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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  That 

their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant 

source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge 

loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s 

Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, 

we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mu-

tual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Subma-

riners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a 

strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in 

various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme 

sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 

comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom 

and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

Our Creed Table of Contents 

Base Website (The Gertrude Check): www.gertrude-

check.org    
 

Base Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-
Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 

USSVI Website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

http://www.gertrude-check.org
http://www.gertrude-check.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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• As you read through the Puget Soundings (PS), hover your “mouse” over links (and photos) for additional reading and, at 

times, videos and maps. 

• Remember, I continually take articles and photos from members for possible use in the PS. Please understand, however, not 

all input may be used.  By-lines are provided for submitted articles. 

• Please ensure that you read the minutes for our meetings, especially if you were not able to attend; they provide more infor-

mation regarding Base events and programs. 

• The PS is one-fourth of how the Base keeps the membership 

informed of base functions; please also use the Gertrude 

Check, FB, and the Commander’s emails to keep current.. 

The Editor’s Desk 

 

Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman  

Cell: 360.536.0916 

The Puget Soundings is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov)  

Article Submission: drpittman@wavecable.com is due  NLT 01 

Aug 2020 Ain’t No Slack in a Fast Attack 

Suggestions for the ex-submariner that 
misses "the good old days on the boat"  

1. Store your eggs in your garage for two months and then 

scramble a dozen each morning.  

2. Have a fluorescent lamp installed on the bottom of your 

coffee table and lie under it to read books.  

3. Check your refrigerator compressor for "sound shorts".  

4. Put a complicated lock on your basement door and wear the 

key on a lanyard around your neck.  

5. Lockwire the lugnuts on your car.  

6. When making cakes, prop up one side of the pan while it is 

baking. Then spread icing really thick on one side to level 

off the top.  

7. Every so often, yell "Emergency Deep", run into the kitch-

en, and sweep all pots/pans/dishes off of the counter onto 

the floor. Then, yell at your wife for not having the place 

"stowed for sea".   

 

More in the next issue of the PS! 

It’s hard to believe that we have not had a Base Meeting 

since February. I’ll just put the links to the March and April 

Meetings here in case you missed the Virtual Meetings. 

 

https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/03/20/bremerton-base-

march-general-meeting-virtual/ 

 

https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/04/18/april-general-

meeting/ 

 

E-Board Notes for April 

 

http://www.slipperyfish.com/ussvi/04_april_2020/

default.htm  

Base Minutes/E Board Notes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/03/20/bremerton-base-march-general-meeting-virtual/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/03/20/bremerton-base-march-general-meeting-virtual/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/04/18/april-general-meeting/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/04/18/april-general-meeting/
http://www.slipperyfish.com/ussvi/04_april_2020/default.htm
http://www.slipperyfish.com/ussvi/04_april_2020/default.htm
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In late 1983 nobody could have imagined that our unofficial 

Boat Motto, “Be Flexible” would still be a daily mantra in 

2020. For a submariner, Social Distancing and Stay-at-Home 

orders are in our blood, but for the family? Well... that’s been a 

different matter altogether. (That’s been a different matter…) 

For me it was hard enough to try and explain this whole adven-

ture to my nine-year-old. Harder still is getting my adult chil-

dren who live with us to accept that we have high-risk people 

(me) and essential workers in our home (my wife). To the 

twenty-something’s, their belief in their own invincibility is a 

natural defense mechanism. But it leads to stress and to me 

hearing those voices from so long ago in my own 20’s remind-

ing me, “Be Flexible.” 

Like every other Veterans organization in the nation, we have 

been ground basically to a halt by the COVID-19 epidemic. 

Meetings have been cancelled; events postponed and questions 

left hanging in the air. More meetings will be cancelled and 

events delayed or cancelled. We just do not know right now 

what they will be or when this will end.  

In March we held the first “Virtual” Meeting in our Base His-

tory, and all indications are that April will have to be done 

(will have been done) the same way. One of the blessings of 

living in the 21st Century is that technology has allowed us to 

get to the point where we don’t actually have to be in the same 

room to present information and visuals. It doesn’t replace 

actual face-to-face fellowship, but at least it’s something.  

Hopefully by the time you read this in the newsletter (the 

award winning Puget Soundings!) the whole thing will be over 

and we can move on. I have a feeling, however, that even 

when it “ends,” it has opened the door for future reactions of a 

similar nature. It may very well have created similar situations 

in the future. It’s not possible to close Pandora’s Box. 

Okay, enough politics.  

As of today, the National Conference is still on for August. 

The National Board has set up a procedure and a timeline for 

making a final decision in the event that the Conference needs 

to be postponed. 

As you know, Soup Down has been put on indefinite hold. As 

of this date, the restaurants are closed except for take-out. I 

think that it would good to support your favorites, let them 

know when you order a take-out meal that USSVI will be back 

for Soup Down when it is safe to do so.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May, we are still on sched-

ule for the Armed Forces Day 

Parade. As I’ve said, be flexi-

ble, that may change.  

Please make sure that you are 

checking in on the Gertrude-

Check.org or the Facebook 

Page on a regular basis. Not 

only is it a way to stay con-

nected to each other, it is how 

you can keep up with news and information about the base and 

our functions.  

As applicable, we have several Base Members who are desig-

nated as “Essential” workers. If you are locked down and you 

need help with groceries, pharmacy or other essentials, please 

let me know ASAP. We can get you help and we do not want 

any Base Members to not be able to get essential supplies.  

Hopefully you all know how to use the USSVI.org website. 

Please keep in contact with each other. Uplift and support as 

needed. Yes, I get it, we are submariners and we got this whole 

Social Isolation thing.  

That said, for most of us, it was quite a long time ago, and 

things are different. A text, a phone call, an eMail, a wave, can 

make somebody’s day better and bearable. Be flexible. This 

may end soon, or it may not. We are the American Subma-

riner, we can be an inspiration to others.  

How many of you have been following the story of the saving 

of the USS Ling (SS-297)? A few months ago she was a dere-

lict, abandoned when her museum closed and left to rot on the 

river bed. She was attacked by vandals who badly damaged 

her and left her stuck in the muck.  

Now, a dedicated team of volunteers has begun to save her and 

try to relocate her to another museum. It is hard work and it’s 

been made even more difficult by the virus considerations. But 

they are forging ahead and it is becoming clear that USS Ling 

will not die in the mud along a New Jersey river. If you have-

n’t seen what’s going on, make sure to check out their Social 

Media and videos! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/338689653415753/ 

https://www.nj.com/bergen/2020/03/bucket-by-bucket-

volunteers-empty-historic-navy-submarine-of-river-water-

unleashed-by-vandals.html 

What better way to tell the story of US Submarines, to moti-

vate others to greater deeds, than to save one of ours left for 

dead?  

 

See Commander’s Corner, Page 5 

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/338689653415753/
https://www.nj.com/bergen/2020/03/bucket-by-bucket-volunteers-empty-historic-navy-submarine-of-river-water-unleashed-by-vandals.html
https://www.nj.com/bergen/2020/03/bucket-by-bucket-volunteers-empty-historic-navy-submarine-of-river-water-unleashed-by-vandals.html
https://www.nj.com/bergen/2020/03/bucket-by-bucket-volunteers-empty-historic-navy-submarine-of-river-water-unleashed-by-vandals.html
https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/community/submarine/Pages/MT.aspx
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The Commander’s Corner 

Continued from  Page 4 

 

Speaking of the Ling, I am spending my downtime, such as it 

is, rereading some great books about submarines. Theodore 

Roscoe’s, “United States Submarine Operations in World War 

II” is one of my most prized possessions. Over the past couple 

of weeks, just opening up to a random page and immersing 

myself in these stories has been very relaxing and uplifting to 

me. There are plenty of books and films about submarines to 

keep us entertained and interested. I would love to hear from 

you about your favorites. Just drop me an eMail 

(dolphindave@slipperyfish.com) and let me know what you 

are reading and watching. Or post it on the Facebook page and 

let everybody know. It’s yet another way to stay connected 

right now.  

I wish that I had more news for you, but these days the mantra 

remains the same: Be Flexible. We will survive this, and we 

will be better people for it.  

 

Stay Safe! Stay Home! 

 

 

 

 

 

Base Historian—Bob Paul 

The Application for Membership can be 

found at http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf 

 

The Bremerton Base  Recruiting Pamphlet 

can be found at  

http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf  

Base Float Replacement Quilt Raffle 

We did not draw a winner due to not having our Base 

Submarine Birthday Dinner—stay tuned—hopefully we 

will make a decision soon on when to draw a winner. 

There have been some questions regarding not having a Scholar-

ship Program this year. Stay tuned to the Commander’s Emails 

and Gertrude Check for information. The funds received last year 

and this year are “banked” for the future.  

Willie Spoon Scholarship 

World Submarines: Covert 

Shores Recognition Guide 1st 

Edition 

https://www.amazon.com/

dp/1541392302 

mailto:dolphindave@slipperyfish.com
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1541392302
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1541392302
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Go to page 8  to continue 

2020—Current 

Reserve Fund: $31,207.59 

Scholarship Fund: $17,956.46 

General Fund: $18,333.51* 

*Includes SK Checking Account + SK Cash    

Net Worth: $67,497.56 

 

 

Total Members: 258 

Regular Annual Members:  32 

USSVI Life Members: 199 

Base Life Members: 199 

Holland Club Members: 169 

Regular Associate Members: 8 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 243 

 

 

 

Recruit a shipmate today! 

Treasurer’s and Base Membership Report—04/30/2020 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are Qualified 

in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We 

are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-

war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

 

 

Ralph (pictured on the right) welcomes our Assistant Storekeeper—Bear Stiffey—he can be reached at 

jstiffeyssn648@yahoo.com. Bear can create vests and hats, etc.—some examples are shown below. 

  

 

 

 

 

Welcome Aboard 

Go to http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm to order, or  better yet, COME TO A MEETING where I lay out my 

wares and show new products.   If I don't have it,  I will get  IT !                                                                                                        

"Won't rust, bust, or take on dust" - An equipment or tool that is damn-near sailor proof. 

Base Storekeeper 

“You have a green card. You will be there.” One of the most hated phrases meaning that you have a Navy identification 

card, are the Navy’s property and you will be here no matter whether you had plans scheduled already. 

http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/shipsstore.htm
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Bremerton Base Float Replacement 

The U.S.S.V.I. Bremerton Base Float replacement Commit-

tee consists of the following members. 

 

Committee Chair: Steve Corcoran - Immediate Past Base 

Commander 

Sam Swenson - Former Float Manager 

Don Carpenter- Past Base Vice Commander 

Guy Stitt- Base Life Member 

Lee Berry- Base Life Member 

 

The Committee met for the first time on Saturday, 14 

March, at the Fleet Reserve. Our mission/assignment, per 

the Bremerton Base Commander Dave Bowman, is to 

hopefully have a new float for the base by the 2021 Armed 

Forces Day Parade. Our job is to present a plan to the E-

Board in the near future. Listed below are decisions we 

agreed upon thus far: 

• It was unanimous to maintain the current theme of our 

float as the USS Bonefish (SS-223), the 51st of 52 subma-

rines lost in WWII, assigned to Washington by the United 

States Submarine Veterans of WWII. The history of this is 

documented on our web page Gertrude-check. The Bone-

fish and Bremerton Base Subvets are connected in so many 

ways. That float is our image. We all agreed just too much 

tradition to not continue with this submarine. 

• An entirely new float is required. The current float was 

commissioned in the early 80's. It is time to move forward. 

 

• Keep it simple. Basically, keep the same design as our 

current float, with the exception of making it safer, stronger, 

more durable. We must also maintain a storage space and it 

must be capable of carrying passengers. 

• Safety will be paramount. We expect the new float to be 

electrically safe with up to date up grades all around to make 

it easy to maintain, transport, set-up & take down. We intend 

to utilize the current accessories with the new float. 

(pendants, banners, new forward and aft guns, and of course, 

an old school Klaxon built in to sound during parades. 

Don Carpenter (former professional truck driver) and Sam 

Swenson (Retired Boatswain Mate, and all-around smart guy) 

are very familiar with the dimensions we will need to adhere 

to including G.V.W. width, length, brakes.... I feel confident  

We have 2 companies we are looking at to help with the de-

sign and building of the new float. Guy Stitt has contacts at 

Safe Boats International, located at 8800 SW Barney Rd. in 

Bremerton. We were planning to meet with them on March 

27th, but the meeting was postponed due to the current envi-

ronment. We hope to re-schedule soon.  Guy also has a 2nd 

contact located in Port Angeles as a backup.  

 

We, the committee, were hoping to have a presentation at the 

June E- Board meeting, but I do not believe we will meet that 

goal. We will do our best to complete this mission in a timely 

manner.   

 

This process will be shared with all base members as it pro-

gresses. Our goal is to be transparent as possible. We have a 

plan and will keep all informed. All final decisions will be 

made by the E-Board. Any questions or concerns on this en-

deavor, (or anything else) please contact me. Take care 

friends. I hope to see you all soon. Be safe. 

 

Steve Corcoran 

Immediate Past Base Commander 

WANTED! WANTED! 
 

Bonefish Manager Sam Swenson  needs a relief! Can you 

help out the Base? 

 

This space intentionally blank 
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USS Minnesota (SSN 783) 

Groton, Conn. – The Virginia-class fast-attack submarine USS 

Minnesota (SSN 783), homeported at Naval Submarine Base 

New London, was announced as the winner of the 2019 Batten-

berg Cup Award, April 23. 

 

The Battenberg Cup Award for the U.S. Atlantic Fleet Battle 

Efficiency “E” winner is presented annually to the ship, or sub-

marine, selected by the Fleet Commander as the best all-around 

in the Atlantic fleet based on accumulation of crew achieve-

ments.  

 

Under the command of Cmdr. Thomas Flaherty, Minnesota’s 

crew achieved excellence in all aspects of submarine operations 

and was rewarded for their efforts. 

 

Adm. Christopher Grady, commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Com-

mand, congratulated Minnesota in an official message. 

 

“I am pleased to announce USS Minnesota as the winner of the 

Battenberg Cup for 2019, and offer my congratulations to the 

crew,” Grady said. “Every Minnesota Sailor should be proud of 

their record of sustained excellence and superior teamwork.”  

 

As one of the highest performing submarines in the Atlantic 

Submarine Force, Minnesota sustained superior combat readi-

ness throughout 2019 by rigorously and flawlessly executing 

deployed operations in the European Command Theater. The 

crew operated the boat in a manner that achieved unprecedented 

mission accomplishments while conducting multiple operations 

vital to national and theater security.  

 

“The crew of USS Minnesota went above and beyond during 

their numerous operational commitments in 2019, and are in-

credibly deserving of this prestigious award,” said Vice 

Adm. Daryl Caudle, commander, Submarine Forces. “I am 

immensely proud of these warriors who have demonstrat-

ed sustained excellence in submarining, unbounded energy 

and professional enthusiasm. Thanks to their hard work 

and relentless dedication, Minnesota directly contributed 

to maintaining the undersea dominance of the Submarine 

Force.” 

 

During her numerous operations, Minnesota outperformed 

peers and amassed unmatched standings as the 2019 Sub-

marine Squadron Four Battle “E” award winner by achiev-

ing first place marks in overall battle efficiency, engineer-

ing readiness, personnel metrics, weapons readiness and 

communication. Minnesota also won the 2019 Retention 

Excellence Award that recognizes superior command ac-

complishment in executing programs and policies that best 

enable Sailors to succeed in naval careers.  

 

"It is a proud moment for our Viking team, and we are 

honored to receive this award," said Flaherty. "I am ex-

tremely proud of my crew's accomplishments, including a 

very successful deployment to the European Theater. The 

Viking team demonstrated sustained excellence across 

multiple mission areas and continues to exercise tactical 

initiative and expertise." 

 

USS Mitscher (DDG 57) and USS John C. Stennis (CVN 

74) were also nominated as best all-around within their 

commands, and were congratulated for their performance. 

 

“Outstanding achievements by the crews of each com-

mand made the selection process extremely difficult,” 

Grady said. “All finalists distinguished themselves by their 

exceptional performance, and can be justifiably proud of 

their accomplishments.”  

 

Each year, the Battenberg Cup Award is presented to only 

one of the nearly 100 eligible surface ships, aircraft carri-

ers and submarines, based on crew achievements. These 

include performance in competition for Atlantic Fleet 

Sportsmanship Award, Type Command Sailor of the Year 

Award, Golden Anchor Award, Ney Award and command 

excellence awards. Other information, such as operating 

schedules, commitments and unusual factors contributing 

to the nomination may also be considered.  

 

See USS Minnesota, Page 9 
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USS Minnesota (SSN 783) 

Continued from  Page 8 

 

Fast-attack submarines like Minnesota are multi-mission 

platforms enabling five of the six Navy maritime strategy 

core capabilities - sea control, power projection, forward 

presence, maritime security, and deterrence. They are de-

signed to excel in anti-submarine warfare; anti-ship warfare; 

strike warfare; special operations; intelligence, surveillance, 

and reconnaissance; irregular warfare; and mine warfare. 

Fast-attack submarines project power ashore with special 

operations forces and Tomahawk cruise missiles in the pre-

vention or preparation of regional crises. 

 

Commissioned on Sept. 7, 2013, Minnesota is the 10th Vir-

ginia-class fast-attack submarine. It is the first submarine to 

bear the name Minnesota and the third U.S. Navy vessel to 

carry the name Minnesota. It is 377 feet long with a beam of 

34 feet. Virginia-class fast attack submarines have a crew of 

approximately 149 made up of 18 officers and 131 enlisted 

Sailors. 

 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/368656/uss-minnesota-

recognized-best-ship-atlantic-fleet?

fbclid=IwAR2_m1IqR8fHLs1k7qzd3SP8KBBMF1Hkn-7sU

-nbjDZz00_3X9betL34N6Q  

To be eccentric doesn’t always mean to be weird. Sometimes 

it means you have a wider view of what can be achieved and 

want to reach a different state of living. For Georgia native 

Danny McWilliams, 56, it is all about realizing imaginative 

things. While Danny certainly seems whimsical, his dedication 

and innovation could make a lot of people smile. The rea-

son being is because Danny is in full gear replicating Captain 

Nemo’s legendary Nautilus submarine. 

When done the replica will measure 32 feet and will boast 

some pretty cool features. Don’t go thinking this incredible 

build will ever see the epic sceneries of any sea or lake any-

time soon as the build looks more like a playground build for 

now. The fact that imaginative details like the wooden funny-

looking rear end propeller and side windows made out of glass 

bowls (which are permanently incorporated into the build) 

states the safest thing to say would be that this is actually a 

playground build. 

The assessment is actually correct as Danny, as eccentrically 

dedicated as he may seem about the build plans to donate the 

finished Nautilus submarine to a museum in Florida. There are 

still several details to be added to it but once implemented 

there will probably be a bunch of happy kids crawling around 

in and on top of it. As we all know, 20,000 Leagues Under 

The Sea is one of the world’s most captivating and mesmeriz-

ing books ever written. The sheer impressive look of this Nau-

tilus submarine would make any kid’s imagination run wild 

with excitement. 

It is because of people like Danny McWilliams that most of 

our childhoods were as magical as they were. By making this 

Nautilus Submarine available to children to play in, there is 

going to be yet another generation of kids that will have the 

pleasure of immersing themselves in Jules Verne’s classic 

book. The submarine has been in construction for about a year, 

and there are still things to be added to it. However, once it’s 

done I am sure we’ll see more photos of the amazing crea-

tion.https://bitrebels.com/geek/captain-nemo-nautilus-

submarine-replica/  

Captain Nemo’s Nautilus  

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/368656/uss-minnesota-recognized-best-ship-atlantic-fleet?fbclid=IwAR2_m1IqR8fHLs1k7qzd3SP8KBBMF1Hkn-7sU-nbjDZz00_3X9betL34N6Q
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/368656/uss-minnesota-recognized-best-ship-atlantic-fleet?fbclid=IwAR2_m1IqR8fHLs1k7qzd3SP8KBBMF1Hkn-7sU-nbjDZz00_3X9betL34N6Q
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/368656/uss-minnesota-recognized-best-ship-atlantic-fleet?fbclid=IwAR2_m1IqR8fHLs1k7qzd3SP8KBBMF1Hkn-7sU-nbjDZz00_3X9betL34N6Q
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/368656/uss-minnesota-recognized-best-ship-atlantic-fleet?fbclid=IwAR2_m1IqR8fHLs1k7qzd3SP8KBBMF1Hkn-7sU-nbjDZz00_3X9betL34N6Q
https://bitrebels.com/geek/captain-nemo-nautilus-submarine-replica/
https://bitrebels.com/geek/captain-nemo-nautilus-submarine-replica/
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Midget Submarines at Guadalcanal 

The story of the Japanese midget submarines at Pearl Harbor 

is pretty well known. But that only covers 5 of the little sub-

mersibles. What about the others? There were 50 of the origi-

nal type A midgets. They participated in other daring raids, 

some more successful than others. However, the use of Type 

A midgets at Guadalcanal have received scant attention. The 

entire Solomons campaign was marked by several major bat-

tles which is, possibly, one reason that the midget submarines 

participation has been so poorly covered. 

The midgets were used at Pearl Harbor and then at Sydney 

and Diego Suarez. All the crew members for those missions 

failed to return home. A unit of midgets was included in the 

plans for Midway, but did not take an active part. The boats 

remained on their mother ship and returned to Japan after the 

battle. Later, they were sent to Kiska in the Aleutians. There, 

too, they took no active part. The rusty skeletons of some of 

them are still there. 

 

What followed was the dramatic struggle for Guadalcanal that 

started with the Marines landing on the island in August 1942. 

The Marines held a perimeter on the island, and the Japanese 

made continuous attempts to destroy them there. As early as 

September it seems the Japanese decided to employ midget 

submarines as part of those efforts. An observation post atop 

Mount Buin, in Japanese hands, gave a good view of Lunga 

roads through which all the Marine supplies were being fun-

neled. Strong allied ASW patrols made employment of large 

fleet submarines unattractive. But the small Type A Hyoteki 

might be able to penetrate and destroy some of the supply 

ships. Seaplane carrier/submarine mother ship Chiyoda car-

ried 11 of the small subs from Kure to Truk, arriving at the 

Japanese Combined Fleet base at the end of the month. She 

then took them to Shortland Island, South of Bougainvillle. 

Meanwhile, a staging base for returning crewmen was estab-

lished at Manovovu, on the northwest coast of Guadalcanal. 

Fleet submarines I-176 and I-26 were sent to recharge the 

batteries of the midgets since they could not do it themselves. 

But communications between the various actors was not good 

and the midgets never came to the rendezvous. 

 

A Pearl Harbor veteran submarine, I-20, loaded the first Hy-

oteki destined to make an attack, HA-11, on 5 November. 

The same day Chiyoda returned to Truk. Two days later I-20 

launched HA-11 before dawn to penetrate into Lunga Roads. 

The attack was a success. Two torpedoes were fired at ships 

near the shore. One hit the USS Majaba (AG-43). The USS 

Landsdowne (DD-486 ) was pressed into service as a high 

speed transport. She was busy unloading the 80 tons of mor-

tar ammunition she brought in to alleviate a critical shortage 

ashore. She raised her anchor and embarked on a sonar 

search for the attacker. At 0736 she made contact and 

dropped 11 depth charges. Eleven more followed between 

0741 and 0748. HA-11 was shaken, but not destroyed. The 

midget began to make her way home. Near Savo Island her 

gyrocompass failed and she was forced to surface. Around 

noon she changed course for the interim base at Manovovu. 

Two aircraft appeared around 1245 and HA-11 dived to 100 

feet to avoid them. After an hour she experienced a total gyro 

failure and her skipper decided to run her aground on the 

coast. The little submarine hit the shore at 1430. Her crew, 

LTJG Shinji Kunihiro and PO1 Goro Inoue disposed of clas-

sified documents and material and took off on foot for 

Kanimba where they found Japanese forces. They were the 

first midget submarine crew to return alive from a successful 

mission. 

 

The Majaba was run aground by her commander, LT Flave 

Josephus George, USNR, to keep her from sinking. She was 

a 5000 ton Emergency Fleet Corporation design 1049 ship 

built during the First World War as the USS Meriden (ID-

4109). She was not completed until after the end of hostilities 

and saw no service. The navy acquired her in 1942 to help 

deliver supplies to Guadalcanal. 

 

See Midget Submarines, Page 11 

 

 

Japanese midget submarine & transport Yamazuki 

Maru beached on Guadalcanal 
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Midget Submarines at Guadalcanal 

Continued from  Page 10 

The next midget attack was on 11 November. HA-30 was 

launched from I-16. But things did not proceed according to 

plan. The rudder of the hyoteki was damaged and was unable 

to steer. The mission was aborted and HA-30 was scuttled 

somewhere off Savo Island. Her two crewmen made their 

way home safely. 

 

Meanwhile, I-20 took on the next boat, HA-37. When that 

Hyoteki began moving, the crew discovered her depth regu-

lator was faulty. This mission was also aborted and the crew 

ran her ashore near Cape Esperance before returning home 

on foot. The wreck was salvaged in January 1945, by the 

USCGC Ironwood (WAGL-297). 

 

These failures could not have come at a more inopportune 

time. American and Japanese forces clashed in the Naval 

Battle of Guadalcanal between 12 and 15 November with the 

final result being a serious Japanese defeat. 

 

On 20 November, I-20 released her next Hyoteki, HA-12. 

The midget set out for Lunga Roads and was never seen 

again. Neither Japanese nor American records ever shed any 

light on her mysterious disappearance. 

 

The stage was set for HA-20 to make the next sortie from on 

board I-16. She made her approach early on the morning of 

20 November. That morning a small American supply convoy 

had arrived. At 0546 the USS Alchiba (AK-23) dropped anchor 

and commenced preparations for unloading her cargo. Hatch 

covers were opened and boats placed in the water to carry mate-

rial to the beach. The Alchiba was painted in an unusual variant 

of measure 12 (modified) with the darker blue placed above the 

lighter grey colors. Several destroyers were still patrolling; 

Lamson (DD-367), Lardner (DD-487), Hughes (DD-410) and 

Landsdowne (DD-486). 

 

HA-20 was not detected as she moved into firing position. Her 

first torpedo struck the USS Alchiba on the port side at 0616. 

The explosion ultimately resulted in the flooding of all three 

forward holds. It also started fires that continued to burn for 4 

days. The flames were fed, in part, by the ruptured fuel tank in 

the double bottom below the hold and by crushed drums of gas-

oline that were part of the cargo in hold 2. Within 10 minutes 

the Alchiba‘s captain, CDR James Sheperd Freeman, USN, 

heaved in the anchor and ran his ship ahead at 6 knots, driving 

her hard aground. That action undoubtedly saved her from be-

coming part of the collection of wrecks in Iron Bottom Sound. 

Executive officer LCDR Harold R Shaw directed firefighting 

efforts and the simultaneous work to unload the ship’s cargo. 

Landing craft (Higgins boats) were moored alongside the ship.  

The wash from their propellers helped keep the gas and oil 

which was floating on the surface from spreading the fire. The 

forward magazine was intentionally flooded and CO2 systems 

in the hold were activated, but the flames continued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Midget Submarines, Page 12 

 

Japanese midget submarine beached in the southwest 

Pacific 

USS Alchiba afire after being torpedoed off Guadalca-

nal, November 1942 (USMC) 
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 Midget Submarines at Guadalcanal 

Continued from  Page 11 

 

Fleet tug Bobolink (AT-131) came alongside at 1010 to as-

sist. Soon there were 5 hoses from the Bobolink working 

with the 3 on the Alchiba. But it still took days to overcome 

the fire. Flooding spread to holds 1 and 3, partly through 

fragmentation holes in the bulkheads from the torpedo, and 

possibly from exploding small arms ammunition that was 

part of the cargo forward and “cooked off” due to the heat. 

There were additional explosions in the holds from cargo 

and escaping fuel vapors igniting.  

 

It took 104 hour before the fire was finally extinguished. 

Personnel casualties were surprisingly light, 3 killed in ac-

tion and 6 wounded. CDR Freeman was later awarded the 

Navy Cross for saving his ship. LCDR Shaw and the Bobo-

link skipper LT James Foleys got the Silver Star and the 

entire crew was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation. 

Meanwhile the USS Landsdowne went after the attacker. 

Her depth charges apparently were the cause of the demise 

of HA-20. 

 

The Hyoteki attacks did not take place in a vacuum. A major 

Japanese resupply operation, called by the allies “The Tokyo 

Express”, was set to arrive on 30 November. The Americans 

intercepted it and the result was the Battle of Tassafaronga. 

After that there were no more major Japanese resupply ef-

forts. 

 

But the Hyoteki attacks were not finished. I-20 brought HA-

8 to penetrate the roadstead on 2 December. The midget 

launched her 2 torpedoes at what she reported were a cargo 

ship and a destroyer. Lookouts on the grounded the Alchiba 

saw 2 torpedo tracks pass by harmlessly. HA-8 headed for 

the barn, but the midget was swamped off Cape Esperance. 

Her two man crew managed to get ashore and escape. 

 

I-24 made the next attempt, carrying HA-38 on 7 December. 

The midget put another torpedo into the Alchiba. This time 

the explosion was on the port quarter at hold 4. The hold was 

now empty, but at the time of the first attack on the Alchiba 

it had been full of 800 tons of aircraft bombs. Being still 

aground again saved the ship from sinking. HA-38 was not 

as fortunate. A little 173 foot long sub chaser, PC-477, spot-

ted her. A pattern of 8 depth charges followed. Officially, the 

PC-477 shared the kill with an SBD-3 from VMSB-142. 

 

The Japanese decision to abandon Guadalcanal was reportedly 

made on 12 December 1942. The last Hyoteki attack was al-

ready underway. I-16 set loose HA-22 on 13 December. The 

midget reported firing her torpedoes at a destroyer. If she did, 

no one noticed. The little craft made her way north where she 

was scuttled. Her crew made it to shore. 

 

The bottom line on the employment of the Type A Hyoteki 

midget submarines at Guadalcanal has to be one of high expec-

tations, and disappointing results. The USS Majaba was re-

moved from action and the USS Alchiba damaged very serious-

ly, but ultimately returned to action. The Japanese lost all 8 of 

the midgets that were committed to action. That does not seem 

to make for a positive scorecard. 

 

Endnotes 

https://www.navalhistory.org/2019/10/22/midget-submariness-
at-guadalcanal  

PC-477 (NavSource) 

“Take her up to broach depth” – Unauthorized phrase 

used for Diving Officers that have a reputation for broach-

ing the submarine (breaking the surface of the ocean with 

the hull) thus exposing the boat to detection, or when the 

weather and sea state are extremely bad and broaching is 

expected. 

https://www.navalhistory.org/2019/10/22/midget-submariness-at-guadalcanal
https://www.navalhistory.org/2019/10/22/midget-submariness-at-guadalcanal
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USSVI National News 

NEWS-01: IMPORTANT message from the National 

Commander 

Submitted by: Wayne Standerfer, National Command-

er on 3/16/2020 

 

Shipmates, 

 

Previously inconclusive reports from governmental health 

agencies and private health organizations as to the extent 

to which the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) would af-

fect our country was cause for me to delay making any 

comments concerning how our membership should re-

spond to what is now a nationally  medical emergency. 

However, the rapid acceleration of confirmed cases in 49 

states and Washington D.C., along with a better explana-

tion from our medical community as to how this disease is 

spreading, dictates that it is time for me to comment. 

 

The fact that COVID-19 particularly targets older people, 

especially the ones with underlying medical conditions, is 

enough reason that a large percentage of our USSVI mem-

bership should sit up and take notice. You have all heard 

the steps needed to reduce your exposure, so I will not 

repeat them here, but I do strongly recommend you follow 

them, especially the caution against gatherings of people, 

which would certainly include our Base, District, and Re-

gional Meetings. There is nothing that takes place at any of 

these meetings that cannot be postponed or conducted in 

another manner. Even in the past few minutes since I be-

gan composing this correspondence, the President has is-

sued a recommendation to limit necessary gatherings to no 

more than 10 people. 

 

Please don’t listen to the few among us that are trying to 

downplay the seriousness of this sickness. It only takes one 

attendee at one of these meetings to receive a positive 

COVID-19 diagnosis and not only would every other at-

tendee that was present be potentially affected but anyone 

they come in contact with afterwards as well. I would ra-

ther laugh at myself later for being overly cautious than to 

suffer the consequences of getting infected. 

 

I say all of that to say this: Base Commanders, before you 

schedule a meeting, please consider the age of your mem-

bers, their vulnerability to COVID-19, and the conditions 

of your local area. Ask yourself whether you will accom-

plish anything that cannot be completed at another time or 

by another method. If the answer is no, please do not take the 

risk of meeting in person.  

 

Wishing all of you only the best and asking that you please take 

care of yourselves and your loved ones, 

 

Wayne Standerfer 

 

 

USSVI National Commander NEWS-01: National Office 

Notice 

Submitted by: Fred Borgman, National Office Manager on 

3/19/2020 

 

Shipmates: 

 

Due to Corononavirus concerns, the USSVI National Office 

may need to close if the staff needs to stay home. Most of us 

can work remotely from home. If you need to contact the Of-

fice, use an e-mail to ussvi@telebyte.net and we will respond. 

Fred Borgmann 

USSVI National Office  

 

NEWS-01: USSVCF Message 

Submitted by: John E. Markiewicz, USSVCF President on 

3/24/2020 

 

JOHN E. MARKIEWICZ 

PRESIDENT 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS 

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

 

We all now are aware the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic 

has severely impacted the operation of our USSVI Bases and 

our Charitable Foundation as well as society in general. Just 

about all events have been cancelled or postponed, meetings 

and gatherings of more than 10 people have been discouraged, 

and in some cases prohibited, parks and beaches have been 

closed and we have all been advised to avoid travel that is not 

absolutely essential. So, what are we going to do to help our 

members, their families, and other submarine veterans who are 

housebound or otherwise unable to fend for themselves? What 

can our Bases and the CF do in this age of COVID-19? A term 

that I am hearing a lot lately is “Buddy Check”, does your Base 

have a phone tree?  

 

See USSVI National News, Page 14 

 

mailto:ussvi@telebyte.net


14  

Vol. 24 Issue 2 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Apr—May—Jun 2020 

 

USSVI National News 

Continued from  Page 13 

 

Are your Officers calling their membership to check on 

how they are holding up and if they need any assistance or 

if they know of family or other submarine veterans that 

need assistance? Sending out emails and posting on your 

websites is fine for getting the word out on who to contact 

and where/how to get assistance, however, the personal 

call or “Buddy Check” is a very important tool to reach out 

to those who may not know what to do or how to get help. 

Remember many of our older submarine veterans may not 

use email or the internet and are not getting the infor-

mation being put out and they are often the ones that need 

our help the most. 

 

Many of our members, their families and other submarine 

veterans need help in getting to the stores or getting food 

and medicines delivered to them, many of them have no 

way to get to the Doctor or other appointments. In short, 

volunteer opportunities are available and very much need-

ed. Our Base members do not have to sit around home 

feeling helpless and with nothing to do while everything is 

shut down. Our members could be reaching out, as much 

as they are able, and offering our help in any way that they 

can. Our Bases and members should be doing this sort of 

thing all the time, it is part of what we are all about, but 

especially now when so many are in crisis and the normal 

avenues for assistance may not be available. 

 

Your Charitable Foundation is available to help as well 

and can provide financial assistance in matching the funds 

provided by the Base to assist or, in case by case situa-

tions, by providing direct grants. If your Base becomes 

aware of needed financial assistance beyond what they 

may be able to provide, they should contact the Brother-

hood Fund Manager, Ken Nichols, who will evaluate the 

need and discuss what assistance he can provide. If the 

need exceeds that which he can provide, he can bring it to 

the CF Board through the CF Treasurer for further consid-

eration. 

 

NEWS-01: USSVI 2020 Convention Information. Extreme-

ly important. 

Submitted by: Wayne Standerfer, National Commander on 

4/19/2020 

 

Shipmates, 

 

This bulletin is being sent to make you aware of the actions 

your National Board of Directors is taking to determine wheth-

er our 2020 National Convention will be conducted as planned 

or rescheduled for a later time. When it became apparent that 

COVID-19 had started to infiltrate our country, the National 

Board of Directors and 2020 Convention Committee members 

began the process of putting a “Plan B” in place to address the 

possibility of being forced to reschedule our upcoming Nation-

al Convention.  

From the very beginning the major guiding factor for our deci-

sion has been the assurance that the health of our aging mem-

bers and their guests would not be compromised. An additional 

condition that had to be given consideration was our contract 

with the host hotel and how they would respond if we decided 

not to hold our convention during the time frame specified in 

our agreement. 

Note: National Convention Chairman Richard “Ozzie” Osen-

toski has negotiated a final decision date of May 15th with the 

host hotel. A teleconference of the National BOD’s and several 

other convention planning committee members was conducted 

on Friday April 17th, with the purpose of discussing what crite-

ria would be used in making a final decision regarding the con-

vention. The teleconference closed with an agreement that we 

would comply with the host hotel’s requested deadline date of 

May 15th to make our final decision. On May 15th, we will 

reconvene and make the final decision, which will immediately 

be communicated to the membership. Folks, you can rest as-

sured that the paramount factor in our decision will be the mini-

mization of any potential exposure that could be damaging to 

your health. 

Let me emphasize: The National BOD’s voting members will 

be the ones that make this decision and there are reasons this 

deadline of May 15th must be observed, specifically complying 

with the host hotel’s request.  

Wishing all of you only the best and please stay safe, 

 

Wayne Standerfer 

USSVI National Commander 

Tacking on dolphins – Extinct tradition of punching a newly qualified submariner’s dolphins onto their chest. Unfortunately, 

some got carried away and punch too hard causing injury and making the act a hazing incident. Tacking on dolphins is consid-

ered taboo in today’s submarine force. 
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Holland Club 

Bremerton Base Holland Club Chair Dick Litscher has 

announced that the following Base Members are eligible 

for induction into the Holland Club. Presentations will be 

conducted in the future. 

 

SKCS (SS) Florentino Estoque Jr.  

USS Caiman (SS 323) – qualified 1970 

SKC (SS) Frederick Green  

USS James Madison (SSBN 627) – qualified 1970 

FTGC SS) Donald V. Jassek  

USS Stonewall Jackson (SSBN 634) – qualified 1970 

STSC (SS) Richard E. Maddy  

USS Haddock (SSN 621) – qualified 1970 

LCDR David W. Niemy  

USS Mariano G Vallejo (SSBN 658) – qualified 1970 

CWO2 Radford II  

USS Gudgeon (SS/AGSS 567) – qualified 1964 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at 
All Star Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to 
drpittman@wavecable.com  

Gabriel came to the Lord and said, "I have to talk to you. We have some Sub Sailors up here who are causing problems.  

They are swinging on the pearly gates, my horn is missing, breakfast SOS is all over their robes, they’re racing the chariots, 

and they are wearing dixie cups and piss cutters instead of their halos. They refuse to keep the ladder to heaven clean.  

There are beer cans all over the place. Some of them are walking around with just one wing." 

The Lord said, "Sub Sailors are Submariners, Gabriel. Heaven is home to all my children. If you want to know about real 

problems, call the Devil." 

The Devil answered the phone, "Hello? Hold on a minute." 

The Devil returned to the phone, "O.K., I'm back. What can I do for you?" 

Gabriel replied, "I just want to know what kind of problems you're having down there." 

The Devil said, "Hold on again. I need to check on something." 

After about 5 minutes the Devil returned to the phone and said, "I'm back. Now what was the question?" 

Gabriel said, "What kind of problems are you having down there?" 

The Devil said, "Man, I don't believe this.... Hold on." 

This time the Devil was gone 15 minutes. He returned and said, "I'm sorry Gabriel, I can't talk right now. Those damn A-

Gangers have put out my fire and are trying to install air conditioning." 

MMCM (SS) Larry G. Warthen  

USS Alexander Hamilton (SSBN 617) – qualified 1970 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
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Honor, tradition and torpedo tubes: 

The unique way the Navy performs 

burials under the sea  

By BROCK VERGAKIS THE VIRGINIAN -PILOT 

| DEC 30, 2017  

 

The Navy is a tradition-bound military service, and few tra-

ditions are as important as burials at sea. 

Perhaps the most unique services occur aboard submarines 

that spend the majority of their time under water. Submarine 

Force Atlantic said it is preparing for burials at sea on sever-

al Norfolk-based subs in the next few months. 

 

One will be for submarine veteran Marcus White, who 

served on seven war patrols in the Pacific theater during 

World War II and the Korean War, and was awarded the 

Bronze Star medal with the "V" device for valor, signifying 

it was earned in combat. 

 

White was 95 when he died in June. The USS Newport 

News will commit him and his wife, Mary Miles White, who 

died seven years earlier, to the sea sometime this year. 

White's son, Marcus White Jr. of Chesapeake, said his father 

loved being a submariner and that he's fulfilling his father's 

wishes. The Navy allows active-duty sailors, veterans and 

their family members to be buried at sea. 

 

The chaplain for the Navy's Norfolk-based submarine squad-

ron, Lt. Cmdr. Richard Smothers, spoke with The Virginian-

Pilot about what makes burial ceremonies aboard subs spe-

cial. 

 

Releasing of cremains 

Unlike larger ships such as aircraft carriers that can accom-

modate caskets, all submarine burials at sea involve cre-

mains. They also must occur at least 3 miles from shore. 

 

Smothers said burials at sea aboard a sub primarily occur in 

two ways. If the weather is nice, a sub will surface, come to 

a stop and conduct a ceremony topside that involves raising 

a flag the family can keep, reading any scriptures the family 

requests and firing a 21-gun salute. 

 

A member of the crew will then pour the ashes overboard. 

Chaplains don't serve aboard subs, and the service is usually 

led by a lay leader. 

 

Smothers said the sub's commanding officer usually will ad-

dress the crew from an onboard communications system so 

everyone can learn about the deceased . If the weather isn't 

good enough for a full topside ceremony, the cremains can be 

poured overboard in a smaller ceremony from a ship's sail, the 

tall structure on the topside of the sub. 

The other option involves releasing ashes underwater through 

a torpedo tube while the sub is moving. Smothers said this is a 

popular option among those who served as torpedomen. 

 

"I know it sounds amazing or strange, but it does happen, and 

it can be done very honorably, very respectfully," he said. 

 

Smothers said the crew will clean the torpedo tube's surface 

and place the cremains inside. After the burial, the family will 

usually receive a letter of condolence and appreciation from 

the sub's commanding officer and a chart showing the GPS 

coordinates where the cremains were released. 

 

Custody of the fallen 

The Navy accommodates requests for burials at sea when it 

can, but it's not always a speedy process. A ship's operational 

schedule takes priority, and it can be months between the re-

quest and the burial. In White's case, that also allowed for a 

traditional memorial service long before his cremains were set 

to sail from Norfolk. 

 

For a burial at sea aboard a Norfolk-based sub, Smothers said 

a family will first provide cremains to Naval Medical Center 

Portsmouth. A religious program specialist in the submarine 

force will take custody of the cremains and examine sub 

schedules to find the best fit. 

 

If former submariners spent most of their time in a certain 

home port such as Groton, Conn., or Kings Bay, Ga., they'll 

try to find a sub based there. Otherwise, they'll find the best 

available schedule. Family members will be allowed onto Na-

val Station Norfolk or another base to watch the sub depart – 

it's rare for an outsider to know when a sub is departing. 

 

Smothers said a religious program specialist will board the sub 

with the cremains and transfer them to the executive officer or 

chief of the boat, where they will be safely locked in a state 

room until the burial. 

 

Smothers said the Norfolk squadron typically performs about 

a dozen burials at sea a year. 

 

See Honor and Traditions, Page 17 

https://www.pilotonline.com/vp-user_569ea0a2-8425-11e5-86d9-ef5ff1939894-staff.html#nt=byline
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Honor, tradition and torpedo tubes: 

The unique way the Navy performs 

burials under the sea  

 

 

Continued from  Page 16 

 

Crew connection 

The submarine force is a small, tight-knit, all-volunteer com-

munity that values tradition and respects its forerunners. In 

some cases, subs will perform a burial where a sub sank so a 

former submariner can be committed to the deep with some 

of his former crew members or the sub where he served. 

 

Smothers also said it's not uncommon for family members to 

request someone who holds the same job their loved one did 

participate in the ceremony. 

 

"I think burials at sea, that's one of the ways we not only just 

honor those families and their service, but we reactivate our 

commitment and our appreciation for serving," Smothers 

said. "It's a real privilege to be a part of. … Every sub that's 

ever been part of a burial at sea has thanked us and said, 

'Hey, we appreciate being able to do this.' It's an honor." 

 

About Marcus White 

White served on the USS Scamp in World War II and trans-

ferred to another submarine shortly before it was sunk by 

Japanese bombs in 1944 on its eighth combat patrol. Before 

that, the Scamp sank six ships and damaged eight. White 

was one of the last living crew members who served aboard 

the Scamp. 

 

Marcus Jr. said he learned at his father's funeral that he had 

long suffered from survivor's guilt. He said his father had al-

ways been a proud submariner and was active in the subma-

riner veterans community even after becoming a science teach-

er, but didn't often talk about his time during the war. 

 

White said he wasn't sure why his father was awarded the 

Bronze Star but said it may relate to one of the few stories his 

father told him after he asked about a flimsy raincoat he found. 

He said his father told him that after the Scamp sank a Japa-

nese ship, the commanding officer needed someone to swim to 

the wreckage and look for survivors. His father volunteered. 

He didn't find any, but he found a package wrapped in a rain-

coat on the lifeboat. He said it contained Japanese code books, 

which were taken back to Pearl Harbor; his father kept the rain-

coat. "My dad absolutely loved the Navy and he loved the sub-

marine force and would have been a career submariner had it 

not been for meeting my mom and deciding that he felt raising 

a family that he needed to be there most of the time," White 

said. "His ashes are with my mom's ashes getting ready to go 

Silent Service: Dace and Darter In Palawan Passage. 

1950's US Navy Film + bonus vets reunion video https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=24VvBQ2FpbU  

Silent Service S01 E09: Five Ring Circus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ngb5_JChxac&feature=emb_rel_end   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24VvBQ2FpbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24VvBQ2FpbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngb5_JChxac&feature=emb_rel_end
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngb5_JChxac&feature=emb_rel_end
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Sub Tales – Stories That Seldom Surface  

   The authors of Poopie Suits & Cowboy Boots would like to 

thank you, the veterans of the US Submarine Force, for help-

ing to make our first book “Poopie Suits & Cowboy Boots” 

achieve our goal of donating $25,000 to our own USSVI 

Scholarship Fund.  

In fact, because of your support, we have surpassed this goal.  

The total contributions at this point are well over $27,000.   

So, Thank You.  

We are pleased to announce our second book in the series, 

“Sub Tales – Stories That Seldom Surface”.  As the name 

implies, it is a collection of 30 stories that are not well 

known, but they are illustrative of the grit, bravery, and inge-

nuity of US submariners.  

This book continues our mission to educate the public on the 

Silent Service. All that we did. All that we endured that has 

been hidden for so long.  

We switched publishers to Amazon, and their product is 

amazing. Crystal clear pictures, an e-book with changeable 

font size, and more.  Plus, it is easier to order.  

Plus, we made it available in 4 formats.   Kindle and Soft 

Cover on Amazon.  Nook Reader on Barnes & Noble, and 

ibook.   

You can learn more about Sub Tales by going to our website   

subtales.com    

Because of the higher costs of using Amazon, $5 from each 

sale will be donated to the Scholarship Fund.    

You can easily order the book from the website   sub-

tales.com.  The e-Book in any format is only $9.99. The soft 

cover version is $19.99. You get free shipping if you have 

Amazon Prime.  

So please, go there and order a book for your enjoyment, and 

if you think it might make a good gift for your Dad, brother, 

other family member, or even a good  friend,  Frank Hood 

has sent me another document explaining, step-by-step, how 

you can  do that.  If you would like me to email it to you, 

please just let me know after our meeting.  

Also, Poopie Suits & Cowboy Boots has been rewritten with 

even clearer explanations and a greatly expanded Glossary. It 

also is now available on Amazon, with their crystal-clear 

photos, and also as an e-book.  It has been highly endorsed by 

many sub vets. If you have not ordered one for yourself, or if 

you liked it so much you would like to get it as a gift, you can 

get it from Amazon.  

Both the authors, Charles Hood and Frank Hood deeply ap-

preciate (no pun intended) your support and hope that you 

will visit the website subtales.com and check out the new 

book for yourself.  

Our National leadership has endorsed this book and hopes it 

can continue to add to the Scholarship Fund so more deserv-

ing children or grandchildren of submarine vets can benefit.  

And as before, Charles nor I are taking one red cent from this 

project. On the soft cover only, we make a small profit of 

$1.11, but that goes to defer the several thousand dollars we 

each have spent over the past 2 years promoting this project.  

 

Thank You for your support. Go to https://subtales.com/ 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Click on the 

book cover to order from 

Amazon. 

 

B.F.H. - Big F*cking Hammer. Also see Torpedoman’s 

Tweeker. 

https://subtales.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Sub-Tales-Stories-Seldom-Surface/dp/1673795285/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IJMEGV5ERXP0&keywords=sub+tales+stories+that+seldom+surface&qid=1580763401&sprefix=sub+tales+%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-1
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Famous Navy Ships: The USS Tang 

The USS Tang (SS 306) was America’s most successful sub-

marine until it was sunk by one of its own torpedoes. Clayton 

Decker was one of only eight seamen who survived the sink-

ing. 

 

by Flint Whitlock 

Flint Whitlock, author of numerous 

articles and books on World War II, 

writes from Denver, Colorado.  

Originally Published December 28, 

2016 

Updated February 20, 2016 

 

 

During World War II, the United 

States employed 288 submarines, the vast majority of which 

raided Japanese shipping in the Pacific, thus preventing the 

enemy’s vital supplies and reinforcements from reaching the 

far-flung island battlefields. One of the most outstanding of 

those 288 submarines was the USS Tang, launched on August 

16, 1943, at the Mare Island (Calif.) Navy Yard. Her com-

mander, Richard O’Kane, a 1934 graduate of the Naval Acad-

emy, would earn the Medal of Honor and the Tang would 

receive two Presidential Unit Citations. Only one other sub-

marine was so honored. 

Malfunctioning torpedoes plagued the Navy throughout much 

of World War II; “fish” that veered off course or failed to 

detonate when they struck their targets were not uncommon. 

On March 26, 1944, while on her fourth war patrol off Palau, 

the USS Tullibee became the first American submarine in 

World War II to be sunk by one of her own torpedoes. Of the 

80-man crew, only one survived. 

The only other submarine to be sunk by a wayward torpedo 

was the Tang. On her fifth war patrol, October 24, 1944, be-

tween China and Formosa (today Taiwan), an errant torpedo 

circled back and sank her, killing most of her crew. One of 

only eight men to escape was Motor Machinist’s Mate Clay-

ton Decker. 

 

 

Motor Machinist’s Mate Clayton Decker’s Story  

https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/2017/02/20/famous-navy-

ships-the-uss-tang/  

If you ever testify in court, you might wish you could  

have been as sharp as this policeman. He was being  

cross-examined by a defense attorney during a felony  

trial. The lawyer was trying to undermine the police  

officer's credibility..... 

Q: 'Officer --- did you see my client fleeing the scene?' 

A: 'No, sir. But I subsequently observed a person matching  

the description of the offender, running several blocks away.' 

Q: 'Officer, who provided this description?' 

A: 'The officer who responded to the scene.' 

Q: 'A fellow officer provided the description of this so-called  

offender. Do you trust your fellow officers?' 

A: 'Yes, sir. With my life.' 

Q: 'With your life? Let me ask you this then officer. Do you  

have a room where you change your clothes in preparation  

for your daily duties?' 

A: 'Yes sir, we do!' 

Q: 'And do you have a locker in the room?' 

A: 'Yes, sir, I do.' 

Q: 'And do you have a lock on your locker?' 

A: 'Yes, sir.' 

Q: 'Now, why is it, officer, if you trust your fellow officers 

with  

your life, you find it necessary to lock your locker in a room  

you share with these same officers?' 

A: 'You see, sir, we share the building with the court com-

plex, and  

sometimes lawyers have been known to walk through that 

room. 

'The courtroom EXPLODED with laughter, and a prompt 

recess  

was called. The officer on the stand has been nominated for 

this  

year's 'Best Comeback' line -- and we think he'll win. 

https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/2017/02/20/famous-navy-ships-the-uss-tang/
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/2017/02/20/famous-navy-ships-the-uss-tang/
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/2017/02/20/famous-navy-ships-the-uss-tang/
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BAP Angamos (SS-31) is one of two Type 209/1200 sub-

marines ordered by the Peruvian Navy on August 12, 1976. 

She was built by the German shipbuilder Howaldtswerke 

Deutsche Werft AG at its shipyard in Kiel. She was origi-

nally named Casma after a battle which took place between 

naval forces of Peru and Chile on January 12, 1839. Fol-

lowing sea trials in the North Sea, she arrived to its 

homeport of Callao in 1981. After a major overhaul by Ser-

vicio Industrial de la Marina at Callao in 1998, she was 

renamed Angamos after the battle of the same name which 

took place on October 8, 1879. 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAP_Angamos_(SS-31)  

BAP Angamos (SS-31)  Submarine Drug Runners 

191101-N-LQ653-0355 

PACIFIC OCEAN (Nov. 1, 2019) An MH-60R Sea 

Hawk helicopter from the Magicians of Helicopter Mar-

itime Strike Squadron (HSM) 35 conducts a hoist exer-

cise with the Peruvian navy submarine BAP Angamos 

(SS-31) off the coast of San Clemente Island. HSM-35 is 

conducting antisubmarine warfare training to maintain 

readiness by utilizing a live submarine. (U.S. Navy pho-

to by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick 

W. Menah Jr./Released) 

By Mitchell McCluskey and Nicole Chavez, CNN 

Updated 7:20 PM ET, Thu February 20, 2020  

 

(CNN)More than 5 tons of drugs were seized off the coast of 

Panama after authorities spotted what appeared to be a semi-

submersible vessel, the country's ministry of public security 

said.  

Officers with Panama's National Aeronaval Service were pa-

trolling the country's territorial waters Wednesday and found 

the "homemade" vessel near the province of Bocas del Toro, 

officials said.  

Authorities seized more than 5 tons of drugs inside the vessel 

and arrested four Colombian citizens, the ministry said. 

No more information about the people arrested was immedi-

ately available. 

The ministry did not specify what type of drugs were seized in 

the raid, but smugglers have previously been caught using 

similar vessels to transport cocaine into the United States and 

Europe. 

Once in the water, the drug submarines are difficult to detect 

without prior intelligence or aircraft to spot them from above. 

The vessel was carrying more than 5 tons of drugs 

near Panama, authorities said. 

YUMMY! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_209_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peruvian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howaldtswerke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howaldtswerke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Casma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_trial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Callao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Angamos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAP_Angamos_(SS-31)
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/nicole-chavez
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USS Pickerel (SS-177)  

Lost on April 3, 1943 with the loss of 74 

officers and men while on her 7th war 

patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The 

exact cause of her loss has never been 

determined, but her OP area contained 

numerous minefields.  

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pickerel-177-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pickerel-177.htm 

  

 

 

 

USS Snook (SS-279)  

Lost on April 8, 1945 with the loss of 88 

officers and men while on her 9th war 

patrol. Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese 

tonnage sunk and is tied for 9th in the 

number of ships sunk. She was lost near 

Hainan Island, possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-snook-279-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-snook-279.htm 

 

 

 

USS Thresher (SSN-593)  

Lost on April 10, 1963 with the 

loss of 112 crew members and 17 

civilian technicians during deep-

diving exercises. 15 minutes after 

reaching test depth, she communi-

cated with USS Skylark that she 

was having problems. Skylark 

heard noises "like air rushing into 

an air tank" - then, silence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subse-

quently recovered bits of debris, including gloves and bits of inter-

nal insulation. Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the subma-

rine had broken up, taking all hands on board to their deaths in 

1,400 fathoms of water, some 220 miles east of Boston. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Thresher_(SSN-593) 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-thresher-593.htm 

 

 

 

USS Gudgeon (SS-211)  

Lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss of 80 

men off Saipan. Winner of 5 Presidential 

Unit Citations, Gudgeon was on her 12th 

war patrol and most likely due to a com-

bined air and surface antisubmarine at-

tack. Gudgeon was the first US submarine 

to go on patrol from Pearl Harbor after the 

Japanese attack. On her first patrol, she became the first US subma-

rine to sink an enemy warship, picking off the submarine I-173.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-gudgeon-211-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-gudgeon-211.htm 

 

 

 

USS Grenadier (SS-210)  

Lost on April 22, 1943 near Penang, with 

no immediate loss of life. She was on her 

6th war patrol. While stalking a convoy, she 

was spotted by a plane and dove. While 

passing 130 feet, the plane dropped a bomb 

causing severe damage. She was lodged on 

the bottom 270 feet and the crew spent hours fighting fires and 

flooding. When she surfaced, she had no propulsion and was at-

tacked by another plane, which her crew shot down. But when ene-

my ships arrived, the CO abandoned ship and scuttle the boat. Of 

the 61 crew members taken prisoner, 57 survived the war. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grenadier-210-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grenadier-210.htm 

 

 

 

USS Lagarto (SS 371) 

Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 88 

men near the Gulf of Siam. On her 2nd 

war patrol, she is believed to have been 

lost to a radar equipped minelayer. This 

minelayer was sunk by the USS Hawk-

bill two weeks later. 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-lagarto-371-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-lagarto-371.htm 

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  
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USS Scorpion (SSN 589) 

While returning to Norfolk, VA from a 

Mediterranean deployment, on May 22, 

1968 she reported her position to be about 

50 miles south of the Azores. Scorpion 

was never heard from again. The exact 

cause of her loss has never been determined. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29  

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-scorpion-589.htm 

 

 

USS Squalus (SS 192)  

Lost on May 23, 1939 due to a cata-

strophic valve failure during a test 

dive off the Isle of Shoals. Partially 

flooded, the submarine sank to the bot-

tom and came to rest keel down in 240 

feet of water. Commander Charles 

Momsen and Navy divers on the USS 

Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 33 survivors use the diving bell he invent-

ed. 26 men drowned in the after compartments. Later Squalus was 

raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an ironic 

turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier carrying sur-

viving crew members from Sculpin, which had located Squalus in 

1939. Only one of survived after spending the rest of the war as 

slave laborers in Japan. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192) 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-squalus-192.htm 

  

 

USS Herring (SS-233)  

Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss 

of 80 men near Matsuwa Island. 

Herring was on her 8th war patrol 

and was conducting a surface attack 

when a shore battery spotted her 

and made two direct hits on her 

conning tower and causing her loss. Before being sunk, she 

had sank a freighter and a passenger-cargoman. Herring was 

the only US submarine sunk by a land battery.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-herring-233-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-herring-233.htm 

 

USS R-12 (SS-89)  

Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men 

near Key West, FL during a practice torpedo 

approach. The cause was probably due to 

flooding through a torpedo tube. The CO and 

two other men on the bridge survived, as did 

18 crew members on liberty at the time of the 

accident.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-r-12-89-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-r-12-89.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

USS Golet (SS-361)  

Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. 

On her 2nd war patrol, Golet was apparently 

lost in battle with antisubmarine forces north of 

Honshu.  

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-golet-361-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-golet-361.htm 

 

 

 

USS Bonefish (SS-223)  

Lost on June 19, 1945 with the loss of 85 

men when sunk near Suzu Misaki. Winner of 

3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish was on her 

8th war patrol. After sinking a passenger-

cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a sav-

age depth charge attack.  

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223-loss.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Scorpion_%28SSN-589%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sailfish_(SS-192)
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USS S-27 (SS-132)  

Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off 

Amchitka Island. She was on the surface in 

poor visibility, charging batteries and drifted 

into the shoals. When she could not be freed 

and started listing, the captain got the entire 

crew to shore (400 yards).  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-27-132-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-27-132.htm 

 

 

USS 0-9 (SS-70)  

Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 

34 men when it foundered off Isle of 

Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_O-

9_(SS-70) 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-o-

9-70.htm 

 

 

 

 

USS Runner (SS-275)  

Lost between June 26th and July 4th 

1943 with the loss of 78 men. Runner 

was on her 3rd war patrol probably due 

to a mine. Prior to her loss, she reported 

sinking a freighter and a passenger-

cargoman off the Kuriles. This boat's last 

known ship sunk happened on June 26th, 

so she probably hit that mine on or after that date but before July 

4th, when she was scheduled back at Midway.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-runner-275-loss.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-runner-275.htm  

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—April through June Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

John Shelton Parker 

Rank/Rate: Radioman, Third Class 

Service Number: 647 03 20 

Birth Date: July 19, 1920 

From: New York 

Decorations: Purple Heart 

Submarine: USS Snook (SS 279) 

Loss Date: April 9, 1945 

Location: Near 18° 40' N x 110° 40' E 

Circumstances: Lost at sea, cause unknown 

Remarks: John was born in Jackson, Mississippi. 

 

Photo courtesy of  Paul W. Wittmer   

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/parker-j-s.htm  

 

The Chaplain’s Report 

Eternal Patrol 

Stephen G. Hyman  

George Arnold Tweter  

With their departure on Eternal Pa-

trol, let it be known we have lost 

two more  heroes. Sailors, Rest your 

oar. 

National Submarine Memorial 

Tolling the Boats 
 

https://
submarinememorial.org/

tolltheboats.html 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-snook-279-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/parker-j-s.htm
https://submarinememorial.org/tolltheboats.html
https://submarinememorial.org/tolltheboats.html
https://submarinememorial.org/tolltheboats.html
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There were mines in the vicinity of Sakeshima Gunto, but 

SNOOK had information of these, which had been gained from 

captured enemy documents. It is improbable that she would have 

gone into the minefields unless intentionally to rescue a downed 

aviator. She was not asked to penetrate any minefield in effect-

ing any rescue. 

A number of enemy submarine contacts were reported in the 

vicinity of SNOOK's lifeguard station during the period in which 

her loss occurred. During April and May 1945, five Japanese 

submarines were sunk in the Nansei Shoto chain. The circum-

stances surrounding SNOOK's loss suggest the possibility that 

one of these lost submarines may have torpedoed her while she 

was surfaced during her lifeguard duties and it was not reported. 

It is known that such tactics were suggested to Japanese subma-

rine commanders by their superiors. 

No attacks had been reported by SNOOK prior to her loss on this 

patrol. She was, however, responsible for sinking 22 enemy 

ships, totaling 123,600 tons and damaging 10 ships, for 63,200 

tons, on her eight patrols prior to her loss. Her first patrol was 

from mid-April to the latter part of May 1943, along the China 

Coast from Formosa to the Empire. She sank four freighters, a 

patrol craft, a sampan and a trawler. In her second patrol, 

SNOOK covered the East China Sea area. She sank two freight-

ers and damaged two tankers, one of the latter being a very large 

ship. During her third patrol, SNOOK covered areas in both the 

Yellow and East China Seas, and sank a transport and freighter, 

and damaged a sub chaser. Her fourth patrol was along the Em-

pire trade routes to the south. Here she sank two freighters and 

damaged three more. 

 

See USS Snook, Page 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol  

The Loss of USS Snook (SS-279) 

Compiled by Paul W. Wittmer and Charles R. Hinman, 

originally from: U.S. Submarine Losses World War II, 

NAVPERS 15,784, 1949 ISSUE 

 

SNOOK (CDR J. F. Walling) departed Guam on 25 March 

1945 in company with BURRFISH (SS-312) and BANG 

(SS-385) to carry out a coordinated patrol with Commander 

Walling commanding the group. They were to patrol Luzon 

Strait, the south coast of China, and the east coast of Hai-

nan, and to perform lifeguard duties if so directed by des-

patch. SNOOK returned to Guam for emergency repairs on 

25 March, and departed on 28 March to rejoin her group. 

The patrol was SNOOK's ninth. 

In accordance with her orders, weather reports were re-

ceived daily from SNOOK as she proceeded westward until 

1 April, when she was told to discontinue making them. On 

the same date, SNOOK was directed to proceed westward to 

join a coordinated attack group under Commander Cassedy 

in TIGRONE. BANG and BURRFISH already had been 

assigned lifeguard stations, and were not available for the 

attack group as originally planned. 

Although the last message received from SNOOK by shore 

bases was on 1 April, TIGRONE was in contact with her 

until 8 April, at which time SNOOK's position was 18° 

40'N, 111° 39'E. On 9 April TIGRONE was unable to raise 

her by radio, nor was she ever able to afterwards. 

TIGRONE being unable to raise her may be explained by 

the fact that on 10 April SNOOK was directed to move east-

ward toward Luzon Strait, and on 12 April she was ordered 

to lifeguard duty for British carrier based air strikes. Her 

position for this duty was in the vicinity of Sakeshima Gun-

to, about 200 miles east of northern Formosa. No acknowl-

edgement for these orders was required. On 20 April the 

Commander of a British carrier task force reported he had a 

plane down in SNOOK's vicinity, but could not contact her 

by radio. SNOOK was ordered to search the area and to 

acknowledge these orders. When she failed to make a trans-

mission, BANG was sent to make the search and to rendez-

vous with SNOOK. Although BANG arrived on the scene 

and rescued three aviators, she saw nothing of SNOOK. 

When SNOOK had not appeared or been heard from by 16 

May, she was reported as presumed lost on her ninth patrol. 

Japanese anti-submarine attack reports available at this time 

give no information of an attack which might have been on 

SNOOK.  
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On Eternal Patrol  

The Loss of USS Snook (SS 279) 

Continued from  Page 24 

 

SNOOK went to the East China Sea again on her fifth pa-

trol, and sank four freighters and a freighter-transport, while 

she damaged a fifth freighter. In the same area on her sixth 

patrol, SNOOK damaged one freighter. Her seventh patrol 

was in the Luzon Strait area and the northern South China 

Sea. She sank three freighters and damaged a fourth freight-

er and an unidentified vessel. SNOOK patrolled the Kurile 

region north of Japan on her eighth patrol, but contacted 

only three ships. Two were Russian and the other was not 

able to be attacked. 

 

Google Map image of the general area in which 

USS Snook is assumed to have been lost—click on 

the map! 

 

Read the following sites for additional information regard-

ing the USS Snook. 

 

Personal Website 

https://vgregorini.wixsite.com/snook279/related-links 

  

Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum 

http://aimmuseum.org/uss-snook-memorial/ 

Submarine Memorials-Deterrent Park  

Brick Application 

Don Bassler sends – Early on, 

several Subvets and active duty 

submariners were instrumental 

in creation of Deterrent Park 

(completed in 2000), which is 

the deck of the full-scale topside 

model of the USS Woodrow 

Wilson (SSBN 624) in front of 

the COMSUBGRU NINE head-

quarters on Naval Base Kitsap Bangor. Base members Mike 

Gray, Angus McColl and Tom Roper, among others, were ear-

ly leaders in creation of the park and recruiting others to pur-

chase bricks. A few years ago, I followed Mike and Tom and 

took on their duties with the help of a few others.  Some have 

moved on, and one has passed away (Mike Sullivan). Today, 

my principal assistants are base members Ron Lewis and Don 

Carpenter. The missile deck will hold about 5000 bricks, of 

which over 2500 engraved bricks have been installed to date. 

 

 The Next Brick Installation will be May 24th by Ron Lewis, 

Don Bassler, and crew – engraved bricks may be purchased 

through USSVI Bremerton Base (http://gertrude-check.org/

deterrentpark.htm) for a $40 donation per brick. 

 

 

 

Are you looking for YOUR brick(s)?  

Brick Locator http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/

bricklocator.pdf  

On Deck Locator http://deterrentpark.org/ondecklocator.pdf  

  

https://vgregorini.wixsite.com/snook279/related-links
http://aimmuseum.org/
http://aimmuseum.org/uss-snook-memorial/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Miyako-jima/@24.7514165,125.3415809,87924m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x34f450f11854a3ef:0x602e0677feb8a1a6!8m2!3d24.7673666!4d125.3246769
http://gertrude-check.org/deterrentpark.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/deterrentpark.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://deterrentpark.org/ondecklocator.pdf
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Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Don Bassler  

(mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com)  

Or call him at 360-602-0250 for details about advertising only. 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know someone who owns a business—OR do you own a business? The Puget Soundings (PS) would be a great place to 

advertise! The PS is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov) and reaches hundreds of subscribers through our digital edition.  

Contact Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman at  drpittman@wavecable.com  

 

 

We NEED Advertisers & Sponsors  

Newsletter Advertising Rates 

mailto:up-scope@wavecable.com
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 On December 17, 1944, USS Spot (SS 413) began her 

first war patrol along the China coast under the com-

mand of Cmdr. William Post Jr. In her first combat ac-

tion, she sunk two enemy trawlers in a gun attack on 

January 7, 1945. Between January 11 and 14, she sunk 

five enemy merchant vessels in three surface engage-

ments. On January 19, Spot sunk a freighter with one 

torpedo hit and, later, a tanker with two torpedo hits. 

 

The next day she attacked a trawler with her dwindling 

20mm ammunition. Cmdr. Post nosed Spot against the 

trawler and sent over a boarding party. The trawler sud-

denly began to sink. All men made it back aboard along 

with the sole Japanese survivor. 

 

Spot’s second war patrol was again off the China coast. 

On March 17, after torpedoing a cargo ship, radar de-

tected a convoy, so she gave chase. One torpedo struck a 

merchant ship before Spot had to vacate the area. One 

escort later found Spot on the surface and pursued. 

Cmdr. Post fled on the surface and engaged the overtak-

ing escort, a minesweeper, in a running gun battle while 

awaiting word from COMSUBPAC of having received 

an important radio transmission and hoping to find 

deeper water. With the escort close astern and having 

taken a severe beating from Spot’s 5” and 40mm guns, 

Spot finally received word from COMSUBPAC. She 

dived in 180 feet of water and evaded the minesweeper. 

 

On April 25, Spot’s crew noticed a cluster of buildings 

and radio towers behind a lighthouse on Kokuzan Is-

land. Spot opened fire with her 5” deck gun. The attack 

ignited an oil storage building, brought down one of the 

radio towers, and left several buildings ablaze. 

 

Spot’s third war patrol was comparatively uneventful, 

sinking two junks and taking aboard two prisoners. 

As reflected on her flag, Spot destroyed 16 merchant 

vessels, damaged a combatant, and shelled the radio  

station on Kokuzan. Not on her flag are the four battle 

stars the boat received for her WWII service. 

USS Spot (SS 413)  

As reflected on her flag, Spot destroyed 16 merchant vessels, 

damaged a combatant, and shelled the radio  

station on Kokuzan. Not on her flag are the four battle stars 

the boat received for her WWII service. 

How to be a SH*TBAG on the Boat  - WARNING—Graphic Language   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzI-SBH76xk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzI-SBH76xk
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Sunken Submarine USS Stickleback 

 A World War II 

era submarine 

sunk during a 

Cold War training 

exercise off the 

shores of Hawaii 

more than six 

decades ago has 

been discovered 

by a team of 

ocean explorers 

utilizing pioneer-

ing robotics and 

methods at the forefront of today's underwater technolo-

gy. 

USS Stickleback (SS 415), lost in nearly 11,000 feet of 

water 62 years ago, was discovered by veteran ocean ex-

plorer and Tiburon Subsea CEO Tim Taylor and his "Lost 

52 Project" team equipped with a combination of autono-

mous underwater vehicles (AUV), remotely operated ve-

hicles (ROV) and advanced photogrammetry imaging 

technology. 

In nine years, Taylor and his team have discovered six 

U.S. submarines and amassed the most comprehensive 

historical archaeological records to date. 

The WWII submarine Stickleback, commissioned on 

March 29, 1945, was deployed to Guam and began her 

first war patrol on August 6 when she departed for the Sea 

of Japan. She arrived the following week and began her 

patrol. During this timeframe, the atomic bombs had been 

dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and it was believed 

the war would end shortly. 

Stickleback had only been in the patrol area for two days 

when the cease-fire order was passed. She remained in the 

area and, on August 21, she sighted two bamboo rafts 

containing 19 survivors of a freighter. They were taken on 

board for 18 hours, given food, water, medical treatment, 

and set afloat again a short distance from one of the Japa-

nese islands. 

Stickleback returned to Guam on September 9, 1945. She 

departed for the United States the next day. She arrived in 

San Francisco and participated in the Third Fleet parade 

on September 28. After a short cruise to the Hawaiian 

Islands, Stickleback was decommissioned and placed in 

reserve on June 26, 1946. 

 

 

Stickleback was recommissioned on September 6, 1951 and 

served at San Diego as a training ship. It was decommissioned 

a second time on November 14, 1952 and converted into a 

Guppy IIA type submarine. Recommissioned on June 26, 1953, 

Stickleback joined Submarine Squadron 7 at Pearl Harbor. 

Stickleback supported the United Nations forces in Korea from 

February to July 1954 when she returned to Pearl Harbor. From 

1954 to 1957, she conducted intelligence gathering operations 

off of the Soviet Union. 

On May 28, 1958, Stickleback was participating in an antisub-

marine warfare exercise with the destroyer escort USS Silver-

stein (DE 534) and a torpedo retriever in the Hawaiian area. 

In the course of these drills, the submarine had just completed a 

simulated torpedo run on Silverstein and was diving to a safe 

depth when she lost power and descended uncontrolled to close 

to 800 feet. Emergency buoyancy ballast was added, and the 

boat ascended rapidly only to breach approximately 180 meters 

ahead of the destroyer escort. On the assent a flare could not be 

fired as crew had evacuated the aft torpedo room. The collision 

alarm sounded, and Silverstein backed full, put her rudder hard 

left but could not avoid a collision. The result of which was a 

hole to the submarine on her port side and loss of the subma-

rine. 

 

See USS Stickleback, Page 29 

 

 

 

USS Stickleback Collision with Destroyer Escort USS 

Silverstein (Photo: The Lost 52  Project)  

https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/hawaii
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/hawaii
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/imaging
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/imaging
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Sunken Submarine USS Stickleback 

Continued from  Page 28  

 

Remarkably there were no fatalities. The Stickleback's crew 

was removed by the torpedo retriever and combined efforts 

were made by several vessels to save the submarine. The 

rescue ships attached lines around her, but all compart-

ments flooded, and Stickleback sank in 3,300 meters of 

water. 

Stickleback is the third submarine to be discovered of the 

four US Navy submarines lost since the end of World War 

II. USS Cochino (SS 345), USS Thresher (SSN 593), and 

USS Scorpion (SSN 589) were also lost during the Cold 

War. 

"The Lost 52 Project continues to expand our work to 

search for additional lost WWII ships. Having just made 

the historical discovery of the USS Grayback and the final 

resting place of her 80 valiant crew offshore Japan, I am 

proud of this recent Cold War discovery which honors the 

men, their memory and their mission," Taylor said. 

"We're grateful for the respectful, nonintrusive work of the 

Lost 52 Project to locate and document the Navy's subma-

rine wrecks," said Dr. Bob Neyland, Naval History and 

Heritage Command's Underwater Archeology Branch head. 

"Each discovery assists the Naval History and Heritage 

Command in its mission to preserve and protect the Navy's 

sunken military craft and provides an opportunity to re-

member and honor the service of our Sailors and Marines." 

The Discovery of the Stickleback is part of the ongoing 

"Lost 52 Project" supported in part by STEP Ventures and 

has been recognized by JAMSTEC (Japan Agency for Ma-

rine-Earth Science and Technology) as the first and most 

comprehensive offshore underwater archaeological expedi-

tion in Japanese waters. 

 

USS Stickleback Submarine Discover Video - This video is 

about Lost 52 Project's discovery of the Cold War subma-

rine USS Stickleback (SS-415) Discovery offshore Honolu-

lu Hawaii. https://youtu.be/H36ysvYjPME 

 

 https://www.marinelink.com/news/sunken-submarine-

uss-stickleback-found-476470  

 

Links to Other USSVI Bases 

Albany-Saratoga Base  

https://www.albanysaratogasubvets.com/

index.htm  

 

Charleston USSVI Base www.ussvicb.org/  

 

Snug Harbor USSVI Base  

http://www.snugharborbase.com/home.asp  

McHale's Navy Theme Song HD  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=LclXFj7XQ54&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3yKEhsl

Zslk0xmIPszSU_2iJEXcqH5KOIU-

jY2klU5GkHMm_9MhZmCRxw  

Down Periscope Snapshot of a Scene 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPVfB7fi5s4 

http://www.snugharborbase.com/generic/Sounds.asp 

https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/japan-agency-for-marineearth-science
https://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/japan-agency-for-marineearth-science
https://youtu.be/H36ysvYjPME
https://www.marinelink.com/news/sunken-submarine-uss-stickleback-found-476470
https://www.marinelink.com/news/sunken-submarine-uss-stickleback-found-476470
https://www.albanysaratogasubvets.com/index.htm
https://www.albanysaratogasubvets.com/index.htm
http://www.ussvicb.org/
http://www.snugharborbase.com/home.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LclXFj7XQ54&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3yKEhslZslk0xmIPszSU_2iJEXcqH5KOIU-jY2klU5GkHMm_9MhZmCRxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LclXFj7XQ54&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3yKEhslZslk0xmIPszSU_2iJEXcqH5KOIU-jY2klU5GkHMm_9MhZmCRxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LclXFj7XQ54&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3yKEhslZslk0xmIPszSU_2iJEXcqH5KOIU-jY2klU5GkHMm_9MhZmCRxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LclXFj7XQ54&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3yKEhslZslk0xmIPszSU_2iJEXcqH5KOIU-jY2klU5GkHMm_9MhZmCRxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPVfB7fi5s4
http://www.snugharborbase.com/generic/Sounds.asp
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Bremerloes - Female of husky build and /or ugly as hell. Term originated at Bremerton, Washington base where they are 

rather common. Also know as Grotopotomus when in Groton, Connecticut. 

Military History Anniversaries—01 May 1972 

May 01 1972 – Vietnam War:  North Vietnamese troops cap-

ture Quang Tri   »   The first provincial capital taken during 

their ongoing offensive.  In this First Battle of Quan Tri On 

ARVN General Giai decided that any further defense of the 

city was pointless and that the ARVN should withdraw to a 

defensive line along the My Chanh River. As the 3rd Division 

headquarters departed the city in an armored convoy, the U.S. 

advisors remained in the Quảng Trị Citadel, however the 

command element finding Highway 1 blocked by refugees 

and PAVN ambushes soon returned to the Citadel and re-

quested helicopter evacuation. By late afternoon USAF heli-

copters from the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 

Squadron and Army helicopters evacuated all remaining forc-

es in the Citade. By 2 MAY all of Quảng Trị Province had 

fallen to the PAVN and they were threatening Huế  

  

     The fall of the city effectively gave the communists control 

of the entire province of Quang Tri. As the North Vietnamese 

prepared to continue their attack to the south, 80 percent of 

Hue’s population– already swollen by 300,000 refugees–fled 

to Da Nang to get out of the way. Farther south along the 

coast, three districts of Binh Dinh Province also fell, leaving 

about one-third of the province under communist control.  

  

     These attacks were part of the North Vietnamese Nguyen 

Hue Offensive (later called the “Easter Offensive”), a massive 

invasion by North Vietnamese forces designed to strike the 

blow that would win them the war. The attacking force in-

cluded 14 infantry divisions and 26 separate regiments, with 

more than 120,000 troops and approximately 1,200 tanks and 

other armored vehicles. The main North Vietnamese objec-

tives, in addition to Quang Tri in the north, were Kontum in 

the Central Highlands, and An Loc farther to the south.  

  

     Initially, the South Vietnamese defenders were almost 

overwhelmed, particularly in the northernmost provinces, 

where they abandoned their positions in Quang Tri. At Kon-

tum and An Loc, the South Vietnamese were more successful 

in defending against the attacks, but only after weeks of bitter 

fighting. Although the defenders suffered heavy casualties, 

they managed to hold their own with the aid of U.S. advisers 

and American airpower. Fighting continued all over South 

Vietnam into the summer months, but eventually the South 

Vietnamese forces prevailed against the invaders, retaking 

Quang Tri in September. With the communist invasion blunt-

ed, President Nixon declared that the South Vietnamese victo-

ry proved the viability of his Vietnamization program, which 

he had instituted in 1969 to increase the combat capability of 

the South Vietnamese armed forces so U.S. troops could be 

withdrawn.  

  

http://www.veteransresources.org/wp-content/

uploads/2020/05/Military-History-Anniversaries-0501-thru-

051519.pdf  

 

Easter Offensive 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Offensive#I_Corps_–

_Quảng_Trị  

 

 

http://www.veteransresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Military-History-Anniversaries-0501-thru-051519.pdf
http://www.veteransresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Military-History-Anniversaries-0501-thru-051519.pdf
http://www.veteransresources.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Military-History-Anniversaries-0501-thru-051519.pdf
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Go to page 8  to continue 

Bremerton Base Supporters—2020 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit  Citation 

$1—$19.99 $20—$29.99 $30—$49.99 $50—$99.99 $100+ 

Henry Fishel (S) 

Mike Wright (S)   

Mike VanDeCar (S)    

William Reher (S)   

Ken LeMay (S)  

William Mead (S)  

Don Bassler (S) 

Robert Hulet (S) 

Mike Gray (S)  

Warner Anderson (S) 

Steve Corcoran (G)  

Robert Springer (S) 

John Hertzberg (S) 

Dick Litscher (S) 

Bruce Carman (S) 

Catherine Kaiser (S)   

Dennis Anderson (S)  

John Lynch (S) 

  

 

  

Gary Kaiser (S) 

Dave Bowman (G) 

John Clear (S) 

Jack Hamilton (S)   

Steven Slaton (S)  

Jim Foote (S) 

Bud Atkins (S)  

Robert Liland (S) 

 Michael Williamson (S) 

  

Earl Henson (S)    

Dennis Nardone (S)  

Paul Christofferson (S)  

Richard Chwasczewski (S)  

Michael Sincich (S)   

Don Bassler (G) 

Dennis Nardone (G)  

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar Donation (C) 
General Fund (G) 

Scholarship Fund (S)  

Banging Air – Air Charge. 

Voted The Most Realistic American Submarine Movie  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qt7dyhB-jg  

 

David Hoffman  You can get this film here - http://www.amazon.com/dp/

B0001LQL6A . I made this one hour primetime television special in 1986. At the 

time, it was a big deal for the Navy to let me on one of their submarines. I love the 

experience and the submariners. This documentary won the blue ribbon at the 

American Film Festival. As I am an independent filmmaker, I make a portion of 

my living from selling copies of my films but I have decided, given the number of 

requests that I have had from ex-Navy men and women, to put the entire film up 

on YouTube. Please like this if you find watching it of value to you. #submarine 

#navy #sub #steelboats #attacksub #boomer 

 

Editor’s Note (back in my day): back when sailors dressed like sailors—no aquaflage camouflage—dungarees, khakis 

and poopie suits only. Also a shout out to a former shipmate—Harry Honecker 

http://gertrude-check.org/boosters.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qt7dyhB-jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6wBro4B4pf9xnBh9Xi2zcQ
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0001LQL6A&redir_token=Zwo5D-IXoG0NIWxhiN0Y_v-JuId8MTU4ODI1NTQxMUAxNTg4MTY5MDEx&v=7Qt7dyhB-jg&event=video_description
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0001LQL6A&redir_token=Zwo5D-IXoG0NIWxhiN0Y_v-JuId8MTU4ODI1NTQxMUAxNTg4MTY5MDEx&v=7Qt7dyhB-jg&event=video_description
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23submarine
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23navy
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23sub
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23steelboats
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23attacksub
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23boomer
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Please share the Puget Soundings  

with another Submariner 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

 

       All E-Board and Monthly Meetings are held at the 

Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 unless otherwise noted. http://

frabranch29.com/index.php. Bangor SK Visit are at Tri-

dent Training Facility Bangor http://www.netc.navy.mil/

centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm 

 

• May 16 (1000) General Membership Meeting  (virtual) 

• May 25 Memorial Day Events TBA 

• Jun 06 (0900) E-Board 

• Jun 20 (1000) General Membership Meeting  

• Jun 27 (1800) Fathoms of Fun Parade Port Orchard 

•   https://www.fathomsofun.org/  

• Jul 01 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale  

• Jul 04 (0900) E-Board  

• Jul 04 (1300) Grand Old Fourth of July Parade BI  

•  http://grandold4th.com/  

• Jul 18 (1000) General Membership Meeting  

• Aug 01 (0900) E-Board  

• Aug 22 (1200) Base Picnic – Elk Lodge #1181 Bremerton 

• Sep 02 (1130) Bi-Monthly SK Sale  

• Sep 05 (0900) E-Board  

• Sep 19 (1000) General Membership Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All luncheons are from 11:30 to 13:00 unless otherwise not-

ed. Photographs  may be viewed at  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Round Table Pizza 3276 NW Plaza Rd #101, Silverdale 

360.698.4040 

• Spiro’s Pizza and Pasta 3201 NW Bucklin Hill Rd Sil-

verdale 360.698.4100 

• Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 9447 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-

verdale 360.698.1557  

• Tony’ Italian Restaurant and Pizzeria 4908 Kitsap Way, 

Bremerton, WA 360.479.9117  

• Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.373.1320  

• Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, 

Silverdale360.516.6265   

• The Garage 6812 Kitsap Way Bremerton 360.377.2116  

• Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.377.8442 

• The Dugout 4180 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA 

98312 360.813.1112 

• Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-

verdale 360.352.9888 

• Tracyton Public House 403 NW Tracy Ave, Bremerton 

360.405.768  

Bremerton Base Calendar  (Including Soup Down Luncheons) 

When in doubt… use the Gertrude Check!!! http://www.gertrude-check.org/ 

We are going to play this by 

ear—notice that we have no 

assigned dates (but we do have 

a sequence)—the  Soup Downs 

will recommence upon the lift-

ing of the Covid 19 restrictions.  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/521+S+National+Ave,+Bremerton,+WA+98312/@47.5571418,-122.6704939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54903703f90394bd:0x9ef1cb7fd7a27071!8m2!3d47.5571418!4d-122.6683052
https://www.google.com/maps/place/521+S+National+Ave,+Bremerton,+WA+98312/@47.5571418,-122.6704939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54903703f90394bd:0x9ef1cb7fd7a27071!8m2!3d47.5571418!4d-122.6683052
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://frabranch29.com/index.php
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
http://www.netc.navy.mil/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.htm
https://www.fathomsofun.org/
http://grandold4th.com/
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html
http://www.gertrude-check.org/

