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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their 

country.  That their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 

accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to 

gather for the mutual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Submariners shall be strengthened by 

camaraderie.  We support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in various projects and 

deeds that will bring about the perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our 

submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

Point your browser to http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  for a color copy with 
more links and definition than this printed black and white copy! 

USSVI Purpose and Creed 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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  Holland Club  
Chairman 

Dick Litscher 
360.373.1838 

nolitch@comcast.net 

 

 Vice Commander 
Ways and Means 
Don Carpenter 

360.908.3134 
drcarp683@msn.com 

  Bonefish Manager  
NWCPOA Rep   
Sam Swenson 
360.275.3638            

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

 Past Commander 
Jim DeMott 
360.895.0547 

jedemott@hotmail.com  

    

 Chief of the Boat 
Wayne Peterson 

360.265.0266 
bronc4life@yahoo.com 
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Go to page 8  to continue 

From the Editor  

• Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs 

• http://www.dva.wa.gov/about-wdva/brochures-and-newsletters 

• Don’t forget to check out the on-line links for FB, Blogs, and More! 

• The printed version has an older Membership and Treasurer’s Report 

• Volume 22 Issue 1 (Jan-Feb-Mar 2018) will be published in February 2018  — the due date for input is 

February 01, 2018.  

 

Dave Pittman drpittman@wavecable.com  

Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  

 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star 
Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to 
drpittman@wavecable.com  

Stay in the Loop  

 The Gertrude Check (Bremerton Base website) - current information on base activities, members, on-
line news, and calendar http://gertrude-check.org/  

 Bremerton Base Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-
USSVI/295687423906027 

 USSVI website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 
All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it 
makes no difference. If you are Qualified in Submarines we want you in United States 
Submarine Veterans. Inc. 
 

We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the elite fighting force of the United 
States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from the very early boats: 
S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

http://www.dva.wa.gov/about-wdva/brochures-and-newsletters
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
http://gertrude-check.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
C:/Users/drpit/Submarine Veterans 7 23 17/2017 Puget Soundings 4 Oct Nov Dec/USSVI Application.pdf


4  

Vol. 21 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Hello fellow Submariners and Associate Members, 

              

     Well here we are in November. As I write this we are ex-

periencing our first snow of the season, and it is only the 3rd. 

We have also lost power a few times and I write this in the 

dark by the light of a lantern. Good times. I hope you are all 

doing well. It has been a busy year and I think we have had a 

good time and the Bremerton Base is doing well. As always, 

I have a few items to cover and share with you. First and 

foremost, I want to thank ALL base members that support 

our endeavors throughout the year. I do appreciate it. 

     I would like to congratulate Jim DeMott on his success on 

becoming Western District 4 Commander. Jim has been a 

steady and influential leader for Bremerton Base and I know 

he will continue to lead on a larger platform and accomplish 

good things to better U.S.S.V. I.  I still find myself seeking 

advice from Jim, and he is always available and gives guid-

ance for me. Thanks for your service Jim. 

     As 2017 comes to a close, I just want to mention a few 

things. I believe we have had a successful year. One of the 

major events this year was the Bremerton Base and American 

Legion Post 149 co-sponsoring the summer picnic this year. 

The reasoning behind this decision was to hopefully increase 

membership for both groups, enjoy some camaraderie, and 

HAVE FUN!!! I have had positive feedback on the picnic 

and it has been recommended we do it again with a few 

changes. Any additional comments and feedback would be 

greatly appreciated. 

     The parades and different events throughout the year were 

well attended. We just celebrated Veterans Day weekend and 

we had about a dozen Bremerton base members join Seattle 

base at the Auburn Veterans Day parade. I believe the weath-

er may have discouraged a few people, but overall, we had a 

great time. The rain stopped during the staging of the parade 

and during the parade. We actually stayed pretty dry. The 

crowd was large, appreciative, and very welcoming for all. 

We had the Color Guard from Naval Hospital parade our 

colors and the did an awesome job. I believe we may retain 

their services for future events. They are truly professional 

and sharp in their duties. 

     We are in our Winter schedule now and I hope to see you 

at our Saturday morning meetings. I can promise you fresh 

hot coffee and Dallas Donuts for refreshments. Always a 

good time. 

     Once again, I would like to take the time to thank the indi-

viduals that take on the responsibility to hold office and chair 

our many committees for our base. I truly appreciate all you 

do for our base and membership. Without these dedicated 

individuals, our base would not be as successful as it is. 

      And a thank you to all our members. Whether you attend 

the soup downs, parades, volunteer at our events, or help in 

any other way, I thank you. We have a great base, and I truly 

enjoy seeing you at our events. With all that is going on in 

this country and world, I feel confident I can enjoy our base 

events and camaraderie and friendship for a few hours a 

month at least, and have a good time. 

                    

 I am still going to leave my main goals here. I still feel they 

are important. 

      

Membership – Our membership is what makes our base so 

successful and strong. My goal is to keep our membership 

strong and hopefully recruit more members. We have an 

awesome resource being so close to a submarine base. My 

intention is to communicate with the boats and shore com-

mands and interface with the active duty force. Membership 

has been holding steady at approximately 250-260 members. 

We as a base, need to communicate our creed and all that we 

do for the community, not to mention the fun we have. I also 

ask that our current members contact one of your former 

shipmates and invite them to one of our meetings or events, 

just to check us out. 

 

Primary and Secondary individuals for Committees – I 

feel we need to have a 2nd person familiar with the many 

committees we have. Starting with the Treasurers' position on 

down to Puget Soundings. My goal here is to have someone 

familiar with the duties and responsibilities of each position. 

We do many good things and support events throughout the 

year. For example, scholarship raffle and applications, mem-

bership, parades, Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I 

just feel if an individual is on vacation or unable to continue 

as the primary chairman, we need someone else to step up. 

Just like on the boats, we had a primary and secondary for all 

major collateral duties. 

 

[See Commander’s Comments p. 5]       
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[from p. 4] Commander’s Comments 

 

As I finish my 1st term as your Commander, I want to thank 

you for your support. It has been quite a ride and I have en-

joyed it. I consider participating in the various veteran organi-

zations as my hobby. I feel it is important to support all, 

whether it is U.S.S.V.I., American Legion, VFW, or Fleet Re-

serve. Most of all, I enjoy interfacing with fellow veterans 

from all branches, as we are all brothers who served this great 

country. 

 

 Well, that is all for now. I look forward to seeing you all at 

future events. If there is anything I can assist you with, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as your 

Base Commander. Be safe and take care my friends. 

 

Steve Corcoran 

Base Commander 

U.S.S.V.I. Bremerton Base 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I send this message. Today, I received an e-mail from the National Office that informed 

me of the passing of  Norman D. "Shorty" Garoutte, on 

 

Sunday, October 29th, 2017. Norman qualified in submarines on the USS Grayback (SSG- 574) in 1958. He also served 

on SSBN- 619, SSBN-645, SSN-592, 

 

SS-334, SSBN-655, and SSBN-642. Norman was a CMDCM(SS) when he left the Navy. He joined U.S.S.V.I. in 2001, 

and was a member of the Bremerton Base and the 

 

Holland Club. With Norman departing on Eternal Patrol, let it be known we have lost another hero. Sailor, rest your 

oar! 

Fred Borgmann Wins 2017 Joe Negri Award 
Bremerton Base  Member and USSVI National Office Manager 

Fred Borgmann was awarded the 2017 Joe Negri Award for 

outstanding service to the USSVI. This is the highest award that 

can presented to a member. This award, named for the WWII 

subvet and primary founder of USSVI, is awarded to the mem-

ber who, by his personal individual efforts and participation 

during the preceding year contributed the most to the advance-

ment and embodiment of the USSVI Creed and Agenda. Who 

by his dedicated service and support to our USSVI organization 

and his fellow Submarine Veteran Brethren exemplifies the 

meaning and spirit of the word,  Shipmate.' 

Annual Christmas Party  
 

Saturday, December 16th   at Bremerton Elks Lodge 1181 (4131 Pine Rd NE, Bremerton, 
WA 98310). $20.00 per ticket: send your check made out to USSVI Bremerton Base to: 
USSVI Bremerton Base PO Box 465, Silverdale WA 98380-0465. Deadline for tickets is De-
cember 8th

. 

http://www.bpoe1181.org/?b=
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Bremerton Base Boosters—2017 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit  Citation 

$1—$19.99 $20—$29.99 $30—$49.99 $50—$99.99 $100+ 

Fred Borgmann 
Jody Bessert 

Dennis Anderson 
Don Quinn 

Ileene Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terral Gray 

Dennis Nardone 
 (IMO Bruce Loughridge) 

Tommy Robinson 
James Demott  
Larry Kramer 
Albert Durkee 
William Acord 

 Leo Taflin 
 David Pittman 
Burton Tharp 

Kevin Sheehan 
Jan Stiffey 

Willie Williamson 
Ken Wilkens 

Albert Rieboldt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don Bassler 
(IMO Bruce Loughridge) 
Tommy Robinson 

Lee Romero 
Tommy Robinson 
 (IMO Hank Hollis) 

Don Bassler 
(IMO Elliott Abram) 

Lynne Ryan 
Thomas Reed  

William Cutler 
Merle Parise 

George Schaefer 
James Foote 
Paul Lucas 

Angus McColl 
Wayne Sieckowski 

 

 

 

 
 

 Thomas G. Reed 
Jim Van Doren 

Paul Christofferson (3) 
Dennis Nardone (2) 

Bobby Baker 
Don Bassler 

(IMO Hollis, Thurlow & Den-
son) 

Melvin Cross 
Earl Henson 
Jim Adkins 

William Mulvenna 
David Niemy 

Sam Swenson Jr  
Steve Corcoran  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

 

Welcome Aboard 

Lee Berry (John Marshall, Sam Houston, Cusk, Pomfret, Nereus, Dixon, 

Gurnard, Gudgeon & Scamp) 

Eileen Davis (Michigan) 

Jason Foster (Michigan) 

Vickram Persaud (Michigan) 

Southern Figueroa (Michigan) 

Suraya Mattocks (Michigan). 

Kitsap County Veterans  Memorials and Museums  

Written and researched by Marion T Hersey, Historical Memorial Preservationist   

 I would like to cordially invite you to view the Memorials and Museums to Veterans throughout Kitsap County. Over the past 
6 years I have led groups in refurbishing and cleaning up a lot of these sites. When I started this project in 2010 I did not real-
ize there were so many memorials and museums in our county, the current count is over 100, (This is counting all Boardwalk 
plaques as 1 even though there are over 300).   

http://www.kitsapgov.com/hs/veterans/documents/Kitsap_History_Veterans_Memorials-5_March_2016.pdf  

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
http://www.kitsapgov.com/hs/veterans/documents/Kitsap_History_Veterans_Memorials-5_March_2016.pdf
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“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 
their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. 

 

December Submarine Losses 

 

USS Capelin (SS-289) lost on or after 1-Dec-1943, with 

the loss of 76 crew, when it was sunk off Celebes, possibly 

off Kaoe Bay; Halmahera or in Molukka Passage. No re-

ports were made from boat after it left Darwin around 17-

Nov-1943. Potential loss date spread given as 23-Nov-

1943 to 9-Dec- 1943. 

 

USS Sealion (SS-195) lost on 10-Dec-1941 when it was 

scuttled in Manila Bay after damage at Cavite. Bombed on 

10 December 1941 with the loss of four crew. Damage was 

sufficient to preclude removal to home waters when Philip-

pines were surrendered. First American submarine lost 

during World War II. Portions of wreckage remained in 

place until late 1950’s when it was sold for scrapping. 

 

USS F-1 [ex-Carp] (SS-20) lost on 17-Dec-1917, with the 

loss of 19 crew, when it was sunk after collision with USS 

F-3 off San Clemente, CA. 

 

USS S-4 (SS-109) lost on 17-Dec-1927, with the loss of 40 

crew, when it was sunk after ramming by USCG Paulding. 

Hull raised and used for study in submarine escape. 

 

Submarine Warfare of World War II  

(rare documentary) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=YQ4KmpdHUVs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bremerton Base Leads USSVI Subvets 
in Annual Auburn Veterans Day Parade 
 
On Saturday, November 11th, ten Bremerton Base Subvets 
joined 20-plus other Subvets from the Seattle Base and 
Thresher Motorcycle Base in the annual parade down Au-
burn's Main Street to the cheers of hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of spectators who respect our military, both past & 
present.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two active duty sailors from Naval Hospital Bremerton led 
the contingent bearing the American and Navy Flags. 

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ4KmpdHUVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ4KmpdHUVs
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In 1942, U.S. Marines Launched a 

Raid from Submarines Straight out 

of an 80s Action Movie 

 

Sebastien Roblin  

September 16, 2017 

 

http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/1942-us-marines-

launched-raid-submarines-straight-out-80s-22326 

 

On a stormy night, U.S. Marines set off secretly from subma-

rines to assault a remote island base. They are led by a contro-

versial commander with radical new ideas. And the son of the 

sitting U.S. president is one of his officers. 

The Makin raid in 1942 might seem to have the implausible 

plot of an action movie—and in fact, one year later it would 

become one! But it was a deadly real for both the American 

and Japanese troops involved. What was arguably the first 

combat operation ever undertaken by a U.S. military special 

forces unit nearly ended in complete disaster. 

At the outbreak of World War II, President Franklin D. Roo-

sevelt requested that the marines form an “unconventional 

warfare” unit to conduct raids behind enemy lines modeled 

after British commandos. U.S. Marine Corps brass disliked the 

idea, but reluctantly formed two battalions of “Raiders”—and 

appointed a black sheep of the USMC to lead one of them. 

Lt. Col. Evans Carlson had been wounded in action as an ar-

my captain in World War I, decorated with the Navy Cross for 

defeating bandits in Nicaragua as a marine lieutenant, be-

friended FDR while commanding his guard detachment in 

Georgia, and then accompanied and observed Communist 

insurgents fighting the Japanese in China. There, Carlson met 

key leaders such as Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping and de-

veloped an appreciation for the tactics, team spirit and zeal of 

the Communist guerilla units. Upon returning to the United 

States, Carlson resigned his commission to advocate against 

Japanese expansionism, before reenlisting shortly before the 

U.S. entry into World War II. 

Carlson sought to instill in his Raiders the team spirit that he 

had observed in China, a quality he called gung ho, based on 

the Mandarin Chinese words gōng (work) and hé (and/

together). Ironically, gung ho was not an actual Chinese idi-

om, but would soon become a term in English. The marine 

leader believed in giving more initiative to subordinates and 

breaking down the barriers between officers and enlisted men, 

which did little to endear him to his superiors. 

The Pacific War began with six months of defeats for U.S. 

forces until the decisive turning point in the naval battle of 

Midway. In August 1942, the U.S. Navy and Marines were 

ready to go on the offensive with an amphibious landing on 

the island of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. However, 

Pacific Commander-in-Chief Adm. Chester Nimitz also con-

ceived of a commando raid to divert Japanese forces and gath-

er intel. He ultimately dispatched A and B company of 

Carlson’s Raiders to launch a hit-and-run raid on a Japanese 

seaplane base on Makin Island, allotting them a month of pre-

paratory training time. 

Makin, now known as Butaritari, is a tiny triangular-shaped 

atoll at the northern tip of the Gilbert Islands, located just 

north of the equator between Hawaii and Papua New Guinea. 

Seventy-five Japanese personnel, including a platoon of 

around forty-seven Special Naval Landing Force marines, 

maintained a refueling base in the atoll’s lagoon, circum-

scribed by an eight-mile long road. The Allies had only 

sketchy photographic intelligence on the actual Japanese forc-

es present, and estimated there could be as many as 300 troops 

on Makin and a shore battery overlooking the lagoon. 

To get Carlson’s men into striking position, the navy assigned 

two huge cruiser submarines, the USS Nautilus and Argonaut, 

the largest in the U.S. Navy at the time. Designed for long-

range patrols, they disposed of two powerful 6-inch deck 

guns, and each displaced more than 4,000 tons submerged. 

Even with two 100-meter long super-subs, there was just bare-

ly enough room to fit 221 men of A and B Company on board, 

forcing them to depart minus a platoon from each company. 

One man Carlson tried to leave behind was Maj. James Roose-

velt—the thirty-five-year old son of the U.S. president. De-

spite having served as a political counselor and even secret 

diplomat on behalf of FDR, the young Roosevelt had been 

enlisted in the marines after the outbreak of World War II. An 

advocate of the Raider concept, he pulled strings with his fa-

ther to ensure he got a place on the raid. 

Conditions during the transit were miserable, with the Raiders 

packed into vacated torpedo storage tubes. The submarines’ 

ventilation systems could not prevent the air from growing 

thin and temperatures from rising to over 90 degrees Fahren-

heit. [See Raid p. 9]                                                            
 

 
Submarine Terminology:  42 and a wake-up – actually, any number and a wake-up. Counting down to going home, 
retirement, or any other significant event.  

http://nationalinterest.org/profile/sebastien-roblin
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/1942-us-marines-launched-raid-submarines-straight-out-80s-22326
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/1942-us-marines-launched-raid-submarines-straight-out-80s-22326


9  

Vol. 21 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2017 

 

 

[From p. 8] Raid 

Unwilling to risk entering the line of fire of a potential shore 

battery, the Nautilus arced sixty-five 6-inch shells over the 

palm tree line into the lagoon. By remarkable luck, the indi-

rect fire sank two vessels, causing a transport to burst into 

flames and a patrol boat to catch fire. But then a mistaken 

sighting of an enemy airplane caused the submarine to dive, 

bringing an end to the naval gunfire support. 

Suddenly a bugle sounded, and the Japanese troops rushed the 

Raiders, screaming Banzai! But the attempt to swarm the larg-

er force of Raiders ended disastrously, with the attackers all 

cut down at short range. Undeterred, the bugle later rang a 

second time and the Japanese launched a second suicide attack 

in which Kanimetsu’s marine platoon  was mostly wiped out, 

though intermittent sniper continued from a few dozen survi-

vors. Worried that there were even more reinforcements in the 

wings, Carlson decided not to press the attack on the Japanese 

base. 

At 1:30 PM the reinforcements arrived—from the air. A doz-

en Mitsubishi F1M floatplanes swooped down on the island 

and bombed and strafed it for an hour, sending the Raiders 

scurrying for cover but failing to inflict any casualties. Then 

one of the F1Ms and a huge Kawanishi flying boat came in for 

a landing at the lagoon. The Raiders nearby blazed away at the 

aircraft with their machineguns and anti-tank rifles, setting the 

smaller float plane ablaze. The seaplane, carrying dozens of 

troops onboard, managed to land on the water. However, the 

volume of incoming fire must have given the pilot second 

thoughts, as it taxied around on the water and took off again 

before crashing into the lagoon. 

 

The colonel decided it was safest to withdraw back to the sub-

marines as planned at 7 PM. However, as they set back off 

into the ocean, his men discovered the motors on their boats 

had ceased working entirely, and the tossing surf and wind 

made it nearly impossible to paddle back to the submarines. 

The exhausted Raiders ditched the useless motors on their 

launches and for five hours made repeated efforts to power 

through the violent waves, losing most of their weapons and 

gear in the process. Eventually, eleven out of eighteen boats 

managed to make it to the American submarines. But by mid-

night, Carlson, Roosevelt and seventy more Raiders, many of 

them wounded, were still stuck on Butaritari. 

Carlson fell into a state of total despair. Out of radio contact 

with the American submarine, he was convinced Japanese 

reinforcements were only hours away. He decided that the 

only hope for his marines—and to save the president’s son in 

particular—was to surrender. He even ordered Cpt. Ralph 

Coyte to draft and deliver a surrender note, which was tenta-

tively handed over to a Japanese soldier found in a native hut. 

But even the attempted surrender went awry—shortly after-

wards, a marine accidentally shot the Japanese soldier carry-

ing the message. The note was later recovered by Japanese 

forces and used for propaganda purposes. 

Individual boats continued to struggle through the waves, 

however, including one with Roosevelt onboard at 8 AM the 

following morning. An hour later, a five man crew led by Ser-

geant Allard volunteered to row back to the atoll while trailing 

a rope that the Raiders could use to pull themselves onto the 

submarine. But as the launch was halfway there, a squadron of 

Japanese planes swooped down upon the Nautilus, dropping 

bombs. The American submarines crash dived and the planes 

strafed the rescue team, apparently killing them. 

By then, Carlson had reassessed the situation, and decided to 

complete the mission on Makin. The Raiders scrounged Japa-

nese supplies weapons to replace the ones that had been 

washed away and set about sabotaging the seaplane base, 

which they found deserted, all the while dodging additional air 

attacks. They proceeded to destroy most of the complex and 

set 1,000 drums of aviation fuel ablaze. Discovering the la-

goon did not have a shore battery after all, Carlson decided his 

men had a better chance of reaching the submarines from 

there instead. 

Using a semaphore lamp, he convinced the Nautilus’s captain 

to enter the lagoon, proving he was not Japanese by referenc-

ing a dinner conversation they had shared earlier. Then the 

Raiders paddled out using a raft rigged together from three of 

the launches tied together with two still-functioning outboard 

motors and native canoes serving as outriggers. They had bar-

tered for the canoe and the burial of their dead from the na-

tives, in exchange for USMC combat knives. 

The new craft made it across to the submarines and the re-

lieved Raiders finally embarked on the voyage home. It was 

still not easy riding—amongst the seventeen wounded sol-

diers, four surgeries had to be performed on the submarine’s 

mess table. Thankfully, all the wounded soldiers survived. 

Carlson’s Raiders arrived back at Pearl Harbor on August 27, 

receiving a hero’s welcome. They reported eighteen dead and 

twelve missing in action, while estimating to have killed 160 

enemy soldiers. [See Raid p. 10] 

 

 

 
Submarine Terminology:  “All I need is a family gram and a diet coke and I am happy to be underway” – Usually 
said by a salty old submariner to a non-qual to indicate how dedicated they are. 
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[From p. 9] Raid 

Twice a day, the boats would surface to allow the Raiders to 

exercise and breath in fresh air for exactly ten minutes on 

deck, before the vessels ducked back into the hot Pacific wa-

ters to avoid air attack. 

At midnight on August 16–17, the two submarines surfaced 

just outside of Makin’s coral reef—only to discover stormy 

waters racked by wind and rain. The first two rubber LCRL 

boats put into the water washed away in the surf. The uninsu-

lated 6-horsepower engines on the remaining launches were 

swamped with seawater and many failed to start. Carlson 

quickly realized that the two-prong attack he had planned 

would be too complicated to execute under  the stormy condi-

tions and instead ordered A and B company to land together. 

However, in the confusion, the boat carrying Lt. Oscar 

Peatross and eleven more Raiders didn’t receive the orders 

and motored off to the western side of the island. 

After struggling for an hour with the surf, Carlson’s Raiders 

finally landed around 5 AM, with some of the units badly 

scattered but apparently undetected. The Raiders were bris-

tling with automatic weapons, as one of Carlson’s innovations 

was to divide his squad into three fireteams, each including 

one rifleman with a semi-automatic M1 Garand rifle for dis-

tance shooting, another man with a Thompson submachinegun 

for close range firepower, and a Browning Automatic Rifle 

gunner to provide covering fire. For heavy weapons, they 

had .30 caliber light machineguns and .55 caliber Boys anti-

tank rifles Carlson had specially requisitioned from the Cana-

dian Army. 

Unfortunately, upon landing a Raider accidentally fired a burst 

from his BAR, eliminating any hope of achieving surprise. 

The garrison’s commander, Chief Petty Officer Kyuzaburou 

Kanemitsu, had already been placed on alert several days ear-

lier, and his men snapped into action, deploying by bike and 

truck to to confront the American invaders. The Raider’s mis-

adventures continued when they captured a Japanese soldier, 

but then grew distracted, and shot the captive when he made a 

break for it. 

Carlson had made contact with the natives of Makin, a few of 

whom spoke pidgin English. They were happy to help the 

Americans, and told them that there were between 160 and 

300 Japanese on the island, and that they had been prepared 

for their coming. Wearily, the Raiders continued the advance 

when at 6 AM the scouts of 1st Platoon of A Company, under 

Lt. Le Francois, spotted Japanese troops dismounting from 

trucks. 

 

Quickly, Le Francois put his platoon into an ambush position 

in a grove of breadfruit trees on high ground. Sgt. Clyde 

Thomason ran down the line of men, adjusting their positions 

as the Japanese approached in skirmish formation. Once the 

Japanese had closed within short range, the marines opened 

fire, wiping out the closest attackers, and blasting the truck’s 

engine with an anti-tank rifle. 

The Japanese response was lethally effective, however. Four 

Type 92 Lewis machine guns raked the Raiders’ positions, 

killing Sergeant Thomason and later badly wounding Le Fran-

cois. Thomason had persisted in standing out of cover to assist 

his men, and posthumously became the first enlisted marine to 

receive the Medal of Honor. Camouflaged snipers strapped to 

palm trees picked off more leaders, killing battalion intel of-

ficer Lt. Jerry Holtom as well as no less than four radio opera-

tors. 

Carlson soon threw in the 2nd Platoon into the fray—it suf-

fered nine casualties in fifteen minutes—then rushed in B 

Company. Raider machine gunner Cpl. Leon Chapman dueled 

with a Japanese machine gun nest at a range of 200 meters, 

unleashing 400 rounds. Inspecting the silenced position after-

wards, Chapman “almost threw up” when realized that he had 

killed a dozen Japanese who had sacrificed themselves one 

after another to man the weapon. 

Meanwhile, Peatross’s squad of a dozen soldiers had landed at 

the second landing zone and advanced unopposed through the 

barracks and into the defender’s command post. The isolated 

squad shot a half dozen surprised Japanese before being 

pinned down by a light machine gun team. Pvt. Vernon Castle 

was hit several times as he advanced, but crawled close 

enough to toss a grenade and kill the crew of three before dy-

ing from his wounds. 

Afterwards, Peatross’s marines shot up a car zooming towards 

the command post, blew up a radio and a truck full of ammu-

nition, and withdrew back to the safety of the Nautilus that 

evening, having lost two additional men. At some point amidst 

the mayhem, they had killed Kanimetsu, who had destroyed 

the classified documents and sent a final message “We are 

dying defending the island.” 

Earlier, the Nautilus had begun blasting the Japanese positions 

with two dozen shells when at 7 AM Carlson radioed intel 

acquired from the natives that there were enemy ships in the 

lagoon. [See Raid p. 11]                                                                                            

                                                                                               

 

Submarine Terminology:  “Cake and cock and we’re outta cake.” – A humorous comeback by Mess Specialist when 
asked what is for chow when it is clearly posted in the Plan of the Day. Usually used when serving bratwurst, kielbasa, 
hot dogs, etc. 
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[From p. 10] Raid 

According to Japanese record, the true toll counted forty-six 

base personnel, plus an unspecified number onboard the de-

stroyed Japanese boats and aircraft. A year later, the film Gung 

Ho! starring Randolph Scott would depict a fictionalized ver-

sion of the Makin raid, adding a fanciful attack-by-steamroller. 

 

However, there were several sad postscripts to the Makin Is-

land raid. Five months later, the Argonaut was sunk in a duel 

with Japanese destroyers, with all hands lost. When U.S. forc-

es seized Makin Island in November 1943 after a grueling 

eleven-day battle, they learned a startling fact from the natives; 

the submarines had inadvertently left behind nine Raiders sep-

arated from the main force—including the five-man rescue 

team, who had washed ashore. After surviving in the wild for a 

week, they negotiated their surrender to Japanese forces. Im-

prisoned for a month at Kwajalein, they were then beheaded 

on the order of Adm. Kōsō Abe due to the logistical inconven-

ience of transporting them back to Japan. After the war, Abe 

was tried and executed for killing POWs, while his two subor-

dinates were sentenced to five and ten years of imprisonment. 

Japanese records, for their part, allege that the corpses of their 

dead were mutilated by the Raiders. 

Carlson and his battalion would go on to distinguish them-

selves again in brutal battles in Guadalcanal. Still detested by 

the brass, he was transferred out of his command in March 

1943, and his replacement ended his doctrinal innovations, 

with one notable exception: his three-fireteam squads would 

become a standard aspect of U.S. Marine organization that 

remains to the present day. Carlson would continue to see 

combat in an advisory role and was wounded in action at Sai-

pan attempting to rescue a wounded marine; he then died from 

heart disease in 1947. As for the Raider battalion, they were 

disbanded in 1944; the Marine leadership had always resented 

the concept, and saw little use for additional special operations 

in the Pacific theater. 

The Makin raid inflicted only minor military damage, and its 

strategic impact is disputed. Some historians contend that it led 

the Japanese military to reinforce the island of Tarawa and 

root out the Allied local spy network, worsening marine losses 

when they invaded Tarawa and Makin in 1943. Others argue 

that the raid achieved its purpose in 1942 by diverting re-

sources from the critical battle unfolding on Guadalcanal. 

Either way, Carlson’s Raiders managed to recover from near 

disaster to deliver a moral boost to the American public, and 

also gave the U.S. military its first lesson in the challenges of 

special opera-

tions—

particularly 

the exfiltration 

part! 

In 2014, sev-

enty years 

after the Raid-

er’s disband-

ment, the Ma-

rine Corps 

redesignated 

its Spe-

cial Op-

erations Regiment the Raider Regiment in honor of their 

World War II predecessors. 

As for the Raiders that fell at Makin, more than a half century 

later, nineteen of them were recovered from graves which had 

been carefully lain by the Butaritari islanders and transported 

by C-130 for burial in the United States. 

Sébastien Roblin holds a master’s degree in conflict resolution 

from Georgetown University and served as a university in-

structor for the Peace Corps in China. He has also worked in 

education, editing and refugee resettlement in France and the 

United States. He currently writes on security and military 

history for War Is Boring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submarine Terminology: Dink List – Delinquent List. A list of non-qualified individuals who are not up to date on 
their qualification’s status. In the older days of submarining this was checked often and a loss of privileges was afford-
ed anyone on the dink list. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvlO8V2snjM
https://warisboring.com/
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USS Nautilus (SF-9/SS-168), a Narwhal-class submarine and 

one of the "V-boats", was the third ship of the United States 

Navy to bear the name.[12] She was originally named and des-

ignated V-6 (SF-9), but was redesignated and given hull classi-

fication symbol SC-2 on 11 February 1925. Her keel was laid 

on 10 May 1927 by the Mare Island Naval Shipyard of Valle-

jo, California. She was launched on 15 March 1930 sponsored 

by Miss Joan Keesling, and commissioned on 1 July 1930 with 

Lieutenant Commander Thomas J. Doyle Jr. in command. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Nautilus_(SS-168)  

 

Awards 

Presidential Unit Citation for her aggressive war patrols in 
enemy-controlled waters. 

 

American Defense Service Medal 

 

Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with 14 battle stars 

 

World War II Victory Medal 

 

 

USS Argonaut (V-4/SF-7/SM-1/A-1/APS-1/SS-166 (never 

formally held this classification)) was a submarine of the Unit-

ed States Navy, the first ship to carry the name. Argonaut was 

laid down as V-4 on 1 May 1925 at Portsmouth Navy Yard. 

She was launched on 10 November 1927, sponsored by Mrs. 

Philip Mason Sears, the daughter of Rear Admiral William D. 

MacDougall, and commissioned on 2 April 1928, Lieutenant 

Commander W.M. Quigley in command. Although never offi-

cially designated as "SS-166", at some point she displayed this 

number on her conning tower.[11] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Argonaut_(SM-1)  

 

Awards 

American Defense Service Medal 

 

Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with 2 battle stars 

 

World War II Victory Medal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narwhal-class_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Nautilus_(SS-168)#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_classification_symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_classification_symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mare_Island_Naval_Shipyard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vallejo,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vallejo,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_naming_and_launching
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_commissioning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_Commander
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_J._Doyle_Jr.&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Nautilus_(SS-168)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Unit_Citation_(US)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Defense_Service_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic-Pacific_Campaign_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II_Victory_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth_Navy_Yard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_naming_and_launching
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sponsor_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rear_admiral_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_commissioning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_commander_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_commander_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Argonaut_(SM-1)#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Argonaut_(SM-1)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Defense_Service_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic-Pacific_Campaign_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II_Victory_Medal


13  

Vol. 21 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2017 

 

2017 Picnic at Elks Draws 50 Plus 
The Base E-board led by Commander Steve Corcoran pre-

sented the 2017 annual base picnic to base members and 

members of  American Legion Post 149 with a pleasurable 

time; which not only included the usual picnic goodies, great 

cooking by COB Wayne Peterson, but also a raffle organized 

by Secretary Wayne Sieckowski.  

 

Steve led off by  introducing WWII Subvet Paul Christopher-

son and a tribute to WWII lost boats for August. Paul gave a 

short, but serious, note about the state of our nation encourag-

ing us to hold the line. 

Live music was then provided by Tuck Dailey; 

which was very entertaining. Of course the 

weather was perfect!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Holland Club Chair Dick Litscher presented Life Member, 

retired Captain Mal Wright with his Holland Club certifi-

cates, patch, pin and challenge coin for his 50 years qualified 

in submarines.  Dick's presentation was respectfully entertain-

ing as usual, and Mal accepted and said some good words 

about the USSVI that makes it all worthwhile.  

 

Then we mixed with others for stories of days gone by and 

some good chow including a roast pig provided and prepared 

by the legionnaires. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Bassler won $195.00 in the 50/50 raffle! 
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Deterrent Park 
Brick Application 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator  

Memories... 

http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Treasurer’s Report 
9/30/2017 
 
2017—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 807.59 

Scholarship Fund: $15,457.82 

General Fund: 25,945.74* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $207.15    

Net Worth: $73,418.30 

 

Base Membership 
9/30/2017 

 

Total Members: 269 

Annual Members:  47 

USSVI Life Members: 200 

Base Life Members: 196 

Holland Club Members: 161 

Annual Associate Members: 6 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 247 

Bremerton Base Calendar  

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! 

http://www.gertrude-check.org/ 

 

Dec 02 E-Board FRA 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

Dec 06 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

Dec 16 (1200) Christmas Party at Bremerton Elks Lodge 1181 

3131 Pine Rd, Bremerton, WA 

 

The 2018 calendar has not been finalized—please use the 

Gertrude Check for your base calendar needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next issue will include 

some history of Sailor Jerry 

and tattooing. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gertrude-check.org/
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U.S. SUBMARINE VETERANS 
BREMERTON BASE 
PO BOX 465 
SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

PUGET SOUNDINGS Quarterly Newsletter                                                           

Volume 21 ISSUE 3 Jul—Aug—Sep 2017 

Issue Date Aug 01, 2017 

NON PROFIT ORG 

U.S. POSTGE 

PAID 

Silverdale WA 

Permit No 111 

Please Pass This Issue to Another Subma-

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

Soup Down Schedule (11:30—13:00) 

Nov 24 Family Pancake House, E 4115 Wheaton Way Bremerton 360-479-0788 

Dec 01 Home Made Café 537 Dekalb St, Port Orchard 360.908.5026 

Dec 08 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-

verdale360.516.6265   

Dec 15 Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.377.8442  

Dec 22 Applebees 3138 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 360.308.8000 

Dec 29 Spiro’s Pizza and Pasta 3201 NW Bucklin Hill Rd Silverdale 

360.698.4100 

 

The 2018 calendar has not been finalized—please use the Gertrude 

Check for your base calendar needs. 

 

Updated Calendar and Photographs  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

Monthly Meetings  

FRA #29 521 National Ave., Bremerton, WA 

 

 

 

Soup Down 
 

Soup Down, on Fridays, was  established by the late  Willie 

Spoon for two equal      purposes: to bring members together on a 

weekly basis to maintain the fraternity, and to encourage the  

establishments to contribute a raffle prize or direct     contribution 

to the Bremerton Base's annual Lt. William "Willie" Spoon Me-

morial Scholarship Fund. 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
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Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 19 September  2017  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 
Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the Sept 19, 2017 

meeting to order at 1900 at the FRA 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

WWII Submarine Veteran Paul Christofferson, Western Dis-

trict 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott, John Clear Olympic Peninsula 

Base founder and John Mansfield past Western District 4 

Cmdr. were in attendance. 

 

Base Member Eileen Davis talked about her Navy career 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports the Base has 

$76,047.95 in various accounts and 266 members  

 

The next meeting will be October 21, 2017 at 1000 at the 

FRA. Note winter hours start. 

 

Base Chaplin and Western District Cmdr. Jim DeMott talked 

about the previous National Convention. Fred Borgmann was 

awarded the Joe Negri Award. 

 

Base Chaplin Fred Borgmann reports Ed Miller’s memorial 

will be on October 7 at 1430 at the Bremerton Elks. 

 

Newsletter Editor Dave Pitman reports the deadline for sub-

mitting articles for the upcoming edition is November 14. 

 

Deterrent Park brick install is November 4 and bricks have to 

be purchased by October 24. 

 

WWII Subvet Paul Christofferson talked about how lucky we 

are to have Deterrent Park 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran reports we had a good base picnic 

and next year’s picnic will be August 11 at the Elk’s picnic 

area. He also reports a good turnout at Hank and Kay Hollis’s 

memorial service. The base donated $1,000.00 to USSVI 

Brother Fund. 

 

Rich Dusato won $65.00 in the 50/50 raffle. 

  

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

On the high seas!  
 

A merchant captain and several of his officers were re-

turning to the ship after an evening of partying ashore.  

 

As they climbed the gangway, the captain threw up all 

over himself.  

 

Pointing to an apprentice seaman above him, he shouted, 

"Give that man five days in the brig for vomiting!"  

 

The following morning the captain was checking the log 

and saw that the young seaman had been sentenced to ten 

days and asked the chief mate why.  

 

"Well Sir, when we got you undressed we found that he'd 

also took a dump in your pants."  

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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From: USSVI POC: John E. Markiewicz <NSVC@ussvi.org> 
Date: Fri, Sep 8, 2017 at 10:45 AM 
Subject: USSVI OFFICIAL BUSINESS: SubVet News - #2017-049 
To: "Stephen J. Corcoran" <stephenjcorcoran@gmail.com> 
 
 
Date: 9/8/2017 
To: Distribution List 
 
========================================================= 
NEWS-01: NO DUES FOR ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL JOINING USSVI FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF THEIR MEMBER-
SHIP 
Submitted by: John E. Markiewicz on 9/8/2017 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Earlier this year the Board of Directors authorized a change to our membership dues that: 
 
“Any active duty member of any of the armed services who wish to join USSVI as a regular or associate member will not be 
charged dues for their first calendar year of membership.” 
 
This new policy had been placed on hold until the new website went live, however, with the latest delays to that happening, we 
have decided to implement it effective immediately for the 2018 calendar year. 
 
This means any active duty person who joins for 2018, commencing immediately, will not be charged dues until or unless they 
renew in December of 2018. Their dues will be listed as paid in full until December 31 of 2018. 
 
There are some restrictions: 
1. An application must be sent to the National Office as usual. 
2. They will not receive a membership card until their first renewal in December of 2018. 
3. they will receive only the electronic version of the American Submariner. 
 
JOHN MARKIEWICZ 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:NSVC@ussvi.org
mailto:stephenjcorcoran@gmail.com
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The Arctic Frontier Lesley Stahl, CBS News, September 

10  

  

The sea ice over the Arctic is melting and shrinking so fast we 

will see in our lifetime something that hasn't happened, it's 

believed, since the end of the last Ice Age: the opening of an 

ocean, the Arctic Ocean, and with that access to trade routes 

and trillions of dollars worth of oil and natural gas, almost as 

much as the entire U.S. economy. But, as we reported last fall, 

this isn't a story about climate change; this is a story about the 

competition for those riches. The Russians, for instance, have 

already amassed a major military presence in the region. It's 

also about pioneers -- U.S. scientists and naval personnel -- 

learning to tough it out in the harshness of this still ice-

covered frontier. We discovered just how harsh. On a trip to 

the Arctic. The Arctic Ocean sits on top of the globe, encir-

cled by Russia, which encompasses about half of its coastline: 

Norway, Greenland, Canada. And the United States, thanks to 

Alaska.  We flew -- as guests of the Navy -- from Prudhoe 

Bay, Alaska, 200 miles in the direction of the North Pole. 

Over fractured, thinning ice, to a spot where the ice was still 

thick enough to support this base camp. It was a small, tempo-

rary village disrupting the peace and purity of the ice, white as 

far as the eye can see.  The camp was built for a scientific and 

military exercise, called ICEX 2016. [Lesley Stahl: Hi every-

one. How do you do? Nice to meet you.] For five weeks, this 

no man's land of ice was home to an expeditionary team of 

sailors, scientists and engineers whose mission was to under-

stand how to survive in maybe the most hostile conditions on 

Earth. The Navy says those taking part in this exercise are the 

first humans ever to set foot on this part of the planet. Lesley 

Stahl: It's actually beautiful beyond belief isn't it? Chuck 

McGuire: It really is.  Chuck McGuire was one of the first to 

arrive. He's an engineer with the University of Washington's 

applied physics lab that was brought in to build this camp 

from scratch. Lesley Stahl: So you get off the plane. There's 

nothing. Chuck McGuire: Yeah. Lesley Stahl: There's no 

shelter, there's no indoors. Chuck McGuire: No. Lesley Stahl: 

There was just ice? Chuck McGuire: Ice everywhere. That's 

right. Lesley Stahl: And you say, "How am I gonna survive?" 

Chuck McGuire: You pick up a hammer and start building.  

They built a makeshift city called Sargo for roughly 60 peo-

ple, consisting of a command post, tight living quarters, a 

mess hall stocked with food airlifted in weekly and some very 

primitive toilet facilities. Chuck McGuire: That outhouse is 

really cold. Lesley Stahl: That outhouse is awful. Oh my god! 

Lesley Stahl: What about water? You can't just eat the ice, 

right? Chuck McGuire: You can if you know what you're 

looking for. This ice mining team knows what to look for: 

"old sea ice" that's been baking in the sun long enough that 

the salt has leached out. They bring back chunks to melt down 

into the camp's only drinking water. Chuck McGuire: All the 

things that you take for granted in normal civilization, right, 

shelter, food, the ease of going to the bathroom, right?  That is 

all different out here. Lesley Stahl: What qualities do you 

think it takes to stay here and survive out here for weeks? 

Chuck McGuire: I think maybe you have to be a little off ini-

tially. And really understand that everything outside that door 

is trying to kill you here. [Man: Another successful day here 

at Sargo.]  There's a daily briefing in the command post to 

coordinate the various researchers who are studying and try-

ing to understand this part of the world as they plan for a 

more sustained presence here. They're analyzing among other 

things. Scott Parker: The ice floe's moved about nine miles to 

the west northwest today. How climate change is affecting the 

way the ice here drifts and migrates. Lesley Stahl: It feels like 

you're on land, you get the sense that you're on land – it's very 

firm you know, a plane could land, but we're moving which is 

kind of astonishing. Luers: I think every day it's interesting to 

wake up and recognize you're 8 or 9 miles from where you 

were the day before.  It looks the same, but it's pretty interest-

ing to try and figure that out. The ice moves that much every 

day in unpredictable directions because of the currents under-

water and the wind above.    Forecaster: Down here, we're 23 

degrees Celsius. Also unpredictable is the weather. We met a 

team of meteorologists using balloons to help with forecasting 

which is key for any military operation. Scott Parker: So, 

these balloons measure your temperature, your dew point, the 

wind speed.  

  

Commander Scott Parker, a meteorologist with the Navy's 

Atlantic submarine force, says there's virtually no weather 

data collected up here.  In other parts of the world, meteorolo-

gists rely on satellites for forecasting, but up here near the 

North Pole satellite coverage is minimal.  Lesley Stahl: How 

cold does it get up here? 'Cause it's- right now, I don't know 

if— Scott Parker: It is freezing, right? Lesley Stahl: --people 

can see, it's terribly— Scott Parker: The lowest we've had is-- 

is 26° below Fahrenheit, and today's actually our warmest 

day— Lesley Stahl: Come on? Scott Parker: --and right now, 

it's 6° below. Lesley Stahl: And with this wind chill factor? 

'Cause the wind is really blowing. Scott Parker: It is. And it's 

terrible. It's about 25° below zero with the wind chill. Lesley 

Stahl: And you're telling me this is the warmest day you've 

had? Scott Parker: This is the warmest day we've had so far. 

Lesley Stahl: Do you want to go inside? Scott Parker: I do. 

Let's go.   

{See Arctic p. 20]                                                                                           
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The temperature can drop to as low as 50 below and that can 

wreak havoc on just about everything, including these Navy 

divers who were here to test their latest coldweather gear, and 

their endurance in the frigid water. These robotics engineers 

are conducting underwater experiments in a temperature-

controlled tent. When we were there Doug Horner and his 

team were field-testing these underwater drones -- for the first 

time in the Arctic. Doug Horner: When we first put it in, we 

check the ballast. The drones are collecting scientific data 

about the Arctic where the water gets warmer the deeper you 

go. They're also getting a picture of what it looks like down 

below. Doug Horner: My primary emphasis here is the ability 

to map the under-ice.  So we have sensors, sonar specifically 

which is sound, which is focused upwards and what we hope 

to do with continually putting sound upwards is to make a 

map. Lesley Stahl: You're the mapping the bottom of the ice? 

Doug Horner: Yes, the underneath portion of the ice. Lesley 

Stahl: And why is that important? Doug Horner: I want to be 

able to navigate relative to that.  So this is the idea of being 

able to navigate an underwater robot accurately without 

GPS.  'Cause in the ice you don't have the opportunity to 

come up to the surface for a GPS fix. He says these drones 

could also be used to patrol the waters of the Arctic – looking 

for enemy subs, for instance, the way drones hover in the sky 

over a battlefield.   The Navy is testing this technology, and 

amassing all of this research, to prepare for an expanded pres-

ence in the Arctic, as the ice continues to melt.   

The Russians are already there in force. In 2015, they staged a 

military exercise in the Arctic as seen in this Russian Ministry 

of Defense footage. It involved about 40,000 troops, 15 sub-

marines, 41 warships and multiple aircraft.  No one disputes 

their right to do that on their own territory.  It's just that it 

wasn't announced.   Philip Breedlove: We pre-announce 

ours.  No one is surprised by them whereas the exercise that 

Russia did was a snap exercise which is a bit destabilizing. 

Until last year, retired four-star General Philip Breedlove was 

the supreme Allied commander of NATO with responsibility 

for the Arctic.   What else is destabilizing, he says, is Russia's 

military build up along something called the Northern Sea 

Route skirting the Russian Arctic coastline.  The route could 

become an alternative to the Suez Canal, saving huge amounts 

of time and money for the commercial shipping industry. 

Philip Breedlove: I have heard as much as 28 days decrease in 

some of the transit from the northern European markets to the 

Asian markets. That is an incredible economic opportunity. 

And it could be a very boon— big boon to business around 

the world. Lesley Stahl: What would it mean if the Russians 

did gain control over the Northern Sea route? Philip Breed-

love: If the Russians had the ability to militarily hold that at 

ransom, that is a big lever over the world economy. Lesley 

Stahl: So tell us in a nutshell what's happening. Philip Breed-

love: Along that route what we see is Russia upgrading over 

50 airfields and ports, 14 of them to be done this year, in-

creasing the number of ground troops, putting in surface-to-

air missiles, putting in sensors. That could be used to guide 

weapons. That could be used to deny access. In 2007, Russia 

went so far as to plant its flag on the sea floor under the North 

Pole.  Philip Breedlove: I think it's important to understand 

what the deputy prime minister said, that the Arctic is a part 

of Russia, that they will provide the defense for the Arctic and 

that they will make money in the Arctic and that the Western 

world may, therefore, bring sanctions on them, but that's OK 

because tanks don't need visas. I think it sends a pretty clear 

message. The U.S. has not tried  to match the Russian build 

up, the Navy relying on its fleet of nuclear and attack subma-

rines, the most powerful in the world.  When we were there, 

the Navy was conducting a submarine warfare exercise, 

something it does in the Arctic every two years. When a sub 

surfaces in the Arctic, they use shovels to carve a visual land-

mark in the ice that the sub can see. "X" literally marks the 

spot. But that "x" is a moving target because of the drifting 

ice. [Luers: There we go.]  

  

Which makes maneuvering a windowless steel cylinder the 

size of a football field to such a pinpoint location seem impos-

sible. But on this day, the skipper and his crew, punching up 

through thick ice, nailed it on their first try. It took a few 

minutes for the sail, the shark fin on top, to completely 

emerge.   [Luers: There they are.] When they popped the 

hatch, a special guest climbed out, the secretary of the Navy, 

Ray Mabus, who'd been on board for five days, taking part in 

the naval exercise. Lesley Stahl: What does it mean that the 

secretary of the Navy has come up to the Arctic?  Is there a 

special significance to you being here? Ray Mabus: Our re-

sponsibilities are increasing as the Arctic ice melts, as the 

climate changes.  And so the Navy has got to be here, we've 

got to provide that presence and I hope that my presence em-

phasizes what we do. As he flew off to Alaska, we climbed 

down the ladder into the fast-attack, nuclear-powered USS 

Hampton. Lesley Stahl: You feel claustrophobic? Theron Da-

vis: Oh no. Not at all. You get used to it. Commander of the 

Hampton, Theron Davis, took us to the control room as the 

crew prepared to submerge. Theron Davis: Stationary dive the 

ship. Sailor: Stationary dive the ship, aye, sir. Dive. Stationary 

dive the ship. Make your depth 1-5-0 feet.  

 

 

{See Arctic p . 21] 
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What he and his crew of 20-somethings are practicing is 

something subs only do in the Arctic: diving down through 

new ice that had formed around the sub. Lesley Stahl: We're 

listing. I'm tilting this way—I can feel everything. Once they 

get to a cruising level, they practice hideand-seek with anoth-

er sub.  In some of the exercises, they also test-fire blank tor-

pedoes.  

Theron Davis: So I'm gonna show you a torpedo tube. One of 

their challenges is ice keels, huge chunks of ice that jut down 

from the surface, and confuse sonar-guided torpedoes that 

can't distinguish them from enemy submarines. Theron Davis: 

So what we're working on is saying, "Hey, how can we fix 

that?" We returned to the surface. Theron Davis: We're com-

ing up right now. One two two feet. One American sub in a 

region with a growing Russian military presence. During our 

last day at the camp, something dramatic happened. A crack 

in the ice along the perimeter became a giant lake.  New fis-

sures formed right through the heart of the camp, up to the 

doorstep of the command post.  Everything was packed up 

quickly for an emergency evacuation, a reminder that the 

most formidable adversary here may not be Russian forces, 

but the forces of nature. Since our story was first broadcast, 

Russia has continued to expand its military presence in the 

Arctic, unveiling its newest base in the region. The sprawling 

complex can house 150 troops for up to 18 months. Four 

more bases like it are planned.  

  

To watch the video of this article, please follow this link:   

  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/60-minutes-arctic-

frontierlesley-stahl-2/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Parrot 

 

The old Navy chief finally retired and got that chicken ranch 

he always wanted. He took with him his life-long pet parrot. 

The first morning at 0430, the parrot squawked loudly and 

said, Reveille, Reveille. Up all hands, Heave out, trice up! 

The smoking lamp is lit, now Reveille! The old chief told the 

parrot, We are no longer in the Navy. Go back to sleep. The 

next morning, the parrot did the same thing. Chief told the 

parrot, If you keep this up, I'll put your ass out in the chicken 

pen. Again the parrot did it, and true to his word, the Chief 

put the parrot in the chicken pen. About 0630 the next morn-

ing, the Chief was awakened by one heck of a ruckus in the 

chicken pen. He went out to see what was the matter. The 

parrot had about 40 white chickens at attention -- in for-

mation. On the ground lay three bruised and beaten brown 

chickens. The parrot was saying, By God, when I say fall out 

in dress whites, I don't mean khakis! 

 

 

Drinking your dolphins – Extinct tradition. In the old submarine force a time-honored tradition was to 
drink your dolphins if you were newly qualified. This consisted of your shipmates buying a shot of eve-
rything behind the bar and putting it all in a pitcher, dropping the dolphins into the pitcher and the new-
ly qualified submariner drinking until her caught his dolphins in his teeth. Unfortunately, incidents oc-
curred from alcohol poisoning and injury from getting dolphins stuck in the throat, so the practice was 
officially banned.     

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/60-minutes-arctic-frontierlesley-stahl-2/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/60-minutes-arctic-frontierlesley-stahl-2/


22  

Vol. 21 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2017 

 

Historical Look at  

Diesel Boat Service 

 

There have been many major changes in the U.S. Navy 

Submarine Service since the WWII Diesel Boat Era. It 

might be interesting historically to note some of them.  

 

Initially there were only seven pay grades (actually 

eight). They ran from one to seven with Apprentice Sea-

man (AS) as one, Seaman Second Class (S2/c) as two, 

Seaman First Class (S1/c) as three, Petty Officer Third 

Class (e.g. MM3c) as four. Petty Officers Second and 

First Class as five and six. Chief Petty Officers were ini-

tially promoted to "seven A" for one year (Acting Ap-

pointment) and then to Chief Petty Officer as pay grade 

seven. There were no Master or Command Chief, etc. 

The "C" for Chief Petty Officers preceded the rate desig-

nation, for example CMM not MMC as today. For all of 

the seaman ratings there was a comparable Fireman (F)  

 

The Officer's rank structure has remained consistent with 

minor exceptions. During WWII a five-star Fleet Admiral 

rank was added and bestowed on Nimitz and King. No 

one promoted to that rank since WWII. Another thing 

there was no Commodore rank utilized. Officers were 

promoted from Captain to Rear Admiral (lower half) and 

hence to Rear Admiral (upper half). The Rear Admiral 

(Lower Half) replaced the Commodore rank. As it is cus-

tom to call any Commanding Officer Captain it also was 

custom to call a Submarine Squadron Commander Com-

modore.  

 

Before WWII an Apprentice Seaman's pay was $21.00 

per month. Pays increased in WWII with Apprentice Sea-

man to $50.00 per month and to around $120.00 per 

month for a Chief. All personnel on Submarines got 50% 

submarine money and 20% sea duty pay. When added 

together added up to about 80% extra pay.  If you were 

married and/or had dependents your pay was reduced by 

$28.00 per month the U.S. Navy supplemented another 

$22.00 and your dependent was sent a monthly check for 

$50.00. Consequently, an Apprentice Seaman would get 

$22.00 per month. However, enlisted personnel below 

pay grade four could not marry without the permission of 

their Commanding Officer. This breached more often 

than observed and obviously many entered the service 

married.  

 

At one time the Navy Paymasters would pay personnel 

with $2.00 bills so that when spent it would indicate to 

the local economy the impact of the service. Also when 

being paid by the Paymaster on board a tender you would 

line up with your "pay chit" to draw your pay. When you 

reached the pay desk you would salute the Paymaster, put 

your fingerprint on the "pay chit" and draw your money. 

There was a posted pay list indicating what you had on 

the "books" and you could draw all or whatever amount 

you desired.  Submarine and sea pay were a real boon 

especially when sea store cigarettes at six cents a pack 

and a bottle of beer on Bank St. was twenty-five cents. 

Later when you came in off patrol you would have that 

back pay and be really flush.  

 

Due to rapid expansion of every aspect of the U.S. Navy, 

if you could cut the mustard, promotions were forthcom-

ing. Many a serving enlisted person commissioned 

(called mustangs) or advanced in rating because of the 

enormous need to fill billets in new construction and re-

place casualties. Classes at the U.S. Naval Academy 

graduated early. Personnel with special qualifications 

were coming into the service rated and/or commissioned. 

You could see a Chief Petty Officer with no hash marks. 

These ratings were derided and called "slick arms" (no 

hash marks) and/or "Tajo" ratings by the old-timers. 

Some enlisted personnel commissioned as regular line 

officers, Warrant Officers and Limited Duty Officers 

(LDOs) in specific areas. Such commissions initially 

were considered temporary with reversion back to their 

permanent grades at the conclusion of hostilities  

 

They created many specialty ratings. In their "Crow" spe-

cialty designator was a diamond with a letter inside, e.g., 

the letter "A" would be for a coach or professional athlete 

who would conduct physical conditioning, etc. Most, if 

not all, of these ratings ceased to exist with the end of the 

war. Some referred to these as "square knot" rates.  There 

were right and left arm rates. Right arm rates were con-

sidered "Sea Going Rates" (BM, QM. GM. SM, FC, TM, 

etc.) and the "Crow" was worn on the right arm. Left arm 

rates were ancillary and were MM, Y, EM, RM, MOMM, 

ET, etc. Right arm rates were senior to left arm ratings. 

There was no Boatswain Mate Third Class they were 

called Coxswains.  

 

[See Boats p. 23] 
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Seamen and Firemen wore a "watch stripe" round the 

right shoulder - white for seamen red for firemen. There 

were other colors of "Watch Stripes" for aviation, CBs, 

etc. Indication of rate was on uniform cuffs. One white/

red stripe for AS/FA, two for S2c/F2/c and three for S1/c 

and F1/c. The present diagonal 1, 2, or 3 stripe(s), in col-

or was originally for WAVE uniforms and after WWII 

were adopted for the present enlisted uniform and the 

watch stripe was eliminated.  

 

The "T-Shirt" a part of the enlisted uniform initially 

served two purposes. (1) It was to be worn without the 

Jumper on work details, especially in tropical locations. 

(2) It was meant to have the high white neckline to show 

in the "V" of the Jumper. Some personnel, to enhance the 

appearance would cut the tab off and wore the "T-shirt" 

backward for a better appearance especially if with age 

and washings it seemed to sag. The popularity of the T-

Shirt expanded into wide public acceptance after WWII 

and in now utilized, not only as an undergarment but as 

outerwear with various designs, logos, etc.  

 

There were no Silver Metal Dolphins for enlisted person-

nel. Dolphins for enlisted personnel consisted of embroi-

dered "patches". (white for blues and blue for whites) 

sewn on the right forearm. Silver Metal Dolphins for en-

listed personnel was authorized after WWII.  

 

All enlisted personnel wore embroidered "patches" as 

distinguishing marks e.g., if you were a designated striker 

you could wear the insignia for that specialty on the left 

upper sleeve.  Other distinguishing marks for enlisted 

personnel were "patches" on uniforms, e.g., an Expert 

Lookout "patch" , a diver a divers helmet (M for Master. 

with degree of qualification indicated on the chest section 

of the helmet. These worn on the right upper sleeve and 

there were many of them. One "perk" that has persisted is 

the wearing of gold rating insignia and hash marks for 

those with 12 years of good conduct. Chief Petty Officers 

merely pinned their fouled anchor hat insignia to the front 

top of their hat covers. The black band and background 

for the insignia was initiated after WWII. Officers did 

wear Gold Metal Dolphins as they do today.  

 

Unknown today was also the fact that there was a dress 

white uniform for enlisted personnel. The collar and cuffs 

were blue and were adorned with piping. What is worn 

today are "undress whites". Pictures of them are in old 

"Bluejacket Manuals".   Officers wore swords for cere-

monial occasions as they do today but back before WWII 

Chief Petty Officers had a cutlass for ceremonial dress 

occasions. Another uniform item that is now passé is the 

flat hat. Once the ribbon had the name of your ship, but 

this discontinued for security reasons and all flat hats 

merely had U.S. Navy in gold on the ribbon.  

 

In boot camp all of your uniform items were stenciled 

with your name and service number. There were no doors 

on lockers and each item had a prescribed method of 

folding and stowing. It was even prescribed as to how 

you would pack your seabag.  

 

Originally, the entire submarine base was literally below 

the railroad tracks. Later as the base expanded it was 

called "lower base". Most of the upper base buildings, 

i.e., Morton Hall, Dealey Center, etc., were constructed 

for WWII. The road from the present main gate past the 

golf course was the Groton-Norwich road. About half 

way up the road was an overhead railroad bridge. The 

entrance to the base was under the bridge and the Marine 

guard stationed there in a guard shack. The base com-

mander’s office was housed in a small brick building 

about half way between the training tower and the Torpe-

do Shop.  

 

Submarine School - six weeks enlisted and three months 

for officers.  Of some 250,000 men who applied for sub-

marine duty less than 10% made it to Sub School and 

many of those washed out. Submarine School was the 

sole tyrannical domain of one Chief Torpedoman Charles 

Spritz. Submarine School was called "Spritz's Navy". He 

ruled with an iron hand and was feared by instructors and 

students alike. He had little regard for rate whether you 

were a Seaman First Class or a Petty Officer First Class. 

To call him eccentric was a gross understatement. He did 

not smoke, did not drink and was single It is open to de-

bate as to if he ever even pulled a liberty. His total devo-

tion was to the Submarine School. It was universally con-

ceded that he had gone "asiatic", not 100% stable and 

perhaps as a youngster he might have been dropped on 

his head.  

He insisted that personnel, at all times, be properly and 

neatly attired in the regulation "Uniform of the Day" 

without exception. No tailor made, proper rolled necker-

chief down to the "V" in the Jumper with immaculate 

white T-Shirt showing, shoes well shined, etc.  

 

[See Boats p. 24] 
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He did not permit smoking nor any type of horseplay. He 

demanded that all personnel move at a fast pace.  Chief 

Spritz had the uncanny ability to be everywhere at all 

times and pity the poor individual who crossed his path. 

His discipline was swift and sure. He felt it was his per-

sonal mission to ascertain that anyone leaving sub school 

for submarine duty was in every respect ready. He had 

many axioms, but his favorite was "There is room for 

anything on a submarine except a mistake". Sub school 

students were not "boots", many, if not most, had time in 

the U.S. Navy and were rated.  There is an article in PO-

LARIS issue of August 2000 (Submarine Saga segment) 

which delves into more detail relative to Chief Spritz and 

is briefly incorporated here as it is a definite part of the 

Diesel Boat Era.  Sub Vets of WWII in recognition of 

respect, and a fealty obligation to this once feudal lord 

and master, wear a "Spritz's Navy" patch on their vests.   

 

It would seem that the screening at Sub School served us 

well. Friction between members of the crew was unbefit-

ting and unacceptable. If an individual demonstrated an 

inability to "get along" he could be transferred to another 

boat. If the same conduct prevailed there he would be 

transferred out of submarines.  

 

The training tower caused many a wash out for both 

physical and mental reasons. If a person could not "pop" 

his ears, it could cause pain and even bleeding from the 

ears. You voice changed dramatically to a high pitch un-

der pressure. All personnel had to qualify from the 100' 

lock with the Mommsen Lung. Right after the war it was 

noted that some German submariners had made emergen-

cy escapes using free ascents. A number of crews from 

boats went to the tower and made free ascents.  

 

We had less pomp insofar as the ceremony observed 

when a member of the crew qualified than is apparent 

today. The individual, thrown over the side then sewed 

dolphins on his uniforms and wore them with pride. They 

have always been, and always will be, a badge of honor 

regardless of manner in which bestowed. There was less 

reverence on some other occasions also., e.g., when a 

"Good Conduct Medal" was awarded to a member of the 

crew it would be given by the Captain (or perhaps the 

Exec) at quarters amid "hoots and hollers" with cries of 

"Undiscovered Crime". There was also a bonus system 

for awards ranging from $1.00 per month for the Good 

Conduct Medal to $5.00 per month for the Congressional 

Medal of Honor.  

 

"Tailor Made" dress blues were the uniform of the day 

for liberty. The jumper was skin tight with a zipper in the 

side so that it could be taken off. Accentuated bell bot-

toms were mandated. The inside of the cuffs were deco-

rated with embroidered color decorations, usually drag-

ons, etc., and were only visible when the cuffs were 

turned up.  

When you made Chief you initially bought the cheapest 

hat you could find since it was also considered appropri-

ate and properly respectful to have all of the crew urinate 

in your first hat.  

 

Sad to note in this day and enlightened age all of the mili-

tary services of the United States were segregated during 

our era. The practice abolished by President Truman over 

50 years ago. Stewards, at that time, recruited from 

America territories and from American minorities. Even 

in such a tight knit group as American Submarines two 

racks in the Forward Torpedo Room hung off the over-

head beneath The Torpedo Loading Hatch were reserved 

for the Stewards. Rated Stewards wore uniforms similar 

to Chiefs.  

 

The submarine sailor was a very irreverent individual 

with an avid distaste for regulations, etc. The average life 

span of a submarine sailor was four patrols (about a 

year). Despite bravado, that thought prevailed to varying 

degrees depending upon the individual. That premise 

however, was unsaid but used as an excuse for hell-

raising. Rarely mentioned in tales of WWII submarine 

lore was the fact that going through minefields was as 

apprehensive as being depth charged.  

 

Submarine Officers and crews were very young - anyone 

past thirty was a very old man. Admiral Charles Lock-

wood (Uncle Charley) Com Sub Pac was most forgiving, 

as were Skippers and Execs, of transgressions of both 

Officers and men. Returning from patrol crews were 

treated extremely well.  

 

Another "perk" of the submarine force was that any rec-

ord of "minor" disciplinary action that a member of the 

crew suffered would be entered into the "page 9" of his 

service record. Virtually all disciplinary action was han-

dled internally on the boat. However, both the original 

and carbon copy (BuPers Copy) retained in his jacket.  

[See Boats p. 25] 
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When transferred, the original and copy, removed by the 

Yeoman to be deep sixed. Unless there was a serious offence 

personnel transferred with a clean record.  

 

Many friendships were formed in sub school, plus other 

training and schools and transfers were not uncommon due 

to the needs of new construction, promotions, etc. Conse-

quently, the force became even more closely knit. It was the 

rare boat that did not have personnel whom you knew.  

 

Submariners were very independent and resourceful, both 

individually and as a group. Needs (and desires) of the boat 

as prescribed by the U.S. Navy, did not always coincide with 

what was considered proper nor adequate. Therefore, a sys-

tem of "midnight requisitioning" and "midnight small stores" 

developed to enhance efficiency. This avenue of acquisition 

considered a solemn duty in promoting the war effort. Those 

proficient and innovative in this endeavor were greatly ad-

mired. It was an art as well as a science executed individual-

ly or as a group cooperative effort. Some of these escapades 

took great ingenuity as well as "brass balls". As a term of 

affection, they were called "scroungers" and/or "dog rob-

bers". If a Skipper or Exec made an "innocent" passing re-

mark that some particular thing might be "nice" it would 

appear mysteriously in due time.  

 

On board an informal, but professional, attitude prevailed. 

Although we had an evaporator to make fresh water, battery 

watering was primary. In the design and scheme of things, 

personal hygiene or washing of clothes did not seem to be 

considered. One Engineering Petty Officer, called the 

"Water King" ran the evaporators. Personal hygiene or wash-

ing of clothing was an afterthought. The use of after-shave 

lotions, deodorants and especially talcum powders prevailed. 

Large cans of "Lilac" were the norm, purchased inexpensive-

ly and sprinkled liberally.  

 

To the unacquainted it could appear that the rapport between 

Officers and men was quite informal and to a degree it was 

but it in no way detracted from efficiency, military courtesy, 

tradition or discipline. There was a strong mutual respect. 

Aye-Aye Sir, Very Well and Well Done were accorded as 

appropriate. The vast majority of the crew was rated and 

competent in their skills. Obviously so were our officers. 

There was no such thing as stenciled ratings on dungaree 

shirts so a person coming aboard a submarine at sea would 

have a difficult time determining any individuals rate. Also, 

there was an axiom that in submarines "you left your rate on 

the dock". Ability was the hallmark.  

 

When conditions approached that of a Chinese garbage scow 

junk with an over flowing head and the crew in dire need of 

fumigation the Skipper might decide to allow showers piece-

meal by sections. You lined up to enter the shower, the Chief 

of the Boat turned on the water for 2 seconds and shut it 

down while you soaped down. You were then allowed a cor-

respondingly brief rinse.  

 

Each member of the crew was allotted one locker which 

measured about 12" high, 18" wide and about 18" deep. You 

kept your uniforms under your mattress. Your rack had a 

plastic zip around cover. Your mattress was encased in a 

"mattress cover" which was akin to an oversized pillow case. 

Able to be turned over once and some even turned them in-

side out and got two more uses. Less the uninitiated be 

stunned by that you must be cognizant of lack of water for 

regular laundry.  

 

Internal communications on board were conducted by the 

1MC and 7MC phone and speaker systems.  

 

To reenter a submarine after handling lines etc. when return-

ing to port was a shocking revelation. It was impossible to 

believe that you had survived that malodorous environment. 

Politely put the atmosphere was conducive to a shanty town 

house of ill repute that also was inundated by a backup of its 

sewer system. Pity the poor relief crew that had to come on 

board and make the boat shipshape again.  

 

You could immediately identify an Electrician on a subma-

rine. He was the individual with the most shredded moth-

eaten dungarees.  

 

Ribald humor was the tenor of the day. No topic or human 

frailty was off limits. Nothing was sacred. Horseplay and 

trickery were the order of the day. The antics and demeanor 

of the crew, both at sea and ashore, would not be socially 

acceptable nor politically correct nowadays. I fear that the 

late Admiral Rickover would have been aghast.  

 

One real advantage was food, especially when you first went 

out. Although they were ridden without mercy the cooks did 

an excellent job of feeding the crew. We ate family style off 

china plates. Our officers ate exactly what the enlisted per-

sonnel did. The stewards would come back to the After Bat-

tery Galley and fill their serving plates and bring it to the 

Forward Battery for the Wardroom. When leaving port ra-

tions were stored in every conceivable space (including the 

shower since it wouldn't be needed).  

[See Boats p. 26] 



26  

Vol. 21 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2017 

 

[From p. 25] Boats 

However, as supplies diminished the cooks were hard 

pressed to come up with varied favorable menus. All boats 

had "open icebox" so you could prepare and cook anything 

you wanted at any time as long as you cleaned up after 

yourself. The After Battery "Mess" was for chow, off duty 

recreation, meeting space and a hang-out.  

 

This is a collective attempt at recollection after the passing 

of a half-century, so any errors or omissions hopefully for-

given as "senior frailties". Much of this is collective 

memory and is a compilation of boats in general. There is 

no pride of authorship so any comments, additions, correc-

tions and/or deletions are welcome and appreciated. This is 

merely a historical comparison as best one can do and is in 

no way a negative reflection between "then and now".  

GOD BLESS ALL SUBMARINERS - Past, Present and 

Future  

 

Monkeys  

 

A tourist walked into a pet shop and was looking at the animals 

on display. While he was there, a Chief Petty Officer walked in 

and said to the shopkeeper, I'll have an Seaman monkey please. 

The shopkeeper nodded, went over to a cage at the side of the 

shop and took out a monkey. He fit a collar and leash, handed it 

to the Customer,saying That'll be $1000. The Chief paid and 

walked out with his monkey. Startled, the tourist went over to 

the shopkeeper and said, That was a very expensive monkey. 

Most of them are only a few hundred dollars. Why did it cost so 

much. The shopkeeper answered, Ah, that monkey can clean 

heads and passageways, perform routine maintenance on ship or 

hangar fittings, troubleshoot and repair complex avionics sys-

tems with no mistakes,well worth the money. 

The tourist looked at the monkey in another cage. That one's 

even more expensive! $10,000! What does it do. Oh, that one's a 

Petty Officer monkey; it can instruct GMT, CSTT, PRT, DC, 

3M, PQS qualify the Seaman monkey and even do some paper-

work. All the really useful stuff, said the shopkeeper. 

The tourist looked around for a little longer and saw a third 

monkey in a cage of its own. The price tag around its neck read 

$50,000. He gasped to the shopkeeper, That one costs more than 

all the others put together! What on earth does it do. The shop-

keeper replied, Well, I haven't actually seen it do anything, but it 

says it's an Officer.  

 

 

 

 

 

Book Review: B-17 Memories - From 

Memphis Belle to Victory 

By James Lee Hutchinson 

 

In World War II, there were many ways to die. But nothing of-

fered more fatal choices than being inside a B-17 bomber above 

Nazi-occupied Europe. From the hellish storms of enemy flak 

and relentless strafing of Luftwaffe fighters, to mid-air colli-

sions, mechanical failure, and simple bad luck, it's a wonder any 

man would volunteer for such dangerous duty. But many did. 

Some paid the ultimate price. And some made it home. Among 

the survivors was author James Lee Hutchinson, who, with great 

skill, chronicles his teenage experience as a B-17 radio/gunner 

on twenty combat missions with the 490th Bomb Group (H) 

Eighth Air Force.  

Based on his memories, diaries and interviews of other veterans, 

the author compiled short stories on B-17 Flying Fortress crews 

flying deadly missions to destroy German and Italian military 

targets.  

 

Most of the gunners were teenagers and the average age of offic-

ers was twenty-four. Each story gives amazing accounts of fight-

er attacks, flak damage and those who survived being shot down 

only to become Prisoners of War. These are the boys - turned 

pilots, bombardiers, navigators, and gunners of the B-17s.  

What is exceptional about the book is the author ability to hold 

the reader's attention. He goes beyond the familiar tales of aerial 

heroism, capturing the sights and sounds, the toil and fear, the 

adrenaline and the pain of the American airmen who faced death 

with every mission. In this important, meticulously-researched 

work, Hutchinson uncovers the true nature of fighting - and dy-

ing - in the skies over World War II. Eighth Air Force losses 

were among the highest of any military unit. In nearly four years 

of warfare all over the globe, suffered over 120,000 casualties 

with over 40,000 killed. 
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Base Minutes 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 21 October 2017  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson called the October 21, 2017 meeting to order at 1000 at the FRA 

Opening observances were conducted.  

Western District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott, John Clear Olympic Peninsula Base founder and James Foote past National 

vice Cmdr. and Bob Hickman Olympic Peninsula Base Cmdr. were in attendance. 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports the Base has $73,418.30 in various accounts and 269 members  

The next meeting will be November 18, 2017 at 1000 at the FRA.   

Base and Holland Club Members Julius Sanders and L.V. Red Denson entered on Eternal Patrol. Julius Sanders on 

September 28, 2017 and L.V. Red Denson on October 2, 2017  

Newsletter Editor Dave Pitman reports the deadline for submitting articles for the upcoming edition is November 

14. 

Deterrent Park brick install is November 12 and the bricks have to be purchased by October 24. 

The Auburn Veterans Day Parade is on Veterans Day November 11 this year 

The Veteran Day Program at the Kitsap County Fairground will also be on November 11. 

Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson reminded everyone the Christmas Party will be December 16 at the Bremerton 

Elks. He also discussed the following 

 Guest speaker Kim Hedges from AAA will deliver @ 20 minute presentation on the 2018 National Convention cruise 

and take questions. 

 - Base Officer Elections will be held. 

 - Base By-law amendments will be voted on. (3 total) 

Past Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott reminded everyone  there is no membership dues for active duty members for their 

first year. 

John Clear won $50.00 in the 50/50 raffle. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 
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