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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  That 

their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant 

source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge 

loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s 

Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, 

we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mu-

tual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Subma-

riners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a 

strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in 

various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme 

sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 

comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom 

and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

Our Creed Table of Contents 

Base Website (The Gertrude Check): www.gertrude-

check.org    
 

Base Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-
Base-USSVI/295687423906027 
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2  

Vol. 22 Issue 2 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2018 

 

Western District 4  Com-

mander: Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Base Commander:  

Steve Corcoran 

360.471.2704    

stephenjcorcoran@ 

gmail.com  

 

Vice Commander/Ways and 

Means: Don Carpenter 

360.908.3134    

drcarp683@msn.com 

 

Past Commander:  

Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Chief of the Boat:  

Wayne Peterson 

360.265.0266     

bronc4life@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary/Scholarship 

Chairman:  

Wayne Sieckowski 

360.362.2064     

wsieckowski@gmail,com 

 

Treasurer/Membership 

Chairman: Dennis Nardone 

360.830.5843    

dnardone@wavecable.com 

 

Chaplain: Fred Borgmann 

360.337.2978     

office@ussvi.org 

 

Storekeeper:  

Ralph  W. Harris 

360.876.0830     

rwharris@wavecable.com 

 

Holland Club Chairman: 

Dick Litscher 

360.373.1838    

 nolitch@comcast.net 

 

Bonefish Manager/

NWCPOA Rep:  

Sam Swenson 

360.275.3638     

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

Base Webmaster: Don 

“Red” Bassler 

360.602.0250     

up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

Newsletter Editor/

Facebook: Dave Pittman 

360.536.0916    

drpittman@wavecable.com 

 

Historian: Bob Paul 

360.692.0165    

bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 

Base Officers and Key Personnel 

http://gertrude-check.org/

baseofficials.html 
 

Pp. 13-14 Submarines on Eternal Patrol 

P. 14 Memorial Service – Paul Middents 

P. 15 Chaplain’s Corner 

P. 15 Medal of Honor – RADM Fluckey 

P. 16 Pitcher of Steam 

P. 16 Base Float – USS Bonefish 

P. 16 Holland Club 

P. 17 Base Advertising 

P. 17 USSVI Memorials – Deterrent Park Brick Application 

P. 17 SOTB – Veterans Benefits  

P. 18 Treasurer’s Report 

P. 18 Base Membership Report 

P. 18 Welcome Aboard New Members 

P. 18 USSVI Membership Application 

P. 18 A Plug for the American Legion 

P. 18 Base Storekeeper 

P. 19 Base March General Meeting Minutes 

P. 19 Ric Hedman 

P. 19 From the Hank Hollis Archive 

P. 20 Base Feb General Meeting Minutes 

P. 21 Travelling Dolphins  

P. 21 Dutch Kaiser Reminisces 

P. 21 Five Surgeons  

P. 22 GMC John Henry “Dick Turpin 

P. 23 Base E-Board Minutes 

P. 24 VA Clinic – Silverdale  

P. 25 Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin Ceremony 

P. 26 Collision at Sea – USS George C. Marshall 

Pp. 27-28 Operation Barmaid 

P. 29 Dolphin Dash 

P. 29 USS Bremerton  

P. 30 USS Nebraska Tests Trident II D5 

P. 31 Reporting the Death of a Retiree 

P. 31 USS Trutta (SS 421) 

P. 31 German Submarine U 47 

P. 32 Base and Soup-Down Calendars  

Table of Contents 

mailto:sswenson@tscnet.com
http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html
http://gertrude-check.org/baseofficials.html


3  

Vol. 22 Issue 2 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2018 

 

 

• As you read through the Puget Soundings (PS), hover your “mouse” over links (and photos) for additional reading and, at 

times, videos and maps. 

• Remember, I continually take articles and photos from members for possible use in the PS. Please understand, however, not 

all input may be used. Dutch Kaiser is one of my best contributors.  

• Please ensure that you read the minutes for our meetings, especially if you were not able to attend; they provide more infor-

mation regarding Base events and programs. http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html 

• The PS is one-fourth of how the Base keeps the membership 

informed of base functions; please also use the Gertrude 

Check, Facebook,  and the Commander’s emails to keep cur-

rent.. 

 

                         Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

The Editor’s Desk 

 

 

 

Dear Submariners, family and friends, 

2018 brings a unique opportunity to combine the 55th annual 

USSVI National Convention with a fabulous Caribbean 

cruise! We'll sail on Holland America Line's beautiful ms 

Nieuw Amsterdam, round trip out of Fort Lauderdale, Florida! 

It's been 10 long years since we sailed to Alaska in 2007. 

1,800 Submariners, their families and friends had a wonderful 

cruise convention and it's high time we did this again! We will 

be able to conduct all normal convention activities on board 

ship, which include meetings, a vendor room, hospitality 

rooms, the Tolling of the Boats ceremony and boat reunions. 

There are many other special events planned as well. You'll 

enjoy Broadway style entertainment, a Las Vegas style casino, 

a full service spa and many other wonderful opportunities for 

relaxation and fun. 

You'll enjoy liberty in some of the Caribbean's most beautiful 

ports including Holland America's award winning private is-

land, Half Moon Cay! There is something new and wonderful 

awaiting you in every port of call and you'll be able to relax 

and enjoy the ride as AAA Travel and Holland America 

Cruise Line make sure that you experience smooth sailing! 

What a great way to take a break from everyday life while 

enjoying 5-star service and the company of your shipmates, 

family and friends! 

This trip will sell out fast, so book early! We have had a list of 

Submariners interested in booking this trip even before it was 

organized, and quite a few that have already signed up. Bring 

a friend, your spouse or your family, all are welcome to join 

us and with so many wonderful activities, there is something 

for everyone on this trip of a lifetime! Don't miss the boat. 

Join your shipmates onboard for the 2018 USSVI National 

Convention! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

The USSVI National Board of Directors and 

Kim Hedges and Amy Ross 

Group Coordinators 

AAA Washington 

 

https://ussvicruise.com/  

USSVI National News—2018 Cruise 

Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman  

Cell: 360.536.0916—Leave a msg 

The Puget Soundings is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov)  

Article Submission: drpittman@wavecable.com is due  NLT 01 

Aug 2018  

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
https://ussvicruise.com/whos-coming/
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
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Hello fellow Submariners and As-

sociate Members, 

              

           Well, I hope this edition of 

Puget Soundings finds you doing 

well. We have started the year on a 

good note. I think a good time was 

had by all at our annual February 

breakfast meeting. Thanks to Jim DeMott, we had great enter-

tainment and the Elks staff provided an awesome breakfast. 

Thanks to all who supported this endeavor. 

 

     I want to thank the Bremerton Base for supporting the 

COB, Wayne Peterson and me, on our trip to San Diego to 

witness the DASO for the U.S.S. Nebraska (SSBN 739). As 

retired Missile Technicians, seeing two missiles launched from 

a submarine and clear the ocean's surface was the highlight of 

our careers. (At least it was for me). I launched 4 missiles off 

the U.S.S. Ohio (SSBN 726) back in 1996, so this was special. 

Wayne and I gave a brief report of our trip at the April general 

membership meeting. It is something I will never forget. One 

of the benefits of being a member of U.S.S.V.I. and Bremerton 

Base is attending events like this. Just as our Immediate Base 

Past Commander Jim DeMott witnessed a DASO a few years 

ago. Many thought I was invited due to being employed by 

Lockheed Martin or working at SWFPAC. That was not the 

case. Group Nine Protocol Officer Pam Love sponsored us for 

this event. Pam stated she was afforded 12 invitations, and she 

shared 6 with various veteran organizations. 2 for Bremerton 

Base, 2 for the Navy Submarine League, and 2 for the Navy 

League, ( I think those were the ones). She also stated she will 

do her best to invite us in the future. I know the U.S.S. Maine 

will be doing a DASO in the future. One of the rules is, you 

can only attend once, as the invite list is long. So please keep 

that in mind. It was an awesome time. 

 

            Spring is a busy time for our base.  As I type this, the 

2018 Dolphin Dash is history. Chairman John Gardner did 

another great job. Participants were down this year and I think 

that was due to the weather. We still had a good time and I 

would like to thank the members who supported this year. We 

had the usual dedicated team who supported again this year. I 

think it is fair to mention their names. Thanks and appreciation 

goes to Don Carpenter, Sam Swenson, Bob Webster, Ralph 

Harris, Dutch Kaiser, Dennis Nardone, Fred Borgmann, and 

Wayne Sieckowski. Of course John and his crew did an awe-

some job. My goal for next year is to get additional advertising 

on base. I noticed a few active duty personnel asking us what 

was happening and what was the event we were doing. I un-

derstand there is an official on base that has been a road block 

for our advertising efforts on base. I do have a few contacts I 

will speak with and see if we can get this fixed. I also think we 

could advertise in the base newspaper that is published weekly. 

This goes for all of our events. It may help membership also. 

Just a few options to make this event even more successful. 

 

     The Blueback Base of Oregon captured the Traveling Dol-

phins from us at our March meeting. I believe this is the first 

time they have left the state of Washington. I see a rode trip in 

our future to bring them back where they belong. I will keep 

you informed. 

 

     Parade season is here. I hope to have good participation for 

all events. It is fun, we get visibility in the community, and the 

camaraderie is why I enjoy the parades. We also meet for 

lunch afterwards to replenish from the activity. Hope to see 

you there.     

       

There are a few additional items I would like to up-date carried 

over from the last newsletter that I feel are important:   

 

The scholarship drive/raffle is in full swing. You should have 

received your tickets in the mail. If you require additional tick-

ets, please contact me, Jim DeMott, or stop by the National 

office in Silverdale. This is a major fundraiser for our base. 

The drawing will be held at our June 19th meeting. We will 

also award the scholarships that night. We are also soliciting 

for gift cards or certificates from local businesses to raffle. If 

you have the time, please visit past donors or pursue new ones. 

 

Saturday, May 19th, the Bremerton Armed Forces Day Parade 

will take place. This will be our first parade of the year. This is 

the largest Armed Forces Day Parade in the country and it is 

an awesome time. I hope we have a great turnout, as the crowd 

is very appreciative and supportive.  I will cover future parades 

and events with additional e-mails, and Don Bassler will post 

on Gertrude as they take place. 

 

 

[See Commander’s Comments p. 5]       

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 
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[from p.4] Commander’s Comments  

 

We will partake in two Memorial Day events. On Thurday, 

May 24th  (tentative) there will be a Tolling of the Boats at 

Deterrent Park at 1030. We will also participate at Ivy Green 

cemetery for the wreath presentation on Memorial Day. I will 

provide further details as these days approach.  

       

Once again, I would like to take the time to thank the individu-

als that take on the responsibility to hold office and chair our 

many committees for our base. I truly appreciate all you do for 

our base and membership. Without these dedicated individu-

als, our base would not be as successful as it is. 

 

And a thank you to all our members. Whether you attend the 

soup downs, parades, volunteer at our events, or help in any 

other way, I thank you. We have a great base, and I truly enjoy 

seeing you at our events. 

                    

 I am still going to leave my main goals here. I still feel they 

are important.      

Membership – Our membership is what makes our base so 

successful and strong. My goal is to keep our membership 

strong and hopefully recruit more members. We have an awe-

some resource being so close to a submarine base. My inten-

tion is to communicate with the boats and shore commands 

and interface with the active duty force. Remember, there is 

no membership charge for dues for the first year for Ac-

tive Duty personnel, at the National level or our base. 

Membership has been holding steady at approximately 250-

260 members. We as a base, need to communicate our creed 

and all that we do for the community, not to mention the fun 

we have. I also ask that our current members contact one of 

your former shipmates and invite them to one of our meetings 

or events, just to check us out. 

 

Primary and Secondary individuals for Committees – I feel 

we need to have a 2nd person familiar with the many commit-

tees we have. Starting with the Treasurers' position on down to 

Puget Soundings. My goal here is to have someone familiar 

with the duties and responsibilities of each position. We do 

many good things and support events throughout the year. For 

example, scholarship raffle and applications, membership, 

parades, Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I just feel 

if an individual is on vacation or unable to continue as the pri-

mary chairman, we need someone else to step up. Just like on 

the boats, we had a primary and secondary for all major collat-

eral duties. 

 

Well that is all for now. I look forward to seeing you all at 

future events. If there is anything I can assist you with, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as your 

Base Commander. Be safe and take care my friends.  

 

Steve Corcoran 

Base Commander 

Bremerton Base Submarine Veterans 

 

   

 

Please use these businesses—they support  SUBVETS! 

 

Brother Dons 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 

Cooper Fuel 3236 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 

Spiros 3201 Bucklin Hill Rd, Silverdale 

Tony's Pizza 4908 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 

The Point Casino 7989 Salish Lane NE, Kingston  

All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale 

Olive Garden 3204 Randal Way, Silverdale 

Angela P. Inc Massage 532 5th St Suite 22, Bremerton 

Massage Wellness 532 5th St Suite 22, Bremerton 

The Dugout 4180 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 

Fujiyama 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale 

Horse and Cow 536 4th St, Bremerton 

Blue Goose Tavern 1931 Bay St, Port Orchard 

That One Place 1386 SE Lund Ave Ste 110, Port Orchard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Application for Membership can be found at http://

gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf 

 

The updated Bremerton Base  Recruit-

ing Pamphlet can be found at  

http://www.gertrude-check.org/

flyerdone.pdf  

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

Base Historian—Bob Paul 

Raffle Donors 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN928x15883405&id=YN928x15883405&q=Blue+Goose+Tavern&name=Blue+Goose+Tavern&cp=47.5473098754883%7e-122.618217468262&ppois=47.5473098754883_-122.618217468262_Blue+Goose+Tavern
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf
http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf
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   I recently attended the Western Region 

Round-Up, which was held the last week 

in April.  The event was at Sam’s Town 

Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada.  

The agenda for the week included semi-

nars for both Base Commanders and Dis-

trict Commanders, a general membership meeting, Tolling the 

Boats Ceremony and a banquet on the final night.  There were 

85 people in attendance, from all seven Districts in the West-

ern Region.  Though I am currently serving as the District 

Four Commander, I was sure to let it be known that I was 

from Bremerton Base.  Joining me in this endeavor was 

Bremerton Base Vice-Commander Don Carpenter, who was in 

attendance along with his wife, Mary.   

   There was some discussion during the general membership 

meeting about how to improve the Western Region Round-

Up.  The conversation included trying different venues and 

locations.  There was some interest in this, and some research 

will be done.  Depending on what is found out, next year’s 

Round-Up could be at a different location. I will be bringing 

to the E-Board the possibility of Bremerton Base hosting a 

Round-up.  I proposed that our Base could research what it 

would take to do it, and if possible, present a bid at the 2019 

Round-Up to host 2020.  Several people came to me and said 

that they would like to come up here and would gladly support 

us if we hosted.  More on this topic will be revealed as we 

move forward. 

   During one of the seminars, it was put out that members 

need to keep their contact information up-to-date.  Recently, 

the tickets for the scholarship were mailed out.  If you did not 

receive them in the mail, your address might be wrong on the 

website.  Also, the Base Commander sends out e-mails occa-

sionally.  If you have not received one recently, your e-mail 

address might be wrong.  Though you may have reported it 

correctly, it might have been entered wrong on the website.  I 

am just asking that you take a moment to verify all your data 

is correct on the website.  If you need help, I am sure the peo-

ple at the National Office would help you, or feel free to get in 

touch with me.  I would be happy to help. 

 

Jim DeMott 

Western District 4 Commander 

(360) 895-0547 (h) (360) 710-0411 (c) 

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western District 4  Commander 

Past Base Commander 

Jim DeMott 

 

District 4 Commander Jim 

DeMott & Bremerton Base 

Vice- Commander Don Car-

penter at Western Region 

Round-Up.  

Western Region Round-Up 

General Membership meeting. 

Western Region Round-Up 

Banquet  
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GROTON, Conn.  

The U.S. Navy’s 

newest attack 

submarine, the 

USS Colorado, 

joined the fleet 

Saturday in a cer-

emony at Connecticut’s Naval Submarine Base. 

Navy Secretary Richard Spencer says the submarine is a 

“marvel of technology and innovation.” U.S. Sen. Michael 

Bennet, a Colorado Democrat, said the people of Colorado are 

remarkably proud this submarine will silently protect the na-

tion’s interests. 

Annie Mabus, the daughter of former Navy Secretary Ray 

Mabus, gave the order to bring the ship to life before the crew 

boarded the vessel at the end of the ceremony, which is a Na-

vy tradition. 

The 377-foot-long sub weighs about 7,800 tons submerged. It 

can fight submarines and surface ships, conduct surveillance 

and deliver Special Operations troops. It has two large tubes 

that can launch six Tomahawk missiles each. 

It’s the first attack submarine where sailors use an Xbox gam-

ing system controller to maneuver the photonics masts, which 

replaced periscopes, according to Cmdr. Reed Koepp, the Col-

orado’s commanding officer. Other submarines have joysticks. 

Koepp leads 130 men. Women serve on submarines but they 

haven’t been assigned to the Colorado. One-fifth of submarine 

crews are integrated. 

It took submarine supply businesses nationwide and thousands 

of shipyard employees in Connecticut, Rhode Island and Vir-

ginia to build the Colorado, the 15th member of the Virginia 

class of submarines. 

Attack submarines are built in a partnership between General 

Dynamics Electric Boat in Connecticut and Newport News 

Shipbuilding in Virginia. They cost about $2.7 billion apiece. 

Joseph Walsh, who oversees the Virginia-class program at 

Electric Boat, said building the Colorado over the past five 

years was an incredibly complex task that required a team ef-

fort between the shipbuilders, crew and the Navy. 

It’s the fourth U.S. Navy ship named Colorado. Navy officials, 

politicians, shipbuilders, local community leaders and guests 

of the crew attended the ceremony. 

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/03/17/

navys-new-attack-submarine-named-colorado-joins-the-fleet-

2/ 

 

 

 

When the hatch closes over your head, the OOD says last man 

down and the COW says green board, you understand the 

meaning of adventure. 

When the only thing between you and millions of gallons of 

seawater is a steel hull and some closed valves, you under-

stand the meaning of courage. 

When sonar calls out to the conn “high speed screws in the 

water” in hostile waters, you understand the meaning of fear. 

When the messenger passes out the only family grams the sat-

ellite could catch and yours isn’t one, you learn the meaning of 

loneliness. 

When hissing water in the overhead turns from a slight annoy-

ance to a terrifying rushing cascade bouncing off the hull and 

equipment, you understand the meaning of survival. 

When you hear the quick sound that a curtain makes on your 

rack that indicates your watch is about to begin, you under-

stand the meaning of irritation. 

When you see a brother stand at attention while the Captain 

pins on the fish he worked so hard to earn, you understand the 

meaning of pride. 

When you retire and they pipe you over the side for the very 

last time, you learn the meaning of great sadness. 

When your eyes grow dim and your strength ebbs with age, 

you understand the meaning of envy every time you see sub-

marine getting underway.  

When a shipmate from a time so long ago passes on and peo-

ple say so many things they wish they had said before they 

departed, you understand regret. 

By Bob MacPherson (submitted by Tommy Robinson) 

 

 

If you are looking for military records or honors/awards for 

yourself or a loved one, this article from Military Times has 

detailed information on how to obtain what you need: 

https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/salute-

veterans/2017/11/14/preserving-the-past-9-tips-on-obtaining-

military-records-medals-for-you-or-a-loved-one/ 

USS Colorado  (SSN 788) When You Understand 

Preserving the Past 

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/03/17/navys-new-attack-submarine-named-colorado-joins-the-fleet-2/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/03/17/navys-new-attack-submarine-named-colorado-joins-the-fleet-2/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/03/17/navys-new-attack-submarine-named-colorado-joins-the-fleet-2/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/salute-veterans/2017/11/14/preserving-the-past-9-tips-on-obtaining-military-records-medals-for-you-or-a-loved-one/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/salute-veterans/2017/11/14/preserving-the-past-9-tips-on-obtaining-military-records-medals-for-you-or-a-loved-one/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/salute-veterans/2017/11/14/preserving-the-past-9-tips-on-obtaining-military-records-medals-for-you-or-a-loved-one/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Colorado_(SSN-788)
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Here's to us, one and all,  

Who heard the message and answered the call  

To break away from the old mainstream  

And live our lives on a submarine. 

Sub School gave us the chance to pass the test, 

 To declare that we were The Best of the Best. 

When we left New London with orders in hand, 

We all headed out on different courses for distant, faraway 

lands. 

Some went east coast, some went west, 

But no matter where you ended up, your first boat's the 

best.  

You reported on board not knowing what to think,  

But now you're known to all as a nub and a dink. 

You learn about Tradition and learn about Pride, 

You learn about Honor and the men who have died. 

You learn about the heritage that's been passed on to you  

Because now you're considered one of the crew. 

You study that boat from bow to stern,  

From the conning tower to the bilges—  

It's your duty to learn  

Where and what makes that boat go, 

How it operates and in what direction it flows, 

How to charge those batteries and keep them alive,  

Or how to rig the boat for dive.  

Draw those systems fore and aft, 

Blow the shitters, check the draft. 

These are duties that you must glean 

When you live your life on a submarine. 

When you've learned all there is to know about your boat, 

You show 'em you know it, by your walk-through vote. 

You go before the Qual Board, card in hand, 

Where they question and grill you to beat the band. 

And when you think you can take no more, 

They tell you to wait just outside the door. 

For what seems like eons, time stands still, 

And when they call you in, you feel quite ill! 

But they congratulate you for doing so good 

And welcome you into their Brotherhood. 

Right of passage declares that you must drink your "fish," 

And the tacking on process is not something you wish. 

But you wear those dolphins on your chest with pride, 

Because down deep in your heart, you know you're Quali-

fied. 

It seems like yesterday, it seems like a dream 

That I truly lived on a submarine. 

Most Boats are gone, a memory of time. 

I wonder what happened to that crew of mine?  

The Old Boats that are left are all museums, 

And even if you rode 'em, 

You have to pay admission to see 'em. 

So here's to us, those that remember,  

Who rode the boats out in all kinds of weather. 

To those past, present, and even the future, 

To those young, hardy lads who still love adventure.  

So let's lift our glasses and have a toast  

To the memory of those daring young sailors and their un-

dersea boats. 

 

American nuclear attack warships and submarines could 

soon be docked in Australia in efforts to counter China's 

militarization of the Indo-Pacific, a U.S. think tank has 

warned 

Read the entire story:  

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5657613/US-wants-

dock-nuclear-attack-warships-AUSTRALIA-stop-Chinas-

military-penetration.html 

 

 

I Remember 

A submarine poem story by Dick Murphy IC3 (SS) 

December 14, 2009 

Warships in Australia 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5657613/US-wants-dock-nuclear-attack-warships-AUSTRALIA-stop-Chinas-military-penetration.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5657613/US-wants-dock-nuclear-attack-warships-AUSTRALIA-stop-Chinas-military-penetration.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5657613/US-wants-dock-nuclear-attack-warships-AUSTRALIA-stop-Chinas-military-penetration.html
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Facebook (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://

www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://

www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/

USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?

fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/

TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-

Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/

USWMagazine/ 

Submarine Dolphin Qual Card https://www.facebook.com/

Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/ 

PACNORWESTCPOA https://www.facebook.com/pages/

PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630 

In Honor of our WWII Submariners https://

www.facebook.com/groups/SubvetsWWII/?

ref=group_header  

 

Blogs and More 

The Lean Submariner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/

september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com  

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

Submarine Shop http://submarineshop.com/patches/ 

The Old Goat http://olgoat.com/ 

Seattle Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submarine History 

St. Mary’s Museum https://www.facebook.com/

StMarysSubMuseum 

Victory at Sea http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=xWbiFB_OZIE  

WWII The Silent Service Submarine Warfare http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=trVIFLUyXN4 

http://usssealion.com/ 

Submarine Related Books http://theleansubmariner.com/now

-read-this-submarine-related-books/ 

U.S. WW II Submarine War Patrol Reports  https://

maritime.org/doc/subreports.htm  

Submarine Force Museum (Home of Historic Ship Nautilus) 

http://ussnautilus.org/   

Submarine Photo Archive http://www.navsource.org/

archives/subidx.htm  

War History Online https://www.warhistoryonline.com/  

Museum Ships https://www.museumships.us/ 

United States Submarine Loss WWII https://

www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/

title-list-alphabetically/u/united-states-submarine-losses.html 

Maritime Museums https://sdmaritime.org/ 

Tolling of the Boats http://goatlocker.org/boats/lostboat.htm 

Submarine War Patrol Reports http://hnsa.org/doc/

subreports.htm 

 

Submarine Force and Other Military News 

Navy http://www.navy.mil/index.asp 

Submarine Force Pacific http://www.csp.navy.mil/  

Submarine group 7 http://www.csp.navy.mil/csg7/ 

Defense News https://www.defensenews.com/  

Stars and Stripes https://www.stripes.com/  

USNI News https://news.usni.org/  

Naval Technology http://www.naval-technology.com/  

Marine Link News https://www.marinelink.com/magazines/

marinenews 

Submariners Association of Canada  http://www.saocwest.ca/  

Naval Today https://navaltoday.com/  

 

 

On-Line Resources 

https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/USWMagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/
https://www.facebook.com/Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SubvetsWWII/?ref=group_header
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SubvetsWWII/?ref=group_header
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SubvetsWWII/?ref=group_header
http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com
http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/
http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/
http://www.duffelblog.com/
http://www.tendertale.com/
http://www.pigboats.com/
http://submarineshop.com/patches/
http://olgoat.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSubMuseum
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSubMuseum
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbiFB_OZIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWbiFB_OZIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trVIFLUyXN4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trVIFLUyXN4
http://usssealion.com/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
http://theleansubmariner.com/now-read-this-submarine-related-books/
https://maritime.org/doc/subreports.htm
https://maritime.org/doc/subreports.htm
http://ussnautilus.org/
http://www.navsource.org/archives/subidx.htm
http://www.navsource.org/archives/subidx.htm
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/
https://www.museumships.us/
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/u/united-states-submarine-losses.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/u/united-states-submarine-losses.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/u/united-states-submarine-losses.html
https://sdmaritime.org/
http://goatlocker.org/boats/lostboat.htm
http://hnsa.org/doc/subreports.htm
http://hnsa.org/doc/subreports.htm
http://www.navy.mil/index.asp
http://www.csp.navy.mil/
http://www.csp.navy.mil/csg7/
https://www.defensenews.com/
https://www.stripes.com/
https://news.usni.org/
http://www.naval-technology.com/
https://www.marinelink.com/magazines/marinenews
https://www.marinelink.com/magazines/marinenews
http://www.saocwest.ca/
https://navaltoday.com/
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New engraved bricks are installed semi-annually in the mis-

sile deck of the full scale top side model of the USS Woodrow 

Willson (SSBN 624)  at Deterrent Park on the submarine 

base, NBK, Bangor. Newly ordered bricks are installed in 

May and November. 

 

Since day one, the year 2000, 2400 engraved bricks have been 

installed. 

 

The price per brick is $40.  Half of that goes for bricks & en-

graving, while the other half goes into the base treasury 

tagged for charitable functions such as scholarships for Sub-

vets children and grandchildren. 

 

Go to http://deterrentpark.org for more info about Deterrent 

Park. 

 

Update: Recently you may have seen my plea on this site and 

in the base newsletter, Puget Soundings, for a a relief to take 

over the administration of the engraved brick ordering, en-

graving and installation at Deterrent Park, NBK, Bangor. 

  

Right away, the  main installer, Ron 

Lewis, that enjoys doing the "grunt" 

work, as he calls it, called and said he 

would gladly continue on in that capaci-

ty, but could not handle the administra-

tion.  THANK YOU RON . 

  

So I still do not have a relief on the Ad-

min side. 

  

Please consider this "light duty".  Please call me at 360-602-

0250, or 360-509-0250 or e-mail to give you more infor-

mation.  

 

Don Bassler 

Deterrent Park Engraved Brick Administrator  

1-360-602-0250 up-scope@wavecable.com         

 

USSVI Memorials—Deterrent Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Navy will stand up a research, development and testing 

squadron for aerial drones this fall. A U.S. Marine is shown 

here preparing to launch an RQ-20A Puma drone during an 

exercise in November. (Cpl. Jon Sosner/Marine Corps) 

 

Read the story here:  

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2018/05/06/

navy-establishes-aerial-drone-squadron/  

Robert E. Frick USSVI Charitable Foundation Scholarship 

Chairman 15145 Fog Mountain Circle Haymarket, VA 20169 

PH: (703) 7544959  E-mail: refrick1@gmail.com  

 

Follow the links below for guidance and application.  

  

SUB VET SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  USSV Scholar-

ship Application Guidance  

 

2018-2019 Academic Year USSV APPLICATION FORM  

 

2018-2019 Academic Year  

USSVI Scholarship Program 

(Rev Date: 1 October, 2017)  

Aerial Drone Squadron  

http://deterrentpark.org/?d=
http://deterrentpark.org/
mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2018/05/06/navy-establishes-aerial-drone-squadron/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2018/05/06/navy-establishes-aerial-drone-squadron/
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Scholarship_Application_2018-2019_USSVCF_SCHOLARSHIP_APPLICATION_GUIDANCE.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Scholarship_Application_2018-2019_USSVCF_SCHOLARSHIP_APPLICATION_GUIDANCE.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Scholarship_Application_2018-2019_USSVCF_SCHOLARSHIP_APPLICATION_FORM.PDF
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Rick Campbell is the author of “The Trident Deception” a 

fictional story that reads like a well crafted Clancy novel. This 

is a gripping story by one who has submarine experience and 

the pages practically turn themselves. High Adventure is sure 

to delight every fan of submarine stories and I give this book 

four stars for excitement. 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Trident-Deception-Rick-

Campbell/dp/1250039010 

 

Norman Friedman’s “US Submarines through 1945” is a 

must read if you are interested in submarine development and 

the history of the technology advances made during this peri-

od. I have been using it for research into my project on Sugar 

Boats and it has been invaluable in that effort. 

http://www.amazon.com/U-S-Submarines-Through-1945-

Illustrated/dp/1557502633/ref=sr_1_sc_1?

s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978715&sr=1-1-

spell&keywords=US+SubmarinesThrough+1945 

 

 

 

 

Rear Admiral Hank McKinney penned a book called 

“Flotsom and Jetsam” a collection of sea stories that have 

washed ashore during a forty year career in the United States 

Navy.  While I have just started reading this book, it is cer-

tainly a great collection of stories that every cold war sailor 

can relate to. 

http://www.amazon.com/Flotsam-Jetsam-collection-Stories-

forty-year-ebook/dp/B0080I52EI/ref=sr_1_3?

s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978947&sr=1-

3&keywords=flotsam+and+jetsam 

 

 The Complete Idiots Guide to Submarines 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0028644719/ref=rdr_ext_tmb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submarine Books 

recommended by theleansubmariner 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Trident-Deception-Rick-Campbell/dp/1250039010
http://www.amazon.com/The-Trident-Deception-Rick-Campbell/dp/1250039010
http://www.amazon.com/U-S-Submarines-Through-1945-Illustrated/dp/1557502633/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978715&sr=1-1-spell&keywords=US+SubmarinesThrough+1945
http://www.amazon.com/U-S-Submarines-Through-1945-Illustrated/dp/1557502633/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978715&sr=1-1-spell&keywords=US+SubmarinesThrough+1945
http://www.amazon.com/U-S-Submarines-Through-1945-Illustrated/dp/1557502633/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978715&sr=1-1-spell&keywords=US+SubmarinesThrough+1945
http://www.amazon.com/U-S-Submarines-Through-1945-Illustrated/dp/1557502633/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978715&sr=1-1-spell&keywords=US+SubmarinesThrough+1945
http://www.amazon.com/Flotsam-Jetsam-collection-Stories-forty-year-ebook/dp/B0080I52EI/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978947&sr=1-3&keywords=flotsam+and+jetsam
http://www.amazon.com/Flotsam-Jetsam-collection-Stories-forty-year-ebook/dp/B0080I52EI/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978947&sr=1-3&keywords=flotsam+and+jetsam
http://www.amazon.com/Flotsam-Jetsam-collection-Stories-forty-year-ebook/dp/B0080I52EI/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978947&sr=1-3&keywords=flotsam+and+jetsam
http://www.amazon.com/Flotsam-Jetsam-collection-Stories-forty-year-ebook/dp/B0080I52EI/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398978947&sr=1-3&keywords=flotsam+and+jetsam
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0028644719/ref=rdr_ext_tmb
https://fas.org/man/dod-101/sys/ship/ssn-594.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit  Citation 

$1—$19.99 $20—$29.99 $30—$49.99 $50—$99.99 $100+ 

Billy Hybacek (S) 

Henry Fishel (S) 

William Ridley (S) 

E.B. Elger (S) 

Mike Williamson (S) 
Wlliam Mead (S) 

   
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P Christofferson (S) 

Paul Middents (S) 

James Foote (S)  

Dennis Anderson (S) 

James Smith Jr. (S) 

Douglas Terry (S) 

John Lynch (S) 

Terry Fessner (S)  

 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al Thurlow (S) 

Darryl Aiello (S) 

Gary Kaiser (S) 

Jack Hamilton (S) 

Jerry Drumm (S) 

Mike Sincich (S) 

Steven Slaton (S) 

Thomas Roper (S) 

Kevin Sheehan (S) 

Myron Gray( S) 

Burton Tharp (S) 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P Christofferso (G) 

Earl Henson (S) 

L.S. Caretti (S) 

 Tommy Robinson (S) 

(IMO Paul Middents) 

Robert Baker (S) 

 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Jerry Drum (G) 

Dennis Nardone( G) 

P. Christofferson( S) 

Tom Reed (G) 

Guy Stitt (S) 

Neil Wollam (S)  

James Adkins Jr. (S) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 

7 MAY 1943-On her 5th 

war patrol USS Wahoo (SS-

238) sinks Japanese mer-

chant passenger/cargo ship 

No.5 Tamon Maru off Ben-

ten Zaki, Honshu, 40°05'N, 

141°53'E. 

 

 

 

 

 

7 MAY 1943-On her very productive 1st war patrol USS 

Snook (SS-279) sinks Japanese merchant cargo ships Tosei 

Maru and No. 3 Shinsei Maru in the Yellow Sea, 36°05'N, 

123°21'E. 

 

Bremerton Base Supporters—2018 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

USS Wahoo (SS 238) USS Snook (SS 279) 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Wahoo_(SS-238)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Snook_(SS-279)


13  

Vol. 22 Issue 2 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2018 

 

 

 

 

USS Pickerel (SS-177)  

Lost on April 3, 1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men 

while on her 7th war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The 

exact cause of her loss has never been determined, but her 

OP area contained numerous minefields. http://

www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_pickerel_ss_177.shtml  

 

USS Snook (SS-279)  

Lost on April 8, 1945 with the loss of 88 officers and men 

while on her 9th war patrol. Snook ranks 10th in total Japa-

nese tonnage sunk and is tied for 9th in the number of ships 

sunk. She was lost near Hainan Island, possibly sunk by a 

Japanese submarine. http://www.subsowespac.org/

world_war_ii_submarines/uss_snook_ss_279.shtml  

 

USS Thresher (SSN-593)  

Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members 

and 17 civilian technicians during deep-diving exercises. 

15 minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated 

with USS Skylark that she was having problems. Skylark 

heard noises "like air rushing into an air tank" - then, si-

lence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently re-

covered bits of debris, including gloves and bits of internal 

insulation. Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the 

submarine had broken up, taking all hands on board to their 

deaths in 1,400 fathoms of water, some 220 miles east of 

Boston. 

 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211)  

Lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss of 80 men off Saipan. 

Winner of 5 Presidential Unit Citations, Gudgeon was on 

her 12th war patrol and most likely due to a combined air 

and surface antisubmarine attack. Gudgeon was the first 

US submarine to go on patrol from Pearl Harbor after the 

Japanese attack. On her first patrol, she became the first 

US submarine to sink an enemy warship, picking off the 

submarine I-173. http://www.subsowespac.org/

world_war_ii_submarines/uss_gudgeon_ss_211.shtml  

USS Grenadier (SS-210)  

Lost on April 22, 1943 near Penang, with no immediate 

loss of life. She was on her 6th war patrol. While stalking a 

convoy, she was spotted by a plane and dove. While pass-

ing 130 feet, the plane dropped a bomb causing severe 

damage. She was lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the 

crew spent hours fighting fires and flooding. When she 

surfaced, she had no propulsion and was attacked by anoth-

er plane, which her crew shot down. But when enemy ships 

arrived, the CO abandoned ship and scuttle the boat. Of the 

61 crew members taken prisoner, 57 survived the war. 

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_grenadier_ss_210.shtml  

 

USS Lagarto (SS 371) 

Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 88 men near the Gulf 

of Siam. On her 2nd war patrol, she is believed to have 

been lost to a radar equipped minelayer. This minelayer 

was sunk by the USS Hawkbill two weeks later. 

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_lagarto_ss_371.shtml 

 

USS Scorpion (SSN 589) 

While returning to Norfolk, VA from a Mediterranean de-

ployment, on May 22, 1968 she reported her position to 

be about 50 miles south of the Azores. Scorpion was 

never heard from again. The exact cause of her loss has 

never been determined. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-

589%29  

 

USS Squalus (SS 192)  

Lost on May 23, 1939 due to a catastrophic valve fail-

ure during a test dive off the Isle of Shoals. Partially 

flooded, the submarine sank to the bottom and came to rest 

keel down in 240 feet of water. Commander Charles Mom-

sen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 

33 survivors use the diving bell he invented. 26 men 

drowned in the after compartments. Later Squalus was 

raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an 

ironic turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carri-

er carrying surviving crew members from Sculpin, which 

had located Squalus in 1939. Only one of survived after 

spending the rest of the war as slave laborers in Japan. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192) 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_pickerel_ss_177.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_pickerel_ss_177.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_pickerel_ss_177.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_snook_ss_279.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_snook_ss_279.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_gudgeon_ss_211.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_gudgeon_ss_211.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_grenadier_ss_210.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_grenadier_ss_210.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_lagarto_ss_371.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_lagarto_ss_371.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192)
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USS Bonefish (SS-223)  

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk 

near Suzu Misaki. Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bone-

fish was on her 8th war patrol. After sinking a passenger-

cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth 

charge attack.  

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_bonefish_ss_223.shtml 

 

USS S-27 (SS-132)  

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Is-

land. She was on the surface in poor visibility, charging 

batteries and drifted into the shoals. When she could not be 

freed and started listing, the captain got the entire crew to 

shore (400 yards). 

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_s_27_ss_132.shtml  

 

USS 0-9 (SS-70)  

Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 34 men when it 

foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, 

NH.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_O-9_(SS-70)  

 

USS Runner (SS-275)  

Lost between June 26th and July 4th 1943 with the loss of 

78 men. Runner was on her 3rd war patrol probably due to 

a mine. Prior to her loss, she reported sinking a freighter 

and a passenger-cargoman off the Kuriles. This boat's last 

known ship sunk happened on June 26th, so she probably 

hit that mine on or after that date but before July 4th, when 

she was scheduled back at Midway.  

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_runner_ss_275.shtml 

 

USS Herring (SS-233)  

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 80 men near Matsuwa 

Island. Herring was on her 8th war patrol and was conduct-

ing a surface attack when a shore battery spotted her and 

made two direct hits on her conning tower and causing her 

loss. Before being sunk, she had sank a freighter and a pas-

senger-cargoman. Herring was the only US submarine 

sunk by a land battery.  

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_herring_ss_233.shtml 

 

USS R-12 (SS-89)  

Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key 

West, FL during a practice torpedo approach. The cause 

was probably due to flooding through a torpedo tube. The 

CO and two other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 

crew members on liberty at the time of the accident.  

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_r-12_ss_89.shtml 

 

USS Golet (SS-361)  

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her 2nd 

war patrol, Golet was apparently lost in battle with antisub-

marine forces north of Honshu. 

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/

uss_golet_ss_361.shtml 

 

 

Memorial Service for  

Captain Paul W. Middents, USN Ret 

 

 A memorial service will be held on Saturday, June 23rd at 

11:00 a.m. at Summit Avenue Presbyterian Church in 

Bremerton. Internment services, with military honors, will 

be held on Monday, June 25th at 11:00 a.m. at the Tahoma 

National Cemetery in Kent, WA. In lieu of flowers, memo-

rial donations can be made to the Navy-Marine Corps Re-

lief Society, P.O. Box 96172, Washington, D.C. 20090-

6172 or to Summit Ave Presbyterian Church at 403 S. 

Summit Ave, Bremerton, WA 98312. An online memorial 

can be viewed at: www.lewischapel.com.  

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_bonefish_ss_223.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_bonefish_ss_223.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_s_27_ss_132.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_s_27_ss_132.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_O-9_(SS-70)
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_runner_ss_275.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_runner_ss_275.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_herring_ss_233.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_herring_ss_233.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_r-12_ss_89.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_r-12_ss_89.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_golet_ss_361.shtml
http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_golet_ss_361.shtml
http://www.lewischapel.com/
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James Henry III passed away 11/26/ 

2017. James qualified in submarines on the USS Hardhead 

(SS- 365) in 1957. He also served on AGSS-569, SS-426, SS-

271, SS-475, SSBN-599, and SSBN-610. James was a CW04 

when he left the Navy. He joined USSVI in 2003 and was a 

member of the Bremerton Base and the Holland Club. With 

James departing on Eternal Patrol, let it be known we have 

lost another hero. Sailor, rest your oar! 

 

Jim L. Shumard passed away 12/31/17. Jim qualified in sub-

marines on the USS John C. Calhoun (SSBN 630) in 1970. He 

also served on SSBN 726. Jim was a Senior Chief Petty Of-

ficer when he left the Navy. He joined USSVI in 1992 and 

was a member of the Bremerton Base. With Jim departing on 

Eternal Patrol, let it be known we have lost another hero. Sail-

or, rest your oar!  

 

Richard C. Dusatko passed away 1/8/2018. Richard qualified 

in submarines on the USS Nautilus SSN- 571 in 1967. He also 

served on AGSS-569, SSN-650 and SSN-638. Richard was an 

ICCS (SS) when he left the Navy. He joined U.S.S.V.I. in 

1995 and was a member of the Bremerton Base and the Hol-

land Club. Richard received his Holland Club certificate at 

our Christmas party this past December and joined us at the 

Retsil Veterans Home when we presented our annual gifts. He 

stated he wanted to get more involved with the Bremerton 

Base. With Richard departing on Eternal Patrol, let it be 

known we have lost another hero.  

 

Paul W. Middents passed away on 4/19/2019. Paul qualified 

in submarines on the USS George Washington (SSBN 598) in 

1968. He also served on SSBN 627, SSN 638, SSBN 

656,SSBN 616, and AS-19. Paul was a Captain when he left 

the Navy. He joined USSVI in 2004 and was a member of the 

Bremerton Base and the Holland Club. With Paul departing 

on Eternal Patrol, let it be known we have lost another hero. 

Sailor, rest your oar! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 

of this life above and beyond the call of duty as Com-

manding Officer of the USS BARB during her Eleventh 

War Patrol along the east coast of China from19 De-

cember 1944, to 15 February 1945. After sinking a 

large enemy ammunition ship and damaging addition-

al tonnage during a running 2-hour night battle on 8 

January, Commander Fluckey, in an exceptional feat 

of brilliant deduction and bold tracking on 23 January, 

located a concentration of more than 30 enemy ships 

in the lower reaches of Nankuan Chiang (Mamkwan 

Harbor). Fully aware that a safe retirement would ne-

cessitate an hour's run at full speed through the un-

charted, mined, and rock-obstructed waters, he 

bravely ordered, 'Battle Station-Torpedoes'! In a dar-

ing penetration of the heavy enemy screen, and riding 

in 5 fathoms of water, he launched the BARBs last for-

ward torpedoes at 3,000-yard range. Quickly bringing 

the ship's stern tubes to bear, he turned loose four 

more torpedoes into the enemy, obtaining eight direct 

hits on six of the main targets to explode a large am-

munition ship and cause inestimable damage by the 

resultant flying shells and other pyrotechnics. Clear-

ing the treacherous area at high speed, he brought the 

BARB through a safety and 4 days later sank a large 

Japanese freighter to complete a record of heroic 

combat achievement, reflecting the highest credit up-

on Commander Fluckey, his gallant officers and men, 

and the United States Naval Service." 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Shipmates on Eternal Patrol 

RADM Eugene Bennett Fluckey 

Commanding Officer, USS BARB  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_B._Fluckey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Barb_(SS-220)
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  by Jim Stanley MSC(SS), USS Chicago SSN-721 1989-92 

 

As the Chief Cook and Bottle Washer aboard the UUS Chicago I was sometimes tasked with trying to develop some rather unso-

phisticated individuals. One such individual was Thomas Craven, MSSA(SU).  

As he was preparing the evening meal one of the steam jacket kettles started to malfunction (probably behind on PMS). He called 

me to the galley for assistance. Seeing a great opportunity, I told him that it was simply out of steam and that he should go to en-

gine room lower level to as for a pitcher of steam.  

He started out of the galley, pitcher in hand, only to wheel quickly around as if he was on to me. I was about to speak, when he 

interjected, "Wait a minute! I need a lid for this thing!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holland Club Certificate Presented to  

Life Member Paul Middents at His Home 

  

Base Cdr Steve Corcoran led several members of the base to a special Holland Club Certificate presentation to retired Capt. 

Paul Middents at his home on March10, 2018. Pictures provided by Larry Brown. 

Paul qualified in submarines 50 years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pitcher of Steam 

Holland Club 

Base Float—USS Bonefish 

Ready for the Armed Forces Day Parade and the Fathoms 

O’Fun Grand Parade. 

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_bonefish_ss_223.shtml
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Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

 

 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator http://gertrude-check.org/

DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

 

 

 

eBenefits is a powerful online support website that allows veterans to apply for Veteran Benefits Online (VONAPP), access VA 

payment history, and check on Compensation & Pension status. Service members and their family also have access to their person-

nel information, DoD TRICARE insurance, educational benefits, and eLearning opportunities. 

 

https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage  

School of the Boat - Veteran Benefits Online (VONAPP) 

Submarine Memorials-Deterrent Park  
Brick Application 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage
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Go to page 8  to continue 

2018—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 907.59 

Scholarship Fund: $17,234.86 

General Fund: 23,557.61* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $207.15    

Net Worth: $72,907.21 

 

Total Members: 262 

Regular Annual Members:  44 

USSVI Life Members: 194 

Base Life Members: 188 

Holland Club Members: 163 

Annual Associate Members: 7 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 239 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star 
Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to drpittman@wavecable.com  

Base life member Jim Gibson (Congor, Spinax, Bass, Car-

bonero, Rock, Pomfret, Catfish & Coucal). Jim is a USSVI 

Life, Holland Club & Cuttlefish Base Member. 

Floyd Crow (James Madison & Parche) 

Carlton Black (Michigan, Alaska & Hawkbill),  

 

Benjamin Pastori (George Bancroft & Georgia) 

Tom Lee ( Cutlass, Sea Leopard, Carp, Whale & Batfish) 

Paul Theisen (Kamehameha, West Virginia, Louisiana, Penn-

sylvania,Tennessee & Tucson).  

John McGannon (John C Calhoun, Olympia,& Ohio). 

Treasurer’s and Base Membership Report—4/30/2018 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or 
active duty - it makes no difference. If you are Qualified in Submarines 
we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 
 

We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the elite fighting force of the United 
States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from the very early boats: S, R 
or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

Base Storekeeper 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     If I don't have it,  I will get  IT !                      

 

Welcome Aboard 

Go to http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm to or-

der, or  better yet, COME TO A MEETING where I 

lay out my wares and show new products.                                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm
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USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 17 Mar  2018  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran called the 

March 17, 2018 meeting to order. Opening 

observances were conducted.  

• World War II Subvet Paul Christofferson, Western Dis-

trict 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott,  John Clear Olympic Peninsula 

Base founder, Ric Hedman Seattle Base Cmdr. and Bill 

Long Blueback Base Cmdr. Were in attendance. 

• Bill Long and members of the Blueback Base were on 

hand to capture the Traveling Dolphins. 

• The speaker was Seattle Base Command-

er Ric Hedman  who gave us a slide presentation on his 

research on two U. S. submarine enlisted sailors from the 

early/mid 1900's. Ric Hedman is an avid Submarine His-

torian. He runs a web site Pigboat.com 

• The minutes for the February 17, 2018 were accepted as 

written. 

• Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports we have 

$70,043.94 in all accounts and we have 260 members. 

• Puget Sounding Editor Dave Pitmann reports deadline for 

submitting articles is 1 May. He also informed the mem-

bership the on line copy has more information that the 

hard copy. 

• Base Parades Chairman John Gardner reports the Annual 

Dolphin Dash will be April 14 at Bangor and the Bremer-

ton Armed Forces Parade will be May 19. 

• Deterrent Park Chairman and Gertrude-Check Webmaster 

Don Bassler reports the next brick install will be May 27. 

He is always accepting articles for Gertrude-Check. 

• Western District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott reminds everyone 

that the Western District Round Up will be April 23 – 27 

at Sam’s Town Hotel in Las Vegas. 

• Fred Bergmann reports the new website is offline. 

• Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran reminded everyone the Sub-

marine Birthday Ball will be 7 April at the Sheraton in 

Seattle, the annual Dolphin Dash will be 14 April on Sub-

marine Base Bangor and the next meeting will be 17 

April, Tuesday Evening at 1700 at the Fleet Reserve. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

Seattle Base Commander Ric Hedman  gave a slide presenta-

tion on his research of two U. S. submarine enlisted sailors 

from the early/mid 1900's: MM2 Alfred G. Prien and Ruben 

Macneil Raiford (Rayford).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Click on the names above for their history. 

 

9/18/2016 

  

The rain was pouring and there was 

a big puddle in front of the bar just 

outside the American Legion Post.  

A ragged old Navy Chief was stand-

ing near the edge with a fishing line 

in the puddle.  

A curious young Marine fighter pilot 

came over to him and asked what he was doing.  

"Fishing," the old chief simply said.  

"Poor old fool," the Marine officer thought to himself, and he 

invited the old Navy Chief into the bar for a drink.  

As he felt he should start some conversation while they were 

sipping their whiskey, the fighter pilot asked, "And how many 

have you caught today?"  

"You're number ten," the old Chief answered.  "2 Airdales, 3 

Soldiers & 5 Marines."  

Base Minutes—Mar 2018 Ric Hedman 

From the Hank Hollis Archive 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ric-hedman-31b26b8?Name=Seattle?s=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ric-hedman-31b26b8?Name=Seattle?s=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ric-hedman-31b26b8?Name=Seattle?s=
http://pigboats.com/features5.html?a=?a=
https://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=ShadowBoxProfile&type=Person&ID=676563
https://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/servlet/tws.webapp.WebApp?cmd=ShadowBoxProfile&type=Person&ID=676563
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USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 18 Feb  2018  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

Annual Breakfast Social at the Bremerton Elks Lodge 

The Annual Breakfast Social/February Monthly Meeting was 

held at the Bremerton Elks Lodge on Saturday, February 17th.  

The event drew 50-plus submariners and guests. After a buffet

-style breakfast, Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the 

meeting to order with the traditional Tolling of the Boats for 

February. This was followed by an introduction of WWII 

Subvet Paul Christofferson, who entertained us with a cou-

ple of amusing events of his past including service in both the 

Navy and the Army. Steve then introduced USSVI Western 

District 4 Commander Jim DeMott, who briefed attendees on 

the annual Western Region Round Up to be held in Reno later 

in the spring. Entertainment by magician Joe Black followed 

- he put on an entertaining show in which he got several at-

tendees involved to the amusement of all. Closing ceremonies 

concluded the meeting. Note: Adapted from a Gertrude Check 

post dated 2/18/18. 

 

 

 

Base Minutes—Feb 2018 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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The Blueback Base “stole” the coveted Traveling Dolphins 

from the Bremerton Base.  As required, the Blueback pirates 

provided us with a couple of sea stories that were entertaining 

and inspirational.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right are the conspirators Norm Ernst, Dave 

Vrooman, victim Steve Corcoran - Bremerton Base Com-

mander, Bill Long - leader of the troops and Alan Brodie. 

 

Blueback Base sends: 

 

    The Western District 4 "Traveling Dolphin" program was 

established by then District Commander John Mansfield in 

2009. John started the, now closed South Sound Base. One of 

his Base Members, Mike Robb carved them. John Clear of, 

now closed Olympic Peninsula Base added the traveling bag. 

Since that time, they have circulated among the Washington 

State bases.  

 

    Today, 17 March 2018, 4 members of the Blueback Base 

traveled to Bremerton, "infiltrated" their Base meeting and 

with all the stealth of a Virginia Class Submarine such as the 

new USS OREGON (SSN-793), "stole" the dolphins then 

hightailed it back across the border to the safety of Oregon 

with the prize.  

 

    I contacted John Mansfield to let him know his dolphins 

made it out of Washington. His response: "Now that they're in 

Oregon, maybe Rogue Umpqua can get them from you. I'd 

like to see that. Bremerton is pretty aggressive about captur-

ing them back." We need to prepare for either of these scenar-

ios. Maybe post the COB at the entrance to our meetings with 

a duty belt and night stick sort of like the barracks watch in 

boot camp. Just kidding.  

 

    It would be great to have members of other bases visit our 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a picture I found that shows us (Francis Scott Key 

SSBN657) and the  Thomas A. Edison SSBN610 passing in 

the Panama Canal.  I think it was the first time that two 

SSBNs had been in the canal at the same time. Although you 

can’t tell who was on deck, I was topside on the Key and we 

had a BBQ with some VIPs from the embassy on board.  You 

can barely see  us on the deck of the farthest boat in the pic-

ture. We were transiting from the Pacific to the Atlantic com-

ing from overhaul at PSNS so there were no missiles aboard 

and I doubt if the Edison had missiles  aboard either because I 

think in those days boats with missiles aboard 

didn’t go through the canal. 

Five surgeons are discussing who makes the Best patients to 

operate on.  The first surgeon,  says,  "I like to see accountants 

on my operating table  because when you open them up, eve-

rything inside is numbered."   The second, responds,  "Yeah, 

but you should try electricians!  Everything inside them is 

color coded." The third surgeon, says, "No, I really think li-

brarians are the best!   Everything inside them is in alphabeti-

cal order." The fourth surgeon, chimes in: "You know, I like 

construction workers…  Those guys always understand when 

you have a few parts left over.'  But the fifth surgeon, shut 

them all up when he said: 'You're all wrong. Politicians are 

the easiest to operate on.There's no guts, no heart, no balls, no 

brains, and no spine… Plus, the head and the ass are inter-

changeable! 

 

Cheers, 

Dutch 

Traveling Dolphins  

Five Surgeons 

Dutch Kaiser Reminisces 

http://bluebackbase.org/
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GMC John Henry “Dick” Turpin 
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• April 07—0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called 

the meeting to order  

• Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran; 

Vice Cmdr. Don Carpenter; Secretary Wayne Sieckow-

ski; and Past Commander Jim DeMott. Others attending 

the meeting included,   Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris,  

Base Parade Chairman John Gardner, and Deterrent Park 

Chairman and Gertrude Check Webmaster Don Bassler  

• The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were dis-

cussed . 

• Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports the Base’s worth 

is $70,387.37 and we have 263 members.  

• Base Parades Chairman John Gardner reports the Dolphin  

• Dash will be April 14, 2018 at Bangor. Volunteers are 

still needed.  

• Deterrent Park Coordinator and Gertrude Check Webmas-

ter Don Bassler will install 2 bricks on 27 May and he  is 

always accepting Articles for Gertrude Check. 

• Bonefish Float Chairman Sam Swenson reports base 

member Dutch Kaiser has refurbished the Name Boards 

and the new skirts will cost more than $650.00. 

• Base Historian Bob Paul distributed the Base Informa-

tional Hand Outs. 

• Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran talked about the Enlisted 

Submarine Birthday Ball tonight at the Seattle Sheraton, 

the National Convention Cruise, Membership Drive, and 

Western District Round Up in Las Vegas April 23 – 27.  

He also talked about fund raising ideas. A Basket raffle at 

the FRA again, spaghetti feed in the fall and maybe a 

Parking lot sale at the Fleet Reserve, Memorial Day Cere-

mony Thursday 24 May at 1030 at Deterrent Park, USS 

Scorpion Memorial Service, and the USS Bremerton arri-

val Plans. 

• The next meeting will be on May 5 2018 

• March 03—0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called 

the meeting to order  

• Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran; 

Vice Cmdr. Don Carpenter; Secretary Wayne Sieckow-

ski; and Past Commander Jim DeMott. Others attending 

the meeting included,   Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris,  

Base Parade Chairman John Gardner, and Deterrent Park 

Chairman and Gertrude Check Webmaster Don Bassler  

• The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were dis-

cussed  

• Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris talked about various items 

he has for sale. 

• Base Parades Chairman  John Gardner 

reports the Dolphin Dash will be April 

14 , 2018 at Bangor Base  

• Cmdr. Steve Corcoran talked about the 

Submarine Birthday Ball April 7th at 

the Seattle Sheraton, the National 

Convention Cruise, Membership Drive, and Western Dis-

trict Round Up in Las Vegas April 23 – 27.  He also 

talked about fund raising ideas. A Basket raffle at the 

FRA again, spaghetti feed in the fall and maybe a Parking 

lot sale at the Fleet Reserve.  

• The next meeting will be on St Patrick’s Day and the 

Base Cmdr. will provide Corn Beef and Cabbage and all 

the fixings. 

• Feb 03—0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called 

the meeting to order  

• Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran; 

Vice Cmdr. Don Carpenter; Secretary Wayne Sieckow-

ski; and Past Commander Jim DeMott. Others attending 

the meeting included,   Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris,  

Base Parade Chairman John Gardner, and Deterrent Park 

Chairman and Gertrude Check Webmaster Don Bassler  

• The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were dis-

cussed  

• Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports the Base’s worth 

is $71,298.87 and we have 270 members.  

• Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris talked about various items 

he has for sale. 

• Past Cmdr. Jim DeMott reports the performer for the Feb. 

Breakfast meeting will cost $600.00  

• Base Parades Chairman  John Gardner reports the Dol-

phin Dash will be April 14 , 2018 at Bangor 

• Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran talked  about the Submarine 

Birthday Ball April 7th at the Seattle Sheraton, the Nation-

al Convention Cruise, Membership Drive, Western Dis-

trict Round Up in Las Vegas April 23 – 27 and the Febru-

ary 17 Breakfast meeting. He also talked about fund rais-

ing ideas. A Basket raffle at the FRA again, the base 

treasurer  Dennis Nardone volunteered to donate a 

$100.00 toward the basket. 

Respectfully Submitted ,  

Wayne Sieckowski  Base Secretary 

Base E-Board Minutes—Apr 2018 

Base E-Board Minutes—Feb 2018 

Base E-Board Minutes—Mar 2018 
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After many years of planning and quite a few setbacks, ground 

was broken on Monday morning on the long-awaited Veterans 

Affairs outpatient clinic in Silverdale. 

"As we break ground today, there's one word that comes to 

mind more than any other, and it's 'Phew!'" said U.S. Rep. 

Derek Kilmer. "To say that this has been a long time coming 

would be quite an understatement." 

In October 2015, the VA Puget Sound selected a building on 

Kitsap Way in Bremerton, which previously housed a Rite Aid, 

as its new clinic site. But the project was waylaid when it was 

discovered the building wasn't up to federal seismic standards. 

The VA terminated the lease for that facility in January 2017 

and headed back to the drawing board before selecting the Sil-

verdale site last July. 

Construction should be completed in about one year, said Mike 

Brown, a partner with Veterans Plaza LLC, which will build the 

clinic. Bremerton-based architecture firm Rice Fergus Miller 

designed it. 

For years, the VA Puget Sound has sought to build a larger clin-

ic in Kitsap County to address the backlog and long wait times 

at the existing 6,000-square-foot VA clinic at 925 Adele Ave. in 

Bremerton. 

"We've definitely outgrown that space, not only with the num-

ber of veterans we need to serve, but when it comes to technolo-

gy and the services available there," said Michael Tadyuch, di-

rector of the VA Puget Sound Health Care System.  

About 37,000 veterans in the area are eligible to receive health 

care from the Bremerton clinic. 

"(They) should be able to receive the health care services they 

deserve, right here in our community, rather than traveling to 

Seattle or American Lake for attention," said Kitsap County 

Commissioner Charlotte Garrido. 

The future Silverdale clinic will be a 15,000-square-foot, one-

story building with a large lobby space, a covered drop-off area 

and a parking lot of more than 90 spots.  

The clinic will be located at 9177 Ridgetop Blvd., right in the 

middle of the county's commercial hub, with access to Clear 

Creek and the neighboring hiking trail.  

Urban City Brew Co. is currently located at the future clinic's 

street address. Once construction begins to pick up, the coffee 

shop will be moving to a new location at 15220 Silverdale Way 

NW, said owner Kaitlin Hubbell.  

The clinic will offer expanded mental health services and tele-

medicine services as well as provide access to an additional 

home-based primary care team and on-site physical therapy, 

said VA Puget Sound spokeswoman Kimberly Wilkie. 

The VA opened a temporary administrative office at 2771 Hem-

lock St. in Bremerton at the beginning of March to alleviate 

some of the strain on the Bremerton clinic until the Silverdale 

clinic begins providing care to patients. 

Certain health care functions, such as the home-based primary 

care, tele-health and tele-mental health programs, moved over to 

the annex to open up more clinical space to treat patients at the 

Bremerton clinic.  

Although the annex predominantly houses administrative func-

tions, patients can be seen at the annex for tele-dermatology 

services by appointment only. For all other health care needs, 

patients need to go to the Bremerton clinic, Wilkie said.  

Once the Silverdale clinic is operational, both the Bremerton 

clinic and the temporary administration office are slated to 

close.  

Many veterans are looking forward to the expand care possibili-

ties the larger clinic could offer.  

"I'll have to come check it out because the old facility didn't 

have what I needed," said Daniel Defenbaugh, a veteran who 

served in the Navy for seven and half years and worked at the 

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. 

Although Defenbaugh has sought out mostly private health care 

for his medical needs, he goes to the Bremerton clinic when he 

can. 

"They seem to have a caring staff, but they're restricted on what 

they can provide," he said. "I think the frustration with so many 

veterans is the wait time, but that's a problem with healthcare in 

general." 

Defenbaugh is looking forward to when the clinic opens for the 

possibility of it becoming a sort of central meeting place for 

veterans and the community to interact. 

"Another aspect of it is that could be more of a kind of meeting 

place where people can just kind of show up and have some 

interaction with some of the vets as sort of a way to give back," 

he said.   

Veteran Affairs Community Based  

Outpatient Clinic in Silverdale 

http://archive.kitsapsun.com/news/local/va-puget-sound-announces-bremerton-clinic-location-ep-1300172150-354332451.html
http://archive.kitsapsun.com/news/local/va-puget-sound-announces-bremerton-clinic-location-ep-1300172150-354332451.html
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/local/2017/01/19/va-terminates-lease-planned-bremerton-clinic-location/96797598/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/2017/07/08/va-selects-silverdale-site-new-veterans-clinic/460980001/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/2017/07/08/va-selects-silverdale-site-new-veterans-clinic/460980001/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/local/2018/01/19/design-nearly-final-new-silverdale-va-clinic/1040877001/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/local/2017/12/01/temporary-va-administrative-offices-open-east-bremerton-spring/910090001/
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Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin Ceremony 

Honor Guard 

Jerry Drumm receives his Letter and Pin 

The Vietnam War was a long, costly armed conflict that pitted 

the communist regime of North Vietnam and its southern al-

lies, known as the Viet Cong, against South Vietnam and its 

principal ally, the United States. The divisive war, increasingly 

unpopular at home, ended with the withdrawal of U.S. forces 

in 1973 and the unification of Vietnam under Communist con-

trol two years later. More than 3 million people, including 

58,000 Americans, were killed in the conflict. 

https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war  

 

https://www.history.com/news/6-things-you-may-not-know-

about-the-vietnam-veterans-memorial  

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?

q=Vietnam+POW+S+Coming+Home&&view=detail&mid=B

201456F40D42C05FE38B201456F40D42C05FE38&rvsmid=

6C360BD69CADF279E5A86C360BD69CAD-

F279E5A8&FORM=VDQVAP  

https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war
https://www.history.com/news/6-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-vietnam-veterans-memorial
https://www.history.com/news/6-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-vietnam-veterans-memorial
https://www.history.com/news/6-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-vietnam-veterans-memorial
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Vietnam+POW+S+Coming+Home&&view=detail&mid=B201456F40D42C05FE38B201456F40D42C05FE38&rvsmid=6C360BD69CADF279E5A86C360BD69CADF279E5A8&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Vietnam+POW+S+Coming+Home&&view=detail&mid=B201456F40D42C05FE38B201456F40D42C05FE38&rvsmid=6C360BD69CADF279E5A86C360BD69CADF279E5A8&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Vietnam+POW+S+Coming+Home&&view=detail&mid=B201456F40D42C05FE38B201456F40D42C05FE38&rvsmid=6C360BD69CADF279E5A86C360BD69CADF279E5A8&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Vietnam+POW+S+Coming+Home&&view=detail&mid=B201456F40D42C05FE38B201456F40D42C05FE38&rvsmid=6C360BD69CADF279E5A86C360BD69CADF279E5A8&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Vietnam+POW+S+Coming+Home&&view=detail&mid=B201456F40D42C05FE38B201456F40D42C05FE38&rvsmid=6C360BD69CADF279E5A86C360BD69CADF279E5A8&FORM=VDQVAP
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During the month of December 1967, the ballistic missile sub-

marine, USS George C. Marshall SSBN-564, collided with a 

Soviet submarine while submerged on patrol in the Mediterra-

nean Sea. The damage was severe enough to prompt an imme-

diate abort of Marshall’s mission and the submarine returned to 

Rota, Spain.  

   

USS Canopus AS-34, home ported in Rota, was serving as 

flagship and tender for Submarine Squadron 16 and the task 

fell to Canopus’s Repair Department to assess the damage to 

Marshall and recommend a disposition of the same. The Mar-

shall pulled alongside Canopus, but the damage was not readily 

visible because it was all located below Marshall’s surfaced 

waterline. Canopus’s divers were sent down for a look and to 

take photographs of the damaged area. The information they 

gathered was not encouraging. 

    

Marshall had a large gash in the outer shell plating of two star-

board ballast tanks that measured approximately sixteen feet in 

length by approximately five feet at the widest point. The 

heavy ballistic steel bulkhead that separated the two ballast 

tanks also sustained a large V shaped tear in it. A set of large, 

high-pressure air flasks mounted inside the ballast tanks along 

with their high-pressure piping had been ripped out of their 

foundations. 

    

Since all the damage was located beneath the submarine’s sur-

faced waterline a dry-dock was required for any repairs that 

were to be accomplished. This presented a further problem 

because SubRon 16’s floating dry-dock, the Oak Ridge ARDM

-1 was itself in dry-dock in Cadiz, Spain for overhaul. None of 

the commercial dry-docks in the area could be used due to se-

curity problems and returning Marshall to the States in its con-

dition was out of the question. 

Canopus’s Repair Department Shipfitters recommended fabri-

cating a cofferdam that could be secured to the hull of the Mar-

shall, the water could then be pumped out and repairs made to 

the damaged area of the submarine. This plan was approved, 

and work commenced on the 20th of December 1967. 

Due to the size of the finished cofferdam the decision was 

made to fabricate it on Canopus’s helicopter deck. This also 

provided a staging area for the receipt of the large quantities of 

material required for repairing Marshall’s damaged ballast 

tanks. When fabrication of the cofferdam was complete, Cano-

pus Riggers, using the Squadron’s floating crane, hoisted the 

cofferdam and placed it on the side of Marshall. Canopus Di-

vers, using wire straps and chain hoists secured the cofferdam 

to Marshall’s shell ensuring a watertight fit. 

     

With the cofferdam securely in place and it and the Marshall’s 

damaged ballast tanks de-watered, the task of repairing the 

damaged structure and shell plating began. The HP air flasks 

were removed and the damaged piping repaired and capped. 

The damaged structure, shell plating and bulkhead were 

cropped out and replaced to as-built conditions in accordance 

with Marshall’s engineering drawings. 

        

After working around the clock beginning the 20th of Decem-

ber, Canopus completed their task on the 17th of January 1968 

enabling USS George C. Marshall to return to sea to complete 

its patrol. 

    

Citation: Reference found in the appendix of the book, Blind 

Man’s Bluff: The Untold Story of American Submarine Espio-

nage by Sherry Sontag, Christopher Drew, Annette Lawrence 

Drew  

  

Note from Richard Retin: For this amazing engineering effort, 

among many others over its 30 years of service, I consider it a 

point in fact that "the Canopus was the ship that could build or 

repair anything".  

 

Visit http://www.usscanopus.org/CofferDam.htm for photos 

and more. 

      

Dutch Kaiser sends:  I was the topside Chief during this re-

pair.  The cofferdam they designed did not fit tightly so they 

used a 6 inch thick gasket to and chain hoists to attach it to the 

boat.  The whole operation was a miracle and easily the most 

interesting project I was ever involved in. The shipfitters and 

divers from the Canopus deserved medals for this project and I 

think some of them got a medal. We, our crew on the Marshall, 

thought initially we would be going back to the states for re-

pairs and were not to happy when the repair officer on the Ca-

nopus said they could fix the gashes in the ballast tanks. 

Collision at Sea  
USS George C. Marshall (SSBN 564) 

http://www.usscanopus.org/CofferDam.htm
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A few months after the Falkland Islands, A British nuclear sub-

marine, the HMS Conqueror, was sneaking up on a Polish-

flagged spy-trawler. (They were apparently everywhere during 

the Cold War.) The Conqueror’s mission was to steal a two-

mile-long string of hydrophones, or a towed sonar array.  

It was dark, in the early hours, and the sea was freezing as Her 

Majesty’s Submarine Conqueror came to periscope depth. Her 

captain, Christopher Wreford-Brown, had been stalking his 

target methodically, a hunter in pursuit of wary prey. There she 

was, 1,000 yards ahead, slow-moving, seemingly unaware of 

the submarine coming up on her tail. Gathered around Com-

mander Wreford-Brown in the darkened operations room, of-

ficers and men waited in silence, inner tension masked by out-

ward calm. It was 1982 and this was the real thing.  

HMS Conqueror is famous, some would say notorious, for 

sinking the Argentinian cruiser General Belgrano. The nuclear-

powered attack submarine, a type also known menacingly as a 

hunter-killer, that year became the first of her kind to fire in 

anger. The Belgrano was sent to bottom in short order, her an-

cient hull rent by two torpedoes: 323 men, many of them young 

conscripts, died. The Falklands war began in earnest that day, 

May 2 1982.  

But the ship now in the crosshairs was not the Belgrano. This 

was August, almost two months after the liberation of the Falk-

lands, and on the other side of the world, in the Barents Sea, 

backyard of the mighty Soviet Northern Fleet. Conqueror was 

sailing as close to Russian territorial waters as was legally al-

lowed – or maybe closer. Submariners, a tight-knit community, 

politely disdainful of their surface counterparts, joke that there 

are two types of naval vessel: submarines and targets. Wreford-

Brown’s target was a spy trawler – an AGI in Nato parlance, 

meaning Auxiliary General Intelligence. Crammed with inter-

ception and detection equipment, they were a ubiquitous pres-

ence during the Cold War, shadowing Nato exercises or loiter-

ing off naval bases.  

This one was special: Polish-flagged, she was pulling a device 

long coveted by the British and Americans, a two-mile string 

of hydrophones known as a towed-array sonar. It was the latest 

thing in Soviet submarine-detection technology and Conquer-

or’s job was to steal it. To do so, the bow was equipped with 

electronically controlled pincers, provided by the Americans, 

to gnaw through the three-inch-thick steel cable connecting it 

to the trawler. The name of this audacious exercise in piracy? 

Operation Barmaid.  

Thirty years on, and the story of this mission, classified Top 

Secret to this day, is being told. It may be that the Russian gov-

ernment is learning for the first time the fate of what was one 

of its most closely guarded devices.  

“This was a quite remarkable feat, a daring exploit that carried 

with it immense risk,” says the documentary maker Stuart 

Prebble, whose new book, Secrets of the Conqueror, discloses 

the existence of Barmaid. “When we think of the Cold War we 

think of Cuba and Berlin and missiles and tanks, but it was at 

sea, and under the sea in particular, where the East-West strug-

gle was often at its most dangerous.  

“I have known about Barmaid for nearly 30 years and two 

years ago I approached the Ministry of Defence and asked that 

its details be released under the 30-year rule. They spent eight 

months thinking about it and eventually came back and said no. 

Their final position was that, although they wouldn’t help, they 

wouldn’t try to stop me writing about it.”  

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s the Anglo-Americans rested 

on their laurels, confident of their superiority in naval technolo-

gy over the fledgling Soviet fleet. But as the 1970s wore on 

that confidence was eroded. Soviet submarines were not just 

becoming quieter and faster, they were able to turn the tables 

on their supposedly more advanced Western opponents. Sub-

mariners call it “bouncing”, the practice of creeping up on a 

hostile submarine before switching on active, wave-emitting 

sonar. The deafening ping in the earphones of the target crew 

tells them: “I’m here. If this was a war, you’d be dead.”  

Towed-array sonar is different. It is passive and does not emit a 

signal. It floats at a prescribed depth, trailing behind a ship or 

submarine, simply listening for enemy submarines. Because 

the hydrophones are spaced out, they can achieve a multi-

dimensional fix on a target, and are less vulnerable to noise 

from the host vessel. The American and British navies imag-

ined themselves to be far ahead in this technology and were 

disturbed to discover that the Russians were matching them.  

Had they caught up through ingenuity, or by spying?  

 

[See Operation Barmaid p. 28] 

 

Operation Barmaid 
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[From p. 27] Operation Barmaid  

 

 

The issue was sensitive for the British, who had been plagued 

by spy scandals in the post-war period. The “Portland Spy 

Ring” had betrayed naval secrets, as had the Admiralty clerk 

John Vassall. The Americans took the lead, conceiving a pro-

ject to capture a towed array and discover its origins. General 

Dynamics, supplier of kit to the CIA, built the pincer equip-

ment, which was installed in British submarines. But why not 

use the bigger US Navy?  

“There are two schools of thought about that,” says Prebble, a 

former editor of World in Action. “The British believed they 

were selected because they had more skilled submariners, and 

exercises do seem to bear this out. British submariners tend not 

to play by the book to the extent that the Americans do.  

“The more cynical view has it that if a British sub was caught 

the diplomatic fall-out would be less severe than if an Ameri-

can one was involved. No one wanted to provoke a superpower 

confrontation.”  

Cutting a towed-array cable and making it look like an acci-

dental loss was no easy task. Before Conqueror was fitted with 

the television-guided pincers, her sister ship HMS Churchill 

had tried to steam through an array to sever it from the towing 

ship. She was damaged and depth-charged for her pains. Con-

queror made two attempts to use the pincers, in the Barents Sea 

and the Mediterranean, before her final attempt in August.  

“When crews heard about these pincers, everybody thought it 

was absolutely crazy,” says Prebble. “Their use demanded the 

most brilliant seamanship, coming up from below into the ar-

ray’s blind spot and edging towards the cutting point only a 

few yards from the tow ship. The pincers were designed to 

gnaw rather than slice cleanly to give the impression that the 

array had snagged on an underwater obstacle and been torn 

off.”  

There, then, was Wreford-Brown, staring though his periscope 

that August night. The TV cameras were useless until a few 

inches from the target, so black was the Arctic water. Wreford-

Brown and his officers had to fall back on mental arithmetic to 

calculate their distance from the target.  

“That was the genius of the exercise,” says Prebble. “There is a 

way of approaching the blind spot that involves going deep and 

then coming up at an angle, literally below the vessel.”  

The trawler’s propeller was feet away from Conqueror’s hull. 

A momentary miscalculation and a collision was inevitable. 

But nerves held and a connection was made. The pincer blades 

gnawed, and in seconds that seemed like hours the array was 

freed. Clamps held on to the cable as Conqueror dropped away 

to a safe depth, trailing the array by her side.  

“Everyone in the control room was tense,” says one of those 

present. “We were expecting at any time that we would be dis-

covered and were ready to run, if necessary.”  

None of the crewmen who spoke to Prebble was prepared to 

confirm Conqueror’s position but the suspicion is that the oper-

ation took place inside Soviet territorial waters, just three miles 

from the coast. If discovered, the sub would have faced attack 

from Russian air and naval units. Once Conqueror reached a 

safe distance, divers were sent out to secure the array. The sub-

marine later surfaced so that they could swim out again to haul 

the device aboard and bundle it in the hull.  

Did the crew of the AGI know what had happened? Even if 

they suspected foul play it would not have been in their inter-

ests to admit it to their superiors. A sojourn in the gulag might 

have followed.  

Immediately after Conqueror reached her base on the Clyde, 

the array was put on to an aircraft and sent for analysis in the 

United States. It is said that the name Conqueror was whis-

pered with a certain reverence in the Pentagon for some time 

afterwards.  

Following the sinking of the Belgrano, much speculation sur-

rounded the disappearance of the Conqueror’s logs. The as-

sumption in some quarters was that they had been destroyed to 

conceal embarrassing details about the submarine’s movements 

before and after the attack on the cruiser. Prebble thinks other-

wise. “I believe the logs were shredded or incinerated to hide 

the Barents Sea operation,” he says. “This was a top-secret 

mission.”  

The submarine arm is known as the Silent Service, partly be-

cause of its stealthy approach to warfare but also because of the 

secrecy attending its activities. Rarely does it receive public 

praise. Now, at least, we know of Operation Barmaid. The 

Conqueror’s crew had to celebrate their triumph in secret. Let’s 

hope they enjoyed a pint or two. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/…/HMS-Conquerors-biggest-

secret… 

 

 

Operation Barmaid 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2Fdefence%2F9602103%2FHMS-Conquerors-biggest-secret-a-raid-on-Russia.html&h=ATNS-hgZpQOabD0dltbeeyeC7P2QMEJjUuZwPymIPAa3di7jJQBGLicfLF7B4e4TZWoRmERWH-Gu3v062JqfXkn4fR_SGfKDx9kklD
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuknews%2Fdefence%2F9602103%2FHMS-Conquerors-biggest-secret-a-raid-on-Russia.html&h=ATNS-hgZpQOabD0dltbeeyeC7P2QMEJjUuZwPymIPAa3di7jJQBGLicfLF7B4e4TZWoRmERWH-Gu3v062JqfXkn4fR_SGfKDx9kklD
https://www.amazon.com/Sinking-Belgrano-Gavshon-Desmond-Hardcover/dp/B01181ZJ7S/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1525732835&sr=8-6&keywords=the+sinking+of+the+belgrano
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Dolphin Dash Chair - John Gardner. 

Registration table- Robert Webster 

Registration table - Fred Borgmann 

Registration table  - Wayne Sieckowski 

Storekeeper/ Pre-registration - Ralph Harris 

Float -  Sam Swenson 

Set-up and tear down - Don Carpenter 

Participant / Pre-registration - Dutch Kaiser 

Photographer - Dennis Nardone  

 

The annual Dolphin Dash was held at NBK Bangor 

on Saturday, April 14th under USSVI Bremerton 

Base's Dash leader, John Gardner. The base treas-

ury received income from this event for scholarship 

support. The 10K, 5K, and 1 Mile Results follow. 

See photos on FB https://www.facebook.com/

Bremerton-Base-USSVI-295687423906027/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bremerton Base Commander Steve Corcoran and Storekeeper 

Ralph Harris, representing U.S.S.V.I. Bremerton Base, wel-

comed the USS Bremerton (SSN 698) home to its namesake 

city. A base challenge coin and polo shirt was presented to the 

Commanding Officer. Bremerton Base members Steve Corco-

ran, Jerry Drumm, John Gardner, and Dave Pittman attended 

the arrival reception on 4/30/2018 at the Kitsap Conference 

Center hosted by the Bremerton Navy League. 

 

The Bremerton was commissioned in 1981, and near the end 

of her lifespan, became the oldest commissioned submarine in 

the U.S. Navy fleet. USS Bremerton completed her final de-

ployment earlier this month, returning home to Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii before making the trip to Bremerton for deactivation. 

Bremerton’s Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate 

Maintenance Facility is the first and only U.S. Navy facility to 

handle the deactivation and recycling of decommissioned nu-

clear-powered ships. USS Bremerton (SSN 698) was the sec-

ond ship to be named after our state. The first was USS 

Bremerton (CA 130), a heavy cruiser built during World War 

II. 

 

Bremerton Base Commander Steve 

Corcoran greets Bremerton crew 

members at NBK Bremerton yester-

day as she arrived from Hawaii en-

route to decommissioning at 

PSNS.  Group 9 Protocol Officer, 

Pam Love, is standing next to me. She 

did an awesome job hosting. 

 

Additional photos and information may be found on:  

https://www.kitsapsun.com/picture-gallery/

news/2018/04/28/uss-bremerton-arrives/34342091/?s= 

 

USS Bremerton returns to namesake city for deactivation  

https://www.kitsapsun.com/media/cinematic/

video/34291653/uss-bremerton-returns-to-namesake-city-

for-deactivation/?b=  

Dolphin Dash USS Bremerton 

https://www.facebook.com/Bremerton-Base-USSVI-295687423906027/
https://www.facebook.com/Bremerton-Base-USSVI-295687423906027/
https://www.kitsapsun.com/picture-gallery/news/2018/04/28/uss-bremerton-arrives/34342091/?s
https://www.kitsapsun.com/picture-gallery/news/2018/04/28/uss-bremerton-arrives/34342091/?s
https://www.kitsapsun.com/media/cinematic/video/34291653/uss-bremerton-returns-to-namesake-city-for-deactivation/?b=
https://www.kitsapsun.com/media/cinematic/video/34291653/uss-bremerton-returns-to-namesake-city-for-deactivation/?b=
https://www.kitsapsun.com/media/cinematic/video/34291653/uss-bremerton-returns-to-namesake-city-for-deactivation/?b=
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SAN DIEGO (NNS) -- The Ohio-class ballistic missile subma-

rine USS Nebraska (SSBN 739) along with the U.S. Navy's 

Strategic Systems Programs (SSP) conducted successful test 

flights of two Trident II D5 Missiles, March 26. 

 

The unarmed test missiles were launched as part of Demonstra-

tion and Shakedown Operation (DASO) 28 in the Pacific Test 

Range off the coast of Southern California. 

 

The missiles were launched as a double mission test and were 

the key element of DASO 28, which marked the 166th and 

167th successful test flights of the Trident II D5 missile since 

its introduction to the fleet in 1989. The primary objective of 

the DASO is to evaluate and demonstrate the readiness of the 

SSBN's strategic weapon system and crew before operational 

deployment following midlife refueling overhaul.  

 

SSP, along with Naval Ordnance Test Unit, oversees the 

DASO certification process and provides integrated testing and 

evaluation capabilities, while various other organizations pro-

vide support. More than 130 special guests were invited aboard 

USNS Waters (T-AGS 45), a Military Sealift Command 

(MSC) vessel, to witness the event and learn more about SSP 

and the DASO process. 

 

"The successful completion of DASO 28 was not only an im-

portant milestone in USS Nebraska's return to service, but also 

an important demonstration of the reliable and credible sea-

based leg of the U.S. nuclear deterrent triad," said Capt. Mark 

Behning, deputy director, SSP. 

 

Waters is an MSC vessel that provides support during the 

DASO launch as part of its mission. Instrumentation and per-

sonnel, such as engineers and scientists, are embarked aboard 

Waters to track the submarine and missile throughout the 

launch process. Capt. Mike Elmstrom, commanding officer, 

Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific (SWFPAC), and his crew 

took part in the design modifications of the D5 missiles and 

planning the test. 

 

"Team SWFPAC put in many hours assembling, preparing and 

loading these flight test missiles," said Elmstrom. "This is a 

great opportunity for many of us to see the results of those im-

pressive efforts."  

 

Guests who watched the launch aboard Waters said it was a 

once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

 

"The launch was one of the most fascinating things I have ever 

seen," said Allen Beermann, executive director, Nebraska Press 

Association. "It was truly an experience of a lifetime and I am 

glad I was invited to attend this wonderful event." 

 

USS Nebraska (SSBN 739) is the 14th submarine of the Ohio-

class of ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs), and the second 

U.S. Navy ship to bear the name. Assigned to Submarine 

Group 9, Nebraska is one of eight ballistic-missile submarines 

homeported at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, Wash.  

 

The mission of the SSBN force is strategic deterrence, by 

providing the United States with its most survivable and endur-

ing nuclear strike capability. Ohio-class submarines serve as an 

undetectable launch platform for submarine-launched ballistic 

missiles. They are considered the most survivable leg of the 

nuclear triad; the other legs being long-range bombers and land

-based intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

 

By Mass Communication Specialist First Class Ronald 

Gutridge   

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=104916  

 

 

 

Nebraska heading into 

port to pick up Admiral 

Benedict for DASO 28. 

 

 

 

 

Members of SWFPAC 

and me on USNS Wa-

ters during DASO 28. 

USS Nebraska Successfully Tests      

Trident II D5 Missile 

http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=104916
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Nebraska_(SSBN-739)


31  

Vol. 22 Issue 2 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2018 

Reporting the death of a retiree can be a difficult task for fami-

ly or friends. We know that waiting on the phone and talking to 

one of our customer service representatives is not high on the 

priority list right after someone passes away. DFAS has re-

introduced the option to report the death of a retiree online. 

To use the online Notice of Death option, click on the link at 

the top of the Retired Military & Annuitants main page, which 

is located at https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary.html. This 

will take you to a form where you will enter all of the pertinent 

information. When reporting a retiree’s death, be sure to have 

the following information available: 

Retiree’s full name 

Retiree’s SSN 

The date of death 

Cause of death 

Marital status  

If married, the wedding date 

 The form also asks for your name, address, phone number and 

email address. If you are completing this form on behalf of 

someone else, such as the spouse or child of the deceased retir-

ee, please use the contact information of the person you are 

helping to make the report. Updates on the status of the claim 

will be sent to the email address provided, including an email 

verifying that the notification was received. 

Page Last Updated: March 28, 2018 

https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/newsevents/newsletter/

Reporting-the-death-of-a-retiree-.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1970 onboard the USS Trutta (SS 421) in Key West as I was 

just about to go to sleep in a real rack. Being a non-qual it was 

great to get a rack, in the after room no less. An engine man 

who we called Goofus need to make a trip to the head. He new 

better than to do what he did but it was late and he was tired. 

They where blowing sanitaries. Guess what he did. As I lay in 

the rack the boat literally rattled and rumbled as # 2 sanitary 

emptied on to Goofus.  

Goofus had a beard. If you can imagine what he looked like. 

He went topside were a young crewmen and is girl friend or 

wife (can't remember which) sat on the pier. Goofus came out 

of the after battery hatch looking like something out of a horror 

movie. Raised his arms growled, his beard full of everything 

including TP and dove overboard leaving a trail of mung be-

hind him. A real vapor trail and dark trail in the clear water was 

left behind.  

The girl was a little startled to say the least. What an aroma 

was left behind.  

Gordon Zeine STS 3 

 

The German submarine U-47 was a Type VIIB U-boat of 

Nazi Germany's Kriegsmarine during World War II. She 

was laid down on 25 February 1937 at Friedrich Krupp 

Germaniawerft in Kiel as yard number 582 and went 

into service on 17 December 1938 under the command 

of Günther Prien. During U-47's career, she sank a total 

of 31 enemy vessels and damaged eight more, includ-

ing the British battleship HMS Royal Oak on 14 October 

1939. U-47 ranks as one of the most successful German 

U-boats of World War II.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9DsHR5URt8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reporting the Death of a Retiree  USS Trutta (SS 421)  

U-47 

https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary.html
https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/newsevents/newsletter/Reporting-the-death-of-a-retiree-.html
https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/newsevents/newsletter/Reporting-the-death-of-a-retiree-.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9DsHR5URt8
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Bremerton Base Meetings and Events 

 

• May 15 (1900) General Membership Meeting at FRA Branch 29 
– 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 http://
frabranch29.com/index.php  

• May 19 Annual Armed Forces Day Parade Bremerton  

• http://www.bremertonchamber.org/pages/
ArmedForcesDayParade  

• May 25 (TBD) Tolling of the Boats at Deterrent Park http://
www.deterrentpark.org/  

• May 28 Memorial Day – Events TBD 

• Jun 02 (0900) E-Board at FRA Branch 29 – 521 National Ave, 
Bremerton 360.373.2296 http://frabranch29.com/index.php  

• Jun 06 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility 
Bangor http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/
Default.htm  

• Jun 19 (1900) General Membership Meeting at FRA Branch 29 – 
521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 http://
frabranch29.com/index.php 

• Jun 30 (1800) Fathoms O’Fun Grand Parade on Bay Street Port 
Orchard https://www.fathomsofun.org/  

• Jul 04 (1300) Grand Old Fourth of July Parade Bainbridge Island 
http://grandold4th.com/  

• Jul 07 (0900) E-Board at FRA Branch 29 – 521 National Ave, 
Bremerton 360.373.2296 http://frabranch29.com/index.php 

• Jul 17 (1900) General Membership Meeting at FRA Branch 29 – 
521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 http://
frabranch29.com/index.php 

• Jul 28 (1000) Silverdale Whaling Days Parade https://
whalingdays.com/  

• Aug 01 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility 
Bangor http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/
Default.htm  

• Aug 04 E-Board at FRA Branch 29 – 521 National Ave, Bremer-
ton 360.373.2296 http://frabranch29.com/index.php  

• Aug 11 (1100) Annual Base Picnic Bremerton Elks Lodge 1181 
– 4131 Pine RD NE, Bremerton 360.479.1181 http://
www.bpoe1181.org/  

 

 

 

Soup Down  Luncheons 

 

All luncheons are from 11:30 to 13:00 unless otherwise noted. 
Photographs  may be viewed at  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

 

• May 18 The Point Casino 7989 Salish Ln NE, Kingston, WA 
360.297.0070 

• May 25 Kelly’s 19th Hole Bar & Grill 2171 Erlands Point Road 
NW, Bremerton 360.373.4600  

• Jun 1 Subway 3001 SE Mile Hill Dr Ste 140, Port Orchard 
360.895.2345 

• Jun 8 Clearwater Casino 15347 Suquamish Way, Suquamish 
360.598.8700  

• Jun 15 Doc’s Marina Grill 403 Madison Ave. S. Bainbridge Is-
land 206.842.8339 

• Jun 22 Home Made Café 537 Dekalb St, Port Orchard 
360.908.5026 

• Jun 29 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, 
Silverdale360.516.6265   

• Jul 06 Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.377.8442 

• Jul 13 Applebee’s 3138 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 
360.308.8000 

• Jul 20 Blue Goose Tavern 1931 Bay St. Port Orchard 
360.895.8171 

• Jul 27 Spiro’s Pizza and Pasta 3201 NW Bucklin Hill Rd Sil-
verdale 360.698.4100 

• Aug 03 Cloverleaf Sports Bar and Grill 1240 Hollis St. Bremer-
ton 360.377.8516 

• Aug 10 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap Way, 
Bremerton, WA 360.479.9117  

• Aug 17 Silver City Restaurant and Ale House 2799 NW Myhre 
Rd. Silverdale 360.698.5879 

• Aug 24 Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-
verdale 360.352.9888 

Bremerton Base Calendar  (Including Soup Down Luncheons) 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! http://www.gertrude-check.org/ 

http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://www.bremertonchamber.org/pages/ArmedForcesDayParade
http://www.bremertonchamber.org/pages/ArmedForcesDayParade
http://www.deterrentpark.org/
http://www.deterrentpark.org/
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
https://www.fathomsofun.org/
http://grandold4th.com/
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
https://whalingdays.com/
https://whalingdays.com/
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://www.bpoe1181.org/
http://www.bpoe1181.org/
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
http://www.gertrude-check.org/

