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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  That 

their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant 

source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge 

loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s 

Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, 

we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mu-

tual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Subma-

riners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a 

strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in 

various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme 

sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 

comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom 

and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

Our Creed Table of Contents 

Base Website (The Gertrude Check): www.gertrude-

check.org    
 

Base Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-
Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 

USSVI Website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

http://www.gertrude-check.org
http://www.gertrude-check.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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Western District 4  Com-

mander: Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Base Commander:  

Steve Corcoran 

360.471.2704    

stephenjcorcoran@ 

gmail.com  

 

Vice Commander/Ways and 

Means: Don Carpenter 

360.908.3134    

drcarp683@msn.com 

 

Past Commander:  

Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Chief of the Boat:  

Wayne Peterson 

360.265.0266     

bronc4life@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary/Scholarship 

Chairman:  

Wayne Sieckowski 

360.362.2064     

wsieckowski@gmail,com 

 

Treasurer/Membership 

Chairman: Dennis Nardone 

360.830.5843    

ussvibrembase@hotmail.com 

 

Chaplain: Fred Borgmann 

360.337.2978     

office@ussvi.org 

 

Storekeeper:  

Ralph  W. Harris 

360.876.0830     

rwharris@wavecable.com 

 

 

Holland Club Chairman: 

Dick Litscher 

360.373.1838    

 nolitch@comcast.net 

 

Bonefish Manager/

NWCPOA Rep:  

Sam Swenson 

360.275.3638     

sswenson@ tscnet.com    

 

Base Webmaster: Don 

“Red” Bassler 

360.602.0250     

up-scope@wavecable.com 

 

Newsletter Editor/

Facebook: Dave Pittman 

360.536.0916    

drpittman@wavecable.com 

 

Historian: Bob Paul 

360.692.0165    

bobpaul98312@hotmail.com 
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• As you read through the Puget Soundings (PS), hover your “mouse” over links (and photos) for additional reading and, at 

times, videos and maps. 

• Remember, I continually take articles and photos from members for possible use in the PS. Please understand, however, not 

all input may be used. Dutch Kaiser continues to be one of my best contributors besides  E-Board and Appointed Officers. 

• http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html is a great source for archived material. 

• The PS is one-fourth of how the Base keeps the membership informed of base functions; please also use the Gertrude Check, 

Facebook,  and the Commander’s emails to keep current..  

• We are back on-line for  printed copies of the PS using My 

Printing Services https://www.myprintingservices.com/ and  

Olympic Presort http://olympicpresort.com/  

 

                         Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

The Editor’s Desk 

 

 

 

by Sean Dupre TM2/SS/DV - USS Spadefish SSN-668  

 

Every submariner has experienced "angles and dangles" in 

preparation for patrol. There was always a forgotten cup of 

bug juice crashing to the floor or a locker door flying open.  

During one deployment, the USS Spadefish's one and only 

QM2/SS "Gumby" McGinn decided to make a joy ride out of 

the angles and dangles exercise. You would have to know 

Gumby, he was a high school wrestling champ from Michigan 

with an 18" neck and a very boisterous personality. He flat-

tened out a cardboard box, sat down in the middle of it and 

wrapped the sides up with his arms. Facing the forward pas-

sageway Gumby waited for the next 30 degree down angle 

and off he went sliding past the head and up to the forward 

compartment hatch.  

He made a return run on the following up angle and by this 

time a small crowd had assembled in the mess decks to cheer 

him on. One more down angle and Gumby was preparing to 

ride out the last up angle back towards the mess decks. By this 

time he had worked out the kinks of the cardboard sled and 

was really picking up speed.  

 

As Gumby entered the mess decks area full steam ahead, the 

Captain had called for a left degree turn in conjunction with 

the up angle and Gumby lost his balance and crashed in to the 

stainless steel cabinets under the bug juice dispensers.  

There happened to be a bent up piece of steel on one of the 

cabinets, which took a chunk of meat out of Gumby's love 

handles. Needless to say, Gumby visited both the corpsman 

and the Captain. What a way to start a patrol!  

Angles, Dangles and Gumby 

Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman  

Cell: 360.536.0916—Leave a msg 

The Puget Soundings is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov)  

Article Submission: drpittman@wavecable.com is due  NLT 01 

Feb 2019  

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=route+66+pin+up&view=detailv2&&id=68AAED53EB001385B0A6DE24DEA51EB137A1F006&selectedIndex=13&ccid=OwRd4lRu&simid=608010182720028722&thid=OIP.M3b045de2546ed059497af231e08d8d78o0&ajaxhist=0
USS%20Spadefish%20SSN-668
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
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Go to page 8  to continue 

2018—Current 

Life Fund: $32, 207.59 

Scholarship Fund: $15,467.63 

General Fund: 25,154.35* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $207.15    

Net Worth: $73,036.72 

 

Total Members: 272 

Regular Annual Members:  54 

USSVI Life Members: 192 

Base Life Members: 189 

Holland Club Members: 163 

Annual Associate Members: 7 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 247 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star 
Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to drpittman@wavecable.com  

• Allan Wilkins (Skate, James Monroe & Thornback) 

• Drake Evans (Tinosa, Sargo) 

• Warner "Bud" Anderson (Pickerel,  Bang, Tang, Barbel, 
Sargo, Skate, Alaska) 

Treasurer’s and Base Membership Report—10/31/2018 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or 
active duty - it makes no difference. If you are Qualified in Submarines 
we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 
 

We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the elite fighting force of the United 
States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from the very early boats: S, R 
or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

Base Storekeeper 
 

 

 

If I don't have it,  I will get  IT !                      

 

Welcome Aboard 

Go to http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm to order, or  better yet, COME TO A MEETING 

where I lay out my wares and show new products.                                                                                                                             

Submarine Slang 

B.O.H.I.C.A. – Bend Over Here It Comes Again. Referring to something bad about to happen again or as usual. 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm
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 Hello fellow Submariners and As-

sociate Members, 

              

Well, here we are, with another 

year coming to an end. I hope you 

are all doing well. It has been a 

busy year and I think Bremerton 

Base Subvets has had a successful 

year. First and foremost, I want to 

thank ALL base members that support our endeavors through-

out the year. I do appreciate it. 

 

Contributing to this newsletter at this time is extra special. 

Yesterday, (Thursday, 25 October), I received word from one 

of our base members, Don Bassler, at the USSVI National 

Convention that Bremerton Base Newsletter took home two 

awards. Best Newsletter Large Base Category and Best News-

letter overall. I want to sincerely send my congratulations and 

thanks to our newsletter editor Dave Pittman for his dedication 

and effort. I remember at this time last year, Dave was asking 

for input for the first newsletter for 2018, as that was going to 

be the edition voted on for this award. My thought here is, 

every one of Dave's newsletters is worthy of an award. He 

does a great job and I appreciate his dedication. Congratula-

tions Dave. Well deserved. 

 

As 2018 ends, I just want to mention a few things. As I men-

tioned, we have had a busy year. We were invited to a few 

extra events throughout the year. In March, the COB and I 

represented the base at the DASO event in San Diego and wit-

nessed two missiles launched from the U.S.S. Nebraska. 

Something I will never forget. We welcomed the U.S.S. 

Bremerton home for her decommissioning, meeting her on the 

pier, a welcome home party, and numerous tours. We also 

were invited to many Change of Commands and additional 

boat events. Participating in different events throughout the 

year is rewarding. The "Tolling of the Boats" Memorial Day 

weekend at Deterrent Park is special for me. 

 

One of my most memorable events was traveling to Southern 

Oregon with Jim DeMott, Ralph Harris, and Dutch Kaiser. We 

accomplished are goal of capturing the Traveling Dolphins. 

We enjoyed a nice meeting with the Rogue-Umpqua base. But 

I think the best time was the time in the car listening to endless 

sea stories and enjoying camaraderie with my fellow base 

members. Cruising in a BMW was all that bad either. Thank 

you Donna DeMott. 

       

We are in our Winter schedule now and I hope to see you at 

our Saturday morning meetings. Our first meeting on October 

20th was well attended, and enjoyable. Breakfast is now being 

served at the Fleet, so come early and enjoy a great meal. I can 

promise you fresh hot coffee and Dallas Donuts for refresh-

ments. Always a good time. 

 

Once again, I would like to take the time to thank the individu-

als that take on the responsibility to hold office and chair our 

many committees for our base. I truly appreciate all you do for 

our base and membership. Without these dedicated individu-

als, our base would not be as successful as it is. 

 

Thank you to all our members—whether you attend the soup 

downs, parades, volunteer at our events, or help in any other 

way, I thank you. We have a great base, and I truly enjoy see-

ing you at our events. With all that is going on in this country 

and world, I feel confident I can enjoy our base events and 

camaraderie and friendship for a few hours a month at least 

and have a good time. I understand I am repeating this, but I 

truly believe it. Thank you.     

  

I am still going to leave my main goals here. I still feel they 

are important. 

      

Membership – Our membership is what makes our base so 

successful and strong. My goal is to keep our membership 

strong and hopefully recruit more members. We have an awe-

some resource being so close to a submarine base. My inten-

tion is to communicate with the boats and shore commands 

and interface with the active duty force. Membership has been 

holding steady at approximately 250-260 members. We as a 

base, need to communicate our creed and all that we do for the 

community, not to mention the fun we have. I also ask that our 

current members contact one of your former shipmates and 

invite them to one of our meetings or events, just to check us 

out. 

 

Primary and Secondary individuals for Committees – I feel 

we need to have a 2nd person familiar with the many commit-

tees we have. Starting with the Treasurers' position on down to 

Puget Soundings. My goal here is to have someone familiar 

with the duties and responsibilities of each position. We do 

many good things and support events throughout the year. For 

example, scholarship raffle and applications, membership, 

parades, Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I just feel 

if an individual is on vacation or unable to continue as the pri-

mary chairman, we need someone else to step up. Just like on 

the boats, we had a primary and secondary for all major collat-

eral duties. 

 

[See The Commander’s Corner p. 6]       

 

 

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 
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[from p.5] The Commander’s Corner  

 

Just a reminder, 2019 is an election year for our base. All 

positions are up for election. My term as Base Commander 

will come to an end, due to term limits in accordance with 

our base by-laws. Please think of running for a position. It 

is rewarding and fun. 

 

I hope you all have a Happy Thanksgiving, a Very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. I look forward to a success-

ful 2019 and continued, rewarding, friendships, and good 

times with all of you. 

 

Well that is all for now. I look forward to seeing you all at 

future events. If there is anything I can assist you with, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. It is an honor to serve as your 

Base Commander. Be safe and take care my friends. 

 

Steve Corcoran—Base Commander 

Bremerton Base Submarine Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Application for Membership can be 

found at http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf 

 

The updated Bremerton Base  Recruiting 

Pamphlet can be found at  

http://www.gertrude-check.org/

flyerdone.pdf  

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

Base Historian—Bob Paul 

USSVI Memorials—Deterrent Park 

Don Bassler: Deterrent Park Engraved Brick Administrator  

1-360-602-0250 up-scope@wavecable.com       

Ron Lewis: Deterrent Park Engraved Brick Installer 

http://deterrentpark.org  

A Chief and a captain happened to be in the head at an 

airport one day, both standing at the urinals. The chief, 

finishing first, proceeded to the door and was about to 

leave when the captain said, You know, Chief, we offic-

ers are taught from OCS to wash our hands after we uri-

nate. The Chief responded with, You know, Captain, we 

enlisted are taught from boot camp not to piss on our 

hands. And promptly departed. 

 

Well, snarled the tough old Navy Master chief to the bewil-

dered seaman, “I suppose after you get discharged from the 

Navy, you'll just be waiting for me to die so you can come 

and pee on my grave.” “Not me, Chief!” the seaman replied. 

“Once I get out of the Navy, I'm never going to stand in line 

again!” 

http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf
http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf
mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://deterrentpark.org/
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Date: December 15th  

Meeting: 11:00 am (flexible)  

Location: Bremerton Elks Lodge 

1181@ 3131 Pine Rd, Bremerton, WA 

http://www.bpoe1181.org/  

Lunch: 12:00 pm (approximately)  

Menu: Pot roast and ham with sides plus Caesar salad and 

dessert.  

Bar: Will be open for adult beverages.   

Early Arrivals: Donuts, bagels, coffee will be available  

Santa: “Should be there” for pictures.   

 

Cost: $20 per person 

Payment: The COB will collect money at any meeting, pa-

rade etc.  Members can also send a check (don’t send cash 

through the mail) to the national office or to the COB at one of 

the addresses below: 

 

U.S. SUBMARINE VETERANS 

BREMERTON BASE 

PO BOX 465 

SILVERDALE, WA 98383-0465 

  

Wayne Peterson 

3249 Phillips Ave 

Bremerton WA 98310  

 

 

COB’s Notes 

Base Christmas Party 

by Elmer C. Williamson, YNC(SS) Ret. 

 

An interesting true story while on the USS REMORA on a 

patrol up north (pacific) in 1967.  The quartermaster on the 

watch called down to the diving officer (a young know it 

all, gullible, LTJG)  that the boat was passing the island of 

NAGA.   

The diving officer wanted to know what was special about 

the island of NAGA. The quartermaster of the watch re-

plied, "Sir" the island of NAGA is where the animals 

called NAGAs live.  From these animals is where we get 

the material called "Nagahyde," the material used in the 

making of furniture covers and such, there are really a 

fascinating animal.   

This really set the interest of the LTJG spinning. He called 

the Captain (who was taking a well deserved nap in his 

stateroom)  "Captain!," called the diving officer, "we are 

approaching the island of NAGA. Request permission to 

come to periscope depth in order to photograph the NA-

GAs that occupy the island." 

Need I say more how the Captain responded. I think he 

was ready to make ready a torpedo tube for live shoot and 

he was not planning on using a torpedo. 

NAGA(hyde) 

http://www.bpoe1181.org/
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NEWS-01: 2018 National Election Results 

Submitted by: Tom Conlon, Election Master on 10/11/2018 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Shipmates, 

 

Voting in the National Election ended at 2359, October 10. 

These are the results. 

 

National Commander Elected: Wayne Standerfer 

Wayne Standerfer: 1293 votes   Write-in Candidates:  21 votes 

 

National Senior Vice-Commander Elected: Jon Jaques 

Jon Jaques: 1284 votes   Write-in Candidates: 16 votes 

 

National Junior Vice-Commander Elected: Steve Bell 

Steve Bell: 1291 votes   Write-in Candidates: 17 votes 

 

National Treasurer Elected: Paul Hiser 

Paul Hiser: 1292 votes   Write-in Candidates: 15 votes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Secretary Elected: Ray Wewers 

Ray Wewers: 1281 votes   Write-in Candidates: 9 votes 

 

 

Western Region Director Elected: Jim Denzien 

Jim Denzien: 383 votes   Write-in Candidates: 8 votes 

 

Approve Proposed Revision to Constitution and Bylaws 

Yes: 1181 votes   No: 156 votes 

Proposal passes 

 

Congratulations to the candidates.  Thank you to all the mem-

bers who voted. 

 

Voting statistics will be available on the USSVI web site.   

 

Regards, 

Tom Conlon, Election Master 

 

National Election Results 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Shipmates on Eternal Patrol 

 

 

 

 

 

Billy P. Hrbacek. Billy qualified in submarines on the USS 

Cusk (SS- 348) in 1960. He also served on USS Halibut (SSN-

587), USS Permit (SSN-594), USS Snook (SSN-592), and 

USS Sperry (AS-12). Billy was a CWO3 when he left the Na-

vy. He joined USSVI in 2011 and was a member of the 

Bremerton Base and the Holland Club.  

 

Wayne L. Winans. Wayne qualified in submarines on the 

USS Remora (SS- 487) in 1946. He also served on USS Ba-

shaw (SS-241), USS Menhaden (SS-377), USS Batfish (SS-

310), USS Rasher (SS-269), USS Blenny (SS-324), USS Skate 

(SSN-578), USS Scamp (SSN-588), and USS Sennet (SS-

408). Wayne was an EMC(SS) when he left the Navy. He 

joined USSVI in 1999 and was a member of the Rogue-

Umpqua Base, Bremerton Base and the Holland Club.  

 

Robert E. Lee. Robert qualified in submarines on the USS 

Cubera (SS-347) in 1960. He also served on USS Spinax (SS-

489), USS James K. Polk (SSBN-645), USS Hunley (AS-31), 

USS Patrick Henry (SSBN-599), and USS Simon Lake (AS-

33). Robert was a ETCM (SS) (SW) when he left the Navy. 

He joined USSVI in 2007 and was a member of the Bremerton 

Base and the Holland Club.  

 

Norman J. Carkeek. Norman qualified in submarines on the 

USS Cusk (SS-348) in 1949. He also served on the USS Seal-

ion (SS-315) and the USS Carp (SS-338). Norman was a EN3 

(SS) when he left the Navy. He joined USSVI in 1998 and was 

a member of the Bremerton Base and the Holland Club.  

 

Jack C. Ford. Jack qualified in submarines on USS Robert E. 

Lee (SSBN 601) in 1968. He also served on USS Bergall 

(SSN 667), and USS Guitarro (SSN 665). Jack was a LCDR 

when he left the Navy. He joined USSVI in 2003 and was a 

member of the Bremerton Base, LA-Pasadena Base and Hol-

land Club. 

 

With these shipmates departing on Eternal Patrol, let it be 

known we have lost five more heroes. Sailors, rest your oars! 
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The Annual Base Picnic was held Saturday, August 11th at 

Elks Lodge 1181 on 4131 Pine Road NE in East Bremerton. 

The picnic, co-hosted by American Legion Post 149, was at-

tended by approximately 50 members and guests. 

 

The picnic started with a short general membership monthly 

meeting followed by COB Wayne Peterson and Associate 

member Hank Rose manning Commander Steve Corcoran’s 

Weber Performer Grill with brats (parboiled first in Irish Death 

and red onion by Commander Corcoran), dogs, and burgers.  

 

 

Trina Baker (Wayne's girlfriend) and Associate member Bee 

Rose continued with manning the kitchen and keeping the food 

flowing with all the side dishes, salads, beans, and desserts 

brought by the membership; and we can’t forget District 4 

Commander Jim DeMott, who took care of the beverages and 

ice. 

 

The day continued with live music by "Retroactive" through-

out the afternoon. 

 

Treasurer Dennis Nardone and Joe Gavasso handled the 50/50 

raffle. District 4 Commander Jim Demott won the raffle with a 

$166.00 prize. 

 

As always, Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris set up his wares and 

did some wheeling and dealing.  

 

We look forward to seeing more Base Members next year – the 

Elks Pavilion has tentatively been reserved for Saturday, Au-

gust 24th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Base Picnic 
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November 10, 2018—11:00 AM 

Auburn Main St. Map it Auburn, WA 

 

Auburn, Washington is designated by the Veterans Day Nation-

al Committee and the US Department of Veterans Affairs as a 

Regional Site for celebration of Veterans Day 2018. The City of 

Auburn is proud to be a Vietnam War Commemorative Partner. 

Auburn has hosted the Veterans Day Parade since 1965. Now in 

its 53rd year, the parade has grown into one of the largest Vet-

eran's Day parades in the United States of America.  

 

Related Activities 

 

American Legion Auburn Post #78 Breakfast 

Make reservations (PDF) early for this year's Veterans Day 

Breakfast on Saturday, November 10 from 7:00 AM to 9:30 

AM, held at the Auburn Senior Activity Center, 808 Ninth 

Street SE. The breakfast is $7/person and includes pancakes, 

eggs, ham and juice or coffee.  The breakfast is co-sponsored 

by the American Legion Post #78 and the City of Auburn. 

 

Static Display & Exhibit Showcase 

Information booths and static displays will be located on 

South Division Street from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Take time to 

visit the displays and booths to view military equipment and 

vehicles and veterans and/or military information.  

 

Curb Competition 

The Curb Competition is for entries that want to honor veter-

ans, but don't meet the requirements to participate in the pa-

rade. Those participating in the Curb Competition may set-up 

and decorate a 12' long x 5' deep section of curb to honor our 

veterans.  Participants must set-up along the parade route (Main 

Street) between Auburn Ave (A Street SE) to E Street NE.  Set-

up is held from 7:00 AM - 10:00 AM Judging is held from 

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM.  Awards will be given in three catego-

ries: Best Curb Appeal, Most Patriotic and Best Salute to Vet-

erans.   

 

Remembrance Ceremony and Lighting of the Flame 

The flame is lit and guarded through the night at the Veterans 

Memorial at Veterans Memorial Park, 411 E Street NE. Wreath 

placement, rifle salute, prayers and taps encompass this cere-

mony, held from 9:45 AM - 10:15 AM on Saturday, November 

10. 

 

Veterans Day Marching Band Competition 

The state's largest marching band and field competition starts at 

1:00 PM at the Auburn Memorial Stadium, 801 Fourth Street 

NE. The Marching Band Competition is hosted by the Auburn 

High School Band & Choir Parents. Over 30 bands compete in 

the field competition. Event admission is charged at the door.  

Visit the marching band competition's official website  for 

more information. 

 

Auburn Noon Lions Veterans Day Luncheon 

Reserve (PDF) your spot early for this year's Veterans Day 

Lunch, held on Saturday, November 10 from 1:30 PM - 3:00 

PM (Doors open at 1:00 PM). NEW this year - the Veterans 

Day Luncheon will be held at Merrill Gardens at Auburn, 18 

1st Street SE, located just two blocks from the end of the pa-

rade route. The luncheon is co-sponsored by the Auburn Noon 

Lions Club and the City of Auburn.  

The lunch program honors our Veterans, with special recogni-

tion given to our dignitaries in attendance. The Governor's Vet-

erans Affairs Advisory Committee's Outstanding Veterans will 

be honored at the lunch, along with other special presentations. 

For additional information or to reserve seats by phone, call 

253-931-3043. 

 

"Our Heroes Our Parade" Banner Program 

This program was created to recognize and pay tribute to the 

brave men and women in Auburn who are serving, have served, 

or have given their life to our country in the United States 

Armed Forces.  It also provides an opportunity for individuals, 

businesses and Veteran Service Organizations to support those 

who served by sponsoring a banner in downtown Auburn. The 

tribute Banner application deadline is Monday, August 20, 

2018.  Please complete and return the application with applica-

ble banner fee and supporting documents.  

 

VFW Open House 

Come mix, meet and mingle with fellow Veterans at the Au-

burn VFW Post #1741's Open House. The Open House will be 

held at their 1525 A Street NE #107 location, from 1:00 PM - 

5:00 PM. Food and refreshments will be served.  

 

http://www.auburnwa.gov/things_to_do/community/

vdp_s_p213.htm?EventMode=View&EventOccurrence=0  

 

 

 

53rd Annual Veterans Day  

Parade & Observance 

http://maps.google.com/?q=East+Main+Street,Auburn,WA
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_breakfast.pdf
https://sites.google.com/auburn.wednet.edu/veteransdaymarchingbands/home
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Parks/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_luncheon_order_form.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/Assets/Auburn+Global+Assets/AuburnWA/Docs/veterans_day_banner_program.pdf
http://www.auburnwa.gov/things_to_do/community/vdp_s_p213.htm?EventMode=View&EventOccurrence=0
http://www.auburnwa.gov/things_to_do/community/vdp_s_p213.htm?EventMode=View&EventOccurrence=0
https://sites.google.com/auburn.wednet.edu/veteransdaymarchingbands/home
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Pete Batcheller, CDR, USN (Ret.) Fighter Pilot Call Sign 

“Batch” 390 NW Schuyler Rd. Bremerton, WA 98311, 

(360) 377-6266 

 

Born August 23, 1944 in Corvallis OR. Grew up in Tracyton, 

WA near Bremerton; Graduated from Central Kitsap High 

School, Silverdale, WA in ’62 and the University of Washing-

ton, Seattle in ’67 with a degree in Chemistry. Started AOCS 

in Pensacola, FL in March ’67, commissioned ENSIGN 20 

July ’67. Completing Primary Flight Training in the T- 34B 

Mentor at NAS Saufley Field, Pensacola, FL October ’67. First 

carrier qualification in the T-2C Buckeye 26 April ’68 Com-

pleted Navy Flight Training and received his Navy Wings in 

September ’68 after graduating from Advanced Jet Training in 

VT-26, NAS Beeville, TX with seven carrier landings and cat-

apults in the TF-9 Cougar on USS Lexington, CVA-16. 

Aircraft flown: T-34B Mentor, T-2A, T-2B and T-2C Buck-

eyes, F9F-8 and TF-9 Cougars, T/A- 4J Skyhawk, F-8H and F-

8J Crusaders, F-4N, F-4J and F-4S Phantoms. 1st tour of duty 

as Instructor in the Advanced Training Command, VT-25, 

NAS Chase Field, Beeville, TX flying the F-9F8 and TF-9 

Cougar. Three combat tours to SE Asia flying the F-8J Crusad-

er in VF- 24, CVW 21 onboard USS Hancock CVA-19 ’71-

’73. VX-4, NAS Point Mugu, CA as Test Director and Lead 

Pilot for the Joint USN-USAF AIM-9L IOT&E OPEVAL ’73-

’76; Maintenance and Operations Officer VF-161, CVW-5, 

USS Midway CVA-41, home ported in Yokosuka, Japan ’76-

’79; Flight Instructor, VF-121 NAS Miramar, CA ’79-’80; Gun 

Boss (Weapons Officer), USS Kitty Hawk, CVA-63 ’80-’83; 

USPACOM, Honlolulu, HI ’83-’88, DCA – On Site Engineer 

National Military Command Center (NMCC), the Pentagon 

’88-’91. 

Over 3000 flight hours as pilot in Navy fighters. 245 Carrier 

Arrested Landings in the F-8J Crusader and 181 in the F-4N/J 

Phantom... 180 night carrier landings. 

 

 

14 years as a Senior Associate at Booz Allen, McLean, VA, 

’91-’05, developing advanced handheld combat information 

systems used by Army and Marine Corps Forward Observers 

and Special Forces. His clients included DARPA, ONR, AF-

TEC, the US Army PEO FATDS and the Marine Corps Com-

mandant’s Warfighting Lab, Quantico, VA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F-8 Crusader Documentary - The Last Gun Fighter - 

History Channel HD 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=runS2ytx18w 

 

The Vought F 8 Crusader Gunfighters Documentary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoaIKSUexDg 

  

 

 

October Base Meeting Speaker Pete Batcheller 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=runS2ytx18w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoaIKSUexDg
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Bremerton Base Supporters—2018 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

Rig for Dive 

$1 - 19.99 

 

Billy Hybacek(S) 

Henry Fishel(S) 

William Ridley(S) 

E.B. Elger(S) 

Mike Williamson(S) 

William Mead(S) 

Jan Stiffey(S) 

Kirk Viestenz(S 

Gale Brown(S) 

Fred Borgmann(G) 

Robert Paul(G) 

John Norris(G) 

Jody Bessert   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Fund(G) 

Scholarship Fund(S) 

 

Periscope Depth 

$20 - 29.99 

 

P Christofferson(S) 

Paul Middents(S) 

James Foote(S)  

Dennis Anderson(S) 

 James Smith Jr.(S) 

Douglas Terry(S) 

John Lynch(S) 

Terry Fessner(S) 

Robert Liland(S) 

Craig Gross(S) 

 Bill Hutterman(S) 

Edwin Soriano(S) 

Ken Shelton(S) 

Ralph Harris (G) 

Kevin Sheehan(G) 

Douglas Terry(G) 

Janene Shumard(G) 

(IMO:  Jim Shumard) 

Lloyd Willette(G) 

John Braasch(G) 

 

 

 

 

 

Battle Stations 

$30 - 49.99 

 

Al Thurlow(S) 

Darryl Aiello(S) 

Gary Kaiser(S) 

Jack Hamilton(S) 

Jerry Drumm(S) 

Mike Sincich(S) 

Steven Slaton(S) 

Thomas Roper(S) 

Kevin Sheehan(S) 

Myron Gray(S) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deep Submergence 

$50 - 99.99 

 

P Christofferson(G) 

Earl Henson(S) 

L.S. Caretti (S) 

Tommy Robinson (G) 

(IMO Paul Middents) 

Robert Baker(S) 

Gregory Bear(S) 

Warner "Bud" Anderson

(G) 

J.W. Gibson(G)  

Lee Romero(G)  

Tommy Robinson(G) 

William Osberg(G) 

Al Thurlow(G) 

Steve Slaton(G) 

Horse & Cow(G) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Citation 

$100+ 

 

Jerry Drum (G) 

Dennis Nardone(G) 

P. Christofferson(S) 

Tom Reed(G) 

Guy Stitt (S) 

Neil Wollam(S)  

James Adkins Jr.(S) 

David Niemy(S) 

Mike Preston(S) 

Angus McColl(S) 

Red Bassler(G) 

P. Christofferson(G) 

Steve Corcoran(G) 

(IMO Our Departed 

Shipmates) 

P. Christofferson(G) 

Dennis Nardone(G) 

Tudor Davis (G) 

Gerald Drumm(G)  

P. Christofferson(G) 

Edward Terney(G) 

Melvin Cross(G) 

William Mulvenna(G) 

Jim Adkins (G) 

 

 

 

Who We Remember 

 

From the Revolutionary War to present day conflicts, our veterans are devoted sons and 

daughters, fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers. They come from all backgrounds in 

life to place those lives on the line for our freedoms. There are millions of individual 

stories to tell. Get to know them by viewing the 4,760 recent posts made by our support-

ers or sponsor a wreath in honor of or in memory of an American hero.  

 

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/ 

Wreaths Across America 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/memories/?relatedId=0
https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/84/?relatedId=0
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USS S-44 (SS-155)  

Lost on 7 Oct 1943 with the 

loss of 56 men when it was 

sunk off Paramushiru, Kuriles. 

S-44 was on her fifth war pa-

trol. After attacking a target 

thought to be a merchant on the 

surface, S-44 found herself in a 

losing gun battle with a heavily 

armed Japanese destroyer. Two men were taken prisoner, 

and survived the war. 

 

USS WAHOO (SS-238) 

Lost on 11 Oct 1943 with the loss 

of 79 men near La Pérouse Strait. 

Under command of one of the 

great sub skippers of World War 

II, LCDR Dudley “Mush” Mor-

ton, Wahoo was on her seventh 

war patrol. Wahoo was awarded a 

Presidential Unit Citation and ranks fifth in the number of 

enemy ships sunk. She was lost to depth charges dropped 

by a Japanese patrol aircraft. 

 

USS DORADO (SS-248) 

Lost on 12 Oct 1943 with the 

loss of 78 men when she was 

sunk in the western Atlantic 

near Cuba. Newly commis-

sioned, Dorado had departed 

New London, CT and was en-

route to Panama. She may have been sunk by a U.S. patrol 

plane that received faulty instructions regarding bombing 

restriction areas or by a German U-boat that was in the 

vicinity.  

 

USS ESCOLAR (SS-294) 

Lost on 17 Oct 1944 with the 

loss of 82 men. Escolar was on 

her first war patrol and was most 

likely lost to a mine somewhere 

in the Yellow Sea. 

 

USS SHARK II (SS-314) 

Lost on 24 Oct 1944 with the 

loss of 90 men when she was 

sunk near Hainan. The second 

boat to carry this name during 

World War II, she was on her 

third war patrol. Shark was 

sunk by escorts after attacking 

and sinking a lone freighter. Compounding the tragedy, it 

turned out that the freighter had 1800 U.S. POW’s on 

board. 

 

USS DARTER (SS-227) 

Lost on 24 Oct 1944 when 

she became grounded on 

Bombay Shoal off Palawan 

and was then destroyed to 

prevent her falling into ene-

my hands intact. The entire 

crew was rescued by USS 

Dace. Awarded the Navy 

Unit Commendation, Darter had sunk a heavy cruiser and 

damaged another and went aground while attempting an 

“end around” on an enemy formation in hopes of getting in 

an attack position on a battleship. 

 

USS TANG (SS-306) 

Lost on 25 Oct 1944 with the 

lost of 80 men in the Formosa 

Strait. Tang was on her fifth war 

patrol. Tang ranks second in the 

number of ships sunk and fourth 

in tonnage, and was awarded 

two Presidential Unit Citations. 

During a daring night surface 

attack, Tang was lost to a circular run by one of her own 

torpedoes. Nine of the crew were taken prisoner, including 

CDR O’Kane, and five who had gained the surface from 

her final resting place 180 feet below. All survived the war, 

and CDR O’Kane was awarded the Congressional Medal 

of Honor. 

 

On Eternal Patrol—October through December Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-44_%28SS-155%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Wahoo_(SS-238)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dorado_(SS-248)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Escolar_(SS-294)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Shark_(SS-314)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Darter_%28SS-227%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tang_(SS-306)
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USS O-5 (SS-66)  

Lost on 29 October 1923 

with the loss of 3 men 

when rammed and sunk by 

SS Ababgarez off the Pana-

ma Canal. TM2(SS) Henry 

Berault received the Con-

gressional Medal of Honor for his heroic actions. 

 

 

USS ALBACORE (SS-218)  

Lost on 7-Nov-1944, with the 

loss of 86 crew, when it was 

sunk in the channel between 

Hokkaido and Honshu.  

 

 

 

USS GROWLER (SS-215)  

Lost on 8-Nov-1944, with the 

loss of 84 crew, when it was 

sunk in South China Sea. 

 

 

 

 

USS CORVINA (SS-226)  

Lost on 16-Nov-1943, with the 

loss of 82 crew, when it was 

sunk just south of Truk by a 

Japanese submarine. 

 

 

 

USS SCAMP (SS-277)  

Probably lost on 16-Nov-1944, 

with the loss of 83 crew, when it 

was sunk off Inubo Saki near 

Tokyo Bay. 

 

 

USS SCULPIN (SS-191)  

Lost on 19-Nov-1943, with the loss of 

43 crew, when it was scuttled after 

taking severe damage north of Groluk 

Island near Truk. 41 crew were taken 

prisoner, only 21 survived the war. 

 

USS CAPELIN (SS-289)  

Lost on or after 1-Dec-1943, with the 

loss of 76 crew, when it was sunk off 

Celebes, possibly off Kaoe Bay; Hal-

mahera or in Molukka Passage. No 

reports were made from boat after it 

left Darwin around 17-Nov-1943. 

Potential loss date spread given as 23-

Nov-1943 to 9-Dec- 1943. 

 

USS SEALION (SS-195)  

Lost on 10-Dec-1941 when it 

was scuttled in Manila Bay 

after damage at Cavite. 

Bombed on 10 December 1941 

with the loss of four crew. 

Damage was sufficient to pre-

clude removal to home waters 

when Philippines were surren-

dered. First American subma-

rine lost during World War II. Portions of wreckage re-

mained in place until late 1950’s when it was sold for scrap-

ping. 

 

USS F-1 [ex-Carp] (SS-20)  

Lost on 17-Dec-1917, with the 

loss of 19 crew, when it was 

sunk after collision with USS F-

3 off San Clemente, CA. 

 

USS S-4 (SS-109)  

Lost on 17-Dec-1927, with the 

loss of 40 crew, when it was 

sunk after ramming by USCG 

Paulding. Hull raised and used 

for study in submarine escape. 

On Eternal Patrol—October through December Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_O-5_(SS-66)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Albacore_%28SS-218%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Growler_(SS-215)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Corvina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scamp_(SS-277)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sculpin_(SS-191)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Capelin_(SS-289)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-195)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-195)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_F-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-4_(SS-109)
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Compiled by Paul W. Witt-

mer and Charles R. Hinman, 

originally from:  

U.S. Submarine Losses 

World War II, NAVPERS 

15,784, 1949 ISSUE 

 

The first submarine victim of 

enemy action was SEALION (LCDR Richard G. Voge). 

The start of the war on December 8 (east longitude date) 

found her, along with SEADRAGON, in the last stages of 

overhaul at the Navy Yard, Cavite, P. I. Both were sched-

uled for completion on December 12th. 

 

Although there 

were frequent air 

raids in the Manila 

area during the 

first two days of 

the war, no enemy 

planes visited the 

Navy Yard Cavite 

until the afternoon 

of the 3rd day, 

December 10th. On that day the air raid alarm sounded 

about a half hour after noon, and shortly thereafter 54 

planes, in two groups of 27 each, were sighted heading for 

the Navy Yard. SEALION was nested at Machina Wharf 

with SEADRAGON inboard and the minesweeper BIT-

TERN outboard. With the exception of the Commanding 

Officer, the Executive Officer (Lieut. A. Raborn) and three 

men, all personnel were below decks. The first stick of 

bombs landed from 100 to 200 yards astern of SEALION, 

and at that time, Voge, seeing that the planes were going to 

bomb from high altitude where machine gun fire could not 

reach them, ordered all hands below. It was a most fortu-

nate decision. On the next bombing run, but a few minutes 

later, two bombs hit SEALION almost simultaneously. 

One struck the after end of the conning tower fairwater, 

completely demolishing the machine gun mount which had 

just been vacated, the main induction, the battery ventila-

tion and the after-conning tower bulkhead. It exploded 

outside the hull a few feet above the control room. Had it 

entered the hull before exploding, the majority of SEAL-

ION's crew would have been lost, as most of the personnel 

were in that room. A fragment from this bomb pierced the 

conning tower of SEADRAGON, killing instantly Ensign 

Sam Hunter who was stationed therein, the first submarine 

casualty of the war. Other fragments from this bomb 

pierced the pressure hull, inflicting minor wounds on three 

SEALION men in the control room. 

At almost the same instant another bomb, passing through 

the main ballast tank and the pressure hull, exploded in the 

maneuvering space in the after end of the after-engine 

room, killing four men who were working in that compart-

ment - Electrician Mates Foster, O'Connell and Paul, and 

Machinist Mate Ogilvie. 

With this explosion in the maneuvering space, the after-

engine room flooded immediately and SEALION settled in 

the mud aft. The forward engine room and the after-

torpedo room flooded slowly through bomb fragment holes 

in the bulkheads. Personnel in these compartments, as well 

as in the other parts of the ship, made their escape through 

the hatches, which were all still above water. SEALION 

finally settled down by the stern with about 40% of the 

main deck underwater and with about a 15-degree list to 

starboard. 

The bomb which exploded above the control room, while 

doing great superficial damage, did little harm to the pres-

sure hull other than piercing it with numerous bomb frag-

ments. The bomb which exploded aft, did the major dam-

age. A more vital spot than the maneuvering space could 

not possibly have been found. All motor controls, reduc-

tion gears, and main motors were wrecked, totally immobi-

lizing the ship. However, the damage would have been 

considered non-fatal had there been overhaul facilities 

available for repairs. But such was not the case; the bomb-

ing which wrecked SEALION also demolished the Navy 

Yard Cavite, and the closest repair facilities were at Pearl 

Harbor, 5000 miles away. The war situation being what it 

was, it was impossible to tow SEALION that distance, and 

after removing all gear of value, such as gyro, radio and 

sound equipment, she was destroyed to prevent her from 

falling into enemy hands. Three depth charges were ex-

ploded inside SEALION on Christmas day, 1941. 

 

Link here to the Google Map image of assumed area of 

Sealion’s loss 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-sealion-195-loss.htm  

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—The Loss of USS Sealion (SS-195)  

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/14°29'44.0%22N+120°55'03.0%22E/@14.4372552,120.6059884,9.91z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d14.4955556!4d120.9175
https://www.google.com/maps/place/14°29'44.0%22N+120°55'03.0%22E/@14.4372552,120.6059884,9.91z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d14.4955556!4d120.9175
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-sealion-195-loss.htm
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Please link to http://www.pigboats.com/subs/195.html for 

many stories involving the crew of the USS Sealion. 

 

 

Remembering a Shipmate 

Chief Machinist’s Mate 

Howard Firth 

 

Service Number: 320 85 76  

Birth Date: October 15, 1913 

From: San Diego, CA 

Date of Death: August 9, 1942 

(uncertain) 

Location: Cabanatuan, Prison 

Camp #3, Philippine Islands 

Circumstances: Captured while aboard USS Fisheries II 

after Sealion was scuttles; died of dysentery  

On Eternal Patrol—The Loss of USS Sealion (SS-195)  

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

 

The HOLLAND CLUB is named after John P. Holland, designer 

of the first US Navy submarine.  It is an exclusive  

group within the US Submarine Veterans organization, where the 

core requirement for eligibility is the designation  

“qualified in submarines” for a minimum of fifty years.  

  

These men represent the living historical memory of our rich 

submarine heritage. We would not be where we are today in sub-

marines without them. There are no ex-submariners.  Submarine 

qualification passes a man into a mystic brotherhood of under-

seas warriors, and it marks him forever as one of a special breed.  

Although they no longer sail beneath the seas, they still wear 

their ‘dolphins’ with honor and pride. These Shipmates and those 

who have gone before served our Nation 

extremely well.  They have justly earned 

the honor and respect we show them to-

day. We recognize these Sub Vets for all 

their contributions to and support of the 

submarine force, and to say to them 

“Well Done, Shipmate!  Thank you for 

your splendid and devoted service.  

Holland Club Recipients 

Allan Wilkins 

Drake A. Evans 

http://www.pigboats.com/subs/195.html
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/History_Articles_Holland_Club_History_Rev.pdf
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About 35 members and guests enjoyed a great tailgate party 

followed by an entertaining night at the ball game on Friday 

August 24th, even though the Rainier's lost a close game to the 

El Paso Chihuahuas. Immediately following the game, a profes-

sional 4th of July quality and quantity of fireworks were dis-

played – much better than the recent Independence Day fire-

works in Bremerton or Poulsbo. A great time was had by all!  

 

 

Tacoma Rainiers Ballgame 

https://www.milb.com/tacoma/


18  

Vol. 22 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

A band of pirates consisting of  Bremerton Base members  

Steve Corcoran, Jim DeMott, Dutch Kaiser, & Ralph Harris 

made a trek to Oregon and retrieved the Travelling Dolphins 

from the Rogue-Umpqua Base in Grant’s Pass late in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bremerton Commander Steve Corcoran & Rogue-Umpqua  

Commander Ken Earls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bremerton Base member Gary "Dutch" Kaiser  

tells a sea story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bremerton Base members Ralph Harris, Dutch Kaiser, Steve 

Corcoran, and Jim DeMott. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bremerton Base members Steve Corcoran, Jim DeMott, Dutch 

Kaiser, Ralph Harris, and some hitch-hiker they picked up on the 

road. 

 

Travelling Dolphins  

Retrieved from Oregon 
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In September 1942, 

Wheeler Lipes per-

formed an emergency 

appendectomy aboard a 

United States Navy sub-

marine. Although he did 

not have proper medical 

equipment or formal sur-

gical training, the opera-

tion was a success. After 

the war, Mr. Lipes re-

mained in the Navy and 

received a Medical Ser-

vice Corps commission in 1951. He retired as a lieutenant 

commander. 

 

In September 1942, aboard USS Seadragon, Pharmacist's 

Mate Wheeler B. Lipes performed the first major surgery 

aboard a submarine when a shipmate showing symptoms of 

acute appendicitis required an emergency operation to sur-

vive. Positioned in enemy waters and lacking standard medi-

cal equipment, Lipes performed a successful appendectomy 

using kitchen instruments such as spoons and tea strainers. 

"Doc" Lipes, as he was called, had no formal surgical train-

ing and just three years of medical experience as a hospital 

lab technician at the time of the surgery.[1][2] The Navy medi-

cal establishment was angered by the occurrence, and there 

was talk of a court martial. 

 

On December 14, 1942, the Chicago Daily News published 

an article by George Weller which told Wheeler B. Lipes' 

story. It won the 1943 Pulitzer Prize for Reporting. The 

events documented in the piece were incorporated into the 

film Destination Tokyo (1943) starring Cary Grant.[3] 

 

Wheeler B. Lipes eventually received official recognition for 

his feat over 60 years after the submarine surgery. He was 

awarded a Navy Commendation Medal at a ceremony at 

Camp Lejeune, N.C.[4] 

 

For additional reading regarding this amazing feat, link 

to the following: 
 

^ https://www.navalhistory.org/2010/09/02/world-war-ii-

submarine-appendectomy  

Jump up ^ Jennifer Ludden. "Navy Hero to Earn Medal for 

1942 Surgery at Sea". NPR.org. February 19, 2005. Re-

trieved on 2008-11-26.  

Jump up ^ "Oral History - Appendectomy Performed on 

Fourth War Patrol of USS Seadragon, 1942". Naval History 

and Heritage Command. October 19, 1999. Retrieved on 

2011-12-27.  

Jump up ^ Adam Bernstein. "Wheeler Lipes Dies; Did 

Emergency Surgery While on Sub". The Washington Post. 

April 19, 2005. Page B06. Retrieved on 2008-11-26.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes 

Obituary: http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/wheeler-

lipes.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheeler Bryson Lipes 

Emergency Appendectomy Surgery on USS Seadragon (SS 194)  

After 35 years of marriage, a husband and wife came for 

counseling. When asked what the problem was, the wife went 

into a tirade listing every problem they had ever had in the 

years they had been married. 

On and on and on: neglect, lack of intimacy, emptiness, lone-

liness, feeling unloved and unlovable, an entire laundry list of 

unmet needs she had endured. 

Finally, after allowing this for a sufficient length of time, the 

therapist got up, walked around the desk and after asking the 

wife to stand, he embraced and kissed her long and passion-

ately as her husband watched - with a raised eyebrow. The 

woman shut up and quietly sat down in a daze. 

The therapist turned to the husband and said, "This is what 

your wife needs at least 3 times a week. Can you do this?" 

 

"Well, I can drop her off here on Mondays and Wednesdays, 

…………..but I fish on Fridays. 

 

Contributed by Dutch Kaiser 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appendectomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Seadragon_(SS-194)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acute_appendicitis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appendectomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Daily_News
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Weller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1943_Pulitzer_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destination_Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cary_Grant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Commendation_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Lejeune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_ref-1
https://www.navalhistory.org/2010/09/02/world-war-ii-submarine-appendectomy
https://www.navalhistory.org/2010/09/02/world-war-ii-submarine-appendectomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_ref-2
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4503760
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4503760
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NPR.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_ref-3
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq87-3a.htm
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq87-3a.htm
http://www.history.navy.mil/index.html
http://www.history.navy.mil/index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes#cite_ref-4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A64478-2005Apr18.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A64478-2005Apr18.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Washington_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheeler_Bryson_Lipes
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/wheeler-lipes.htm
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/wheeler-lipes.htm
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Af-

fairs (VA) recently won a  2018 Government Innovation 

Award for the VA Medical Images and Reports feature in 

My HealtheVet, VA’s online health portal. VA will be rec-

ognized for the award at a ceremony Nov. 8 in McLean, Vir-

ginia.  

Launched in April, the VA Medical Images and Reports fea-

ture allows Veterans with a Premium My HealtheVet ac-

count to view, download and share electronic copies of their 

radiology studies, such as X-rays, mammograms, MRI scans 

and CT scans from their VA electronic health records.  

“This is a well-deserved award for a program that elevates 

the level of service to our Veteran patients and ensures conti-

nuity of care,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It’s a great 

example of VA’s continued movement toward new programs 

and processes that increase quality of care.”  

Veterans can view a wide-ranging list of accessible radiolo-

gy studies, which are all available in My HealtheVet three 

calendar days after a study report has been verified. Previ-

ously, Veterans were required to submit a written request to 

get copies of radiology images. That request was then manu-

ally processed and could take up to 20 days for the Veteran 

to get a physical copy of the results. Now, instead of going 

to a VA facility, Veterans can choose an online self-service 

option on My HealtheVet to obtain a VA medical image or 

report. 

The VA Medical Images and Reports feature standardizes 

the viewing experience for users and makes transferring the 

image files and accompanying notes easier for Veterans. 

Since VA Medical Imaging and Reports went live in early 

April, approximately 231,000 requests and nearly 870,000 

reports have been viewed through the feature.  

For more information about My HealtheVet, visit 

www.myhealth.va.gov.  

 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5126 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Secretaries of Veterans Af-

fairs (VA) and Defense (DOD) signed a joint statement Sept. 

26 pledging that their two departments will align their plans, 

strategies and structures as they roll out a new electronic 

health records (EHR) system that will allow VA and DOD to 

share patient data seamlessly.  

Signed by Defense Secretary James N. Mattis and VA Secre-

tary Robert Wilkie, the joint statement reinforces both de-

partments’ commitment to ensuring the successful transition 

from a legacy patient-data system to a modernized one that 

will continue to support active-duty service members, Veter-

ans and their families.  

“The joint statement between DOD and VA represents tangi-

ble evidence of our commitment to change how we deliver 

Veteran-focused, provider-friendly care,” Wilkie said. “The 

new EHR system will be interoperable with DOD, while also 

improving VA’s ability to collaborate and share information 

with community care providers. This will ease the burden on 

service members as they transition from military careers and 

will be supported by multiple medical providers throughout 

their lives.” 

VA signed a contract with Cerner Corp. May 17 to replace 

VA’s 40-year-old legacy Veterans Integrated System Tech-

nology Architecture (VistA) health care records technology 

over the next 10 years with the new Cerner system, which is 

in the pilot phase at DOD. Collaborating with DOD will 

ensure that VA: understands the challenges encountered as 

DOD deploys its EHR system called Military Health System 

GENESIS (MHS GENESIS); adapts an approach by apply-

ing lessons learned to anticipate and mitigate known issues; 

assesses prospective efficiencies to help deploy faster; and 

delivers an EHR that is fully interoperable. 

"We are committed to partnering with the VA to support the 

lifetime care of our service members, Veterans and their 

families," Mattis said. "This modern electronic health record 

will ensure those who serve our nation have quality health 

care as they transition from service member to Veteran." 

“The EHR will give health care providers a full picture of 

patient medical history, driving better clinical outcomes,” 

Wilkie said. “It will also help us identify Veterans proactive-

ly who are at higher risk for issues, such as opioid addiction 

and suicide, so health care providers can intervene earlier 

and save lives.” 

For more information about VA’s Office of Electronic 

Health Record Modernization, go to www.ehrm.va.gov. 

 

 

VA Online Health Portal Wins  

Government Innovation Award    

VA and DOD Aligned  

Electronic Health Records  

Submarine Slang 

Bullshit flag – An imaginary flag that someone “raises” 

when they believe that what someone is telling them is 

pure and utter bullshit. They will call out “I am raising 

the bullshit flag on that one” or in some cases sailors 

actually carry around a rag that they will throw on the 

ground as their bullshit flag. 

 

https://gcn.com/articles/2018/08/23/government-innovation-awards-2018.aspx
https://gcn.com/articles/2018/08/23/government-innovation-awards-2018.aspx
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/ss20180418-medical-images-available-on-my-healthevet?inheritRedirect=true
http://www.myhealth.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5126
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/docs/EHRM-Joint-Commitment-Statement.pdf
https://www.ehrm.va.gov/?utm_source=pressrelease&utm_campaign=oehrm_launch
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Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

 

 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator http://gertrude-check.org/

DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

 

 

 

 

Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs  

News Releases https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/index.cfm 

Public Affairs  https://www.va.gov/opa/ 

Publications https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/ 

  

School of the Boat - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  

Submarine Memorials-Deterrent Park  
Brick Application 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

Oh... the memories! 

http://amiinter.com/
mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/index.cfm
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/index.cfm
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roosevelt_Roads_Naval_Station
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USSVI Bremerton Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the September 18, 

2018 meeting to order at 1900 hours at the Fleet Reserve 

Home in Bremerton, WA. 

 

Opening observances were conducted. 

 

Three Bremerton Base, Holland Club members recently 

passed on to Eternal Patrol were recognized with a moment of 

silence: 

Jack C. Ford - Qualified 1968 aboard USS Robert E Lee 

(SSBN 601) 

Billy P Hrbacek - Qualified 1960 aboard USS Cusk (SS 348) 

Robert E Lee - Qualified 1960 aboard USS Cubera (SS 347) 

 

Members attending included: WWII veteran Paul Christoffer-

son, WD4 Cdr. Al Durkee, new member Al Wilkins 

 

The minutes of the August meeting (Base Picnic) were ap-

proved as presented. 

 

Treasurer reports $68,961.79 in the Base Treasury as of Aug 

31, 2018. 

 

Membership is at 271 as of Aug 31, 2018. 

 

Puget Soundings deadline is Nov 1, 2018. 

 

Base Veterans Day observances:  Auburn Parade, Saturday, 

November 10, 2018. and  Kitsap Fairgrounds, Monday, No-

vember 12, 2018. 

 

Deterrent Park will have six bricks to lay on Nov 7. 

 

Base Commander Comments: Steve Corcoran and Jim De-

Mott are looking at a possible Traveling Dolphins recovery 

trip this coming week.  The dolphins are currently in Southern 

Oregon.  Members will be notified. 

 

 

 

 

 

A good time was had by all at the Tacoma Rainiers ball game.  

 

The E-Board will now send $50 to the charity of choice in the 

name of a deceased member of Bremerton Base.   

 

Bill Hrbacek family has sent thank you card to the Base and 

Bloodworks Northwest Silverdale Donor Center has respond-

ed as well.   

 

The Robert E Lee services are scheduled for 9/29/18 in Pouls-

bo.  Jack Ford will be buried at sea. The Christmas Party is 

scheduled for Saturday, December 15, 2018. Base member 

Lou Caretti's wife has recently passed away. 

 

New member Larry Devlon is a member of the Knights of 

Columbus who are starting a program of going to a VA hospi-

tal to sit with a sick veteran.  If anyone is interested, contact 

an E-Board member. 

 

Next meeting is Saturday, October 20, 2018.  There will be 

coffee and donuts for the 1000 hours meeting. 

 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran called the August 11, 2018 meet-

ing to order at the Bremerton Elks picnic area. 

 

Opening observances were conducted.  

 

 John Clear Olympic Peninsula Base founder, Jim DeMott 

WD4 Commander , Paul Christofferson  

WWII Submarine Veteran and Jim Foote past National Vice 

Cmdr. were in attendance.  

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran welcomed everyone and thank 

them for being there. He than started the picnic with Ameri-

can Legion Post. 

 

The next meeting will be September 18 at 

the Fleet Reserve. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Base Minutes—Oct 2018 

Base Minutes—Sep 2018 

Base Minutes—Aug 2018 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the September 

1 meeting to order 

 

Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran, Vice 

Cmdr. Don Carpenter, Treasurer Dennis Nardone, Secretary 

Wayne Sieckowski, Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson, and 

Past Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott 

 

Others attending the meeting included: Base Storekeeper 

Ralph Harris, Base Chaplin Fred Borgmann and Deterrent 

Park Chairman/Base Webmaster Don Basler 

 

The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were discussed 

and accepted. 

 

 Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports Base’s worth $68, 

961.79.  Revenues down because the 2019 Calendars have 

been ordered and paid for. Base Membership is 271. 

 

Base Chaplin Fred Borgmann made a donation to Blood 

Works 

 

The Chief of the Boat announced this year’s Christmas Party 

is December 15 and next year’s picnic will be August 24, 

2019 at the Elks picnic area.  

 

Past Base Cmdr. and Western District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott 

says next year there could be a district picnic in the Portland 

area.  

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran thinks we should have an Event 

Chairman.  Reminded everyone about the Veterans Day 

Events and he would like to put together a trip on Sep 27 to 

southern      Oregon to retrieve the traveling dolphins. 

 

0946 meeting was adjourned 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

 

What is the Affordable Care Act? Base E-Board Minutes—Sep 2018 

The Affordable Care Act, also known as the health care 

law, was created to expand access to coverage, control 

health care costs and improve health care quality and 

care coordination. The health care law does not change 

VA health care benefits or Veterans’ out-of-pocket 

costs. 

 

What you should know: 

VA wants all Veterans to receive health care that 

improves their health and well-being. 

If you are enrolled in VA health care, you don’t 

need to take additional steps to meet the 

health care law coverage standards. The 

health care law does not change VA health 

care benefits or Veterans’ out-of-pocket 

costs. 

If you are not enrolled in VA health care, you can 

apply at any time. 

U.S. taxpayers are required to declare that they 

have health coverage on their federal tax 

forms. You can enroll, re-enroll, or change 

2018 Marketplace health insurance starting 

on November 1, 2017 through December 15, 

2017. Coverage will begin on January 1, 

2018. 

After December 15, you cannot enroll outside of 

the open enrollment period unless you have a 

qualifying event. Visit https://

www.healthcare.gov/coverage-outside-open-

enrollment/ to see if you are eligible to enroll 

during the Special Enrollment period. 

Additional information regarding Veterans Enrolled in 

VA Health Care, Veterans Not Enrolled in VA Health 

Care, and Family Members can be found at this link 

https://www.va.gov/health/aca/  

Submarine Slang 

Dink List – Delinquent List. A list of non-qualified individuals who are not up to date on their qualification’s status. In the 

older days of submarining this was checked often and a loss of privileges was afforded anyone on the dink list. 

https://www.va.gov/health/aca/EnrolledVeterans.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/aca/EnrolledVeterans.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/aca/NonEnrolledVeterans.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/aca/NonEnrolledVeterans.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/aca/FamilyMembers.asp
https://www.va.gov/health/aca/
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0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the August 4 

meeting to order 

 

Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran, Vice 

Cmdr. Don Carpenter, Treasurer Dennis Nardone, Secretary 

Wayne Sieckowski, and  Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson 

 

Others attending the meeting included: Base Storekeeper 

Ralph Harris, Base Parade Chairman John Gardner, Bonefish 

Float Chairman Sam Swenson and Base Chaplin Fred 

Borgmann  

 

The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were discussed, 

corrected and accepted as corrected 

 

Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports Base’s worth 

$70,962.70. Revenues down $3,600.00. Current members 271.  

 

Base Chaplin Fred Borgmann would like to know the where 

about of Robert Becker. 

 

Bonefish Float Chairman Sam Swenson reports the float will 

need about $80.00 in minor repairs.  

 

Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris reports the TTF sales this 

month totaled $180.00 

 

Base Parades Chairman John Gardner he is unhappy with our 

position in the Whaling Days Parade and the handling of the 

Parade. He will look into a booth for next year.  

 

The Chief of the Boat is ready for the August 11 Base picnic.  

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran the Base Picnic will be in con-

junction with the American Legion. The Legion will provide 

beverages and music. The base will be attending the Tacoma 

Rainiers Baseball game on August 24. 

 

0945 meeting was adjourned 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submarine Slang 

No-Shitter - A sea story 

which is mostly (never 

completely) fictional, and 

unverifiable as well. Exam-

ples: "Hey, this is a no shit-

ter, but I once blah blah 

blah..." or "Hey this is a no-

shitter, I got a buddy who 

once blah blah blah..." 

Base E-Board Minutes—Aug 2018 VA Pensions 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) recently amended its regulations governing 

entitlements to VA pension and Parents’ Dependency and 

Indemnity Compensation, which are need-based pro-

grams.    

“The amended regulations bring consistency to the pension 

process and ensure benefits are available for Veterans and 

survivors with financial need,” said VA Secretary Robert 

Wilkie. “They will help maintain the integrity of and pro-

vide clarity to our needs-based pension program.”  

VA’s pension program provides monthly benefit payments 

to eligible wartime Veterans and their survivors with finan-

cial need. 

The pension regulations, which were updated Oct. 18, cov-

er the following: 

Establish a clear net-worth limit for income and assets for 

Veterans to qualify for pension,  

Establish a 36-month look-back period to review asset 

transfers at less than fair market value that reduce 

net worth and create pension entitlement,  

Establish up to a five-year penalty period to be calculated 

based on the portion of the covered assets that would 

have made net worth excessive, and 

Updates medical expense definitions for consistency with 

VA internal guidelines. 

The changes are intended to ensure VA only pays benefits 

to those Veterans with a genuine need.  

For more information on VA’s pension program, visit 

www.benefits.va.gov/PENSION/. 

 

http://www.benefits.va.gov/PENSION/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/types-dependency_and_indemnity_parents.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/types-dependency_and_indemnity_parents.asp
http://www.benefits.va.gov/PENSION/
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Facebook (log in to your account first) 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://

www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://

www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

U.S. Pacific Fleet https://www.facebook.com/

USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

U.S. 7th Fleet https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?

fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser 

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/

TogetherWeServed 

Got Dolphins? https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-

Dolphins/101385216229  

Undersea Warfare Magazine https://www.facebook.com/

USWMagazine/ 

Submarine Dolphin Qual Card https://www.facebook.com/

Submarine-Dolphin-Qual-Cards-258934372620/ 

PACNORWESTCPOA https://www.facebook.com/pages/

PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630 

In Honor of our WWII Submariners https://

www.facebook.com/groups/SubvetsWWII/?

ref=group_header  

 

Blogs and More 

The Lean Submariner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/

september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Dan the Navy Man http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com  

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

TenderTale http://www.tendertale.com/  

PigBoats http://www.pigboats.com/  

Submarine Shop http://submarineshop.com/patches/ 

The Old Goat http://olgoat.com/ 

Seattle Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/  

 

 

 

 

Submarine History 

St. Mary’s Museum https://www.facebook.com/

StMarysSubMuseum 

Victory at Sea http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=xWbiFB_OZIE  

WWII The Silent Service Submarine Warfare http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=trVIFLUyXN4 

http://usssealion.com/ 

Submarine Related Books http://theleansubmariner.com/now

-read-this-submarine-related-books/ 

U.S. WW II Submarine War Patrol Reports  https://

maritime.org/doc/subreports.htm  

Submarine Force Museum (Home of Historic Ship Nautilus) 

http://ussnautilus.org/   

Submarine Photo Archive http://www.navsource.org/

archives/subidx.htm  

War History Online https://www.warhistoryonline.com/  

Museum Ships https://www.museumships.us/ 

United States Submarine Loss WWII https://

www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/

title-list-alphabetically/u/united-states-submarine-losses.html 

Maritime Museums https://sdmaritime.org/ 

Tolling of the Boats http://goatlocker.org/boats/lostboat.htm 

Submarine War Patrol Reports http://hnsa.org/doc/

subreports.htm 

 

Submarine Force and Other Military News 

Navy http://www.navy.mil/index.asp 

Submarine Force Pacific http://www.csp.navy.mil/  

Submarine group 7 http://www.csp.navy.mil/csg7/ 

Defense News https://www.defensenews.com/  

Stars and Stripes https://www.stripes.com/  

USNI News https://news.usni.org/  

Naval Technology http://www.naval-technology.com/  

Marine Link News https://www.marinelink.com/magazines/

marinenews 

Submariners Association of Canada  http://www.saocwest.ca/  

Naval Today https://navaltoday.com/  

 

 

On-Line Resources 

https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBLANT
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/SUBPAC
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/USPacificFleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/7thfleet?fref=pb&hc_location=profile_browser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402
https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherWeServed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Got-Dolphins/101385216229
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 By Sean Keck  

 

T'was the night before Christmas, and what no-one could see, 

The men with the dolphins were under the sea. 

Most of the crew was flat on their backs, 

Snoring and dreaming all snug in their racks. 

 

  Those men on watch were making their rounds, 

Some manning the planes or listening for sounds. 

Back in maneuvering or down in the room, 

They all hoped the oncoming watch would come soon. 

 

  I'd finished some PM's whose time was now due, 

And hoped for some sleep, even an hour or two. 

Against better judgment I took a short stroll, 

And found myself wandering into control. 

 

  The Nav had the Conn, the COW was in place, 

The COB had the Dive and a scowl on his face. 

The helm and the planes were relaxed but aware, 

The QM and ET were discussing a dare. 

 

  To comply with the orders the Nav told the Dive, 

To bring the boat up with minimum rise. 

The orders were given and soon they were there, 

At periscope depth with a scope in the air. 

 

  The QM confirmed our position with care, 

The broadcast was copied, we brought in some air. 

The Nav on the scope let out a small cry, 

He shook his head twice and rubbed at his eyes. 

 

  He looked once again to find what it was, 

That interrupted his sweep and caused him to pause. 

Try as he might there was nothing to see, 

So down went the scope and us to the deep. 

 

  I asked what it was that caused his dismay, 

He sheepishly said, "I'm embarrassed to say." 

It could have been Northern Lights or a cloud, 

Or a meteorite he wondered aloud. 

 

  But to tell you the truth I guess I must say, 

Whatever it was it looked like a sleigh. 

And though it passed quickly and never was clear, 

I almost believe it was pulled by reindeer. 

 

  We laughed and teased him and I got up to go, 

When our moment was broken by "Conn, Radio." 

They told us a message was just coming in, 

We looked at the depth gauge and started to grin. 

 

  "Radio, Conn, I feel safe to say, 

Your attempt at a joke is too long delayed. 

If it had been sooner it might have been neat, 

But I doubt we're receiving at four-hundred feet." 

 

  "Conn, Radio, you can come down and see, 

We're not playing games to any degree." 

I headed aft with nothing better to do, 

Surprised by the fact it was still coming through. 

 

  It stopped and was sent to control to be read, 

The Nav read it slowly and scratched at his head. 

Then again he began but this time aloud, 

To those that now waited, a curious crowd. 

 

  "To you Denizens of the Deep and men of the sea, 

Who risk your life daily so others stay free. 

I rarely have seen you on this, my big night, 

For far too often you are hidden from sight. 

 

  But purely by luck I saw you tonight, 

As your scope coaxed the plankton to glow in the night. 

And lucky for me I've finally won, 

The chance to say thanks for all you have done. 

 

  I know that you miss your families at home, 

And sometimes you feel as if you're alone. 

But trust what I say and I'll do what's right, 

I'll take something special to your families tonight. 

 

  Along with the gifts I'll take to your kin, 

I'll visit their dreams and leave word within. 

They'll hear of your love, and how you miss them, 

I'll tell them that soon you'll be home again. 

 

  It might not be much I know that is true, 

To thank you for all the things that you do. 

But I'll do what I can, while you do what's right, 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a goodnight."  

T'was the Night Before Christmas 

Submarine Style 

http://www.northpole.com/
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 TO KEEP TROOP MORALE HIGH DURING WWII, 

THE BRITISH BUILT A FLOATING BREWERY 

 

No one would ever argue with the reality that war is tough, 

and that the men and women who elect to serve are a truly 

special breed. But it might come as some surprise that during 

World War II the British and U.S. governments believed sol-

diers were so vital that they were willing to go to great lengths 

in order to supply them with a substance they felt was incredi-

bly important for their morale: beer. 

The problem was that for soldiers stationed in the Pacific, the 

beer was pretty terrible. This was true for two main reasons: 

the first was that our British and American beers didn’t travel 

all that well, meaning that by the time they finally arrived at 

the base, they were pretty skunked and often tasted quite ran-

cid. The second reason was that there weren’t many local op-

tions. The country we were fighting, Japan, wasn’t really 

making beer, and as for sake, the Japanese had either convert-

ed those breweries into munitions factories, or were giving 

what was left to their Kamikaze pilots. 

But we didn’t want to leave our soldiers in the lurch, drink-

ing only skunk beer in an attempt to raise their spirits, so what 

did we do? We built brewery ships. Well, OK — the British 

actually built the brewery ships, but since we’re allies, they 

were willing to share. These ships were built at the insistence 

of Winston Churchill himself and were not only to include 

breweries, but also cinemas, dance halls and other amenities, 

which is why they then became known as amenity ships. 

The original plan was for the British Navy to build ten of 

these ships and station them across the Pacific, allowing them 

to supply allied troops with all the sudsy sustenance they de-

sired. To build these floating breweries, the British converted 

old mine-laying ships, outfitting the hulls with a 55-barrel 

capacity brewing pot. The brewing pot was heated with steam 

coils powered by the ship’s boiler, and six glass lined fer-

menting vessels, capable of churning out 250 barrels of beer a 

week. In the end however, only two of these ships came to 

fruition, as the war ended before production was even able to 

begin on the other eight. 

These two ships, the HMS Menestheus and the Agamemnon 

were built in Western Canada, though the Agamemnon never 

wound up leaving the shipping yard. Only the HMS Menes-

theus set sail from Canada for the Pacific towards the end of 

the war, with the ship’s first batch of beer brewed on the last 

day of 1945. 

 

 

Although the war was over shortly after the HMS Menes-

theus’s arrival, allied troops still remained and the beer they  

were drinking was still terrible, so the ship began its critical 

role of supplying those troops with palatable beer. During its 

time in the Pacific the HMS Menestheus visited the ports of 

Yokohama, Kure, Shanghai and Hong Kong, brewing a mild 

ale that was served slightly chilled. Reports from soldiers who 

consumed it at the time were that the beer was absolutely deli-

cious, especially when compared to what they had been drink-

ing before. Who knows, had the brewery ships come to frui-

tion earlier in the campaign, both sides might have decided to 

simply work out their differences over a delicious pint. 

Published: January 7, 2016  

 

https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/wwii-british-floating-

brewery/?

utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign

=float 

 

 

The British Floating Brewery 

https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/pints-with-passports-how-well-does-beer-travel/
https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/pints-with-passports-how-well-does-beer-travel/
https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/ever-wonder-how-hot-sake-gets-heated-the-answer-may-surprise-you/
https://vinepair.com/beer-101/english-mild-beer-style-guide/
https://vinepair.com/beer-101/english-mild-beer-style-guide/
https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/wwii-british-floating-brewery/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=float
https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/wwii-british-floating-brewery/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=float
https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/wwii-british-floating-brewery/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=float
https://vinepair.com/wine-blog/wwii-british-floating-brewery/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=float


28  

Vol. 22 Issue 4 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Oct—Nov—Dec 2018 

 

 Philippines' iconic Jeepney vehicles are going electric 

 

By SETH ROBSON | STARS AND STRIPES Published: 

May 17, 2018 

 

The days of the Philippines’ iconic Jeepney vehicles may be 

numbered — at least the version familiar to American service-

members and veterans who’ve spent time in the islands. 

The Philippine government, eager to cut traffic congestion and 

pollution, has ordered the gas-guzzling Jeepneys to be phased 

out. The vehicles, which evolved from Jeeps left behind by 

U.S. forces at the end of World War II, are ubiquitous in the 

islands with their brightly painted bodywork and distinctive 

radiator grills. 

An initial batch of modern electric Jeepneys is due to start 

serving metropolitan Manila next month, the Manila Standard 

newspaper reported last week. Similar vehicles are already on 

the roads in other parts of the country. 

A ride in a traditional Jeepney across Angeles City costs about 

the equivalent of a quarter, said John Gilbert, 70, a former 

Army noncommissioned officer living in the Philippines. 

These days, it’s possible to travel around nearby Clark Air 

Base in the vehicles. 

Gilbert said he rode in an electric Jeepney on a recent trip to 

Cebu. 

“They’re clean, quiet and don’t produce quite the same smells 

although they probably will over time,” he said of the new 

vehicles. 

Growth of the Philippines’ economy means more cars on the 

roads and the spread of traffic from Manila to other cities and 

towns. Electric Jeepneys, which carry more passengers, will 

help cut congestion, Gilbert said. 

But the change isn’t welcomed by everyone. Jeepney drivers, 

who typically own and operate their own vehicles, have pro-

tested the government’s plans. 

Electric Jeepneys cost more than most of the drivers can af-

ford, and the change will force them to become contract em-

ployees rather than independent business owners, Gilbert said. 

“The future is clearly the non-polluting electric higher capaci-

ty vehicles, but it has not been embraced by all,” he said. 

 

robson.seth@stripes.com 

Twitter: @SethRobson1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updated contact information for retirees 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/reference/

publications/shiftcolors/Documents/Shift%20Colors%

20FW%202018.pdf  

 

1. Combat Special Related Compensation: Our office fields a 

lot of phone calls for Combat Special Related Compensation, 

but we’re not the subject-matter expert, nor do we own this 

process. Visit the CSRC link at: www.secnav.navy.mil/mra/

CORB/pages/crscb/uycs.aspx 

 

 2. Retiree passing: To report a passing of a retiree, call the 

Defense Finance Accounting Service (DFAS) at (800) 321-

1080.    

 

3. Reserve Retirements: For questions about Reserve compo-

nent (pay and gray-area) retirement questions, contact PERS-

912. You can call (866) 827-5672, email uasknpc@navy.mil 

or visit the website at: https://go.usa.gov/xPWbD  

 

4. Active Component Retirements: For all questions and is-

sues about Active Component retirement information, includ-

ing 30-year retirement certificates after retirement, go to Ac-

tive Retirements at: www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/career/

retirement/Pages/default.aspx For more information, visit the 

Retired Activities Office website at: https://go.usa.gov/

xPWbW 

 

 

Philippine’s Iconic Jeepney  

Contacts for Retirees 

https://www.stripes.com/reporters/2.1266?author=Seth_Robson
mailto:robson.seth@stripes.com
http://www.twitter.com/SethRobson1
https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/reference/publications/shiftcolors/Documents/Shift%20Colors%20FW%202018.pdf
https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/reference/publications/shiftcolors/Documents/Shift%20Colors%20FW%202018.pdf
https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/reference/publications/shiftcolors/Documents/Shift%20Colors%20FW%202018.pdf
http://www.secnav.navy.mil/mra/CORB/pages/crscb/uycs.aspx
http://www.secnav.navy.mil/mra/CORB/pages/crscb/uycs.aspx
https://go.usa.gov/xPWbD
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Russian naval vessels have conducted anti-submarine drills in 

the Sea of Okhotsk, the Pacific waterway between Russia and 

Hokkaido, as part of the country’s largest military exercise in 

decades. 

The “unprecedented” Vostok 2018 military drills — the larg-

est war games since the fall of the Soviet Union — have seen 

about 3,200 troops from China join some 300,000 Russian 

troops for a week of war games in Siberia and the Far East, 

and over the Arctic and Pacific oceans. The maneuvers are 

scheduled to continue through Monday. 

China, which participated for the first time, also sent more 

than 1,000 pieces of weaponry and 30 fixed-wing aircraft and 

helicopters to conduct strike and counterattack training 

among other drills, it said earlier, as Moscow and Beijing 

looked to showcase their deepening ties. 

Saturday, the Russian destroyer Vice Admiral Kulakov and a 

Ka-27 helicopter equipped to hunt submarines took part in 

the exercises, which included simulations of combat scenari-

os and anti-submarine maneuvering elements in the Sea of 

Okhotsk, the Russian Defense Ministry said. 

The waters are home to four Russia-controlled islands off 

Hokkaido, known as the Northern Territories in Japan and 

Southern Kurils in Russia. Tokyo and Moscow are involved 

in a long-standing territorial dispute over the islands. 

 

In a separate statement, the ministry said the drills included 

MiG-31 and Su-35 fighter jet interceptors appearing to ap-

proach their airspace without responding to ground control. 

The exercises also saw more than 10 Tu-22 long-range 

bombers hit targets resembling command centers, parked 

aircraft and warehouses where aircraft could be concealed. 

Ahead of the drills, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 

said they would be of “unprecedented scale both in territory 

and number of troops involved.” 

The exercises are believed to be the largest event since the 

Zapad-81 maneuvers. Those drills saw between 100,000 and 

150,000 troops take part in September 1981, according to the 

CIA. 

During three days of exercises last week, troops from both 

China and Russia simulated repelling an invasion at the Tsu-

gol training range in Russia’s Trans-Baikal region. 

Chinese State Councilor and Defense Minister Wei Fenghe 

inspected troops during the joint exercises, saying the drills 

reflect China and Russia’s “confidence and determination to 

jointly safeguard regional peace and security, and the exer-

cise enhances the two militaries’ ability to respond to multi-

ple security threats,” according to the state-run China Daily. 

Shao Yuanming, vice chief of staff at the Joint Staff Depart-

ment of the Central Military Commission and the Chinese 

chief commander for the drills, said the two nations will con-

tinue their military cooperation and “explore new possible 

ways to boost their combat abilities,” the China Daily report-

ed. 

Beijing and Moscow have said the drills were not aimed at 

any third party, though some analysts have said the joint ex-

ercises are a worrying trend. 

The U.S., for its part, has worked to play down the signifi-

cance of the drills. 

 

Asked if the U.S. is worried about a possible military alliance 

between Russia and China, Defense Secretary Jim Mattis told 

Pentagon reporters Tuesday that, “I think that nations act out 

of their interests. I see little in the long term that aligns Rus-

sia and China.” 

In an editorial Wednesday, the Global Times tabloid, operat-

ed by the Communist Party’s official People’s Daily newspa-

per, said the purposes for China’s participation were twofold. 

“First, it is to strengthen friendship between the two militar-

ies and consolidate the China-Russia comprehensive strategic 

partnership of coordination,” it wrote. “Second, China can 

learn from Russia’s wartime experience and thus be more 

familiar with actual combat.” 

But while it said it was “natural that the outside world inter-

pret the military drills geopolitically,” the editorial claimed 

that, “if over-interpreted, the drills’ insignificant meaning 

could be exaggerated.” 

It called the drills defensive, but added a caveat. 

“China and Russia are not allies, and they are firm in not 

forging an alliance,” the editorial said. “But the outside world 

shouldn’t make China and Russia feel an urgent need to 

strengthen their military cooperation.”  

 

(c)2018 the Japan Times (Tokyo) 

Visit the Japan Times (Tokyo) at www.japantimes.co.jp/ 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 

 https://inmilitary.com/massive-russian-war-games-see-naval-

forces-hunt-submarines-in-pacific-waters-north-of-hokkaido/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russian War Games  
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The nuclear missile submarine USS Tennessee (SSBN-734) 

KING’S BAY, GEORGIA: Imagine drifting off to sleep un-

derwater in a tiny room with eight other people, with nuclear 

missile tubes on either side. 

Need a drink now? Too bad, because, while in theory the 

skipper can authorize alcohol, in practice he never will. You 

can eat canned asparagus every day though, if you want, 

thanks to a quirk in Navy nutrition regulations. (It’s unclear 

how much of it ends up compacted into cubes with the other 

garbage, weighted down, and dumped to the ocean floor). 

Oh, and as another health benefit, even though you live next 

to a mobile nuclear reactor, you get less radiation than the 

average American simply because you spend months at a 

time without seeing the sun. 

Sounds less than homey? Well, apparently, you get used to it. 

That’s according to the crew of the ballistic missile subma-

rine USS Tennessee (SSBN-734), homeported here in King’s 

Bay and currently tied up pierside for a refit. 

 

There’s an armed sailor in body armor standing guard on 

deck, plus trained dolphins and sea lions on watch for hostile 

divers. (Yes, really). When I and other attendees at a nuclear 

security conference here (courtesy of the DC-base Mitchell 

Institute and the local Camden Partnership) got the rare op-

portunity to tour a boomer, we had to leave our cellphones, 

cameras, and all other electronics behind before we boarded 

the Navy bus, which had been swept by security personnel 

and dogs. Even so, they never let us near the sub’s reactor — 

but the front end of the boat was intriguing enough. 

Inside the sub, the already cramped passageways were clut-

tered with temporary tubing. Every flat surface seemed cov-

ered by machinery being meticulously disassembled by sev-

eral sailors, often standing with their backs nonchalantly to 

the two rows of 12 sequoia-thick silos that dominate the hull. 

The crew had even installed a temporary spiral staircase in 

their largest hatch to help them hustle in and out of the boat 

with supplies and spare parts. (Normally there’re no stairs 

aboard a sub, just ladders). 

 

Just to turn up the heat a little, literally, the sub’s air condi-

tioning had been turned off temporarily earlier in the day, 

while the boat moved berths. The reactivated A/C was still 

struggling to purge the July-in-Georgia heat from what is, 

after all, a big black metal tube with only a few hatches for 

ventilation. The only cool air aboard was right around the 

oxygen generator. The generator looks rather like Hell’s own 

espresso machine, but it actually splits ordinary water into 

oxygen — it’s the only thing that keeps the crew from suffo-

cating underway — and hydrogen (vented offboard with the 

carbon dioxide), which is an endothermic (heat-draining) 

reaction. But while I was wilting just walking around, the 

sailors I saw at work seemed undaunted. 

Which is busier, I asked one sailor: Being out on patrol, or 

being in port for a refit? Refit is, he said, “by far.” There’s a 

lot of work to do in 35 days at home being heading out to sea 

for two or three months. Each sub actually has two crews of 

over 150 each, Blue and Gold, who alternate to ease the 

strain on sailors and families. Even so, a career submariner 

like the skipper of the Tennessee, Commander Paul Seitz, 

spends an estimated six years of his life underwater. 

 

An Aging & Hard-Worked Force 

So nuclear submarines are used hard every year, and this one 

is 32 years old. In fact, Tennessee was the first SSBN 

homeported at King’s Bay and the first boat to test-fire the 

Trident D5 missile. The other 13 Ohio-class nuclear missile 

subs stationed here and in Bangor, Washington were all com-

missioned between 1981 and 1997, and the US hasn’t built 

another SSBN since. (The newer Seawolf and Virginia sub-

marines are relatively small attack boats that don’t carry nu-

clear missiles). The Navy’s now hustling to design and build 

the $128 billion replacement program, the Columbia class, 

with no slack left in the schedule. 

Even so, Tennessee and her sisters will have to stay in service 

42 years apiece before they can be replaced in the 2030s. The 

land-based Minuteman ICBM, the B-1 and B-2 bombers, and 

the Air-Launched Cruise Missile (ALCM) will also need 

replacements about the same time. The force also needs up-

grades to aging nuclear warheads, Trident missiles, and the 

nuclear command, control, and communications network 

(NC3), as well as refurbishment of crumbling Energy Depart-

ment buildings that in some cases date back to the Manhattan 

project. All that will put tremendous pressure on the Penta-

gon budget. 

“Everything in that program delivers just on time to replace 

the old stuff,” said Gen. John Hyten, the four-star Air Force 

officer in charge of Strategic Command, to the nuclear weap-

ons conference here. 

 

“Every leg of the triad is up against the red line in terms of 

recapitalization,” agreed Rear Adm. John W. Tammen, direc-

tor of undersea warfare (N97) on the Navy staff. “The green-

eyeshade people…have repeatedly delayed and delayed each 

of the programs. (Now), the bottom line is there’s no addi-

tional margin for construction and delivery of Columbia.” To 

reduce the risk, defense contractors have already started 

building missile tubes — some of which will go to the Royal 

Navy‘s SSBN program — as well as a full-up prototype of 

the new design’s electric drive. 

 

[See Inside America's Aging Nuclear Missile Submarines    

p. 31] 
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Is there any way, I asked, to squeeze some more years out of 

the Ohios, originally designed to last 30 years? “We have 

sharpened the pencils to get to 42 years,” he said. “I don’t 

think there’s anything past 42.” 

So “we have to get Columbia done on time, (and) we are on 

plan to do that,” Tammen emphasized. “With the current 

leadership designating the strategic mission as DoD’s No. 1 

mission, the resources are there.” 

 

In the meantime, there’s some money to keep upgrading the 

existing equipment, but very selectively. So, like much of the 

US military, the sub is a strange mix of cutting-edge and vin-

tage. There are plasma screens on the wall of the galley, the 

petty officer’s “Goat Locker,” and the captain’s office/

stateroom/tiny cell, that display the condition of the sub in 

real time, all the time once underway. 

But a lot of technology dates from the 1980s when the boat 

was built, including key components of the fire control sys-

tem for the ballistic missiles. It turns out “clunky but tried 

and tested” beats “new hotness that’s mostly been debugged” 

when you’re working with nuclear weapons. And no, the 

crew told us, one man can’t launch the missiles: It takes at 

least two people turning keys at once in two different parts of 

the ship. 

 

Saying “Thank You” 

Does the crew suffer any existential dread from living, work-

ing, and sleeping next to enough megatonnage to kill millions 

of people? Apparently not. None of these submarines has 

ever fired a shot in anger as opposed to testing, and the sail-

ors naturally prefer it that way. The whole point of a deterrent 

is, if it’s successful, you never have to use it. And while 

America’s land-based silos are visible to orbiting satellites, 

and its strategic bombers often make high-profile flights 

abroad to assure allies and unnerve adversaries, the subma-

rines’ success lies in never being seen. 

So it’s easy to overlook the service of US Navy submariners, 

or for the matter the Air Force missileers who go to work 

every day in bunkers deep underground, standing ready for 

the order we all pray will never come. And this weight is on 

some very young shoulders. 

Gen. Hyten recalled how one junior lieutenant, working at 

Malmstrom missile base in Montana on her first assignment 

in the Air Force, asked how he responded when people derid-

ed the work ethic of millennials. 

“What I say is, if you want to see our country, get on my 

plane and come with me,” Hyten said, voice breaking with 

emotion. “Come with me to Malmstrom, come to me to 

Kings Bay, and I’ll introduce you to the millennials that do 

the job every day — and you will find that they’re exactly the 

same as they were 20 years ago, exactly the same as they 

were 40 years ago.” 

“They love this country. They want to defend this country. 

They go to work every day,” Hyten said. “They’re amazing 

— they’re smarter than we were, by far. They get motivated 

differently so you have to lead them differently, but their 

passion is just the same.” 

It was at this point in his answer to the young lieutenant, Hy-

ten said, that he saw a tear start down her cheek. “It’s pretty 

awesome that a missileer whose job is to sit on top of a nu-

clear weapon, a Minuteman III, takes her job that seriously,” 

he said. “Just saying thank you means a lot.” 

 

This article was written by Sydney J. Freedberg Jr. from 

Breaking Defense and was legally licensed through the 

NewsCred publisher network. Please direct all licensing 

questions to legal@newscred.com. 
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Bremerton Base Meetings and Events 

 

• Nov 10 (1100) Auburn Veterans Day Parade http://

www.auburnwa.gov/things_to_do/community/

vdp_s_p213.htm?EventMode=View&EventOccurrence=0 

• http://enjoyfestivals.com/auburns-veterans-day-parade-

2018-live-on-10-november/14155/  

• Nov 12 (0900) Veterans Day at the Kitsap Pavilion 

• Nov 17 (1000) General Membership Meeting at FRA 

Branch 29 – 521 National Ave, Bremerton 360.373.2296 

http://frabranch29.com/index.php 

• Dec 01 E-Board at FRA Branch 29 – 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 http://frabranch29.com/index.php  

• Dec 05 (1130) SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Bangor 

• Dec 15 (1200) Christmas Party at Bremerton Elks Lodge 

1181@ 3131 Pine Rd, Bremerton, WA http://

www.bpoe1181.org/  

 
 

Stay tuned to the Gertrude Check for 2019 events!. 

 

 

• February Base Breakfast at Bremerton Elks Lodge 1181@ 

3131 Pine Rd, Bremerton, WA http://www.bpoe1181.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soup Down  Luncheons 

 

All luncheons are from 11:30 to 13:00 unless otherwise not-
ed. Photographs  may be viewed at  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

 

• Nov 09 Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 

360.377.8442 

• Nov 16 All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 

360.692.5760 

• Nov 23 Blue Goose Tavern 1931 Bay St. Port Orchard 

360.895.8171 

• Nov 30 The Point Casino 7989 Salish Ln NE, Kingston, 

WA 360.297.0070 

• Dec 07 The Dugout 4180 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 

98312 360.813.1112 

• Dec 14 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap 

Way, Bremerton, WA 360.479.9117  

• Dec 21 That One Place 1397 Olney Dr. .Suite #101 Port 

Orchard WA, 98366 360.876.4572 

• Dec 28 Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, 

Silverdale 360.352.9888 

 

Stay tuned to the Gertrude Check for 2019 Luncheons!. 

Bremerton Base Calendar  (Including Soup Down Luncheons) 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! http://www.gertrude-check.org/ 
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