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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  That 

their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant 

source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge 

loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s 

Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, 

we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mu-

tual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Subma-

riners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a 

strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in 

various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme 

sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 

comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom 

and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

Our Creed Table of Contents 

Base Website (The Gertrude Check): www.gertrude-

check.org    
 

Base Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-
Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 

USSVI Website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

http://www.gertrude-check.org
http://www.gertrude-check.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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mander: Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

 

Base Commander:  

Steve Corcoran 

360.471.2704    

stephenjcorcoran@ 

gmail.com  

 

Vice Commander/Ways and 

Means: Don Carpenter 

360.908.3134    

drcarp683@msn.com 

 

Past Commander:  
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Chairman:  
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wsieckowski@gmail,com 

 

Treasurer/Membership 

Chairman: Dennis Nardone 
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• As you read through the Puget Soundings (PS), hover your “mouse” over links (and photos) for additional reading and, at 

times, videos and maps. 

• Remember, I continually take articles and photos from members for possible use in the PS. Please understand, however, not 

all input may be used.  By-lines are provided for submitted articles. 

• Please ensure that you read the minutes for our meetings, especially if you were not able to attend; they provide more infor-

mation regarding Base events and programs. 

• The PS is one-fourth of how the Base keeps the membership 

informed of base functions; please also use the Gertrude 

Check, FB, and the Commander’s emails to keep current.. 

The Editor’s Desk 

 

Western District 4  Commander 

Jim DeMott 

Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman  

Cell: 360.536.0916 

The Puget Soundings is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov)  

Article Submission: drpittman@wavecable.com is due  NLT 01 

August 2019 Ain’t No Slack in Fast Attack 

USSVI Subvet News 

USSVI National  Convention  

“All I need is a family gram and a diet coke and I am   

happy to be underway” – Usually said by a salty old sub-

mariner to a non-qual to indicate how dedicated they are. 

Jim DeMott sent us a photo of himself  at the US Sub-

marine Memorial, located at VFW Post 2555, in Golden 

Valley, Arizona. 

Austin, TX 

August 14 – August 20 2019 

Welcome To Austin, Shipmates! 

Central Texas Base / Brazos Valley Base 

are your hosts for the 2019 USSVI National Convention 

 

https://ussviconvention.org/2019/ 

 

Boat Reunions  

 

 USS Lafayette (SSBN-616)                                       

https://ussviconvention.org/2019/uss-lafayette-ssbn-616/ 

 USS Tecumseh (SSBN-628)                                           

https://ussviconvention.org/2019/uss-lafayette-ssbn-616-2/ 

 USS Theodore Roosevelt (SSBN-600)                          

https://ussviconvention.org/2019/uss-lafayette-ssbn-616-2-

2/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
http://www.ussviconvention.org/
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Hello fellow Submariners and As-

sociate Members, 

 I hope you are all doing well. I am 

happy Spring and Summer are 

here, as the snow this past Winter 

did get the best of me. Due to the 

snow and weather, we, (the E-

board) canceled our annual Febru-

ary breakfast meeting. I still feel this was a good decision. It 

was a rough week, and we all needed time to recover. Thanks 

for your support . We are at the start of a busy season for 

Bremerton Base. I am talking about parades,weekly soup-

downs, and special events. Again, first and foremost, I want to 

thank ALL base members that support our endeavors through-

out the year. I do appreciate it. Membership is going to be my 

topic for this edition of the Puget Soundings. I have received 

correspondence from the National Office concerning member-

ship and I am going to share with you. 

 

From our National Commander: 

District Commanders and Base Commanders, 

Please excuse my out of character long message, but bear with 

me, as I feel this request is important in its entirety. 

     All of us are aware that our membership numbers have 

been on a  slow downward spiral for several years. For what-

ever reason in our quest to maintain and/or increase our mem-

bership, all of us up to and including the National Board level 

have ignored a readily available source of “Qualified Dolphin 

Wearing Submarine Veterans”. I am referring to “Past USSVI 

Members”. These old “confirmed” shipmates (“they have said 

yes once”) have not renewed their membership for a multitude 

of reasons (poor communication at the base level, unhappy 

with the organization, financial restrictions etc.). Some of 

these reasons are out of our control,  but others are easily ad-

dressed ( one glaring example – poor or no communication at 

some of the Base levels). 

     Attached, you will find a listing of past members dating 

from 2006 to 2017 for each of your Districts sorted in alpha-

betical order by Bases to use as a mining source to increase our 

membership. Guy’s please understand this list is several years 

old and the contact information may be outdated (departed on 

Eternal Patrol, contact info outdated, shuffled in District rea-

lignment etc.) and no longer usable today, but it’s a start. 

Please cooperate and assign either yourself, your Base Mem-

bership Chairman or other Base member the task of reestab-

lishing a connection with a phone call or at the very least an e-

mail to these old shipmates asking them to rejoin our ranks. 

Explain that we are in the process of diverting USSVI’s focus 

back to what our basics were in the 1960’s, which is to 

“perpetuate the memory”, take care of our shipmates and have 

a good time in the process. Let them know we are interested in 

why they did not renew and every effort will be made to ad-

dress their concerns. Please forward any comments received to 

me and I will follow-up with a copy to you when I reply to 

them. 

 Shipmates, it is very critical that we turn this trend around for 

the future of our organization.  

 We are not designed as a “last man standing” organization and 

all of us from the National Commander down to the individual 

Base leaders have to put forth an effort to turn this trend 

around by stepping up a notch in our official responsibilities to 

insure we do not just disappear from the attrition of our ranks. 

 Regards and looking forward to your corporation. 

Wayne Standerfer NC 

 

     I believe, we, as Bremerton Base, have done a good job 

with membership. Since Dennis Nardone has been our mem-

bership chairman, he has been aggressive when dues come up 

for renewal. Since I have been Commander and Vice-

Commander, (the last 8 years), Dennis has sent e-mails and 

letters to members during renewal season. I know this, due to 

the fact he informed the E-Board when communication was 

delivered. I have reviewed the membership attachment sent to 

Bremerton Base and we will discuss at the next E-Board meet-

ing. I know dwindling membership is an issue across the board 

with most veteran organizations. I just needed to share this 

information from the National Commander. 

 

     Another topic mentioned in the latest issue of the American 

Submariner is the U.S.S.V.I. website. Here is a portion from 

the National Commander's message. " The database is only as 

accurate as the information entered by the Base Tools 

Manager and each individual member. It is impossible for 

anyone at the national level to keep up with the comings 

and goings of more than 12,000 members and 175 bases 

without local level cooperation. Base Tools Managers and 

individual members need to step up and ensure the accura-

cy of their base information which include current base 

officers, meeting locations, and member profiles. Ship-

mates, this does not require a brain surgery mentality. If 

you are unfamiliar with accessing the website to update 

your profile or base information, please contact your Base 

Tools Manager or anyone up to and including myself for 

assistance."  

 

See The Commanders’ Corner, Page 5 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/community/submarine/Pages/MT.aspx
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Continue from Page 4 

 

I ask, if you do not have an account on the U.S.S.V.I. website 

to long in, please do so. There is much useful information on 

the site and it does help us stay in contact with you. If you 

need assistance creating an account please contact me or any E

-Board member.  

 

2019 also brings an election year for Bremerton Base. All of-

fices are up for election. My term as Base Commander will 

come to an end. In accordance with our Base Bylaws " The 

Base Commander and Vice Commander may not hold the 

same office for more than four consecutive years."  I hope we 

have  a few nominations for each office and actually have an 

election. If you are interested in serving your base, please con-

tact any E-Board member or myself, if you have any ques-

tions. The duties and responsibilities of each office are posted 

in our Bylaws and posted on-line. Serving as Commander and 

Vice- Commander for this base has been rewarding and fun. 

Having all you supporting us makes it an easy endeavor. 

 

And with that note, I must repeat what I have mentioned in 

past newsletters. I would like to take the time to thank the in-

dividuals that take on the responsibility to hold office and 

chair our many committees for our base. I truly appreciate all 

you do for our base and membership. Without these dedicated 

individuals, our base would not be as successful as it is. 

 

And a thank you to all our members. Whether you attend the 

soup downs, parades, volunteer at our events, or help in any 

other way, I thank you. We have a great base, and I truly enjoy 

seeing you at our events. With all that is going on in this coun-

try and world, I feel confident I can enjoy our base events and 

camaraderie and friendship for a few hours a month at least, 

and have a good time. I understand I am repeating this, but I 

truly believe it. Thank you.            

 

I am still going to leave my main goals here. I still feel they 

are important and we need to follow through.   

Membership – Our membership is what makes our base so 

successful and strong. My goal is to keep our membership 

strong and hopefully recruit more members. We have an awe-

some resource being so close to a submarine base. My inten-

tion is to communicate with the boats and shore commands 

and interface with the active duty force. First year dues are 

still waived for Active Duty personnel. Membership has 

been holding steady at approximately 260-270 members. We 

as a base, need to communicate our creed and all that we do 

for the community, not to mention the fun we have. I also ask 

that our current members contact one of your former ship-

mates and invite them to one of our meetings or events, just to 

check us out.  

Primary and Secondary individuals for Committees – I feel 

we need to have a 2nd person familiar with the many commit-

tees we have. Starting with the Treasurers' position on down to 

Puget Soundings. My goal here is to have someone familiar 

with the duties and responsibilities of each position. We do 

many good things and support events throughout the year. For 

example, scholarship raffle and applications, membership, 

parades, Gertrude Check and Deterrent park bricks. I just feel 

if an individual is on vacation or unable to continue as the pri-

mary chairman, we need someone else to step up. We need 

help with base webmaster and the float. Please help if you 

can. Just like on the boats, we had a primary and secondary 

for all major collateral duties.  Well that is all for now. I look 

forward to seeing you all at future events. If there is anything I 

can assist you with, please do not hesitate to contact me. It is 

an honor to serve as your Base Commander. Be safe and take 

care my friends. 

 

Steve Corcoran—Base Commander             

 

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

Kitsap Credit Union 

Annual Armed Forces Day Parade 

Saturday, May 18 (10:00) - Downtown Bremerton 

 

The largest and longest-running Armed Forces Day Parade 

in the country! The parade starts at 10 a.m. and is followed 

by the Heroes BBQ and the 4th Street Festival on Quincy 

Square where you can enjoy live music, a free showing of 

Top Gun at the Roxy, food and drink from the new Axe & 

Arrow Gastropub and craft beers from Dog Days Brewing! 

Come to Downtown Bremerton for the Lions Club pancake 

breakfast, watch the parade and then spend the day in 

Downtown Bremerton! Show your appreciation for our 

armed forces near and far! 

 

The AFD Parade takes the place of our May General   

Membership Meeting 
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Defense Finance and Accounting     

Service’s (DFAS) 

Boondoggle - Any unorganized, inefficient 

evolution or a trip taken on government time 

a money. 

MNCC offers 24/7 Retiree                 

Customer Service  

 The Defense Finance and Accounting Service’s (DFAS) 

pay management system, myPay, is undergoing a signifi-

cant transformation with a simpler design, streamlined 

navigation and easier use on customers’ mobile devices.  

DFAS officials have not yet released a date for the change, 

but assure customers that information will be provided via 

the agency’s social media channels and website 

(www.dfas. mil). The transition to the refreshed myPay 

will occur after the traditional tax season ends.  

myPay account holders can expect to see differences when 

they access the application after the change is launched. 

The most striking difference will be the myPay home 

page, which will look fresher and more modern. Custom-

ers can always ensure they are connected to the official 

myPay system by checking their browser’s address bar for 

the correct myPay URL: https://mypay.dfas.mil.  

myPay currently provides service for more than six mil-

lion military retirees and annuitants, military members, 

and federal civilian employees. Not only does it provide 

account holders a more secure way to receive tax docu-

ments such as 1099-Rs and W-2s, myPay is also the 

quickest way to update bank account, mailing and email 

addresses and other vital information necessary to manage 

retiree and annuitant accounts. From Defense Finance and 

Accounting Service  

In addition, with an email address in myPay, retirees and 

annuitants can also receive important email notifications 

from DFAS about their pay accounts.   

DFAS is also updating video and website content to help 

customers accomplish a variety of common online tasks, 

such as accessing a myPay account for the first time, pass-

word updates, and bank account and address changes. For 

more myPay information, go to: www.dfas.mil 

www.facebook.com/DFAS www.linkedin.com/company/

dfas www.youtube.com/user/DFAS 

The MyNavy Career Center (MNCC), which launched 

last fall, delivers expanded customer service to retired 

Sailors and their families seeking assistance with its con-

tact center, open 24/7. Retirees can inquire about a num-

ber of topics such as ID cards/DEERs, medical benefits, 

status of Reserve retirement, Post-911 GI Bill, and survi-

vor benefits plans. To reach an agent by phone, call 

(833) 330-MNCC/6622 or via email at ask-

mncc@navy.mil. 

WA Navy Retiree Seminar                    
& Appreciation Day  

WA Navy Retiree Seminar & Appreciation Day  

Naval Base Kitsap/ Naval Station Bremerton 

90 Olding Road  

Saturday, May 11, 2019 - 9 a.m. Jackson Park Community 

Center  

POC: (360) 396-1768 Email: britt.feldman@navy.mil 

https://mypay.dfas.mil
http://www.youtube.com/user/DFAS
mailto:askmncc@navy.mil
mailto:askmncc@navy.mil
mailto:britt.feldman@navy.mil
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 Warriors' Circle of Honor Memorial  
 

 

 

►  To Open on Washington Mall Next Year  

  

A $15 million memorial will open next year in Washington to 

honor Native American military service members and veterans, 

more than two decades after planning began. The steel and 

stone structure, called the "Warriors' Circle of Honor," will be 

built outside the Smithsonian's National Museum of the Ameri-

can Indian on the Mall. The memorial will honor the more than 

156,000 active military service members and veterans who are 

Native Americans and Alaska Natives. Plans for a memorial to 

Native American service members have been in the works for 

years and design details are still being finalized.  

      There are approximately 140,000 Native American or Alas-

kan veterans.  These veterans are drawn from the 573 federally 

recognized tribes, who contributed, in the 20th Century, to the 

military at a higher per capita rate than any other demographic 

group. Congress approved the construction of a monument in 

1994 but only permitted fundraising to start in 2013.  In 2015, 

an advisory committee began the onerous job of traveling all 

over America to consult with veterans and tribal leaders about 

the design’s guiding principles as the monument needed to 

honor all tribes and their traditions. The design had to ensure 

that the memorial recognized the sacrifices made by Native 

American soldiers, had elements of spirituality included and 

provided a place for people to heal.  

      Late in January 2018, the committee had selected Harvey 

Pratt, a member of the Arapaho and Southern Cheyenne tribes. 

To desin the memorial. The project will start with the first sod 

being turned on the 21st September 2019. It has an initial budg-

et of $8 million and is due for completion in late 2020.  The 

judging panel noted that the design met every one of their di-

rectives and they described Pratt’s design as “culturally reso-

lute and spiritually engaging.”  Special mention was made of 

the central steel ring saying that it is “a universal and inclu-

sive” symbol.  

 

      Pratt described the use of the ring, the drum, the eternal 

flame and the water as his means of ensuring the monument 

was representative of all Native American veterans, from Alas-

kan Natives through all the Native American peoples, from 

mainland USA through to the Hawaiian natives. These attrib-

utes are common to all ancient cultures and are used in all Na-

tive American ceremonies.  The metal ring is intended to repre-

sent time and its infinity and transcends all tribal affiliations. A 

groundbreaking ceremony is set for September, followed by a 

dedication on Veterans Day in November 2020, when the me-

morial will open to the public.  [Source:  NCOAdvocate | 

 

The link below will take you to our Flickr page where 

you will find the photos and can download any or all 

that you wish. 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/114229576@N07/

sets/72157704869224232 

 

Keyport Museum’s National Vietnam 

War Veterans Day Commemoration  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/114229576@N07/sets/72157704869224232
https://www.flickr.com/photos/114229576@N07/sets/72157704869224232
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Blueback Base Annual Picnic 

Champoeg State Park                          

Saturday—August 10, 2019 

Travelling Dolphins—Stolen Again! 

Hello Shipmates, 

 

The Blueback Base would like to invite you and your mem-

bers to our annual Picnic. We have reserved a Pavilion at 

Champoeg State Park for Saturday, August 10, 2019. All 

Washington and Oregon Bases are invited to attend, the area 

has a lot to offer so please consider on attending and meeting 

new shipmates or seeing old ones. The Picnic will start at 

1100 we will have pulled pork and corn on the cobb with 

members bringing a dish to pass if they are able. If you 

would like you are also welcome to bring store items to sell 

to other members. So bring your cash.  

 

Champoeg State Heritage Park  

8239 Champoeg Rd. NE 

St. Paul, Or 97137 

Oak #4 Picnic Area 

 

Non-campers will have to purchase a Day Use Pass for $5.00 

and display it in their vehicle. The pass may be purchased at 

the information center at the Park entrance. If camping, camp 

receipt acts as the Day Use Pass. 

 

If camping, RV'ers may make their own camping reserva-

tions. If you wish to stay at the campground. It is advised to 

make your reservations Now as they fill up very fast. You 

can call You can reserve by calling 1-800-452-5687, Mon-

Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m., or go online. 

 

If not camping but wish to stay more than the day, hotel/

motel facilities are available in Woodburn (OUTLET 

MALLs) or in Newburg (about 11 miles from the Park). 

 

If you have any further questions or suggestions please let 

me know. If you are planning on attending please R.S.V.P. 

by July 15, 2019 so we can get a head count.  

 

Best regards,  

 

Bill Long 

Base Commander 

USSVI Blueback Base 

Ph. 503-939-4134 

 

Commander Bill Long and his pirates from the Blueback Base 

visited the Bremerton Base on Saturday, 20 April and stole the 

Travelling Dolphins again. Bremerton Base has an opportunity 

to retrieve them during the Blueback Base Annual Picnic  (see 

previous article).  

L-R Dave Vrooman, Pat Dilley, Bill Long,  Steve Corcoran, and 

Alan Brodie 

Broach or Broaching the Boat - Sticking the sail of the 

submarine out of the water...a cardinal sin for a Diving Of-

ficer when underway. This is typically only intentionally 

done when preparing to surface so any other infraction 

(broach) while submerged could result in the submarine be-

ing detected. 

https://oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm?do=parkPage.dsp_parkPage&parkId=79
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Soup Down National Chaplain Change 

Bulls*it flag – An imaginary flag that someone “raises” 

when they believe that what someone is telling them is 

pure and utter bulls*it. They will call out “I am raising 

the bulls*it flag on that one” or in some cases sailors ac-

tually carry around a rag that they will throw on the 

ground as their bulls*it flag. 

By Don ”Red” Bassler 

When one heard over the 1MC, the call for, “Soup down” 

he knew it was an invitation to a bit of good taste and re-

laxation.  

 

Bremerton Base weekly Friday Soup Downs were intro-

duced as informal luncheons at various local restaurants in 

the early1990’s. It not only brought members together for 

comradery, but restaurants were asked to make a monetary 

donation, or a gift certificate for prizes for the base raffle 

for the Lt William “Willie” Spoon Scholarship fund.  Ini-

tially, male members attended but in recent times, wives or 

other females were also welcomed.  As many as 20+ folks 

have attended, but as few as 3 have been in attendance. 

In recent times, most attendees are retired members and 

better halves. About 8 to 12 are attending regularly.  It 

provides them with social activity, and gets them out of 

the house at least once a week for a prepared meal. 

Once a year, a review of restaurants that have made contri-

butions is conducted.  Currently the base has 26 establish-

ments on the list which lets us to visit them twice a year. 

The schedule is shown on base calendar linked to the 

Front Page of Gertrude Check and in the Puget Soundings 

Newsletter. (Suggest if you go to a restaurant you like, and 

get a gift certificate, we will put them on the list, and all of 

us will be happy; Scholarship fund, restaurants and at-

tendees.) 

Please consider joining us! 

 

 

 

12 April 2019 

 

Shipmates, 

National Chaplain Bill (Butter Bean) Dixon has asked to be 

relieved as our National Chaplain due to the concentrated 

effort needed to recover from his massive heart attack. Bill 

has not come back as quickly or easily as he had previously 

anticipated. 

After talking with recommended replacements and consult-

ing with previous National Chaplains, I ask the National 

Board of Directors to approve the appointment of Requin 

Base member Carsten (Carl) Stigers as the new USSVI Na-

tional Chaplain. I am pleased to report the National BOD’s 

followed up with a unanimously approval to my request. 

Carsen (Carl) Stigers is now officially the USSVI National 

Chaplain. His contact information is: 

 

Carsten (Carl) Stigers.  

1111 Peermont Ave 

Pittsburgh  PA   15216-2213 

412-995-8028 (Cell) 

carstenstigers@verizon.net 

Please give Carl a warm welcome and with every opportuni-

ty thank Bill Dixon for his stewardship of this position over 

the last 4+ years and wish him Gods speed on his recovery. 

  

All the Best, 

Wayne Standerfer 

NC 

http://www.gertrude-check.org/
http://gertrude-check.org/archives/ps/2019%20Jan-Mar.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/archives/ps/2019%20Jan-Mar.pdf
https://maritime.org/doc/pdf/subcusine.pdf
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Blue Water Agent Orange Exposure  

Base Float—USS Bonefish 

It’s Parade Season Again! 

WASHINGTON — The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States is saluting Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert 

Wilkie for saying during congressional testimony yesterday 

that he would recommend the Justice Department not contest a 

recent federal court ruling that will benefit some 90,000 so-

called Blue Water Navy veterans. His support to move forward 

potentially paves the way for the return of earned disability 

benefits that regulatory changes arbitrarily stripped away in 

2002. 

 In Procopio v. Wilkie, Secretary Wilkie was sued by Navy 

veteran Alfred Procopio Jr., who was denied service connec-

tion for prostate cancer and diabetes mellitus because he never 

stepped foot on dry land or served within Vietnam’s inland 

waterways. Procopio, a life member of VFW Post 6587 in 

Spring Lake Park, Minn., was assigned aboard the aircraft 

carrier USS Intrepid, which was stationed inside Vietnam’s 12

-mile territorial waters. Both of his illnesses are listed among 

the VA’s 14 presumptive diseases associated with exposure to 

Agent Orange. 

 The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit focused on 

the intent of the 1991 Agent Orange Act, which was to grant a 

presumption of service connection for certain diseases to vet-

erans who “served in the Republic of Vietnam.” At issue was 

whether service within territorial waters constituted service “in 

the Republic of Vietnam.” By a 9-2 decision, the Appeals 

Court ruled it did. 

 “The VFW salutes Secretary Wilkie for his support to move 

forward and take care of this group of forgotten Vietnam vet-

erans,” said VFW National Commander B.J. Lawrence. “We 

also support his recommendation that some type of historical 

research division be  within the Department of the Navy to 

ensure that all such ships are fully accounted for in the VA’s 

list of exposed ships,” he said. “After a half-century, we need 

to get this done to reinforce to tens of thousands of Vietnam 

veterans that our nation is willing to provide them the care and 

benefits they have earned and deserve, and we urge Congress 

to pass H.R. 299, the Blue Water Veterans Act of 2019, to 

ensure the VA can never again arbitrarily strip veterans of 

their earned benefits.” 

This article lists (highlighted) connections for the 14 diseases 

presumptive to exposure to Agent Orange and the list of ships 

provided to the VA by the Navy and Coast Guard which have 

been approved as being exposed to Agent Orange for their 

operations within 12 miles of the Vietnam shore. 

There are currently no submarines on this list, so submission 

of a claim for one of the presumptive diseases by a submariner 

will have to be submitted by the VA  to the respective service 

and added to the approved list of ships included in the Vi-

etnam exposure areas by that service. This review could 

take some time to review the ships deck logs and other 

information used to show that your ship was within the 12 

mile limit of Vietnam. But, it all starts with the claim sub-

mission so if you know you were on a submarine that fits 

the requirements to be included on the list of approved 

ships then please submit your claim to get the process 

started. 

 

Submitted by John Dudas USSVI VSO 

From a VFW news update 

http://www.subsowespac.org/world_war_ii_submarines/uss_bonefish_ss_223.shtml
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 Boat Flicks – Number 1  

 

 

by Dave Bowman 

I guess it’s only natural that I love a good Submarine flick.  

I was one of those sub sailors that qualified in the early 80’s. 

On our submarine, we had both a 16mm movie projector 

AND a VCR. It was a Beta machine provided by the Navy, 

soon replaced by a $500 VHS machine that the MWR com-

mittee bought over the strenuous objections of the COB.  

In those days, the VCR tapes were bigger and not quite as 

ubiquitous as a DVD is these days, so while we had more 

tapes than 16mm films, there still wasn’t a great section. 

Many of them were also films that had bombed in the thea-

ters, as those tapes tended to be cheaper than dirt. Some 

were better than others, but most were forgettable.  

Almost none of them were about submarines, other than the 

James Bond films (16mm) that had a few boats here and 

there. For some reason we didn’t have a lot of war flicks, 

and as private VHS tapes became more available, we spent 

more time watching those than anything else.  

But through the years I have come to love the Submarine 

genre and watched more than my fair share of submarine 

films.  

Some are great. Most are mediocre, and some are… well… 

worth at least three punches on your Hacker card. But if I 

had to choose my Top 5 Submarine films, it still wouldn’t be 

an easy task. I’ve had a bit too much rack time, the coffee is 

strong and I’ve got some free time. So I started thinking 

about my list.  

We’ll start this episode with my #5 All-Time Submarine 

Flick: 

5 – Hell Below (1933) 

This surprising little classic, based on Edward Ellsberg’s* 

book, “Pigboats,” is more about honor, duty and leadership 

than anything else. The fictional story is set aboard and 

around an S Class boat (played by S-31) serving in World 

War I. Robert Montgomery is the lead, falling in love with 

his Captains (Walter Huston) daughter while on liberty in 

Italy, who is, naturally, already married. 

The action gets intense as the boat goes on a couple of haz-

ardous missions that end up with crew members being killed 

and damage being done. The ship fights hard and the crew 

plays hard. This includes an incredible fight while on liberty 

between the ships cook, “Ptomaine,” (Jimmy Durante) and 

an Australian native. Believe me, that scene alone is worth 

the price of admission! 

In the end, the standard themes of a submarine film – A mor-

al conundrum, a major decision to be made and a technologi-

cal problem – have all been overcome and honor has been 

restored. Well… except for Ptomaine, who still lost his fight.  

To a kangaroo. 

The action is surprisingly intense, mainly because the setting 

– World War I in the Adriatic Sea – is unfamiliar to most of 

us. And while the story is fiction (US Boats didn’t serve in 

the Mediterranean in WWI), it does reflect the savagery with 

which the First World War at sea was fought.  

I found that I was drawn into the story, even with its 

“standard” plot of a love interest, a Captain-subordinate con-

flict and a world full of events overtaking everyone. The 

characters are believable and relatable, and particular atten-

tion is paid to the crew members, not just the leads. As we 

know, submariners are a strange lot, and the film does a 

great job of showing the crew not just as minions for the 

Captain and the XO, but as real men who share in the dan-

gers and the adventure.  

Hell Below (1933) is well worth the time to watch. Usually 

you can catch it on Turner Classic Movies, which means it’s 

commercial free, in case you want to DVR the film. While it 

is not available in distribution, TCM shows it usually twice a 

year, so pay attention and don’t blink or you’ll miss it! 

And you don’t want to miss this one.  

Next time, we’ll take a run up under the ice and look at my 

#4 Boat Flick…  

Know a good “Boat Flick” that you really love? Drop me an 

eMail at dave@slipperyfish.com and let me know about it. 

 

*Rear Admiral Ellsberg was a prolific writer and a well-

known Marine Salvage expert. He was responsible for rais-

ing the S-51 and was well familiar with submarines.  

 

mailto:dave@slipperyfish.com
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The Navy's most expensive shipbuilding program and the 

key to the country's nuclear triad is under increasing pres-

sure to keep to its tight schedule, and hit its budget.  

 

By PAUL MCLEARY on April 08, 2019 at 4:18 PM 

WASHINGTON: The Navy’s cost and labor estimates for its 

highest priority — and most expensive — shipbuilding pro-

gram are “unrealistic,” “not reliable,” and “overly optimistic,” 

according to a new Government Accountability Office report 

released Monday. 

 

Current Navy plans call for construction on the first of 12 Co-

lumbia-class nuclear-armed submarines to begin in 2021, with 

an overall price tag of $128 billion. But the GAO’s latest audit 

of the program found that the Navy both failed to account for 

typical shipbuilding cost increases, and the complexity of actu-

al “hands-on” labor hours it will take to build the boats. 

 

The result is that the Navy will likely have to ask Congress for 

billions more over the next several budgets to keep work mov-

ing along on what is already a tight schedule to get the boats in 

the water to make up for the retirement of Ohio-class subs over 

the next decade-plus. 

 

“Without an updated cost estimate with more realistic assump-

tions, Congress will be asked to commit billions of dollars for 

the lead submarine without knowing the full potential cost of 

construction and the possible effect on other shipbuilding pro-

grams,” the report said. 

 

 

 

GAO didn’t venture its own estimate, but it cited a study by its 

sister agency, the Congressional Budget Office, that 

the Columbia program might cost almost $145 billion — 13 

percent above the Navy figure. 

 

Typically, shipbuilding programs experience a whopping 27 

percent cost growth during the lie of their new builds, the GAO 

points out, which would add billions to the Columbia’s overall 

cost. That historical increase was not factored into the Navy’s 

plans. 

 

Already, a problem with the welding on its missile launch 

tubes that was discovered early on has cost contractor BWX 

some $27 million to repair, but Navy officials insist that the 

problem won’t push back the delivery schedule for the first 

boat. 

 

The first of the 12 Columbia subs is scheduled to enter service 

in 2031, and the class will eventually carry a staggering 70 

percent of the country’s nuclear arsenal within their hulls. 

That capability makes the Columbia the key to the nation’s 

nuclear triad, and absolutely critical to the Pentagon’s overall 

nuclear and national security strategy for decades to come. And 

the boats need to be in the water by time Ohio-class subs are 

retired, which will already lead to a dip in the number of nucle-

ar-capable boats in the water. 

 

 

 

See Columbia Cost, Page 13 

 

 

 

GAO: Navy “Overly Optimistic” On   

Columbia Sub Costs  

USS Colorado, A Virginia-class submarine, in production 

A Navy depiction of the future USS Columbia nuclear missile 

submarine (SSBN 826) 

https://breakingdefense.com/author/paulmccleary/
https://breakingdefense.com/tag/columbia-class-submarine/
https://breakingdefense.com/tag/columbia-class-submarine/
https://breakingdefense.com/tag/columbia-class-submarine/
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-19-497
https://breakingdefense.com/2018/11/navy-rushes-to-check-contractors-after-submarine-debacle/
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/
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Continued from Page 12 

 

In a sign of the urgency of the program, the Navy stood up a 

program office for the Columbia, a rare move for a program 

that hasn’t started construction yet. 

 

The Navy’s acquisition and research chief, James Geurts,  told 

reporters last month that he wanted to get ahead of any more 

hiccups. “I did not want to wait for crisis. I wanted to ensure 

we were proactively working the program,” he said. 

With a build schedule with little room for error, the Columbia 

has “a lot of challenges ahead,” he added, but with a full PEO 

shop managing issues, he thinks any problems will be stamped 

out quickly. 

 

The GAO, however, questioned the Navy’s figures, including 

estimates for how many hours of labor will be needed to build 

the boats. 

 

The Navy anticipates that it will take about 12 million labor 

hours to build the lead submarine. But “this represents 17 per-

cent fewer labor hours than what was needed for the lead Vir-

ginia class submarine, when adjusted for weight differences,” 

the government auditors point out. Therefore, “the touch labor 

hour estimate is overly optimistic—with assumptions on con-

struction efficiencies that are either unsubstantiated or unprece-

dented compared to Virginia class and other shipbuilding his-

torical data.”  

 

 

 

 

 

In a letter dated Feb. 1, Kevin Fahey, the Pentagon’s assistant 

secretary of defense for acquisition, wrote in response to the 

GAO that the Navy’s cost estimate for the Columbia will be 

updated in 2019. He also said that the Navy disagrees that la-

bor and cost estimates are faulty, but instead, the “supplier base 

remains the highest risk to construction readiness” and the Na-

vy is investing in supporting the industrial base in order to 

shore up some of those risks before they impact the program. 

 

https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-

optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/  

 

 

GAO: Navy “Overly Optimistic” On   

Columbia Sub Costs  

SOURCE: GAO 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 – to Sunday, June 16, 2019 

(registration due 12 May 2019)  

 

Reunion Central  

Reunion Schedule & Costs http://usswillrogers.com/reunion

-central/  

 

Registration  

http://usswillrogers.com/reunion-central/register/    

 

Book your group rate at Marriot Tulsa Hotel Southern Hills 

1902 East 71st Street Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-

link.mi?id=1548345144964&key=GRP&app=resvlink  

 

USS Will Rogers SSBN 659 Veterans 
Association, Inc. 2019 Reunion  

Bilge Pickers – A long thin tool used to pick items out of out-of-reach areas. 

https://breakingdefense.com/2019/03/navy-stands-up-columbia-submarine-office-key-to-nuclear-triad/
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/
https://breakingdefense.com/2019/04/gao-navy-overly-optimistic-on-columbia-sub-costs/
Reunion%20Schedule%20&%20Costs%20http:/usswillrogers.com/reunion-central/
https://usswillrogers.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b0be3ea8a00ed8f8b9bd1aad&id=a6518d8318&e=59856a7e96
http://usswillrogers.com/reunion-central/
http://usswillrogers.com/reunion-central/
http://usswillrogers.com/reunion-central/register/
http://usswillrogers.com/reunion-central/register/
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1548345144964&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1548345144964&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1548345144964&key=GRP&app=resvlink
http://usswillrogers.com/
http://usswillrogers.com/
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Become Part of U.S. Submarine History! 

 

Find Your Brick     

Brick Donation Application   

On Deck Locator  

 

Don Bassler 

Deterrent Park Engraved Brick Administrator  

1-360-602-0250 up-scope@wavecable.com     

Ron Lewis: Deterrent Park Brick Installer    

http://deterrentpark.org  

 

USSVI Memorials—Deterrent Park 

 

The Bremerton Base United Submarine Veter-

ans is concerned that the educational potential 

for their dependent sons, daughters and grand-

children may not be realized due to financial 

constraints. The membership believes that all 

young people who are academically qualified for admittance to 

an accredited college or vocational school should have the fi-

nancial means to enable them to attend a school of higher edu-

cation that will allow them to attain their goals. 

 

This year the board has approved to provide five, $1000 schol-

arships to children or grandchildren of qualified Submariners. 

The 2019 scholarship applications are available from local high 

school senior class counselors, the main USSVI office or from 

the scholarship chairman Wayne Sieckowski 

(wsieckowski@gmail.com). Many of the local high school 

senior class counselors have sent thank you notes thanking us 

for supporting local students.  

Lt. William “Willie” Spoon 

Memorial Scholarship 

  

Address: 

USS Batfish (SS-310) 

Muskogee War Memorial Park 

3500 Batfish Road 

P.O. Box 253 

Muskogee, OK 74402 

(918) 682-6294 

E-mail: ussbatfish@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.warmemorialpark.org 

Latitude: 35.7944510192, Longitude: -95.310973995 

Google Maps, Microsoft Bing, Yahoo Maps, Mapquest 

 

USS Batfish earned nine battle stars for her World War II ser-

vice in the Pacific. She sank 14 ships and damaged three others 

during her seven war patrols. Over a period of four days in Feb-

ruary 1945, she sank three Japanese submarines. For this feat, 

the “sub killer” was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. Her 

other WW II exploits included blasting a grounded destroyer, 

bombarding a Japanese village, and rescuing downed aviators. 

Decommissioned shortly after WW II, Batfish was recommis-

sioned at Mare Island Navy Yard on March 7, 1952, as the Ko-

rean War intensified. At her new home port of Key West, her 

primary duties involved training operations in the Caribbean 

and along the Atlantic seaboard. She was decommissioned Au-

gust 4, 1958. A year later she was towed to New Orleans for 

use as a moored naval reserve training vessel until stricken 

from the Navy list in 1969. 

In February 1972, Batfish was transferred to the Oklahoma 

Maritime Advisory Board and towed up the Arkansas river to 

Muskogee. There, she was placed in a dry berth and opened to 

the public as a memorial to Oklahoma combat submariners. 

The park is open from March through October. 

https://www.hnsa.org/hnsa-ships/uss-batfish-ss-310/  

Historical Naval Ships Association  

USS Batfish (SS-310) 

http://deterrentpark.org/bricklocator.pdf
http://deterrentpark.org./brickap.htm
http://deterrentpark.org/ondecklocator.pdf
mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
mailto:wsieckowski@gmail.com
http://www.ussbatfish.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?t=h&z=18&q=HNSA,%20Batfish@35.7944510192,-95.310973995
http://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?v=2&lvl=17&style=h&cp=35.7944510192%7E-95.310973995&sp=point.35.7944510192_-95.310973995_Batfish
http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=h&mag=1&lat=35.7944510192&lon=-95.310973995
http://www.mapquest.com/?q=35.7944510192,-95.310973995%28Batfish%29&zoom=10&maptype=hybrid
https://www.hnsa.org/hnsa-ships/uss-batfish-ss-310/
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Regulus missile submarines were a group of submarines 

operated by the United States Navy (US Navy) capable of 

carrying the Regulus cruise missile. Between 1959 and 1964, 

a total of five boats were used to undertake the first submarine

-based nuclear deterrent patrols by the United States. Regulus 

submarines were used for this task until 1964, when sufficient 

ballistic missile submarines carrying the Polaris ballistic mis-

sile became available. 

 

In May 1947, the United States Army (US Army) awarded a 

contract for the development of a guided cruise missile, the 

MGM-1 Matador. The US Navy saw this as a threat to its role 

in the operation of guided missiles, and launched its own de-

velopment program for a turbojet powered missile, which it 

called Regulus. In August 1947, specifications for the Regu-

lus project were issued:[1]  

Be capable of carrying a 3,000 lb (1,400 kg) warhead 

Have a range of 500 mi (430 nmi; 800 km) 

Have a maximum speed of Mach 0.85 

A CEP of 0.5% of the maximum range 

The Navy had been experimenting with guided missiles since 

1945, using the JB-2 Loon, an American copy of the German 

V-1. In 1947, a pair of Balao-class submarines, 

USS Carbonero and USS Cusk, were converted to allow oper-

ation of the JB-2, and a test program of submarine launches of 

the weapon began which ran until 1953.[2] 

The Regulus missile itself was 30 ft (9.1 m) long, 4 ft (1.2 m) 

in diameter, had a wingspan of 10 ft (3.0 m), and weighed 

between 10,000 and 12,000lb (4,500 and 5,400 kg).[1] Guid-

ance was provided by remote control, with at least two control 

stations required for operation of the weapon, which could be 

installed on submarines, ships or chase aircraft.[3] The first 

Regulus launch took place in March 1951, using a specially 

converted test missile fitted with an undercarriage to allow for 

easy recovery.[4] At the same time, the Navy began considera-

tion of the use of submarines armed with cruise missiles, and 

in 1953 recommissioned a World War II vintage Gato-class 

submarine, USS Tunny, for conversion into its first cruise 

missile submarine.[5] Tunny was initially employed as a more 

advanced testbed for the use of cruise missiles from subma-

rines than the previous boats, Carbonero and Cusk, as she was 

fitted with a specially designed missile hangar located aft of 

her sail. This pressurised, watertight installation allowed Tun-

ny to be able to submerge with the missiles on board, and was 

connected via an access trunk to the boat itself, allowing the 

missiles to be prepared while the submarine was still under 

water.[6] 

Following her conversion, Tunny began a test program, which 

saw the first Regulus launch from a submarine take place on 

15 July 1953.[7] At the time, Tunny had not had the missile 

guidance system installed, which meant she had to operate in 

conjunction with a ship or submarine capable of controlling 

the missile once it had been launched; the installation of the 

guidance equipment was undertaken in early 1954, following 

which Tunny was capable of independent operations with the 

Regulus. At this point, the boat began being used to develop 

and trial the operational use of Regulus.[7] At the same time, 

plans began for the conversion of a second submarine, 

USS Barbero, for the carriage of the missile. Barbero was 

chosen as she had already undergone a conversion to a cargo-

carrying vessel, and thus did not require major modifications 

to install the missile hangar or equipment.[8] Barbero was 

commissioned following her conversion in October 1955 and, 

following sea trials, entered operational testing alongside Tun-

ny, conducting her first Regulus launch in March 1956.[8] 

At the time that Regulus began development, the US Navy 

was looking for ways that it could deliver nuclear weapons 

using its own resources. In the late 1940s, the Navy had 

planned a class of supercarriers, with the first ordered as 

USS United States. These ships would be large enough to 

carry strategic bombers of the size required to carry the nucle-

ar weapons of the time, the specification of which crystallised 

into the Douglas A-3 Skywarrior. However, the difficulty in 

designing carrier-based aircraft of the required size to carry 

nuclear weapons, but capable of operating from the deck of a 

carrier, which became more of an issue when United States 

was cancelled, led to the Navy looking at other options for 

nuclear weapons delivery, and focusing on the concept of 

submarine launched nuclear missiles, with Regulus a prime 

candidate.[1] The missile was designed to be able to accommo-

date the W5 nuclear warhead, before it underwent a redesign 

to allow carriage of the W27 thermonuclear warhead.[9]  

 

See The  Regulus Program, Page 16 

 

The Regulus Program 
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The capability of submarines to carry nuclear weapons was 

seen as significant, as it was possible for submarines to re-

main undetected on station, with the threat of nuclear retalia-

tion. potentially ever present. without their presence being 

known. So, in 1953, the US Navy, with the success of the test 

programme conducted using Tunny and Barbero, ordered a 

pair of larger missile submarines capable of carrying twice the 

number of missiles each. Originally planned as sisters to the 

attack submarine USS Darter, the two boats, Grayback and 

Growler, were converted while under construction through 

the addition of a section containing the missile hangar onto 

the bow (as opposed to an external installation in the original 

Regulus boats).[10] 

In addition to their being built to accommodate an increased 

number of missiles over Tunny and Barbero, the Grayback-

class boats were also designed to be able to test what was in-

tended as the second generation cruise missile, which was 

being developed under the name Regulus II. The rationale for 

the development of a new missile came from the limitations 

of the original Regulus - subsonic speed, low range, and the 

remote control guidance system, which meant that the missile 

had to stay within range either of its launch vessel, or a plat-

form containing the remote control installation. So, the US 

Navy ordered the development of a new missile system that 

eliminated these issues. Regulus II had a range of 1,000 mi 

(870 nmi; 1,600 km), could fly at Mach 2, and was equipped 

with its own inertial navigation system that required no input 

either from the vessel that had launched it, or any other ves-

sels or aircraft en route to its target. The size of the missile 

meant that the new submarines could only carry a pair of Reg-

ulus II missiles each, as opposed to four of the original Regu-

lus airframes. In September 1958, six months after commis-

sioning, Grayback conducted the first successful launch of a 

Regulus II from a submarine.[11] 

However, in spite of the success of the Regulus II test pro-

gram, the disadvantages of cruise missiles were becoming 

evident, particularly as the project to develop a submarine 

launched ballistic missile, which had begun in the mid 1950s, 

was achieving success with the Polaris missile. As a conse-

quence, the US Navy elected to end the development of nucle-

ar armed cruise missiles for use on submarines, and cancelled 

Regulus II at the end of 1958.[12]  

A further submarine designed to accommodate Regulus, 

USS Halibut, was laid down in 1957. Halibut was originally 

designed as a diesel-electric boat, but during the design stage, 

this was changed to a nuclear propulsion system. Designed 

from the start to operate cruise missiles, Halibut had a refined 

hangar design compared to that of the Grayback-class. Hali-

but was also planned as a platform for the Regulus II, but this 

was cancelled just over two weeks prior to the boat entering 

service.[13] When Halibut eventually entered service, she was 

capable of carrying up to five Regulus missiles, and under-

took the first launch of a guided missile from a nuclear sub-

marine during her initial shakedown cruise in March 1960.[14] 

 

In 1956, while the test program was still under way, the US 

Navy instituted a policy of keeping one of its then existing 

cruise missile submarines in each ocean. Tunny was deployed 

to the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, while Barbero was sent to 

the Atlantic Fleet home-ported at Norfolk.[15] As part of the 

testing phase, both boats undertook the first submarine based 

nuclear deterrent patrols. Subsequently, with the ramping up 

of the nuclear arms race between the United States and the 

Soviet Union that came following both superpowers success-

fully launching SLBMs, in 1958 Barbero was moved back to 

the Pacific to join Tunny, and the newly commissioned Gray-

back and Growler, to form Submarine Squadron One. This 

formed a major part of the US Navy's contribution to the na-

tion's overall strategic deterrent, with the policy to continually 

have a minimum of four Regulus missiles at sea in the West-

ern Pacific at all times.[16] 

Following the constitution of Squadron 1, Tunny departed on 

the first operational deterrent patrol on 23 October 1959.[17] 

Halibut meanwhile joined the Pacific Fleet in November 

1960, becoming the fifth and final Regulus submarine to serve 

in the US Navy. The policy of keeping four missiles at sea at 

all times meant that Grayback, Growler and Halibut could 

undertake Western Pacific cruises alone, while Tunny and 

Barbero, both only capable of accommodating a pair of mis-

siles, had to be at sea simultaneously.[16] The system was 

found to have significant limitations, not just concerning those 

inherent in the Regulus missile itself. In order to launch a mis-

sile, the submarine was forced to surface and have a missile 

removed from the hangar to be loaded onto the launcher. This 

operation was undertaken manually on the two smallest boats, 

was partly automated on the second two, and fully automated 

on Halibut, but still took approximately 15 minutes to com-

plete,[18] during which time the submarine was on the surface 

and potentially vulnerable to air and sea attack. Once the mis-

sile was launched, the submarine was able to dive, but had to 

remain at periscope depth in order for the remote control sys-

tem to operate and guide the missile to its target.  

 

See The  Regulus Program, Page 17 
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Additionally, although the nuclear-powered Halibut was able 

to maintain station constantly for the duration of her cruise, 

the four diesel-powered boats needed to make refuelling stop-

overs during the periods that they were at sea, in order to 

maximise their time on station - these stops would usually 

take place either in Adak in Alaska, or at Midway Island.[4] 

Nevertheless, between October 1959 and July 1964, when 

Halibut returned to Hawaii following its final patrol, the Reg-

ulus force had maintained at least one submarine constantly 

on station in the Western Pacific in the strategic deterrent 

role . 

 

Regulus II had been cancelled as the limitations of using 

cruise missiles became more apparent. The US Navy had 

therefore elected to alter the thinking behind the deployment 

of submarine-based nuclear weapons to ballistic missiles. The 

Navy's ballistic missile program had begun in 1955 when it 

was instructed to develop the Jupiter IRBM for use at sea. 

However, at a conference on nuclear weapons development in 

1956, it was announced that the technology to create a light-

weight thermonuclear warhead would be available by the end 

of the 1950s, which led to the eventual development of the 

SLBM in the form of Polaris.[19] In 1957, the attack submarine 

USS Scorpion, then under construction, was selected for con-

version to the US Navy's first ballistic missile submarine. This 

was accomplished by inserting an additional 130 ft (40 m) 

section containing a compartment capable of holding up to 16 

Polaris missiles. The new boat, renamed as USS George 

Washington, entered service in December 1959 as part of the 

Atlantic Fleet, and departed on her first deterrent patrol in 

November 1960.[20] The Regulus submarines retained respon-

sibility for the strategic deterrent in the Pacific until the estab-

lishment of Submarine Squadron Fifteen in September 1963, 

which was formed as the command organisation for the first 

ballistic missile submarines intended to be stationed in the 

Pacific. In April 1964, USS Daniel Boone was commissioned, 

arriving at Pearl Harbor the following month.[21] Daniel 

Boone was followed into service over the next four months by 

Tecumseh, Ulysses S. Grant and Stonewall Jackson. These 

four boats formed the core of the planned Pacific ballistic 

missile deterrent force. At the same time as Squadron 15 be-

gan working up, Squadron 1 began a draw down - Tunny and 

Barbero completed their final patrols in March and April 

1964, while on 7 May Halibut sailed from Pearl Harbor on the 

last Regulus missile deterrent patrol. Two and a half months 

later, on 21 July 1964, Halibut put in for the last time as a 

nuclear deterrent boat.[17] Over the course of the five years of  

use of Regulus as part of the strategic nuclear deterrent, the 

five boats conducted a total of 41 patrols.[22] 

 

 

USS Tunny (SSG-282) 

Tunny was originally commissioned in September 1942 as a 

fleet submarine, and undertook a total of nine wartime patrols 

in the Pacific during the Second World War before being de-

commissioned in December 1945. The boat was recommis-

sioned into reserve in February 1952 as a stand-by for service 

during the Korean War, before decommissioning again in 

April. Tunny returned to service for a third time in March 

1953 for conversion into a guided missile submarine, to be 

fitted with the missile hangar and launcher for Regulus. From 

1953 to 1957, the boat was stationed at Port Hueneme as part 

of the Regulus test program, before transferring to Pearl Har-

bor to bring the missile into operational service. Following the 

withdrawal of Regulus, Tunny was converted into a troop-

carrying submarine to conduct special operations off the coast 

of Vietnam. Tunny was decommissioned for the final time in 

June 1969, and was expended as a target in June 1970.[23] 

 

See The  Regulus Program, Page 18 
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Comshaw, cumshaw - something extra or free, given 

as a favor or gift comes from the pigeon expression 

using the Chinese word for grateful, thanks, "kamsia". 
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USS Barbero (SSG-317) 

Barbero was commissioned in April 1944 as a fleet submarine 

and completed two wartime patrols as part of the Pacific Fleet 

before being placed in reserve in April 1946. The boat was 

converted to a cargo submarine and recommissioned in March 

1948, after which she was used in a test program to evaluate 

the capabilities of submarines as cargo carriers. Following the 

end of this test phase, Barbero was decommissioned into re-

serve in June 1950. The boat's cargo conversion made her a 

suitable candidate when the Navy elected to commission a 

second Regulus missile submarine to complement Tunny in 

February 1955. Following recommissioning in October, Bar-

bero was employed alongside Tunny in the Regulus test pro-

gram, being deployed to the Atlantic Fleet in April 1956. She 

was returned to the Pacific as part of the Regulus force at 

Pearl Harbor in July 1959. In 1959, Barbero undertook the 

first instance of "missile mail", when it launched a Regulus 

containing two canisters of mail that had been processed in a 

specially established post office on board.[24] Following the 

end of her service as part of the nuclear deterrent force, Bar-

bero was decommissioned in June 1964, and sunk as a target 

off Hawaii in October 1964.[25] 

 

 

 

 

USS Grayback (SSG-574)  

Grayback was originally commissioned in March 1958, the 

first submarine built to accommodate Regulus. She was used 

for testing of Regulus II in September 1958 before the project 

was cancelled. In February 1959 she was deployed to Pearl 

Harbor to form part of Squadron 1 and undertake strategic 

deterrent patrols, which continued until 1964, following 

which Grayback was decommissioned. In November 1967, a 

new conversion was undertaken to transform the boat into an 

amphibious transport submarine. She was used as a transport 

for SEALs and divers on special operations during and after 

the Vietnam War, before finally being decommissioned in 

January 1984. Grayback was expended as a target in the 

South China Sea in April 1986.[26] 

USS GRAYBACK (SSG/LPSS/SS-574) WEBPAGE  

 

 

 

 

USS Growler (SSG-577) 

Growler was commissioned in August 1958. Undertaking 

extensive sea trials throughout 1959, she arrived at Pearl Har-

bor in September before beginning her first strategic deterrent 

patrol. Following the end of the use of Regulus, Growler was 

decommissioned into reserve in May 1964. Although intended 

to undergo a similar conversion to Grayback to serve as an 

amphibious transport, this was subsequently cancelled.[27] The 

boat was scheduled to be expended as a target, but in 1988 she 

was donated to the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum in New 

York City. Today Growler is on display to the public along-

side the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid.[28] 

Note: Preserved at Intrepid museum in New York City. 

 

See The  Regulus Program, Page 19 
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USS Halibut (SSGN-587) 

Halibut was commissioned in January 1960. Following a 

shakedown and exercises, she deployed to Pearl Harbor in 

November. After the end of her use as a Regulus submarine, 

in February 1965 Halibut underwent an overhaul and was 

redesignated as an attack submarine, operating from Califor-

nia. In 1968 she was taken in for refit and had a significant 

amount of specialised equipment installed to undertake espio-

nage missions against the Soviet Union. These included Oper-

ation Ivy Bells, the mission to wire tap the underwater com-

munications lines between Kamchatka and the Soviet main-

land,[29] and Operation Sand Dollar, which surveyed the 

wreck of the Soviet submarine K-129 prior to the attempt to 

raise it by the CIA.[30] Halibut was decommissioned in June 

1976 and struck from the Naval Vessel Register in April 

1986, before finally being disposed of through the Ship-

Submarine Recycling Program in 1994.[13] 

The strategic deterrent patrols of the Regulus missile boats 

were not initially deemed worthy of this insignia, but this de-

cision was reversed in 2004.  

Refer to the following link for patrols deemed worthy of the 

strategic deterrent pin. 

http://www.alternatewars.com/BBOW/Organization/

Regulus_Deterrent_Patrols.htm  

The Regulus Program 

USS Swordfish began her first war patrol from Manila the day 

after the attack on Pearl Harbor. On December 9 Swordfish’s 

crew attacked their first enemy merchant ship. Having heard 

an explosion, they believed they had sunk it. This was the 

first attack of the war by a U.S. submarine on an enemy mer-

chant ship. 

 

Swordfish’s first confirmed sinking came on December 16th. 

Her crew spotted a merchant convoy and they fired three 

torpe-does at the lead merchant ship, sinking the Atsutasan 

Maru. 

 

Swordfish’s first war patrol, resulting in four freighters sunk 

and a fifth damaged, was a tremendous success, particularly 

in light of the then-unknown Mk14 torpedo problems, the 

general climate of risk aversion among submarine skippers, 

and submarine tactics untested in combat. 

 

During her 12th war patrol, Swordfish was lining up for an 

attack on a guarded convoy. A destroyer became aware of the 

submarine’s presence and rapidly zig-zagged in Swordfish’s 

direction. At a distance of only 1,200 yards, Swordfish fired 

four Mk18 torpedoes at the destroyer and went deep. Two 

torpedoes struck the destroyer Matsukaze, sinking it. 

 

Swordfish went missing during her 13th war patrol. The boat 

received three Navy unit commendations and eight battle 

stars. 

According to JANAC, Swordfish sunk 11 non-combatant ves-

sels, one of which was a converted gunboat, and one combat-

ant vessel, the destroyer Matsukaze, for a total of 47,928 tons. 

Another source claims that Swordfish sunk 18 non-

combatants and the Matsukaze and damaged 10 others for a 

total, sunk or damaged, of 130,362 tons. 

 

This image, taken in 1944, 

was painted on the side of 

the boat’s conning tower. 

The flag shows that 

Swordfish had sunk 20 

merchant vessels and two 

combatant vessels.  

 

https://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/

underseawarfaremagazine/Pages/Museums-Memorials.aspx 

USS Swordfish (SS 193) 
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Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submerg-
ence 

Unit  Citation 

$1—$19.99 $20—$29.99 $30—$49.99 $50—$99.99 $100+ 

C Gross (G) 
Dave Bowman(3) (G) 
Henry Fishel (S) 

B. Whitlow (S) 

Joe Hanisko (S) 

John Hertzberg (S) 

P Christofferson (S) 

John Braasch (S) 

Bob Springer (S) 

Larry Kramer (S) 
Bill Mulvenna (S) 

Tom Lee (S) 

Robert Liland (S) 
Ken LeMay (S) 
James Smith (S) 
Mary Jo Tharp (S) 
Lynch Family (S) 

David Niemy (S) 
Richard Becker (S) 
Joel Waller (S) 
Leo Taflin (S) 
Edward West (S) 
 William Mead (S) 

Donald Sweet (S) 

Craig Cross (s) 

Gary Kaiser (S) 
Mike Sincich (S) 

Earl Henson (S) 
Al Thurlow (S) 

Irv Pierson (S) 

C McGauhey (S) 

Lynne Ryan (S) 
R.  Chwaszczewski (S) 

Jim DeMott (G) 
Dennis Nardone (S) 
L Caretti (S) 

James Foote (S) 
William Longman (S) 

Davud Bowman (G) 

Tom Reed (G) 
Dennis Nardone (G)  
Thomas Reed (G) 

Melvin Cross (S) 

Jeb Stuart (S) 
J Mansfield (S) 
Guy Stitt (S) 
John Clear (2) (S) 
Douglas Anderson (S)  

Paul Christofferson (S) 

Robert Baker (S) 

Garage B&G (S) 

 

General Fund (G) 

Scholarship Fund (S)  

Vent covers – Breaded veal cutlets. 
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USS Pickerel (SS-177)  

Lost on April 3, 1943 with the loss of 

74 officers and men while on her 7th 

war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. 

The exact cause of her loss has never 

been determined, but her OP area 

contained numerous minefields.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pickerel-177-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pickerel-177.htm 

  

 

 

USS Snook (SS-279)  

Lost on April 8, 1945 with the loss of 

88 officers and men while on her 9th 

war patrol. Snook ranks 10th in total 

Japanese tonnage sunk and is tied for 

9th in the number of ships sunk. She 

was lost near Hainan Island, possibly sunk by a Japanese 

submarine.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-snook-279-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-snook-279.htm 

 

 

USS Thresher (SSN-593)  

Lost on April 10, 1963 with the 

loss of 112 crew members and 

17 civilian technicians during 

deep-diving exercises. 15 

minutes after reaching test 

depth, she communicated with 

USS Skylark that she was hav-

ing problems. Skylark heard noises "like air rushing into an 

air tank" - then, silence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) 

subsequently recovered bits of debris, including gloves and 

bits of internal insulation. Photographs taken by Trieste 

proved that the submarine had broken up, taking all hands on 

board to their deaths in 1,400 fathoms of water, some 220 

miles east of Boston. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Thresher_(SSN-593) 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-thresher-593.htm 

 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211)  

Lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss 

of 80 men off Saipan. Winner of 5 

Presidential Unit Citations, Gudgeon 

was on her 12th war patrol and most 

likely due to a combined air and sur-

face antisubmarine attack. Gudgeon 

was the first US submarine to go on 

patrol from Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack. On her 

first patrol, she became the first US submarine to sink an 

enemy warship, picking off the submarine I-173.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-gudgeon-211-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-gudgeon-211.htm 

 

 

USS Grenadier (SS-210)  

Lost on April 22, 1943 near Penang, 

with no immediate loss of life. She was 

on her 6th war patrol. While stalking a 

convoy, she was spotted by a plane and 

dove. While passing 130 feet, the plane 

dropped a bomb causing severe dam-

age. She was lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the crew 

spent hours fighting fires and flooding. When she surfaced, 

she had no propulsion and was attacked by another plane, 

which her crew shot down. But when enemy ships arrived, 

the CO abandoned ship and scuttle the boat. Of the 61 crew 

members taken prisoner, 57 survived the war. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grenadier-210-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grenadier-210.htm 

 

 

USS Lagarto (SS 371) 

Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss 

of 88 men near the Gulf of Siam. 

On her 2nd war patrol, she is be-

lieved to have been lost to a radar 

equipped minelayer. This minelay-

er was sunk by the USS Hawkbill 

two weeks later. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-lagarto-371-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-lagarto-371.htm 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  
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USS Scorpion (SSN 589) 

While returning to Norfolk, VA from 

a Mediterranean deployment, on May 

22, 1968 she reported her position to 

be about 50 miles south of the 

Azores. Scorpion was never heard 

from again. The exact cause of her 

loss has never been determined. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-scorpion-589.htm 

 

USS Squalus (SS 192)  

Lost on May 23, 1939 due to a 

catastrophic valve failure during 

a test dive off the Isle of Shoals. 

Partially flooded, the submarine 

sank to the bottom and came to rest 

keel down in 240 feet of water. Commander Charles Mom-

sen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 

33 survivors use the diving bell he invented. 26 men 

drowned in the after compartments. Later Squalus was 

raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an 

ironic turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carri-

er carrying surviving crew members from Sculpin, which 

had located Squalus in 1939. Only one of survived after 

spending the rest of the war as slave laborers in Japan. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192) 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-squalus-192.htm 

  

USS Herring (SS-233)  

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss 

of 80 men near Matsuwa Island. 

Herring was on her 8th war patrol 

and was conducting a surface at-

tack when a shore battery spotted 

her and made two direct hits on her 

conning tower and causing her loss. Before being sunk, she 

had sank a freighter and a passenger-cargoman. Herring 

was the only US submarine sunk by a land battery.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-herring-233-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-herring-233.htm 

 

USS R-12 (SS-89)  

Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 

42 men near Key West, FL during a 

practice torpedo approach. The cause 

was probably due to flooding through 

a torpedo tube. The CO and two other 

men on the bridge survived, as did 18 crew members on 

liberty at the time of the accident.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-r-12-89-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-r-12-89.htm 

 

 

 

USS Golet (SS-361)  

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 

82 men. On her 2nd war patrol, Golet 

was apparently lost in battle with anti-

submarine forces north of Honshu.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-

golet-361-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-golet-361.htm 

 

 

 

USS Bonefish (SS-223)  

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss 

of 85 men when sunk near Suzu 

Misaki. Winner of 3 Navy Unit Cita-

tions, Bonefish was on her 8th war 

patrol. After sinking a passenger-

cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth 

charge attack.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223-

loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192)
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USS S-27 (SS-132)  

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it ground-

ed off Amchitka Island. She was on the 

surface in poor visibility, charging bat-

teries and drifted into the shoals. When 

she could not be freed and started list-

ing, the captain got the entire crew to shore (400 yards).  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-27-132-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-27-132.htm 

 

 

USS 0-9 (SS-70)  

Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss 

of 34 men when it foundered off 

Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from 

Portsmouth, NH.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

USS_O-9_(SS-70) 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/

uss-o-9-70.htm 

 

 

USS Runner (SS-275)  

Lost between June 26th and July 4th 

1943 with the loss of 78 men. Run-

ner was on her 3rd war patrol proba-

bly due to a mine. Prior to her loss, 

she reported sinking a freighter and 

a passenger-cargoman off the Ku-

riles. This boat's last known ship sunk happened on June 

26th, so she probably hit that mine on or after that date but 

before July 4th, when she was scheduled back at Midway.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-runner-275-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-runner-275.htm  

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

 

Rank/Rate: Chief Gunner's Mate 

Service Number: 291 35 70 

Birth Date: May 20, 1913 

From: San Diego, California 

Decorations: Bronze Star, Purple Heart 

Submarine: USS Runner (SS-275) 

Loss Date: July 11, 1943 

Location: North of Hokkaido, Japan 

Circumstances: Probably sunk by a mine 

Remarks: Glen was born in Madison, Indiana. 

 

Photo and information courtesy of Paul W. Wittmer. 

 

 

http://oneternalpatrol.com/uss-runner-275.htm
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Holland Club 

Cluster F*ck - Refers to when a group performs some task in a severely disorganized manner, usually with poor results. 

May also be used to describe any person or thing that is in a state of general disarray. "That kid is a walking cluster 

f*ck." Can be indicated using the NATO phonetic Charlie Foxtrot for CF. 

USSVI Bremerton Base Holland Club Chairman Dick Litscher (far right) congratulates the following Bremerton Base ship-

mates for their induction into the Holland Club (left to right): Donald Quinn (USS Gurnard SSN 662), Keith Phillipy (USS 

Sargo SSN-583), Gregory T. Lee (USS Sea Owl SS-405), Robert L. Hickman (USS Von Steuben SSBN-632), Charles E. 

Gibbs, Jr. (USS Sea Fox SS-402), and Norman D. Crawford (USS Robert E. Lee SSBN-601). The HOLLAND CLUB is 

named after John P. Holland, designer of the first US Navy submarine.  It is an exclusive group within the US Submarine Veter-

ans organization, where the core requirement for eligibility is the designation “qualified in submarines” for a minimum of fifty 

years.  

HOLLAND CLUB PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, we are gathered here today in accordance with our creed to always remember those who have gone before us. 

We ask you give comfort and guidance to their loved ones. Our purpose here today is to honor our fellow submariners that 

have been qualified 50 years or more. We ask you comfort and guide them in their future activities. We also ask you protect 

and give support to all our active duty men and women that are at sea, under the sea, on land and in the air defending our na-

tion.  

We also pray you comfort those waiting at home, give them comfort encouragement and peace during their waiting hours. 

Bug Juice - Kool-Aid-like beverage in dispensers on the messdecks. Before the turn of the century bug juice was also 

used as a replacement for cleaning agents to clean decks with. Still used for removing corrosion from brass fittings. 
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NDSM NATIONAL DEFENSE SER-

VICE MEDAL 

1990-95 (Persian Gulf War Period) 

Criteria: 120 consecutive days of service 

participating in, or any honorable active 

duty service. 

President Bush issued an Executive Order 

12776 on October 8, 1991 authorizing award of the medal to 

all members of the Reserve forces whether or not on active 

duty during the designated period of the Gulf War. 

 

 

SASM SOUTHWEST ASIA SERVICE 

MEDAL 

1990-95 (Persian Gulf War Period) 

Criteria: Active participation in, or sup-

port of, Operations Desert Shield, De-

sert Storm and/or subsequent follow-on 

operations in southwest Asia. 

Recipients of this medal are usually entitled to the Saudi Ara-

bian Medal for the Liberation of Kuwait and the Emirate of 

Kuwait Medal for the Liberation of Kuwait. 

Awarded to members of the United States Armed Forces who 

participated in, or directly supported, military operations in 

Southwest Asia or in surrounding areas between August 2, 

1990 and November 30, 1995 (Operations Desert Shield, De-

sert Storm and follow-up). The medal was established by an 

executive order signed by President George Bush on March 

15, 1991. 

 

KUWAIT VERSION OF THE KUWAIT 

LIBERATION MEDAL 

1995 

Criteria: Participation in, or support of, 

Operations Desert Shield and/or Desert 

Storm (1990-93) 

Notes: Support must have been performed 

in theater, e.g., Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 

Arabia, Gulf of Oman, etc. 

Established in July, 1994 by the Government of Kuwait for 

members of the United States military who participated in 

Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM. On 

March 16, 1995, the Secretary of Defense authorized the ac-

ceptance and wearing of the Kuwait Liberation Medal 

(Kuwait) by members of the Armed Forces of the United 

States. To be eligible, U.S. military personnel must have 

served in support of Operations DESERT SHIELD and DE-

SERT STORM between August 2, 1990 and August 31, 1993, 

in The Arabian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman, portions of the 

Arabian Sea , The Gulf of Aden or the total land areas of Iraq, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar and the United 

Arab Emirates. The recipient must have been attached to or 

regularly serving for one or more days with an organization 

participating in ground and/or shore operations, aboard a naval 

vessel directly supporting military operations, actually partici-

pating as a crew member in one or more aerial flights directly 

supporting military operations in the areas designated above or 

serving on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 non-

consecutive days during this period. That time limitation may 

be waived for people participating in actual combat opera-

tions. 

 

SAUDI ARABIAN VERSION OF THE 

KUWAIT LIBERATION MEDAL 

1991 

Criteria: Participation in, or support of, Op-

eration Desert Storm (1991 Jan-Feb). 

Notes: Support must have been performed in 

theater, e.g., Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Iraq, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Gulf of Oman, etc. 

Established in 1991 by the Government of Saudi Arabia for 

members of the Coalition Forces who participated in Opera-

tion DESERT STORM and the liberation of Kuwait. In the 

same year, the U.S. Defense Department authorized the ac-

ceptance and wearing of the Kuwait Liberation Medal by 

members of the Armed Forces of the United States. 

 

 

 

Gulf War Medals 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_War
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Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

 

 

 ($40/Brick Donation) 

 http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm  

Brick Locator http://gertrude-check.org/

DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

 

 

 

2019 Session Bill Tracking Veteran / Military related Bills April 29 

 

Bills that impact veterans and their families will be listed below, as well as bills that impact WDVA or our employees.  You can 

find more information on each of these bills, including updated hearing information, by clicking on the bill number below, or by 

visiting www.leg.wa.gov . If you have questions about a particular bill, you can e-mail heidia@dva.wa.gov.   

 

Check the WDVA Legislative Updates page for updated information throughout the week!  

School of the Boat - Washington State Legislative Update on Veterans Bills 

Submarine Memorials-Deterrent Park  
Brick Application 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
http://gertrude-check.org/brickap.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
https://orange.hosting.lsoft.com/trk/click?ref=znwrbbrs9_6-18e1fx313e82x0424&
mailto:heidia@dva.wa.gov?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Legislative%20Updates%20Email
https://orange.hosting.lsoft.com/trk/click?ref=znwrbbrs9_6-19358x314159x02265&
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2019—Current 

Life Fund: $31, 707.59 

Scholarship Fund: $20,381.04 

General Fund: 22,427.07* 

*Includes SK Account     

Kaps for Kids: $0.00 

Net Worth: $74,515.70 

 

 

Total Members: 258 

Regular Annual Members:  48 

USSVI Life Members: 193 

Base Life Members: 193 

Holland Club Members: 166 

Annual Associate Members: 6 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 231 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at All Star 
Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to drpittman@wavecable.com  

 

 

Philip M Paugh (Qual Boat – USS Michigan SSBN 727) 

Dale Sanders (Qual Boat – USS Michigan SSBN 727) 

John Michael Waller (Qual Boat – USS Rock SS 274) 

Treasurer’s and Base Membership Report—1/31/2019 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, 
or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are Qualified in Sub-
marines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 
 
We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, mem-

bers of  the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included 
are submariners from the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast 
Attack Submariners. 

Base Storekeeper 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     If I don't have it,  I will get  IT !                      

 

Welcome Aboard—New Members 

Go to http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm to or-

der, or  better yet, COME TO A MEETING where I 

lay out my wares and show new products.                                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=EDMS+webrtn=NETINTRO+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm


28  

Vol. 23 Issue 2 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2019 

 

Base Notes—Apr 2019 

 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the meeting to 

order at 1000 hours at the Fleet Reserve in Bremerton, 

WA. 

 

Opening observances were conducted. 

 

Western District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott, past Western Dis-

trict Cmdr. John Mansfield, Past Olympic Peninsula Base 

Cmdr. John Clear, Bob Hickman Past Olympic Peninsula 

Base Cmdr. and WWII Veteran Paul Christofferson. were 

in attendance. 

 

Holland Club Chairman Dick Litscher inducted the follow-

ing members into the Holland Club: 

 

 

 Charles Gibbs Jr.  (Sea Fox SS402) 

 Robert Hickman (Von Steuben SSBN632) 

 Gregory Lee (Sea Owl SS405) 

 Keith Phillipy (Sargo SSN 583) 

 Donald Quinn (Gurnard SSN 662) 

 

• The minutes of the January meeting were approved as 

submitted. 

• Treasurer reports $70,366.00 in all accounts as of 31 

December 2018 

• Membership is at 252 as of 28 Feb 2019. 

• Dave Pittman Puget Soundings editor wants articles 

for the upcoming newsletter by 1 May.2019.  

• Western District 4 Cmdr. Jim DeMott reports the Ya-

kima Base Submarine Ball will be on April 13. 

 

• Parades Chairman John Gardner reports he has signed 

the base up for the Fathom of Fun Parade and the  

• Dolphin Dash is April 13. 

 

• Base Store Keeper Ralph Harris has a picture to be 

auctioned during the April 20 meeting. Bob Paul the 

Base Historian donated the picture. Ralph also has a 

sterling silver challenge coin for sale for $75.00 

• Sam Swenson Float Chairman reports the float is 

ready for the Dolphin Dash. 

• Deterrent Park Chairman and Gertrude Check Web-

master will install bricks on May 20. 

 

Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran reminded the membership of 

the following: 

 Mar 29 Viet Nam Veteran Program at the Keyport 

Museum 

 Mar 30 Rick Campbell’s book signing 

 Apr 13 Dolphin Dash 

 Apr 27 Submarine Birthday Ball 

 May 18 Armed Forces Parade in Bremerton 

 Aug 10 All Western District 4 Picnic in Portland 

 

Next meeting is Saturday, April 20, 2019 at the FRA 

1000. 

 

Submitted— Wayne Sieckowski, Base Secretary 

Base Minutes—Mar 2019 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 20 Apr  2019  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

The April 20, 2019 Monthly meeting was conducted yes-

terday morning, at the FRA29 facility. It was a great turn 

out. After traditional opening ceremony, guests and a new 

member were recognized as was a contingent of Portland's 

Blueback Base members attending to recover the coveted 

"Traveling Dolphins".   

Also attending was a contingent of 3 Tacoma Army veter-

ans that presented the base with a plaque recognizing our 

help by lending them an American Flag to their unit for 

use in last year's November Veterans Day parade in Au-

burn.  

Member, former South Sound Base Founder & Cdr, Past 

WD4 Cdr and Past Western Regional Director John 

Mansfield explained his efforts to establish the "Traveling 

Dolphins". 

Base Officer and Chairmen  reports were received.  Note: 

May Meeting will be the Bremerton Armed Forces Day 

Parade on Saturday, May 18th,  10 AM. 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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Base E-Board Minutes—Mar 2019 Base Minutes—Feb 2019 

USSVI Bremerton Base—E-Board Meeting Mar 2, 2019 

 

0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the meeting 

to order 

 

Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran, Vice 

Cmdr. Don Carpenter, Treasurer Dennis Nardone, Secre-

tary Wayne Sieckowski, Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson, 

and Past Base Cmdr. Jim DeMott    

     

• Others attending the meeting included: Deterrent Park 

Chairman and Base Webmaster Don Bassler, Float 

Chairman Sam Swenson, and Base Storekeeper Ralph 

Harris 

• The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were 

discussed and accepted. Wayne the Base’s Scholarship 

Chairman also reported the 2019 Scholarship Applica-

tions are available.  

• Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports Base’s worth 

$70,366.00. Base Membership is 252.  

• Parade Chairman reports the Bremerton Armed Forces 

Parade will be May 18 and the Dolphin Dash will be 

April 13.  

• Holland Club induction will be conducted in the March 

16 MEETING.  

• The Feb. meeting was cancelled, and the 4 Magic Act 

will be rescheduled to the Feb2020 meeting. This will 

save the deposit. A motion was made to submit a half 

page ad for the National     Convention program. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

• Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran reports the Enlisted Sub-

marine Ball will be April 27 at the Seattle Sheraton.  

 

0930 meeting was adjourned.  

 

Submitted Wayne Sieckowski—Base Secretary  

USSVI Bremerton Base 

Meeting conducted 16 Feb  2019  

Base minutes may be viewed at 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html  

 

Due to weather and road conditions the Feb. 16, 2019 

General Membership meeting was  cancelled. 

by Greg Cannon, former RM1(SS) 

 

Onboard USS Nathan Hale (SSBN 623)(G), some-

where in the Atlantic going 4 knots to nowhere, my 

underway watch relief (RM3(SU) Jones was always 

late and I always had to call the mess decks to have 

them hold me a plate. I figured I fix my relief. I rigged 

up an old crank type meggar to the door of radio to 

"wake up" Jones.  

It was watch relief time and I heard the door handle 

rattle and I cranked that meggar for all it was worth! 

Although I heared a muffled yelp on the other side of 

the door, it never opened. I checked and no Jones. He 

arrived about 15 minutes later as if nothing had hap-

pened. Two minutes into turnover, the RMC came up 

wanting to know what was wrong with Radio's door 

because the CO had just received an electrical shock 

from it. Nobody EVER found out what caused the skip-

per to get bit.  Published July 2006 

Sea Story—Radio Shock 

D.I.L.L.I.G.A.F. - Does It Look Like I Give A F*ck? 

Universal acronym, but widely used in the Navy. 

http://gertrude-check.org/archives.html
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Base E-Board Minutes—Feb 2019 

USSVI Bremerton Base—E-Board Meeting Feb 2  2019 

 

0900 Base Commander Steve Corcoran called the meeting 

to order 

 

Board Members present: Commander Steve Corcoran, Vice 

Cmdr. Don Carpenter, Treasurer Dennis Nardone, Secre-

tary Wayne Sieckowski, and  Chief of the Boat 

Wayne Peterson 

                

Others attending the meeting included: Deterrent Park 

Chairman and Base Webmaster Don Bassler, Float Chair-

man Sam Swenson, Base Storekeeper Ralph Harris, and 

Parade Chairman John Gardner.  

 

• The minutes of the previous E-Board meeting were 

discussed and accepted. Wayne the Base’s Scholarship 

Chairman also reported the 2019 Scholarship Applica-

tions were sent to all local Senior class counselors, 

individual who requested them and previous eligible 

awardees.  

• Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone reports Base’s worth 

$70,511.47. Base Membership is 269.     Members who 

are delinquent in paying their 2019 dues will be 

dropped from the rolls if not paid by February 7.  

• Parade Chairman reports the Bremerton Armed Forces 

Parade will be May 18 and the Dolphin Dash will be 

April 13.  

• Chief of the Boat Wayne Peterson reports the Break-

fast meeting will be February 16 at the Bremerton 

Elks.  

• Base Secretary Wayne Sieckowski has been approved 

to be the Base’s representative at Western Round Up in 

Laughlin Nevada. He will be reimbursed $150.00 a day 

for 4 days.  

• Base Cmdr. Steve Corcoran reports the Enlisted Sub-

marine Ball will be April 27 at the Seattle Sheraton.  

 

0950 meeting was adjourned     

 

Submitted Wayne Sieckowski—Base Secretary  

Blogs 

 

The Lean Submriner  http://theleansubmariner.com/ 

Seattle USSVI Base http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/

september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html 

Rigged for Red http://riggedforred.com/nub/  

Dan the Navy Man http://

danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-

goes-around.html 

The Old Coot http://theoldcoot.blogspot.com/  

Cold is the Sea http://coldisthesea.blogspot.com/ 

Duffel blog http://www.duffelblog.com/  

 

Facebook  (log in to your account first) 

 

Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic https://

www.facebook.com/SUBLANT  

Commander, Submarine Force Pacific  https://

www.facebook.com/SUBPAC  

Submarine Group Nine https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Submarine-Group-Nine/105052617402  

PACNORWESTCPOA https://www.facebook.com/pages/

PACNORWEST-CPOA/221571085630 

Navy Times https://www.facebook.com/navytimes?fref=nf 

Together We Served https://www.facebook.com/

TogetherWeServed 

 

Others 

 

Military.Com http://www.military.com/ 

Naval History and Heritage Command http://

www.history.navy.mil/ 

Navy Times http://www.navytimes.com/  

COMSUBPAC http://www.csp.navy.mil/ 

COMSUBLANT http://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/hq/

Pages/default.aspx 

America’s Navy http://www.navy.mil/index.asp  

Sailor Jerry http://www.bing.com/images/search?

q=sailor+jerry&qpvt=sailor+jerry&FORM=IGRE 

National Archives – Veterans Service Records http://

www.archives.gov/veterans/ 

My Service Pride http://www.myservicepride.com/ 

Explore the Blogosphere/Internet (or… 

stories you might have missed) 

http://theleansubmariner.com/
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://seattlebase.blogspot.com/2013/09/september-october-dolphin-brotherhood.html
http://riggedforred.com/nub/
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
http://danthenavyman.blogspot.com/2012/05/what-comes-around-goes-around.html
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PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii– The Los 

Angeles-class fast attack submarine 

USS Cheyenne (SSN 773) returned from 

a deployment to Joint Base Pearl Harbor

-Hickam, April 26. 

"I am very proud of the way our Sailors 

took care of each other during deploy-

ment and am extremely humbled by 

what the team accomplished through 

innovation, perseverance, and sometimes sheer grit,” said Cmdr. 

John Gonser, a native of Amityville, New York, and Chey-

enne’s commanding officer. “Now we are blessed with the 

chance to share some aloha with the family and friends who 

sacrificed and supported us. Their support makes our mission 

possible.” 

During the deployment, 17 Sailors advanced to the next pay 

grade, three officers were promoted, and 32 Sailors earned their 

submarine warfare qualification. 

“The greatest accomplishment during this deployment for me 

was getting my fish [submarine warfare qualification],” said 

Information Systems Technician 1st Class Connor X. Ked-

rowski, a native of Mount Dora, Florida. “It feels super reward-

ing to know that all the hard work I put in to get my fish has not 

gone unseen. All of my shipmates were there to assist me 

throughout this journey and I am proud to be a part of this new 

family.” 

Cheyenne’s deployment allowed the crew to test their training 

and demonstrate their ability to complete high-end tactical mis-

sions in any environment. 

“Our warship is outfitted with state of the art systems and tech-

nology, but it is our crew that makes USS Cheyenne stand out 

from the rest,” said Senior Chief Fire Control Technician, Sean 

Hingle, a native of Daytona Beach, Florida and Cheyenne’s 

chief of the boat. “Our Sailors put a great deal of time and effort 

into preparing and training for this deployment to ensure that 

we would not only be ready, but capable of taking on any mis-

sion and dominating it.” 

Cheyenne’s capability was highlighted by its participation in 

Keen Sword, a joint, bilateral field-training exercise involving 

U.S. military and Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force personnel, 

designed to increase the combat readiness and interoperability 

of the Japan-U.S. alliance. 

“The biggest lesson I learned on this deployment was keeping 

your head up,” said Lt. j.g. Benjamin M. West, a native of 

Scranton, Pennsylvania. “Keeping not only my head up but 

helping others keep theirs up as well when the schedule changes 

and challenges arise. Perseverance and continuing to push on is 

what submariners are made of and our crew has embodied that." 

Cheyenne enjoys a strong relationship with its namesake city 

highlighted by the Cheyenne, Wyoming mayor traveling to 

Pearl Habor to greet the crew as they returned from deployment. 

“I could not be more proud than I was today welcoming home 

USS Cheyenne," said Marian J. Orr, mayor of Cheyenne, Wyo-

ming. "It was a profoundly touching and patriotic event to be 

aboard God’s Boat as we came home to Pearl Harbor. Speaking 

on behalf of our great city, I thank the submariners — of our 

namesake city — who risk their lives to protect our nation. We 

salute you.” 

USS Cheyenne is named after the city of Cheyenne, Wyoming, 

and it is the last of the 62 Los Angeles-class submarines to enter 

service in the U.S. Navy. Commissioned on Sept. 13, 1996, 

Cheyenne measures more than 360-feet long and weighs more 

than 6,000 tons when submerged. 

For more news from the Pacific Submarine Force, visit 

www.csp.navy.mil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USS Cheyenne (SSN 773)  
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       All E-Board and Monthly Meetings are held at the 
Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) 521 National Ave, 
Bremerton 360.373.2296 unless otherwise noted. http://
frabranch29.com/index.php. Bangor SK Visit are at Tri-
dent Training Facility Bangor http://www.netc.navy.mil/
centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm 

 

• May 18 (1000) General Membership Meeting – To be held 
at the Armed Forces Day Parade 

• May 18 (1000) Annual Armed Forces Day Parade Bremer-
ton  

• May 24 (1030) Tolling of the Boats (tentative) at Deter-
rent Park 

• May 27 (TBA) Memorial Day – Ivy Green Cemetery  

• Jun 01 (0900) E-Board  

• Jun 05 (1130) Bangor SK Visit 

• Jun 15 (1000) General Membership Meeting 

• Jun 29 (1800) Fathoms of Fun Parade  

• Jul 03 (1130) Bangor SK Visit 

• Jul 04 (1000) Grand Old Fourth of July Parade Bainbridge 
Island 

• Jul 06 (0900) E-Board  

• Jul 20 (1000) General Membership Meeting 

• Aug 03 (0900) E-Board  

• Aug 07 (1130) Bangor SK Visit 

• Aug 10 (1100) USSVI Blueback Base Picnic 

• Aug 24 (1100) Annual Base Picnic Bremerton Elks Lodge 
1181 – 4131 Pine RD NE, Bremerton 360.479.1181 http://
www.bpoe1181.org/  

• Sep 04 (1130) Bangor SK Visit 

• Sep 07 (0900) E-Board  

• Sep 21 (1000) General Membership Meeting 

 

 

 

 

All luncheons are from 11:30 to 13:00 unless otherwise not-
ed. Photographs  may be viewed at  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

 

• May 17 Azteca 2936 Bucklin Hill Rd. Silverdale 
360.698.2200 

• May 24 Kelly’s 19th Hole Bar & Grill 2171 Erlands Point 
Road NW, Bremerton 360.373.4600  

• May 31 Tracyton Public House 403 NW Tracy Ave, 
Bremerton 360.405.6768 ()   

• Jun 01 Olive Garden 3204 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 
360.613.0207 

• Jun 07 Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 
360.373.1320  

• Jun 14 Horse and Cow 536 4th St, Bremerton 360.627.9843 

• Jun 21 Home Made Café 537 Dekalb St, Port Orchard 
360.908.5026 

• Jun 28 Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way 
NW, Silverdale360.516.6265   

• Jul 05 The Garage 6812 Kitsap Way Bremerton 
360.377.2116  

• Jul 12 Noah’s Ark 1516 6th Street Bremerton 360.377.8100 

• Jul 19 Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 
360.377.8442 

• Jul 26 All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 
360.692.5760 

• Aug 02 Blue Goose Tavern 1931 Bay St. Port Orchard 
360.895.8171 

• Aug 09 The Point Casino 7989 Salish Ln NE, Kingston, 
WA 360.297.0070  

• Aug 16 The Dugout 4180 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 
98312 360.813.1112  

• Aug 23 Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap 
Way, Bremerton, WA 360.479.9117  

Bremerton Base Calendar  (Including Soup Down Luncheons) 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! http://www.gertrude-check.org/ 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/521+S+National+Ave,+Bremerton,+WA+98312/@47.5571418,-122.6704939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54903703f90394bd:0x9ef1cb7fd7a27071!8m2!3d47.5571418!4d-122.6683052
https://www.google.com/maps/place/521+S+National+Ave,+Bremerton,+WA+98312/@47.5571418,-122.6704939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54903703f90394bd:0x9ef1cb7fd7a27071!8m2!3d47.5571418!4d-122.6683052
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://www.bpoe1181.org/
http://www.bpoe1181.org/
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
http://www.gertrude-check.org/

