-navys-most-super-secret-spy-submarine-15223
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/exposed-the-us-navys-most-super-secret-spy-submarine-15223
http://twitter.com/kylemizokami
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret-us-navy-submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret-us-navy-submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/how-super-secret-us-navy-submarine-tapped-russias-underwater-21370
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[from p. 13] Submarine Collisions 

 

November 3, 1974: USS James 
Madison 
The Madison (SSBN-627) was 
leaving the US submarine base at 
Holly Loch , Scotland, when she 
collided with a Soviet attack sub 
in the North Sea, according to 

columnist Jack Anderson and the Norwich (Connecticut) Bul-
letin in 1975. Madison drove onto the Soviet boat, which was 
shrouded by the noise of her baffles. One former crewmember 
notes that the Soviet boat was probably one of the Victor 
class. 

 

Late 1981: HMS Sceptre 
This nuclear-powered British attack 
submarine collided with a Soviet nu-
clear sub that she was trailing in the 
northern waters close to the Arctic, 
according to reports released a decade 
later in the British media. One officer 
said Sceptre had lost contact iwht the 
Soviet boat for as long as thirty 

minutes before the collision.  

 

October 1986: USS Augusta 
In an embarrassing and ironic mo-
ment, Augusta (SSN-710) bumped 
into a Soviet missile boat in the 
Atlantic while testing a new, highly 
computerized sonar system that had 
promised to make it easier to detect 
other vessels. Augusta collided with 
a Delta I-class Soviet boat. There 

was confusion that the collision had been with a Soviet Yan-
kee-class which had caught fire and sunk in the same area due 
to an internal missile tube malfunction. 

 

December 24, 1986: HMS Splendid 
According to Russian Navy officials, 
Splendid was surveying a Soviet sub 
in the Northern Fleet’s training range 
in the Barents Sea when the Soviets 
noticed her and tried to escape. The 
Russians say that at this point both 
commanders made maneuvering mis-
takes and the Soviet sub brushed 
Splendid, snagging her towed sonar 
array. The Soviet sub, possibly one of 

the monster Typhoon-class made its way back to port still 
tangled in the array. 

 

February 11, 1992: USS Baton 
Rouge 
Baton Rouge (SSN-689) collided 
with a Russian Sierra-class sub near 
Murmansk. In an unprecedented 
move, and in response to Yeltsin’s 
complaints, the Pentagon publicly 
announced that the collision had 
occurred. 

 

March 20, 1993: USS Grayling 
Grayling (SSN-646) collided with a 
Russian Delta III missile sub in the 
Barents Sea. No one was hurt but Pres-
ident Clinton was furious that the navy 
was still taking such risks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://everything2.com/title/Scotland
https://everything2.com/title/Connecticut
https://everything2.com/title/baffles
https://everything2.com/title/attack+submarine
https://everything2.com/title/attack+submarine
https://everything2.com/title/Arctic
https://everything2.com/title/towed+sonar+array
https://everything2.com/title/towed+sonar+array
https://everything2.com/title/Typhoon
https://everything2.com/title/Yeltsin
https://everything2.com/title/Pentagon
https://everything2.com/title/Clinton
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The Next Big Thing in Undersea Warfare 

May Be Micro 

http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/

Pages/The-Next-Big-Thing-in-Undersea-Warfare-May-Be-

Micro.aspx  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a 

time when the U.S. Navy is pushing to develop and field its 

planned Large Displacement Unmanned Undersea Vehicle 

(LDUUV) and developing an accelerated demonstration plan for 

an even bigger Extra Large Displacement UUV (XLDUUV), one 

new technology start-up sees opportunity at the opposite end of 

the spectrum. Riptide Autonomous Solutions has introduced a 

new product dubbed a micro-Unmanned Undersea Vehicle 

(UUV) and it has started to make deliveries of this new class of 

UUV into the Navy development labs and to commercial and 

academic clients. 

 

UUVs have a history dating back to 1957 with the Special Pur-

pose Underwater Research Vehicle (SPURV) developed by the 

University of Washington’s Applied Physics Laboratory. Aca-

demia and special government programs drove the early decades 

of research, but advancements were slow. Throughout the 1960s, 

1970s, and 1980s, more rapid growth came for the Remotely 

Operated Undersea Vehicle (ROV) market. It is commonly said 

that the ROV’s single largest advantage is that it has a tether, 

which provides for the ability to remotely power the vehicle as 

well as provide operator-in-the-loop communications and control 

via real-time access to the vehicle’s sensor suite. It has also been 

said that the ROV’s single largest disadvantage is its tether, as it 

limits the range of the vehicle to the tether length and the tether 

and tether handling equipment can weigh 10 to 20 times more 

than the vehicle, making deployment and logistics a challenge. 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, advancements were made by 

several academic and scientific research organizations in the de-

sign of lower-cost, autonomous vehicles that leveraged available 

technologies in commercial computer processing coupled with 

lower-power ROV sensors. Several large U.S. defense contrac-

tors such as Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and Northrop Grumman 

led major program development efforts for the Navy during this 

period. With declining defense budgets in the early 2000s, small-

er UUV start-ups established their footing on smaller procure-

ments for U.S. and international defense, scientific, and commer-

cial clients. 

Since the 2010 timeframe, the market has grown steadily as the 

U.S. Navy released three large ($50M to $100M) multi-year pro-

grams for Autonomous Undersea Vehicles (AUVs) and oceano-

graphic gliders, commercial oil and gas expanded to deeper fields 

off South America, Africa, and Asia, and environmental monitor-

ing requirements grew. Recent market studies suggest the current 

UUV market globally is about $2B, and that it is set to double by 

2020. 

As the U.S. Navy lays out its strategy and future force structure, 

which is supported by numerous studies and war games, it views 

the stealth, survivability, and warfighting dominance of its under-

sea capabilities as providing a significant advantage. The long 

standing U.S. supremacy in undersea warfare has become in-

creasingly challenged over time, however, as other nations field 

increasingly more robust and cost-effective platforms in growing 

numbers. To supplement limited submarine platform quantities, 

the U.S. Navy is looking to employ more unmanned systems to 

extend the sensor range of the submarine and act as force multi-

pliers. 

To date, military use of UUVs has largely been driven by Explo-

sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) requirements. They are used to 

perform the dull, dirty, or dangerous tasks that take the Sailor out 

of the minefield. They are launched from, recovered by, and of-

ten maintained on surface support craft that chaperone these ve-

hicles by maintaining reasonably close stand-off ranges for mis-

sions that typically last from 8 to 24 hours. As the Submarine 

Force looks to operationally employ UUVs going forward, these 

same EOD mission durations and concepts of operations are not 

aligned to the submarine mission requirement. The submarine 

has vastly superior sensing capabilities and situational awareness 

compared to the UUV, not to mention decision making capabil-

ity. Submarines need UUVs to go beyond their sensor coverage 

range and operate for some period of time (depending on the 

mission) without requiring the submarine to constantly provide 

care and direction. This allows the submarine to focus on higher 

priority missions versus shepherding one or more deployed 

UUVs. Unless the vehicle can operate on its own for a period of 

days to weeks, it offers limited operational utility to the subma-

rine. This is what has driven the U.S. Navy to look to larger, 

more capable and costlier UUV platforms that can store enough 

energy to operate for these longer periods. As with all military 

systems, though, as price increases, quantities decrease, and there 

is a quality in quantity. 

 

[See Undersea Warfare p. 25]       

 

 

http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/Pages/The-Next-Big-Thing-in-Undersea-Warfare-May-Be-Micro.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/Pages/The-Next-Big-Thing-in-Undersea-Warfare-May-Be-Micro.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/underseawarfaremagazine/Pages/The-Next-Big-Thing-in-Undersea-Warfare-May-Be-Micro.aspx


25  

Vol. 21 Issue 3 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2017 

 

[from p. 24] Undersea Warfare 

 

As a new market entrant, Riptide set out to develop a small, ca-

pable UUV platform that could be fielded affordably in high 

quantities. To accomplish this, it aligned to a standard A-sized 

sonobuoy form factor (4.88” diameter) and targeted a vehicle 

price on par with expendable, single-use systems like sonobuoys 

and Expendable Mobile ASW Training Targets (EMATTs). It 

sought to drive cost down while increasing flexibility through 

modularity in both hardware and software. As demonstrated by 

its initial pre-production deliveries, Riptide was able to produce a 

300m-rated UUV via highly flexible 3D printing fabrication 

techniques. The vehicles built to date have both free-flooded or 

dry payload volumes. They have been configured with single and 

dual frequency sonars, 360 degree cameras, and acoustic mo-

dems with more configurations in production. The standard vehi-

cle is approximately 40 inches long and weighs about 22 lbs. It is 

powered by 144 alkaline AA batteries for their reasonably good 

energy density (on par with rechargeable lithium), world-wide 

availability, and unrestricted safety and shipping regulations 

(unlike lithium). With the high emphasis Riptide put into the 

hydrodynamic and electrical efficiency of the vehicle, this ena-

bles most payloads to run for 24 to 48 hours, depending on pay-

load power and vehicle speed. 

How does that achieve the days-to-weeks requirement for the 

Submarine Force? For this new class of UUV, Riptide has estab-

lished an exclusive partnership with Open Water Power. Open 

Water is in development of an aluminum seawater energy system 

that provides a significantly higher energy density than all known 

lithium battery chemistries, both rechargeable and non-

rechargeable, as well as all known fuel cells. Under initial Navy 

certification testing, it was also found to be highly safe given that 

the aluminum alloy is readily machinable with no added safety 

precautions. Open Water has demonstrated multiple cell stacks 

operating at greater than 10X the energy density of rechargeable 

lithium. Riptide will commence initial trials of the Open Water 

energy system by May of 2017. Initial design concepts predict 

that the micro-UUV will be able to store approximately 5 kWh of 

energy, which will provide the vehicle with a range of about 

1,500 nautical miles at 2.8 knots. 

 

In 2011, then Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Gary Roughead 

issued a challenge to the UUV industry to deliver a 1,000 nauti-

cal mile UUV. Many developed conceptual solutions, but the 

cost to deliver was prohibitive. Riptide, enabled by Open Water 

Power, is very close to delivering that capability in a highly af-

fordable vehicle that weighs less than 25 lbs. 

But what can it do? Ultimately, the vehicle, enabled by the power 

system, is the transport mechanism for the sensor or payload. The 

mission dictates the appropriate sensor. Reasonably high pow-

ered active sensors like sonars could be fielded for a few days to 

a week depending on their required power levels. Lower-power 

oceanographic sensors such as those used on gliders, hydro-

phones or magnetometers are ideal for longer-duration missions 

lasting up to a month. With an 8 to 10 knot speed capability, 

short-duration rapid expendable neutralization missions are also 

an option. In the past 18 months since starting out, Riptide has 

seen keen interest from various sensor providers for new, lower-

cost, smaller variants of their standard sensor products. As quan-

tities increase, greater savings are also realized, but it is im-

portant to note that secondary benefits exist as more systems are 

fielded, such as improved reliability and improved performance. 

So, where is it going? In the U.S. Navy as well as in the global 

market, the demands for unmanned undersea systems are increas-

ing. As with most operational needs, no platform is ideal for eve-

ry scenario. Each platform offers advantages and disadvantages 

that need to be factored into their selection. With cost tending to 

be a major consideration, it is foreseen that there will be several 

XLDUUVs, potentially tens of LDUUVs, hundreds of Medium 

Displacement UUVs (MDUUVs), and possibly thousands of mi-

cro-UUVs. Each will offer its own unique set of capabilities for 

the future fleet. 

Jeffrey M. Smith is the President of Riptide Autonomous Solu-

tions. He has spent his 23-year plus career supporting the U.S. 

Navy and the Submarine Force. 
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Each Primary Base Member gets one vote.  Please mark your choices below.  You 
may enter a write-in candidate if so desired in the indicated space below.  Write 
in Candidates must be a Primary Base Member of a Base in Western District 4, 
who has served as a Base Officer, in good standing, and have agreed to serve if 
elected.  Please Mark your ballot and send to Bob Bissonnette, Western Regional 
Director via (U.S. Postal Service) – Bob Bissonnette, 1525 Walbollen St., Spring 
Valley, CA 91977-3748 or put your check mark in the appropriate place and send 
it as an E-Mail attachment or Base Commanders send me an E-Mail telling me 
your vote count for the indicated nominee(s). My email address is: rjbis-

sonnette2011@gmail.com . 
 

Remember, this is a democratic society and it is your right to vote so exercise that right today in preparation 
for the forthcoming elections of your city, county, state and federal electorate.  

EVERY Vote Counts and your vote is important! 
I would appreciate receiving your ballots by Wednesday Aug 30, 2017. 

V/R, 

Bob Bissonnette, WRD 

 

Western District 4 Commander                            

 

 

 

  

                 James DeMott, Bremerton Base 

  
 

  

               Write In 

  

 

Western Region District Commander 4 Ballot 
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