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To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives 

in the pursuit of  their duties while serving their country.  That 

their dedication, deeds and supreme  sacrifice be a constant 

source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge 

loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and it’s 

Constitution.  

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, 

we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mu-

tual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Subma-

riners shall be strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a 

strong U.S. Submarine Force. The organization will engage in 

various projects and deeds that will bring about the perpetual 

remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme 

sacrifice.  

The organization will also endeavor to educate all third parties it 

comes in contact with about the services our submarine brothers 

performed and how their sacrifices made possible the freedom 

and lifestyle we enjoy today.” 

Our Creed Table of Contents 

Base Website (The Gertrude Check): www.gertrude-check.org   
See Page 20 

 

Base Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-
Base-USSVI/295687423906027 

 

USSVI Website  https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

http://www.gertrude-check.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
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WD 4 Commander:  

Jim DeMott 

360.895.0547     

jedemott@hotmail.com  

  

Base Commander:  

Dave Bowman 

Office 209. 565.DAVE    

(C) 360.517.0344 

DolphinDave@slipperyfish.com  

  

Vice Commander:  

Ileene G. Davis 

757.404.6186     

ileenedavis@gmail.com 

  

Past Commander:  

Steve Corcoran 

360.471.2704    

stephenjcorcoran@gmail.com  

  

Chief of the Boat:  

Wayne Peterson 

360.265.0266     

bronc4life@yahoo.com 

  

Secretary:  

Wayne Sieckowski  

360.362.2064   

wsieckowski@gmail.com  

  

Treasurer & 

Membership Chairman:  

Dennis Nardone 

360.830.5843    

ussvibrembase@hotmail.com 

  

Chaplain:  

Fred Borgmann 

360.337.2978     

office@ussvi.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storekeeper:  

Ralph W. Harris 

360.876.0830     

rwharris@wavecable.com 

  

Asst Storekeeper:  

Bear Stiffey 

  

Holland Club Chairman:  

Vacant 

  

Parade & Soup Down Chair:  

John Gardner 

jgardner@donobi.net 

 

Bonefish Manager & 

NWCPOA Rep:  

Sam Swenson 

360.275.3638     

sswenson@tscnet.com    

  

Historian:  

Vacant 

 

Deterrent Park Brick  

Chairman:  

Phil Paugh 

360.620.7616 

pauhgusn@gmail.com  

  

Deterrent Park Brick Installer:  

Ron Lewis 

 

Base Webmaster:  

Paul W. Theisen 

Home: 360-930-5070 

Cell: 360-633-5526 

Work Cell: 207-994-4132 

pwtheisen@gmail.com          

  

Newsletter Editor/FB Admin: 
Dave Pittman 

360.536.0916    

drpittman@wavecable.com  

Base Officers and Key Personnel 

http://gertrude-check.org/

baseofficials.html 
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• As you read through the Puget Soundings (PS), hover your “mouse” over links (and photos) for additional reading and, at 

times, videos and maps. 

• Remember, I continually take articles and photos from members for possible use in the PS. Please understand, however, not 

all input may be used.  By-lines are provided for submitted articles. 

• Please ensure that you view/read the minutes for our meetings, especially if you were not able to attend; they provide more 

information regarding Base events and programs. 

• The PS is one-fourth of how the Base keeps the membership 

informed of base functions; please also use the Gertrude 

Check, FB, and the Commander’s emails to keep current. 

Note: the GC is under reconstruction.  

The Editor’s Desk 

 

Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman  

Cell: 360.536.0916 

The Puget Soundings is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov)  

Article Submission: drpittman@wavecable.com is due  NLT 01 

Nov 2020 Ain’t No Slack in a Fast Attack 

July Meeting 

Cancelled due to Covid-19 Restrictions  

  

June Virtual Meeting 

https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/06/19/june-general-

meeting/  

  

May Virtual Meeting 

https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/05/16/the-may-general-

meeting/  

  

USSVI Bremerton Base E-Board Meeting 01 August 2020 

E Board Notes 

https://youtu.be/gDVfqxpOj0g 

https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/08/01/bremerton-base-

august-eboard-meeting/  

 

 

 

USSVI Bremerton Base E-Board Meeting July 2020 E 

Board Notes 

Cancelled due to Covid-19 Restrictions  

 

USSVI Bremerton Base E-Board Meeting 06 June 2020 

Minutes 

 https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/07/31/june-eboard-

minutes/  

Base Secretary 

Base Minutes/E Board Notes 

Dog and Pony show - A special show put on for inspect-

ing senior officers. Normally sailors are instructed not to 

ask questions of the senior officers even if requested by 

the inspecting officer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Dace_(SSN-607)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pintado_(SSN-672)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Topeka_(SSN-754)
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jTgu76cXnyM
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/06/19/june-general-meeting/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/06/19/june-general-meeting/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/05/16/the-may-general-meeting/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/05/16/the-may-general-meeting/
https://youtu.be/gDVfqxpOj0g
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/08/01/bremerton-base-august-eboard-meeting/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/08/01/bremerton-base-august-eboard-meeting/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imhrDrE4-mI
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/07/31/june-eboard-minutes/
https://dolphindave.home.blog/2020/07/31/june-eboard-minutes/
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My son likes to go to the pet store and look at the fish. He has 

a fish tank, but we've never managed to keep any fish alive for 

more than a few weeks. He still likes to walk through the fish 

section and to look at the tank decorations.  

We saw one that I'd not seen before, a submarine wrapped in 

the tentacles of a Kraken. Given that the Seattle NHL team 

announced its name today, it seemed oddly apropos. It kind of 

feels like the way things are going right now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has gone on to the point of frustra-

tion and irritation. The politics of the whole thing aside, it's 

become very difficult to even think about an answer to the 

question, “When will it be over?” without feeling frustrated or 

depressed. 

A few days ago I asked for input from the membership about 

the picnic. It has been overwhelmingly to not hold the picnic. 

With so many of our members being in the HIGH RISK group, 

it wasn't a surprise at all. In fact, I personally agree with it, but 

it still feels like yet another tentacle of the COVID-Kraken 

wrapping around our lives and pulling us down to Davy Jones' 

Locker. 

When I saw that submarine with a Kraken hanging all over it, 

it just said everything that has been building up inside me for 

weeks. I feel like we are being pulled down and no matter how 

hard we fight the beastie, it seems like all we can really do is 

just hang on for the ride. 

I don't know when we will meet again. All we can do is keep a 

weather eye on the Governor's decisions and guidance, and 

hope for the best. I will always do the best I can to keep you as 

up to date as possible. The situation is fluid, and can change 

fast, but I will do the best I can with it. 

  

It was announced today that the Navy would begin releasing 

redacted, declassified documents related to the loss of the USS 

Thresher, in September of this year. I have mixed feelings 

about the release.  

 

On the one hand, I am as inter-

ested in the "full" story as any-

body. I also do not believe that 

we will ever have the "full" 

story. That said, I find myself 

wondering if there will be 

anything in the declassified 

documents that we do not al-

ready "know," or that will add 

anything to the lessons already 

learned.  

When I went to SubSchool in 1981-82, there was a lot of "off 

the stick" discussion of the loss of Thresher and Scorpion. I 

don't know if the Instructors knew anything more about it than 

anybody else, but they certainly impressed on me the dangers 

of being on a submarine. The sea is always trying to kill you, 

and you'd better be ready for it and respect it. The men of 

Thresher and Scorpion serve to remind us of the danger and 

that even when everything is done right, the sea sis still dan-

gerous.  

Like everything else, the document release was delayed by the 

COVID-Kraken tentacles, and after a stay order was lifted, the 

Navy has moved forward with the September release. I guess 

maybe we will have more to talk about after that. 

  

Over the past couple of weeks I have attended several meet-

ings via Zoom, both with other Bases and with the other 

WD04 Base commanders. I think that ZOOM may offer us a 

pretty good alternative if this goes on for months. It isn't per-

fect, but several other bases have made it work and they had 

some good fellowship. 

  

In talking with Jim DeMott, the WD04 Commander, several 

things of some interest have been discussed. The Rogue-

Umpqua Base has added a "Perfect Attendance" Award, and 

has offered for purchase by the other WD04 Bases the Award 

Pins which they had made. I had some concerns about imple-

menting the Award here, but I would love to hear from any of 

you as to your thoughts on adding such an award here in 

Bremerton. 

The National Office has added a new annual report, which 

most of you will never be involved with, but needless to say 

that COVID-Krakens tentacles really dragged that down this 

past year. 

 

 

See Commander’s Corner, Page 5 

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/community/submarine/Pages/MT.aspx
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Continued from  Page 4 

 

 I am only somewhat embarrassed that I was late getting it 

turned in, mostly because the required data just didn't exist. I 

was trying to figure out whether or not to make some form of 

educated guess or just flat out gundeck it. The report was ac-

cepted, so I made the right choice.  

The National Election is on through August 17th. You can 

vote on-line or by paper ballot which are available in the 

American Submariner magazine (or I can eMail it to you in 

PDF format). If you chose to mail it, it MUST be received 

BEFORE August 17th.  

It is better to go online to ussvi.org and vote. There is very 

little in the National Office choices, but there are several pro-

posed changes to the Constitution and By Laws. These might 

seem unimportant, but it is actually is important to get your 

voice heard on them.  At the last report I had, ONLY SEVEN-

TEEN MEMBERS OF THE BREMERTON BASE HAD 

VOTED, which, as I have said, is just sad. Since then, several 

members have reported to me that they have gone to vote. But 

really, there's no legitimate excuse to not have much better 

performance from our Base. 

 

Look, while most Veterans organizations revolve around a few 

people who do most of the things that need to be done, the 

reality is that the Members are its lifeblood. Filling out an 

online vote shouldn't be a huge challenge to men and women 

who have done the things that we have done.  

So if you have voted, Thank you.  

 

If you haven't voted, GET HOT, DINQ! 

  

In closing, I had planned to let you know this at a live meeting, 

but since that isn't likely to happen anytime soon, I need to let 

you know about some issues I am facing. The eBoard is al-

ready aware of this, but my own health has become seriously 

compromised.  

 

So much so, that I was advised by my doctor (and my nurse) 

that I needed to resign from my position with Safeway, which I 

really enjoyed. The risks had become highly significant (not 

just from COVID). Also with the ending of school for Ben, 

and the uncertainty of when or if the schools will reopen, it 

was becoming stressful on our home schedule too.  

The COVID-Krakens tentacles have really affected my health 

not just from the potential for the illness, but exposing myself 

to the illness and to other problems related to the illness that I 

MAY have - tests are still pending - has really been stressful 

on my mental state and a major irritant. Some days I can't fig-

ure out why we aren't moving forward, and then I remember 

the pandemic has really caused a mess, more for some than 

me.  

I am thankful everyday that we are stable and by staying home 

I can mitigate further risks and spend a lot of time with my 

son, who is growing up way to fast. 

  

I hope that we can get together soon, but I am not putting my 

eggs in that basket. But we will get there, sooner or later. Keep 

the faith and STAY SAFE! 

 

Dave Bowman                P.S. - VOTE!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commander’s Corner 

Base Historian 

The Application for Membership can be found at http://

gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf 

 

The Bremerton Base  Recruiting Pamphlet can be found 

at http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf  

NEWS-01: USSVI Voting Information  

Online voting will begin at 0001 on June 18, 2020 and con-

tinue to 2359 on August 17, 2020. When voting begins, 

login to the USSVI web site (ussvi.org) with your username 

and password. Click on “Vote in Poll” and the 2020 Na-

tional Ballot, make your selection for the various Officers 

and C&B Proposed Amendments and cast your ballot. You 

may also write in a candidate’s name for any elected office, 

It is that easy! 

 

Tom Conlon, PNC - USSVI Election Master  

http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
http://www.gertrude-check.org/flyerdone.pdf
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 Hello fellow Submariners and Associate Members, 

              

 Well, here it August 2020. What a year it has been. I am sure 

none of us have experienced anything quite like it. I know I 

have not, and we are not done yet. I hope you are all doing 

well, considering the environment we are in. 

 

 One thing I do know, I sure have missed our monthly meet-

ings and all our normal summertime events. The parades, Fri-

day soup downs, and most of all, seeing all of you. I never 

thought I would miss Base Treasurer Dennis Nardone bitchn’ 

about something and then smiling just after he said it. And of 

course, all the sea stories and bullshitting that happens at our 

gatherings. At this time, just like everyone else, I am unsure 

when we will meet again. Base Commander Dave Bowman 

has done a great job putting together the virtual meetings the 

last few months. He does have some awesome technical skills, 

even for an old FTB. I hope we continue to do these virtual 

meetings, as it does help the Base communicate information, 

and we get to see the COB’s ugly mug again. If you have ques-

tions on submitting anything, just contact the Commander. 

 

 I have no new information on the base replacement float. I do 

need to contact our committee and remind the guys we still 

have a mission. At least I think we do. This virus sure has 

thrown a wrench in everything. As we get back into the flow 

and start back up, I will ensure to communicate any new pro-

gress to the E-Board and then eventually to the membership. 

 

 The one point I want to share with all of you is, that I really 

hope you are doing well. I have contacted a few of you during 

this time and did a “Buddy check”. I recommend we all do this 

during these uncertain times. Give a quick phone call, text, or e

-mail to check on our shipmates. It is good to hear from them 

and vice a versa. I also know, as submariners, we will make it 

through this difficult time, and return to our normal activities. I 

understand it will take some time, but I feel confident, as a 

Base, we will accomplish it. We may conduct things a little 

differently, but we will return strong and meet again in the 

future. 

 

 I also want to say again, if there is something, I can do for any 

of you, I will do my best to support. Anything from running 

errands to helping around your home, just give me a call. I 

have continued to work during this entire time, (except for 2 

weeks in March) and I still have paperwork stating I am essen-

tial. Yep, you heard that right, someone considers me essential. 

 

 Take care my friends. I do miss you. Be kind to each other 

and be safe. Cheers. 

                                              

 Steve Corcoran— Immediate Past Base Commander 

 U.S.S.V.I. Bremerton Base 

 

USN COOKBOOK 1940: 100 PORTIONS  

 

Now that I have made you coffee: I shall introduce myself.  

Chief Petty Officer Ileene G. Davis was born March 29, 1983 

in Delano, CA. She graduated Delano High School on June 1, 

2001. She enlisted in the Navy August 22, 2001. Her training 

assignments include Recruit Basic Training at Recruit Training 

Command, Great Lakes, IL; MS ‘A’ School, San Antonio, TX; 

CS ‘C’ School at Tidewater Community College, Norfolk, 

VA; First Coast Technical Institute, Saint Augustine, FL; Rec-

ords Keeper Course, Norfolk, VA; Auxiliary Security Force, 

Portsmouth, VA; Armed Sentry/Security Reaction Force-

Basic, Norfolk, VA; Afloat Recreation Fund Management 

Course, Norfolk, VA; Command Sponsorship Training, Ports-

mouth, VA; Career Development Team Course Training, 

Portsmouth, VA; Food Service Management, Norfolk, VA; 

Food Service Administration, Norfolk, VA; Basic Enlisted 

Submarine School, Groton, CT. 

 

 

See Vice Commander’s Kitchen, Page 7 

 

 

Immediate Past Base Commander 

Buddy Checks 

Vice Commander’s Kitchen 
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Continued from Page 6 

 

She reported to USS EMORY S. LAND (AS39) in early 2002. 

After six months onboard she was assigned to the Wardroom 

then the Commanding Officer’s Mess. During her tour, the 

Food Service Division won the Captain Edward F. Ney 

Award. She also advanced to Third Class Petty Officer and 

earned her Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist designation. In 

2005, she was approved for a split tour to USS HARRY S 

TRUMAN (CVN75). 

While in transit to the TRUMAN, she was able to attend First 

Coast Technical Institute in Saint Augustine, FL which she 

earned from the “NEY” Award. She then attended CS ‘C’ 

School at Tidewater Community College in Norfolk, VA tak-

ing advantage of the Star Program. Graduating top of her class, 

she reenlisted for six years and was automatically promoted to 

Second Class Petty Officer. She was also onboard when the 

TRUMAN assisted in a humanitarian relief mission for Hurri-

cane Katrina.  

In 2006, Petty Officer Davis reported to Naval Support Activi-

ty Norfolk, VA where she worked out of rate for MWR Print 

Shop for her pregnancy tour with Paige (13). She assisted pro-

cessing engraving, with flyers, posters and banners for Oceana 

Air Show and numerous projects  showcasing the Grand re-

opening of Naval Station Norfolk’s “Ship’s Cabin” Galley. 

In late 2006, she transferred to Naval Medical Center Ports-

mouth (NMCP), VA. During her four years at NMCP she 

worked out of rate in the Bachelor Quarters as the purchase 

card holder, Career Development Team (CDT) Member and as 

a member of Auxiliary Security Force. Petty Officer Davis was 

the lead and catalyst in orchestrating the incremental procure-

ment of products and services to include 366 bachelor housing 

room renovations increasing resident moral. She also trained 

with the base security for two years. Her last two years she 

served as the directorate CDT, influencing the careers deci-

sions of 300 sailors through a multitude of career development 

programs and initiatives. 

In 2010, she reported to USS BAINBRIDGE (DDG96) as the 

Records Keeper and Wardroom supervisor. She maintained 

accountability of an inventory in excess of $1 million with 

monthly issues of $50,000 in direct support of three galleys. 

During her tour onboard BAINBRIDGE, she also qualified 

Officer of the Deck in-port, M-2 .50 Cal Heavy Machinegun 

Operator, along with .240 Cal, Crash and Salvage Crewman/

Rescueman, Air Capsule Ships Flight Deck Observer and 

Damage Control Training Team (DCTT) Member to name a 

few. 

In June 2014, she transferred to Naval Station Norfolk Galley, 

where she served as administration Leading Petty Officer, Ca-

reer Counselor and Activities Coordinator during her second 

pregnancy tour with Penelope-Kay (5). In January 2015, she 

was provided the unique opportunity to apply for the Enlisted 

Women on Submarines initiative. Her package was accepted, 

and she prepared to attend BESS at Naval Base New London 

in Groton, CT.  

She reported to USS MICHIGAN (SSGN727) (BLUE) 16 

October 2016 and quickly earned her Submarine Warfare Spe-

cialist designation. She relieved as Leading Petty Officer upon 

arrival with her collaterals being Lead Emergency Medical 

Assistant Team (EMAT) member, Indoctrination Coordinator, 

Supply/Exec Department Career Counselor, BJOQ/JSOQ. She 

completed three Western Pacific Deployments and three con-

tinuous maintenance availabilities. She ended her highly suc-

cessful tour onboard MICHIGAN getting pinned this past Sep-

tember to Chief Petty Officer and earning a second consecu-

tive Battle “E” and Supply “E”. She also serves as the USSVI 

Bremerton Base Vice Commander as of January 2020. 

01Jan2020 CSSC Davis reported to NBK and took over as the 

Lower Base LCPO. She in charge of 4 satellite galleys, super-

vising 9 CS’ and 12 civilians in the food service operations. 

She is the command CACO and recently qualified Command 

Duty Officer in June.   

Please enjoy my 

quarterly recipe, 

I look forward to 

sharing some 

good ‘ole favor-

ites with you.  

 

Stay safe, Until 

next time  

  

Click on the photo for a surprise! 

Vice Commander’s Kitchen 

COB’s Puka 

Stay tuned (via FB and 

Email) for information 

regarding the Annual 

Christmas Party! 

https://maritime.org/doc/cookbook1945/pg434.htm
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Go to page 8  to continue 

2020—Current 

Reserve Fund: $31,207.59 

Scholarship Fund: $20,662.96 

General Fund: $19,085.98* 

*Includes SK Checking Account + SK Cash    

Net Worth: $70,956.53 

 

 

Total Members: 253 

Regular Annual Members:  31 

USSVI Life Members: 195 

Base Life Members: 195 

Holland Club Members: 164 

Regular Associate Members: 9 

Life Associate Members: 5 

Wartime Veterans: 239 

 

 

Recruit a shipmate today!  

If you are an active duty qualified submariner—click the link and join.  

DUES FOR ACTIVE DUTY PERSONEL ARE COMPLIMENTARY FOR THE FIRST YEAR  

Treasurer’s and Base Membership Report—07/31/2020 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER (USSVI) MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

All Qualified in Submarines from E2 to 4 Stars. Retired, short timer, or active duty - it makes no difference. If you are Qualified 

in Submarines we want you in United States Submarine Veterans. Inc. 

We are  United States Submarine Sailors!  We were, and are, members of  the elite fighting force of the United States Navy.  We 

are all QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES.  Included are submariners from the very early boats: S, R or earlier; WWII boats; post-

war GUPPY boats and FBM and Fast Attack Submariners. 

 

 

Ralph (pictured on the right) welcomes our Assistant Storekeeper—Bear Stiffey—he can be reached at 

jstiffeyssn648@yahoo.com. Bear can create vests and hats, etc.—some examples are shown below. 

  

Welcome Aboard 

Contact the Base Storekeeper for ordering while the Gertrude Check is being reconstructed.  

 If I don't have it,  I will get  IT !                                                                                                        

Smoking lamp – A term used to designate a place or time when smoking is allowed. Becoming extinct. 

Base Storekeeper 

Submarine Shower – A shower consisting of turning on the shower for a few seconds to wet down, turning off the shower 

to lather up and turning on the shower again for a few seconds to rinse off. Used to conserve water. 

http://gertrude-check.org/ap.pdf
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Forms_Application_USSVI_Membership_Application.pdf
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Bremerton Base Float Replacement 

The USSVI Bremerton Base Float replacement Committee 

consists of the following members:  

 

Committee Chair: Steve Corcoran - Immediate Past Base 

Commander 

Sam Swenson - Former Float Manager 

Don Carpenter- Past Base Vice Commander 

Guy Stitt- Base Life Member 

Lee Berry- Base Life Member 

 

Goal: have a new float for the base by the 2021 Armed 

Forces Day Parade (may be pushed back due to Covid-19). 

Agreement: maintain the current theme of our float as the 

USS Bonefish (SS-223), the 51st of 52 submarines lost in 

WWII (assigned to Washington by the USSV of WWII). 

Agreement:  an entirely new float is required. The current 

float was commissioned in the early 80's. 

Agreement: keep the current float design while making it 

safer, stronger, more durable with storage space and the 

capability of carrying passengers. 

Agreement: electrical safety will be paramount.  

Agreement: make it easy to maintain, transport, set-up & 

take down using the current accessories (pendants, banners, 

new forward and aft guns, and of course, an old school 

Klaxon built in to sound during parades).  

WANTED! WANTED! 
 

Bonefish Manager Sam Swenson  needs a relief! Can you 

help out the Base?  

Base Float Replacement Quilt Raffle 

Congratulations to Jan (Bear) Stiffey  for winning the 

quilt. Special thanks to Rose Pittman for constructing and 

donating the quilt. 

Willie Spoon Scholarship 

The drawing was postponed AGAIN due to not  having an in-

person base meeting—all I can say is—stay tuned!  

The Scholarship Program was held in abeyance this year.  The 

funds received last year and this year are “banked” for the future.  
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The purpose of the Boat Spon-

sorship Program (BSP) is to 

make the active duty submarine 

force members aware of USSVI 

and provide them with infor-

mation about our activities 

through sponsorship of 

the American Subma-

riner to the various Sub-

marine related organizations. Bremerton Base and 

the following individuals are sponsors for the des-

ignated boats/installations. Check your copy of 

the American Submariner to sign up for the pro-

gram.  

 

USSVI Bremerton Base 

USS Henry M. Jackson (SSBN 730) Blue/Gold 

USS Louisiana (SSBN 743) blue/Gold 

Submarine Base Bangor 

 

Michael Sharp 

USS San Francisco (SSN 711) 

USS Oregon (SSN 793 

Oregon State NROTC 

 

Joseph Finotti 

USS Massachusetts (SSN 798) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silverdale Donor Center 

3230 NW Randall Way, Suite 101 Silverdale, WA 98383 

Phone: (360) 308-7340 

https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Whole Blood and Apheresis Donation Hours 

· Monday: 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

· Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

· Thursday: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

· Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

· Saturday: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

  

Call now for your donation appointment, 800-398-7888 for 

whole blood and 800-266-4033 for apheresis.  

  

July Whole Blood Donations 

David Pittman  

  

Editor’s Note:  Report Blood Donations to the PS Editor for 

inclusion in the next Puget Soundings. 

BOAT SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM Blood Donation Program 

Sailorproof – Mean-

ing a sailor cannot 

break this. Unfortu-

nately, this is much 

like a unicorn, the 

Loch Ness monster, 

and Bigfoot…it has 

never been found. 

Many engineers have tried to make things sailorproof but with only 

limited/no success. 

https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
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Listen to Bremer-

ton  Base Founder  

TMC (SS) Tudor  

Davis’ remembrances 

of his life including 

his WWII experiences  

by clicking on Tudor’s 

picture. 

 

Davis served on nine submarines during his 20-year career, 

which began at age 17 in 1941. In November 1944, he and the 

crew of USS Halibut (SS 232) survived a depth charge attack 

that knocked out the hydraulic systems and damaged the sub-

marine beyond repair. 

 

 

Click on each of the following links for more history of our 

US Sub Vets of WWII. 

 

Interview with WWII Sub-

marine Veteran Deen Brown 

(recorded in 2009) 

 

WWII Submarine Veterans 

Share Stories – the LAST 

reunion of WWII Vets 

 

 

World War II submarine veterans 

forced to disband national group 

US Sub Vets WWII 

Bremerton Base extends their  congratulations to Paul 

Christofferson upon receiving this certificate recognizing 

his qualification in submarines in 1944—76 years ago! 

Holland Club 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEm2zV1PCLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEm2zV1PCLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEm2zV1PCLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEm2zV1PCLY
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&qpvt=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&view=detail&mid=9ADCE5C5524D9F813C049ADCE5C5524D9F813C04&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26qpvt%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26F
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&qpvt=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&view=detail&mid=9ADCE5C5524D9F813C049ADCE5C5524D9F813C04&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26qpvt%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26F
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&qpvt=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&view=detail&mid=9ADCE5C5524D9F813C049ADCE5C5524D9F813C04&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26qpvt%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26F
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&&view=detail&mid=CFFFC722B2A8E8C82DE6CFFFC722B2A8E8C82DE6&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26qpvt%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26FORM%3DVDRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&&view=detail&mid=CFFFC722B2A8E8C82DE6CFFFC722B2A8E8C82DE6&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26qpvt%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26FORM%3DVDRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=US+Sub+Vets+WWII+News&&view=detail&mid=CFFFC722B2A8E8C82DE6CFFFC722B2A8E8C82DE6&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26qpvt%3DUS%2BSub%2BVets%2BWWII%2BNews%26FORM%3DVDRE
https://www.foxnews.com/us/world-war-ii-submarine-veterans-forced-to-disband-national-group
https://www.foxnews.com/us/world-war-ii-submarine-veterans-forced-to-disband-national-group
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEm2zV1PCLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEm2zV1PCLY
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Due to Covid-19, the community canceled the Memorial Day 

Observation at Ivy Green Cemetery. However, this did not 

deter representatives of USSVI Bremerton Base, including 

Vice Commander Ileene Davis, from sprucing up the grounds 

and remembering those laid to rest.  

 

Click on the photo to hear TAPS by two retired Army musi-

cians at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Ivy Green Cemetery 

Bremerton. Video courtesy of Mick Hersey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, July 11, 2020 there was a public ceremony to 

bury the unclaimed remains of James Zeph English (DOB: 

Oct. 16, 1964), Donnie L. LeBlanc (DOB: May 16, 1962), 

William Mahon (DOB: Oct. 11, 1947) and Billy Ray Cook, Jr. 

(DOB: May 12, 1970) at the Silverdale Pioneer Cemetery (aka 

Silverdale Cemetery) located off of Impasse Pl. NW in Sil-

verdale, WA. Puget Soundings Editor David Pittman repre-

sented USSVI Bremerton Base. The burial was coordinated by 

Kitsap County Coroner Jeff Wallis. Chaplain Don Melendez 

of Central Kitsap Fire and Rescue officiated the ceremony. 

The county was gifted two large cemetery plots several years 

ago to carry out the burial. 

Memorial Day Burial of Unclaimed Cremains 

U.S. Submarine Veterans  

Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

U.S. Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation, Inc. is the charitable arm of the USSVI. 

https://www.ussvcf.org/ 

https://www.ussvi.org/charitable.asp  

 

Bremerton Base Donations to the USSVI Charitable Foundation 

Scholarship Fund from 2007 to 2020 = $14,500.00 

Donations to the USSVI Charitable Foundation Brotherhood Fund 2017 to 2020 = $4,250.00 

Donations to the USSVI Charitable Foundation Submarine Museum Fund = $250.00 (USS 

Batfish restoration fund) 

https://www.facebook.com/1697696004/videos/10208006981007836/
https://www.ussvcf.org/
https://www.ussvi.org/charitable.asp
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Western Region Director/ Western District 4 Commander Note 

The Western Region Director and Western District 4 Commander have requested that the attached flyer 

be added to our base newsletter. 

https://thesilentservicespeaks.net/
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7/4/2020 American Submariner Magazine 2020 3rd edition 

now on line.  

 

Shipmates, 

The American Submariner Magazine 2020 3rd Quarter Edition 

is now posted on our National Website. 

 

Open the USSVI website https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp 

Log On with your Login Name and Password. 

Click on the blue “USSVI Magazine” button about half-way 

down the left-side menu 

Click on the top left button “Current Edition”. 

 

All the Best and stay safe, 

Wayne Standerfer 

National Commander 

 

7/4/2020  USSVI VSO News For July 2020  

 

Pentagon to Retirees: Plan Now for Tricare Enrollment Fees in 

2021 https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/

pentagon-retirees-plan-now-tricare-select-enrollment-fees-

2021.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl  

 

Senate Passes Bill to Give Millions More Veterans Free Life-

time Entry to National Parks https://www.military.com/daily-

news/2020/06/24/senate-passes-bill-give-millions-more-

veterans-free-lifetime-entry-national-parks.html?

ESRC=mr_200629.nl  

 

Pentagon Quietly Moves to Make CBD Use a Criminal Of-

fense for Troops https://www.military.com/daily-

news/2020/06/24/pentagon-quietly-moves-make-cbd-use-

criminal-offense-troops.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl  

 

House Lawmakers Want to Pause Military Health System 

Overhaul https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/23/

house-lawmakers-want-pause-military-health-system-

overhaul.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl  

 

Tricare Dental Is Giving You More Insurance for Free https://

www.military.com/benefits/tricare/dental/2020/06/16/tricare-

dental-giving-you-more-insurance-free.html?

ESRC=mr_200622.nl  

Big Changes to Military Health System Will Be Delayed, Top 

Health Official Says https://www.military.com/daily-

news/2020/06/12/big-changes-military-health-system-will-be-

delayed-top-health-official-says.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl  

 

Can Military Retirees Make Political Statements? https://

www.military.com/benefits/military-legal/can-military-retirees

-make-political-statements.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl  

 

Tricare Ends Coverage of Routine Vitamin D Screenings 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/05/27/tricare-ends-

coverage-routine-vitamin-d-screenings.html?ESRC=navy-

a_200603 

 

6/21/2020 New Chaplain's Manual  

 

Shipmates, 

The new Chaplain’s Manual is now posted online. To access 

it, go to the website, www.ussvi.org and click on the green 

“Documents” button on the left side of the home page. Next, 

click on the blue “Manuals” button. Page forward to the third 

page. The manual is the third item on that page.  

 

Carsten Stigers 

National Chaplain  

United States Submarine Veterans 

 

https://www.ussvi.org/POCNotices.asp   

USSVI National News 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/pentagon-retirees-plan-now-tricare-select-enrollment-fees-2021.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/pentagon-retirees-plan-now-tricare-select-enrollment-fees-2021.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/pentagon-retirees-plan-now-tricare-select-enrollment-fees-2021.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/senate-passes-bill-give-millions-more-veterans-free-lifetime-entry-national-parks.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/senate-passes-bill-give-millions-more-veterans-free-lifetime-entry-national-parks.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/senate-passes-bill-give-millions-more-veterans-free-lifetime-entry-national-parks.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/senate-passes-bill-give-millions-more-veterans-free-lifetime-entry-national-parks.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/pentagon-quietly-moves-make-cbd-use-criminal-offense-troops.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/pentagon-quietly-moves-make-cbd-use-criminal-offense-troops.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/24/pentagon-quietly-moves-make-cbd-use-criminal-offense-troops.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/23/house-lawmakers-want-pause-military-health-system-overhaul.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/23/house-lawmakers-want-pause-military-health-system-overhaul.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/23/house-lawmakers-want-pause-military-health-system-overhaul.html?ESRC=mr_200629.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare/dental/2020/06/16/tricare-dental-giving-you-more-insurance-free.html?ESRC=mr_200622.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare/dental/2020/06/16/tricare-dental-giving-you-more-insurance-free.html?ESRC=mr_200622.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare/dental/2020/06/16/tricare-dental-giving-you-more-insurance-free.html?ESRC=mr_200622.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/tricare/dental/2020/06/16/tricare-dental-giving-you-more-insurance-free.html?ESRC=mr_200622.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/12/big-changes-military-health-system-will-be-delayed-top-health-official-says.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/12/big-changes-military-health-system-will-be-delayed-top-health-official-says.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/06/12/big-changes-military-health-system-will-be-delayed-top-health-official-says.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/military-legal/can-military-retirees-make-political-statements.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/military-legal/can-military-retirees-make-political-statements.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl
https://www.military.com/benefits/military-legal/can-military-retirees-make-political-statements.html?ESRC=mr_200615.nl
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/05/27/tricare-ends-coverage-routine-vitamin-d-screenings.html?ESRC=navy-a_200603
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/05/27/tricare-ends-coverage-routine-vitamin-d-screenings.html?ESRC=navy-a_200603
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/05/27/tricare-ends-coverage-routine-vitamin-d-screenings.html?ESRC=navy-a_200603
https://www.ussvi.org/POCNotices.asp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS2zwsVHBYeUCBCjPHfXn6Q?app=desktop
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https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/
Online_Organization_2018_Constitution_and_By-Laws.pdf 
 

https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/
Online_Manuals_2020_USSVI_BASE_COMMANDERS_H
ANDBOOK.PDF 
 

https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/
Online_Minutes_2020_USSVI_JUNE_BOD_TELECONFE
RENCE_MEETING_MINUTES.PDF 

John D. “Bud” Hawk Post 109 Silverdale, WA 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa  
 

Monthly meeting—7:00 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month at 
All Star Lanes in Silverdale. Questions? Send an email to 
drpittman@wavecable.com  

This is a no-shitter…  When I was on the USS City of Corpus Christi there was one thing that really annoyed me; I was in E-

Div and field day always fell on our laundry day. That meant we essentially lost 6 hours of our laundry day and that is when 

they expected us to do our laundry maintenance. I had bitched to the COB about this to no avail, so I decided that I needed to 

make a point. 

I collected all our PMs on the dryer and stopped by AMR to get their PMs on the washer. On the chiefs laundry day I tagged 

out the washer and dryer, took everything apart and commenced maintenance. I had no tools, everytime I needed one I would 

slowly walk back through crews mess to the ER to get it. When the chiefs showed up to do their laundry, I told them that since 

field day always fell on our laundry day, this was the best time for me to do maintenance. When they asked how long it would 

be tagged out I referenced the 18 man hours of maintenance I was trying to do, they really needed to bring this up to the COB. 

I was ready for a long haul, the on watch throttleman was was going to take over for me after he got relieved. After a couple of 

hours my chief showed up told me “I made my point” and told me to put everything back together and clear tags. I pointed out 

the maintenance wasn’t done and was ordered to put it back together and clear tags. 

I went up to control to clear the tags and the OOD looked at me and said: 

“Are you giving up?” 

“Nope, the chief ordered me to put it back together and clear tags” 

The OOD paused, looked up for a second, look back down at his paperwork and told me he was busy and kicked me out of 

control. I understand it was two hours into the next watch before the OOD was “instructed” to authorize clearance of the tags. 

 

Editor’s note: no editing has been done to the original FB entry. 

Borrowed from  Rich Pratt  to Cold War Submarine Veterans  

USSVI Constitution and Bylaws 

Base Commander’s Handbook (2020) 

2020 USSVI JUNE BOD TELECON-

FERENCE MEETING JUNE 6, 2020 

https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Organization_2018_Constitution_and_By-Laws.pdf
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Organization_2018_Constitution_and_By-Laws.pdf
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Manuals_2020_USSVI_BASE_COMMANDERS_HANDBOOK.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Manuals_2020_USSVI_BASE_COMMANDERS_HANDBOOK.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Manuals_2020_USSVI_BASE_COMMANDERS_HANDBOOK.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Minutes_2020_USSVI_JUNE_BOD_TELECONFERENCE_MEETING_MINUTES.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Minutes_2020_USSVI_JUNE_BOD_TELECONFERENCE_MEETING_MINUTES.PDF
https://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Minutes_2020_USSVI_JUNE_BOD_TELECONFERENCE_MEETING_MINUTES.PDF
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost109SilverdaleWa
mailto:drpittman@wavecable.com
https://www.facebook.com/rearlpratt?__tn__=C-R&eid=ARAIh4yV7JN0mAowGJ01zTVUVZEqaRl7jIWn2IBt-WZb3N8Y5Q0FtwskGwzMRnZnh_x3h4fcIN3irDoK&hc_ref=ARSnhFkoU4kT6ybCggeVWdabJdZlHFslxl1xWeHnbESpQdHjGfATpX_y2IKL2hYNzak&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAtnfDG6MnZ8nHqneXtJEvAQU
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301725556590883/?ref=nf_target&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAtnfDG6MnZ8nHqneXtJEvAQU4u1B_7rl4Ywdtjx6YWz5PFEDwxFLa_0gXc3MmQPdK6WIx7H4N_6Vdl3zluGF0WmXNuPXqMYyiHlWiRH0s7Fa_YPrMRgftRIQI67ndcuVtSg8aD2IpF7-1H4YiiIONYUvenE5Zy1rl6L_UeC7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine_Combat_Patrol_insignia
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Update 30: Stamps Sales Have raised $717,000+ for Funding 

 

The Healing PTSD stamp, issued by the United States Postal 

Service last year, is having a big impact on the mental health 

of veterans. The Department of Veterans Affairs announced 

on 26 JUN that the VA National Center for PTSD will be able 

to fund additional research due to the sale of more than 7 mil-

lion of the stamps from December of 2019 to May of this year. 

According to a release, stamps sales have raised more than 

$717,000, which has now been disbursed to the VA. The 

USPS’s new fundraising stamp is dedicated to healing PTS. 

“Thanks to the millions of Americans who purchased the 

Healing PTSD stamp, VA will continue to study, create 

awareness, educate and develop policies which better the lives 

of veterans with PTSD,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. 

“The stamp not only raises awareness about PTSD but will 

provide funding for needed research and education about trau-

ma and PTSD treatment.” Trump says he’s 'marshaling every 

resource' to prevent veteran suicide in new plan. June was 

national Post Traumatic Stress Month and anyone who has 

seen or gone through a traumatic event, such as war, sexual 

assault or a serious accident, can develop PTSD. As a result, 

they may experience problems sleeping, trouble concentrating, 

recurrent dreams about the trauma, intense reactions to re-

minders of the trauma, disturbances in relationships and/or 

isolation. For more information about PTSD, refer to https://

www.ptsd.va.gov. [Source: ConnectingVets.com | Abbie Ben-

nett | June 26, 2020 ++] 

 

 

 

https://

www.pugetsound.va.gov/docs/

LiveWholeHealthSum-

mer2020.pdf  

 

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

www.pugetsound.va.gov 

 

FB https://www.facebook.com/VeteransAffairs  

 

 

Understanding Their Significance 

 

More than 7,000 American service members have been killed 

in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq alone since Sept. 11, 2001. 

More than 16,000 have died of other causes in that time. Gold 

Star families have borne the losses, and Defense Department 

officials want Americans – especially those serving in the de-

partment – to understand what the Gold Star lapel pin and 

Next of Kin lapel pins mean. The pins were created ''to recog-

nize the sacrifices of so many,'' said Deborah Skillman, the 

program director at the Military Community and Family Poli-

cy Office in the Pentagon. Skillman's office has created and 

posted an ''eTutorial'' on Military OneSource to educate people 

about the program. Service members know what the Gold Star 

represents, and, unfortunately, in a time of conflict, many ser-

vice members have lost friends. Still, the force has a large 

turnover of personnel, Skillman noted, and there may be some 

who do not understand the Gold Star program and what it rep-

resents. The eTutorial is for them, she said. The education 

effort is in response to input from family members who, be-

cause of a general lack of knowledge, sometimes get 

''unintentionally insensitive questions about the Gold Star la-

pel button and Next of Kin lapel button,'' Skillman said. The 

Gold Star symbol began during World War I. At the start of 

the American involvement in 1917, families hung banners 

with blue stars representing family members in the services. If 

the service member died in combat, the family changed the 

blue star to gold. After the war, Gold Star mothers banded 

together. The group incorporated in 1928. This year’s Gold 

Star Mothers Day is 27 SEP. There are still Gold Star families 

from World War I, and many thousands from World War II, 

the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Desert Shield/Desert 

Storm, and the Afghanistan and Iraq wars. For more infor-

mation, go to https://millifelearning.militaryonesource.mil. 

[Source: DOD News July | Jim Garamone | July 2, 2020 ++] 

VA PTSD Research Gold Star Pins  

VA Puget Sound Health Care System 

https://www.pugetsound.va.gov/docs/LiveWholeHealthSummer2020.pdf
https://www.pugetsound.va.gov/docs/LiveWholeHealthSummer2020.pdf
https://www.pugetsound.va.gov/docs/LiveWholeHealthSummer2020.pdf
https://www.pugetsound.va.gov/docs/LiveWholeHealthSummer2020.pdf
http://www.pugetsound.va.gov
https://www.facebook.com/VeteransAffairs
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Navy Silently Commissions Nuclear Attack Boats USS Ver-

mont, USS Delaware 

 

Ben Werner 

April 20, 2020 1:58 PM 

 

USS Vermont (SSN-792), the Navy’s first block IV Virginia-

class nuclear attack submarine, joined the fleet over the week-

end in a subdued administrative action transitioning the boat 

to normal operations without the pomp and circumstance of a 

comissioning ceremony ashore. 

 

 

COVID-19-related restrictions limiting travel and the size of 

public gatherings caused the Navy 

and Vermont’s commissioning committee to cancel the public 

ceremony. 

“This Virginia-class fast-attack submarine will continue the 

proud naval legacy of the state of Vermont and the ships that 

have borne her name,” Acting Secretary of the Navy James E. 

McPherson said in a statement. “I am confident the crew of 

this cutting edge platform will carry on this tradition and con-

front the challenges of today’s complex world with the profes-

sionalism and dedication our nation depends on from warriors 

of the silent service.” 

Block IV Virginia-class submarines are designed to increase 

the time between major maintenance periods. Block IV sub-

marines are expected to go out on 15 deployments and enter 

three planned availabilities. Virginia-class Block I, II and III 

submarines have four planned availabilities and 14 deploy-

ments across the life of the boats, according to the Navy. 

“We recognize just how important the submarine force is dur-

ing this era of great power competition,” said a statement 

from Cmdr. Charles Phillips, Vermont’s commanding officer. 

“As part of the nation’s maritime asymmetric advantage over 

our competitors, we are ready to perform whatever duty is 

most needed. 

Two weeks earlier, the Navy’s last block III Virginia-class 

nuclear attack submarine, USS Delaware (SSN-791), joined 

the fleet after a private and unique commissioning ceremony, 

according to the Navy. 

 

See USS Delaware (SSN 792), Page 18 

 

USS Delaware (SSN 792) 

https://news.usni.org/author/bwerner
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Continue from Page 17  

 

COVID-19-related restrictions limiting travel and the size of 

public gatherings caused the Navy and Delaware’s commis-

sioning committee also to cancel the new submarine’s public 

commissioning ceremony. 

Instead, the crew opted to celebrate joining the fleet underwa-

ter, marking the occasion while underway, said James Geurts, 

the Navy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research, Devel-

opment and Acquisition during a recent media briefing. 

“We commissioned the USS Delaware in a rare form,” Geurts 

said. “It was the first commissioning we ever done underwa-

ter.” 

Delaware’s crew fired water slugs from the torpedo tube and 

sounded a full ahead, Geurts said. On land, Vice Adm. Daryl 

Caudle, the Navy’s commander of Submarine Forces, issued a 

statement celebrating the commissioning. 

“The sailors of USS Delaware hail from every corner of the 

nation and from every walk of life. This crew, and the crews 

who follow, will rise to every challenge with unmatched brav-

ery and perseverance to ensure the U.S. Submarine Force re-

mains the best in the world,” Caudle’s statement said. 

The new submarine is the seventh Navy vessel named for Del-

aware, but the first submarine and the first ship honoring the 

state in a century, according to the Navy. 

Ship’s sponsor, Dr. Jill Biden, wife of former Vice President of 

the United States Joe Biden, issued a statement congratulating 

Delaware’s crew. 

“I know this submarine and her crew of courageous sailors will 

carry the steadfast strength of my home state wherever they 

go,” Biden’s statement said. “The sailors who fill this ship are 

the very best of the Navy, and as you embark on your many 

journeys, please know that you and those whom you love are 

in my thoughts.” 

 

Videos 

 

USS Vermont Block 4 Virginia Class 

Submarine Commissioned  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=zqkPiejFjDQ  

 

USS Vermont April 2020 – New 

London, CT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avweARGe3II  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submarine Squadron Four—Groton, CT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine_Squadron_4 

https://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/hq/Pages/CSS4.aspx 

https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Submarine_Squadron_4 

USS Delaware (SSN 792) 

USS Delaware (SSN-791) transits the Atlantic Ocean after de-

parting Huntington Ingalls Industries Newport News Shipbuild-

ing division during sea trials in August 2019. Navy photo cour-

tesy of HII 

The Skinny - The latest news or rumors. Also known as 

"hot cock or "scuttlebutt"." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqkPiejFjDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqkPiejFjDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avweARGe3II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine_Squadron_4
https://www.public.navy.mil/subfor/hq/Pages/CSS4.aspx
https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Submarine_Squadron_4
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Base Member Birthdays 

July Birthdays 

 

William A. Mulvenna 

Ronald F. Seedorf 

James R. Foote 

Lloyd E. Willette 

Milo H. Vandecar 

Gerald A. Stuart 

Burton P. Tharp 

Paul Richard Ogg 

William K. Rossiter 

Wayne Sieckowski 

John V. Delaney III 

David Eugene Raney 

John Michael Waller 

Robert L. Hickman 

Fred R Pando 

William E. Hickman 

Michael J. Cloutier 

Dale Sanders 

Eric Antoine 

Wayne C. Peterson 

Benjamin Pastori 

 

August Birthdays 

 

Albert R. Rieboldt 

Gerald R. Drumm 

James R Parker 

Edwin Foskett 

Robert L Liland 

Valery Carlos Keaveny Sr 

Charles W. O'Hara 

Douglas W. Anderson 

Leo A. Taflin 

Dennis E. Anderson 

Terral S. Gray 

Neil R. Wollam 

Thomas G. Reed 

Lon K Redman 

Richard R. Lychywek 

Kirk A. Viestenz 

Michael D. Weber 

Bob Paul 

Michael Sinnett 

Frederick Green 

Gregory B. Finke 

Alan B. Hunter 

Edward A. Jahn 

Frank E. Wilson, Jr. 

Waylan K. Shropshire 

Douglas Harris 

Stuart A Smith 

Jody Bessert 

Philip M Paugh 

Kemmer T. Davis 

 

September Birthdays 

 

Clarence T. Benefiel 

Dale E. Pritchett 

James A. Thompson 

Melvin L. Cross 

Malcolm S. Wright 

John F. Wardean 

Douglas Walter Smith 

Dale Derricote 

Larry D. Kramer 

Warner E. Anderson 

Geoffrey Lee Morse 

Paul R. Lucas 

Larry G. Warthen 

Richard E. Maddy 

Elliott D. Butler 

Grant Romaine 

Frances Rose 

Stephen J. Corcoran 

David R. Bowman 

Tomache L. Vargas 

Joseph C. Hanisko 

Nicholas  Kleiner 

 

 

Editor’s Note: my regrets if 

your name is mistyped or 

missing from the Base Birth-

day List. Your name/

birthday may be checked 

through the Base Member-

ship Chair.  

1. Put on the headphones from your stereo (don't plug them 

in). Go and stand in front of your stove. Say (to nobody 

in particular) "Stove manned and ready". Stand there for 

3 or 4 hours. Say (once again to nobody in particular) 

"Stove secured". Roll up the headphone cord and put 

them away.  

2. Tag out the steering wheel, gas pedal, brake pedal, trans-

mission and cigarette lighter when you change the oil in 

your car.  

3. Use kool aid on all your breakfast cereals for 2 months.  

4. Fill laundry tubs with oil. Lay in them, on your back, and 

change the washers on the water spigots.  

5. While doing laundry, replace liquid fabric softener with 

diesel Fuel... savor the aroma of AMR2LL.  

6. Install more commodes in your bathroom. Serve many 

greasy meals and ensure the entire family goes to the 

bathroom together. 

 

More in the next issue of the PS! 

Suggestions for the ex-submariner that 
misses "the good old days on the boat"  

Don Bassler has officially turned over the Bremerton Base 

Webmaster duties to Bremerton Base Life Member Paul 

Theisen. 

 

Paul sends his greetings: Aloha and greetings from your 

webmaster.  I plan on paying the fee to maintain the server 

for Gertrude Check in the next week.  The software that was 

used to develop and maintain the page (FrontPage) was dis-

continued in 2003.  I will make one last attempt to download 

a public copy before I may be forced to research and select a 

different web development page, which will require the re-

construction of the webpage.   

 

Editor’s Note: Webpage construc-

tion is a time-consuming endeavor – 

please use the Bremerton Base Fa-

cebook page https://

www.facebook.com/pages/

Bremerton-Base-

USSVI/295687423906027 and en-

sure you read the Emails from the 

Base Commander and other elected 

and appointed officers to stay up-to-date with the Base. 

Base Webmaster 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bremerton-Base-USSVI/295687423906027


20  

Vol. 24 Issue 3 Bremerton Base, PO Box 465, Silverdale, WA 98383-0465    Jul—Aug—Sep 2020 

 

 

 

 

USS S-28 (SS-133)  

Lost on July 4, 1944 with the loss of 50 

crew members. She was conducting 

training exercises off Hawaii with the 

US Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After 

S-28 dove for a practice torpedo ap-

proach, Reliance lost contact. No distress signal or explosion 

was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found near where 

S-28. The exact cause of her loss remains a mystery.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-28-133.htm  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-28-133-loss.htm  

 

 

USS Robalo (SS-273)  

Lost on July 26,1944 with the loss of 

84 crew members while on her 3rd 

war patrol. She struck a mine about 2 

miles off the coast of Palawan. Three 

men survived and swam ashore, then 

imprisoned by the Japanese. Unfortu-

nately, they were put on a Japanese 

destroyer and lost when that destroyer was sunk.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-robalo-273.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-robalo-273-loss.htm  

 

 

USS Grunion (SS-216)  

Lost on July 30, 1942 with the loss 

of 70 crew members while on her 

first war patrol near Kiska Harbor. 

She radioed that she sank two sub-

chasers and damaged a third, but 

was never heard from again. Her 

loss remains a mystery.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grunion-216.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grunion-216-loss.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 

Lost on August 6, 1945 

with the loss of 84 crew 

members in the Lombok 

Strait while on her 3rd war 

patrol when sunk by a 

depth charge dropped by a 

Japanese Army plane. Bull-

head was the last submarine lost during WWII. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bullhead-332.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bullhead-332-loss.htm  

 

 

 

USS Flier (SS-250) 

Lost on August 13, 1944, with the 

loss of 80 crew members while on her 

2nd war patrol. Flier was transiting on 

the surface when she was rocked by a 

massive explosion (probably a mine) 

and sank within less than a minute. 13 

survivors, some injured, made it into the water and swam to 

shore. 8 survived and 6 days later friendly natives guided 

them to a Coast Watcher and they were evacuated by the 

USS Redfin. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-flier-250.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-flier-250-loss.htm 

 

 

USS S-39 (SS-144) 

Lost on August 14, 1942 after ground-

ing on a reef south while on her 3rd 

war patrol. The entire crew was able to 

get off and rescued by the HMAS Ka-

toomba. 

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-39-144.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-39-144-loss.html 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—July through September Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-28-133.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-28-133-loss.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-robalo-273.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-robalo-273-loss.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grunion-216.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grunion-216-loss.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bullhead-332.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bullhead-332-loss.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-flier-250.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-flier-250-loss.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-39-144.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-39-144-loss.html
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USS Harder (SS-257) 

Lost on August 24, 1944 with the loss of 

84 crew members from a depth charge 

attack by a minesweeper near Bataan 

while on her 6th war patrol. Harder had 

won a Presidential Unit Citation for her 

first 5 war patrols and CDR Dealey was awarded the Con-

gressional Medal of Honor posthumously. Harder is tied for 

9th in the number of enemy ships sunk. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-harder-257.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-harder-257-loss.html 

 

 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 

Lost on August 26, 1949 after being 

jolted by a violent polar gale off Nor-

way caused an electrical fire and battery 

explosion that generated hydrogen and 

chlorine gasses. In extremely bad 

weather, men of Cochino and Tusk (SS-

426) fought to save the submarine for 14 hours. After a 2nd 

battery explosion, Abandon Ship was ordered and Cochino 

sank. Tusk's crew rescued all of Cochino's men except for 

one civilian engineer. Six Sailors from Tusk were lost during 

the rescue. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cochino-345.htm 

 

 

USS Pompano (SS-181) 

Lost on August 29, 1943 (between 

Aug 8 and Sept 27) with the loss of 

76 men while on her 7th war patrol. 

Before being lost, she sank two 

enemy cargo ships. The exact cause 

of her loss remains unknown, but 

she probably fell victim to a mine. 

This boat's last known ship sunk happened on Sept 25th, so 

she probably hit that mine on or after that date but before Oct 

5th, when she was scheduled back at Midway. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pompano-181.htm  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pompano-181-loss.html  

 

USS S-5 (SS-110) 

Lost on September 1, 1920 

when a practice dive went 

wrong and she sank bow-

first, with her stern show-

ing above the water. In a 

dramatic adventure, her exhausted crew was rescued during 

the next few days. Salvage attempts were unsuccessful, S-5 

settled to the bottom and was abandoned. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-5-110.htm 

 

 

USS Grayling (SS-209) 

Lost on Sept 9, 1943 with the loss 

of 76 men near the Tablas Strait. 

Grayling was on her 8th war patrol 

and sank two ships before being 

lost. 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grayling-209.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grayling-209-loss.html  

 

USS S-51 (SS-162) 

Lost on Sept 25, 1925 with the loss of 

32 men when it was sunk after colli-

sion with SS City of Rome off Block 

Island. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-51-162.htm  

 

 

 

 

On Eternal Patrol—July through September Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-harder-257.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-harder-257-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cochino-345.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pompano-181.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-pompano-181-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-5-110.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grayling-209.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grayling-209-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-51-162.htm
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On Eternal Patrol—July through September Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

USS Cisco (SS-290) 

Lost on Sept 28, 1943 on her first war 

patrol with the loss of 76 men in the Sulu 

Sea west of Mindinao. 

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cisco-290.htm 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cisco-290-loss.html  

 

Compiled by Paul W. Wittmer and Charles R. Hinman, origi-

nally from: U.S. Submarine Losses World War II, NAVPERS 

15,784, 1949 ISSUE 

 

Venturing out for her first war patrol, CISCO (LCDR James 

W. Coe), left Port Darwin, Australia on 18 September 1943. 

That evening she returned to Darwin due to a derangement of 

the main hydraulic system, which had occurred during the 

day's operation. The hydraulic system having been repaired to 

the satisfaction of the Commanding Officer; CISCO once more 

departed on 19 September. 

CISCO's area was a large rectangular one in the 

South China Sea between Luzon and the coast of 

French Indochina. In order to reach it, she was to 

pass through the Arafoera Sea, the Banda Sea, 

Manipa Strait, Molukka Passage, the Celebes Sea, 

Sibutu Passage, the Sulu Sea and Mindoro Strait. 

On 28 September, CISCO should have been due 

west of Mindanao in the center of the Sulu Sea. On that day a 

Japanese anti-submarine attack was made at 9° 47'N, 121° 44'E 

slightly north and east of CISCO's expected position. In report-

ing the attack, the Japanese state, "Found a sub tailing oil. 

Bombing. Ships cooperated with us. The oil continued to gush 

out even on tenth of October." The attack would seem to have 

been made by planes in cooperation with ships. No submarine 

that returned from patrol reported having been attacked at this 

time and position. 

Nothing has been seen of or heard from CISCO since her de-

parture from Darwin, and on 4 and 5 November 1943, Head-

quarters Task Force Seventy-One was unable to make radio 

contact with her. At the time of her loss, it was considered very 

unlikely that a recurrence of trouble with her main hydraulic 

system could explain her sinking, and the only other possible 

clue was the fact that a Japanese plane was reported over Dar-

win at twenty thousand feet on the morning of her second de-

parture. The attack listed above is thought to probably explain 

this loss. No enemy minefields are known to have been in her 

area, or enroute to it. 

Coe had previously made three war patrols as Commanding 

Officer of S-39, and three as Commanding Officer of SKIP-

JACK. He was considered a most able and successful Subma-

rine Officer. 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cisco-290.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cisco-290-loss.html
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On Eternal Patrol—July through September Submarine Losses 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice 
be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  

Lyle Kenneth Menear 

Rank/Rate: Torpedoman’s Mate, Third Class 

Service Number: 552 86 14 

Birth Date: February 2, 1914 

From: Buffalo, New York 

Decorations: Purple Heart 

Submarine: USS Cisco (SS 290) 

Loss Date: September 28, 1943 

Location:  I the Sulu Sea west of Mindanao, Philippine Islands  

Circumstances:  Probably sunk by air and surface attack  

Remarks: Lyle was born in Grafton, West Virginia.  

 

Photo and information courtesy of  Paul W. Wittmer   

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/menear-l-k.htm  

The Chaplain’s Report 

Eternal Patrol 

TM3 (SS) Michael D. Seversen Eternal Patrol 4/29/2019 

USS Bugara (SS331) and USS Pomfret (SS 391) 

 

LT Ted L. Hunt Eternal Patrol 5/26/2020 

USS Greenfish (SS-351), USS Scorpion (SSN-589) and 

USS Narwhal (SSN-671) 

 

LCDR William D. Ridley Eternal Patrol 6/11/2020 

USS Sailfish (SSR-572), USS Stonewall Jackson (SSBN 

634) and USS Caiman (SS 323) 

 

STSCS (SS) Tom Lee Eternal Patrol 5/8/2020 

USS Cutlass (SS 478), USS Sea Leopard (SS 483), USS 

Carp (SS 338), USS Whale (SSN 638) and USS Batfish 

SSN 681) 

 

Records are posted online in the Eternal Patrol file on 

the USSVI website using the USSVI Online Tools. As you 

or the base learn more details about your shipmate, you can 

update his bio and obit fields. 

Arizona Silent Service Memorial 

 The  Arizona Silent Service Memorial ASSM)  will 

be erected in Wesley Bolin Memorial Pla-

za  located in the “front yard” of the Arizona State  

Capitol Complex, 1700 W. Washington 

Street,  Phoenix, AZ. The  ASSM  will be a Memori-

al to honor the "silent service" of Navy submarine 

veterans. It  was begun by a small group of Arizona 

submarine veterans  and the design team of Renee 

Palmer -Jones (Designer),  J im Martin (Engineer),  

and Steve Rusch (Draftsman/Model Maker).   State 

Senator Al Melvin presented  Senate Bill 1401  to 

the legislature, it  passed and was signed into law 

on April 24, 2014.  

http://www.arizonasilentservicememorial.org/ 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/menear-l-k.htm
http://www.arizonasilentservicememorial.org/ASSMDocuments.htm
http://www.arizonasilentservicememorial.org/
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Upon completion of refit on 28 May 1945, Bonefish got un-

derway in company with Tunny (SS-282) and Skate (SS-

305), as part of "Pierce's Polecats", commanded by Tunny's 

skipper, Commander George E. Pierce. Equipped with a new 

mine-detecting device, the submarines were ordered to pene-

trate the Sea of Japan to sever the last of the Japanese over-

seas supply lines. Bonefish successfully threaded her way 

through the minefields by Tsushima Island as she transited 

the Korea Strait to enter the Sea of Japan for an offensive 

patrol off the west central coast of Honshû. During a rendez-

vous with Tunny on 16 June, Bonefish reported sinking 

Oshikayama Maru, a 6,892-ton cargo ship. In a second ren-

dezvous on 18 June, she requested and received permission 

to conduct a daylight submerged patrol of Toyama Wan, a 

bay farther up the Honshû coast. The attack group was to 

depart the Sea of Japan via La Perouse Strait on the night of 

24 June. Bonefish did not make the scheduled pre-transit 

rendezvous. Still, Tunny waited in vain off Hokkaidô until 

the 27th. On 30 July, Bonefish was presumed lost. Japanese 

records reveal that the 5,488-ton cargo ship Konzan Maru 

was torpedoed and sunk in Toyama Wan on 19 June and that 

an ensuing severe counterattack by Japanese escorts, the Oki-

nawa, CD-63, CD-75, CD-158 and CD-207, brought debris 

and a major oil slick to the water's surface. There can be little 

doubt that Bonefish was sunk in this action. The U.S. Sub-

marine Veterans of World War II assigned USS Bonefish 

(SS-223) to the State of Washington.  

 

 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/

uss-bonefish-223.htm  

 

 

Submarine Memorials-Deterrent Park  

Brick Application 

On Sunday, May 24, 2020, Bremerton Base 

Life Member Phil Paugh took on the Ban-

gor Base's Deterrent Park Engraved Brick 

Acquisition & Installation detail from Don 

Bassler, the lead on this detail for the past 

ten years. 

Phil, who joined the Bremerton Base in March 2019, qualified 

on the Michigan, and served on Alaska, Kentucky, Jimmy 

Carter and Henry M Jackson during his 17 years of active duty, 

before transferring to the reserves. 

Phil is currently an employee of the Puget Sound Naval Ship-

yard, putting his skills to work on special projects. 

 

May brick installations on the full size mockup of the USS 

Windrow Wilson (SSBN624) Missile Deck at Deterrent Park 

included: 

Joe Dink - Row N2-4, 5, & 6.   

Floyd Crow - Row N2-12.  

Ken Kemay - Row N2-15  

 

 

 

Note: Sand covering bricks will be flushed away when it rains. 

 

 The Next Brick Installation will be in November 2020 by Phil 

Paugh, Ron Lewis and crew – engraved bricks may be pur-

chased through USSVI Bremerton Base (http://gertrude-

check.org/deterrentpark.htm) for a $40 donation per brick. 

About 2500 engraved bricks have been installed since incep-

tion 20 years ago.           

 

Are you looking for YOUR brick (s)?  

Brick Locator http://gertrude-check.org/

DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf  

On Deck Locator http://

deterrentpark.org/ondecklocator.pdf  

USS Bonefish (SS 223) Memorial 

Sub Base Bangor Deterrent Park  

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/deterrentpark.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/deterrentpark.htm
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://gertrude-check.org/DETPARK/bricklocator.pdf
http://deterrentpark.org/ondecklocator.pdf
http://deterrentpark.org/ondecklocator.pdf
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Full Page, 4 issues - $500 Single Issue - $135 

Half Page, 4 issues - $250 Single issue - $70 

Quarter page, 4 Issues - $125 Single issue - $35 

Eighth page, 4 Issues - $60 Single issue - $20 

E-mail Dennis Nardone  

Base Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know someone who owns a business—OR do you own a business? The Puget Soundings (PS) would be a great place to 

advertise! The PS is published quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov) and reaches hundreds of subscribers through our digital edition.  

Contact Puget Soundings Editor: Dave Pittman at  drpittman@wavecable.com  

 

 

We NEED Advertisers & Sponsors  

Newsletter Advertising Rates Turd Chaser – Slang 

term for an A-ganger, 

because they work on 

plumbing systems. 
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USS Tautog (SS-199), a Tambor-class submarine, was the first 

ship of the United States Navy to be named for the tautog, a 

small edible sport fish, which is also called a blackfish. 

One of the most successful submarines of World War 

II, Tautog was credited with sinking 26 Japanese ships,[7] for a 

total of 72,606 tons, scoring second by number of ships and elev-

enth by tonnage[8] earning her the nickname "The Terrible T." 

Her keel was laid down on 1 March 1939 at Groton, Connecti-

cut, by the Electric Boat Company. She was launched on 27 Jan-

uary 1940 and was sponsored by Mrs. Hallie N Edwards, wife 

of Captain Richard S. Edwards, Commander Submarine Squad-

ron Two. The boat was commissioned on 3 July 1940 with Lieu-

tenant Joseph H. Willingham (Class of 1926)[8] in command. 

 

 

First Patrol: Tautog's first war patrol began on 26 December 

1941 and took her to the Marshall Islands for reconnaissance 

work. After 26 days in the area gathering information, particular-

ly of Kwajalein, she reported no enemy activity 

at Rongelop, Bat, Wotho, or Bikini. On 13 January 1942, she 

launched three torpedoes at a small minelayer, receiving a depth 

charging in return. Plagued by a fogging periscope, she returned 

to Pearl Harbor on 4 February and was routed to Mare Island for 

upkeep. 

 

Second Patrol: On 9 April 1942, Tautog headed westward to-

ward Hawaii and started her next war patrol upon leaving Pearl 

Harbor 15 days later. Her assigned area was again in the Mar-

shall Islands. Around 10:00 on 26 April near Johnston Island, 

while en route to her station, Tautog sighted the periscope of an 

enemy submarine, apparently maneuvering to reach a favorable 

firing position. Tautog made a sharp turn and fired one 

stern torpedo, evidently exploding above the target,[9] which 

sank Ro-30 (1,000 tons).[10] 

Shortly after her arrival in the Marshalls, Tautog was ordered 

to Truk to intercept ships returning from the Battle of the Coral 

Sea, especially the Japanese aircraft carri-

ers Zuikauku and Shōkaku (the latter codenamed "Wounded 

Bear");[11] because Pearl Harbor underestimated Shōkaku's 

speed, Tautog and two compatriots arrived too late and did not 

see Shōkaku depart, on 11 or 12 May.[12] South of the har-

bor, Tautog launched two torpedoes at Goyo Maru, scoring one 

hit and suffering a circular run (typical of the erratic Mark XIV 

torpedo), forcing Tautog deep.[12] (Goyo Maru beached herself.)
[13] Two days later, Tautog was alerted by ULTRA of four Japa-

nese submarines in the vicinity, also returning from battle.
[12] She was caught by surprise by the first, and failed to attack.
[12] She detected and fired two torpeodes at the second. Although 

the Japanese boat was not in sight when Tautog surfaced, she 

was not officially credited with a sinking. Later in the morn-

ing, Tautog sighted another submarine with the designation "I-

28" clearly discernible on its conning tower.[14] Just as I-28 fired 

at Tautog, the American boat launched two torpedoes, then went 

to 150 feet (46 m) to avoid.[12] One torpedo missed,[12] the second 

sent the Japanese boat to the bottom,[14] making her the third 

sunk by Pacific Fleet submarines.[15] 

Tautog sighted two ships departing Truk on 22 May and made a 

submerged sound attack on the larger. The American subma-

rine's crew thought they had sunk the target, but the 5,461-ton 

cargo ship Sanko Maru had been only damaged. Three days lat-

er, Tautog made an attack from periscope depth against a cargo 

ship. Her spread of torpedoes sent Shoka Maru to the bottom. 

The patrol ended at Fremantle on 11 June. She was credited with 

six ships sunk for 19,500 tons; postwar, this was reduced to three 

for 7,500 tons.[16] 

 

Third Patrol: Her third war patrol, conducted from 17 July to 10 

September 1942, took Tautog to the coast of Indochina, where 

(in part due to torpedo shortages) she laid mines. The hunting 

was poor, and she sank only one ship, Ohio Maru (5,900 tons),
[17] on 6 August. 
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Fourth Patrol: Tautog was refitted by Holland (AS-3) at Albany, 

south of Fremantle. Again loaded with mines, the submarine put 

to sea 8 October 1942. On 20 October, her lookouts spotted the 

dim outline of a ship through a rain squall. Quickly submerging, 

the submarine determined that the ship was a 75-ton fish-

ing schooner. Tautog prepared for battle, surfaced, closed the 

range, and fired a shot from her deck gun across the schooner's 

bow; the target hove to. The stranger broke the Japanese colors 

and hoisted a signal flag. Investigation revealed a Japanese crew 

and four Filipinos on board. The Filipinos swam over to the sub-

marine and later enlisted in the United States Navy. The Japa-

nese were ordered to take to their boats but refused to do so. 

Three shells fired in the schooner's stern disabled her rudder and 

propeller. The Japanese then launched a boat, were given water, 

and directed to the nearest land. When Tautog opened fire to 

sink the ship, several more Japanese emerged and scrambled into 

the boat. Ten more rounds left the schooner a burning hulk. 

On 27 October, Tautog tracked a passenger-cargo ship until dark 

and launched two torpedoes into her. A fire started in the target 

aft, her bow rose into the air, and the unidentified ship sank 

within a few minutes (tentatively identified as the Hokuango 

Maru formerly Chinese vessel Pei An )[18] The next day, a spread 

of torpedoes fired at another merchantman turned out to be duds; 

their impacts on the target which could be heard in the sub.
[19] However, escort ships had seen their tracks, and the subma-

rine received a thorough depth charging which caused no serious 

damage. During the night of 2 November, Tautog laid mines 

off Haiphong, Indochina, with several exploding as they were 

emplaced. On 11 November, she launched a torpedo at another 

passenger/cargo ship. It missed and alerted an escort which 

gave Tautog a severe depth charge attack. Five explosions close 

aboard caused extensive minor damage. The submarine returned 

to Fremantle ten days later for repair and refit. She was credited 

with one ship of 5,100 tons; postwar, it was reduced to 

4,000 tons.[20] 

 

Fifth Patrol: Her fifth war patrol, from 15 December 1942 to 30 

January 1943, took Tautog (now in the hands of William B. 

"Barney" Sieglaff, on his first war patrol)[21] to the Java Sea, 

near Ambon Island, Timor Island, and Celebes Island. She con-

tacted a freighter in Ombai Strait on 24 December and tracked 

her until 03:06 the next morning when she fired three stern 

tubes. Two hits sent Banshu Alaru Number 2 to the bot-

tom. Tautog went deep and began retiring westward; enemy pa-

trol boats kept her down for ten hours before they withdrew. 

That night, Tautog was headed for Alors Strait when she sighted 

a ship (thought to be a freighter) coming west, accompanied by 

an escort. The targets suddenly turned toward Tautog and were 

recognized as an antisubmarine warfare team. The submarine 

went deep but still received a severe pounding. On 5 January 

1943, Tautog sighted a sail off her port bow and promptly closed 

the ship. It turned out to be a native craft with a doz-

en Muslim sailors, four women, several babies, some chickens, 

and a goat on board. After he had examined the ship's pa-

pers, Tautog's commanding officer allowed the vessel to resume 

its voyage. On 9 January at 08:38, Tautog (relying on ULTRA) 

sighted Natori, a Nagara-class cruiser off Ambon Island, at a 

range of about 3,000 yards (2,700 m). Three minutes later, the 

submarine fired her first torpedo. At 09:43, her crew heard a 

loud explosion, and sonar reported the cruiser's screws had 

stopped. In the next few minutes, as the cruiser got underway at 

reduced speed, Tautog scored two more hits, while the cruiser 

opened fire on her periscope with 5 in (127 mm) guns, prevent-

ing her from tracking the target for another attack; the cruiser 

limped into Ambon.[22] Later in the patrol, in the Salajar 

Strait, Tautog spotted a second cruiser (again thanks to ULTRA), 

and launched four torpedoes in heavy seas; all missed.[23] She 

sighted a freighter on 22 January in the Banda Sea, and three of 

the submarine's torpedoes sent her to the bottom. The victim was 

later identified as Hasshu Maru, a former Dutch passenger-cargo 

ship which had been taken over by the Japanese. Tautog then 

headed for Fremantle, where she was greeted warmly for her 

"extreme aggressiveness."[24] She was credited with two ships 

sunk for 6,900 tons; postwar, this was limited to two of 2,900.[25] 
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Sixth Patrol: Tautog's next patrol was conducted in Makassar 

Strait and around Balikpapan (where she again laid mines)
[26] from 24 February 1943 to 19 April. On 17 March, she sighted 

a grounded tanker with topside damage from an air attack. One 

torpedo, well placed near the stern, produced a secondary explo-

sion, and the ship settled by the stern. Tautog expended three 

additional torpedoes on a freighter, but missed.[27] On 9 April in 

the Celebes Sea off Boston Island, Tautog contacted a convoy of 

five ships. She sank the 5,214-ton freighter Penang Maru with 

three torpedoes, then the destroyer Isonami (1,750 tons)[28] as it 

rescued crew from the Penang Maru with three more and missed 

with three.[27] During this patrol, in four battle surfaces to test her 

new gun (only the third 5"/25 cal pirated from an old V-boat,
[27]) Tautog also sank a schooner, a sailboat, and a motor sampan. 

Despite five torpedo and four gun attacks, however, she only 

sank two confirmed ships for 7,000 tons (wartime, 6,800).[29] 
 

Seventh Patrol: Tautog stood out of Fremantle on 11 May 1943 

and headed for a patrol area that included the Flores Sea, 

the Gulf of Boni, the Molucca Sea, the Celebes Sea, and 

the Moru Gulf. On 20 May, she sank a sampan with her deck 

guns. On 6 June, the submarine fired a spread of three torpedoes 

at a cargo ship off the entrance to Basalin Strait. The first torpe-

do scored a hit 20 seconds after being fired and a yellowish-

green flash went up amidships of Shinei Maru as she went 

down. Tautog sank the 4,474-ton cargo ship Meiten Maru on 20 

June, prior to ending her 53-day patrol at Pearl Harbor. This pa-

trol was no more successful; despite six torpedo and three gun 

attacks, she only sank two confirmed ships for 14,300 tons 

(reduced to 5,300 tons postwar).[29] The submarine was then 

routed back to the United States for an overhaul at Hunter's Point 

Navy Yard. She held refresher training when the yard work was 

completed and got underway for Hawaii. 

 

Eighth Patrol: On 7 October 1943, Tautog departed Pearl Harbor 

to patrol in waters near the Palau Islands. On 22 October, she 

surfaced near Fais Island to shell a phosphate plant. She 

sank Submarine Chaser Number 30 on 4 November.[30] and sub-

sequently damaged a tanker and three cargo ships. With all tor-

pedoes expended, Tautog tracked a convoy for two days while 

radioing its position back to Pearl Harbor before she returned 

to Midway Island on 18 November. 

 

Ninth Patrol: Tautog's ninth war patrol began on 12 December 

1943 and took her to Japanese home waters, southeast 

of Shikoku Island and along the southern coast of Honshū. On 

27 December, she fired a spread of three torpedoes at a freighter 

and made a similar attack on a passenger ship. However, she 

never learned the results of these attacks since enemy escorts 

forced her to go deep and kept her down for four hours while 

they rained 99 depth charges on her. On 3 January 

1944, Tautog tracked a cargo ship off the mouth of the Kumano 

Kawa River, approximately one-half mile from the seawall. She 

fired a spread of three torpedoes, turned, and headed for deep 

water. The submarine ran up her periscope, but an explosion 

filled the air with debris and obscured Saishu Maru from view as 

the freighter sank. The sound of approaching high-speed propel-

lers and a closing patrol plane convinced the submarine that it 

was time to depart. The next day, Tautog made radar contact 

with a ship and tracked the target while working toward a good 

firing position. A profligate spread of six torpedoes produced 

four hits which broke Usa Maru in half.  When last seen, the 

cargoman's bow and stern were both in the air. On 11 Janu-

ary, Tautog intercepted two freighters and launched three torpe-

does at the first and larger, and one at the second. Escorts forced 

the submarine deep, but timed explosions indicated a hit on each 

ship. Tautog was later credited with inflicting medium damage 

to Kogyo Maru. She returned to Pearl Harbor for a refit 

by Bushnell (AS-15) on 30 January, credited with two ships for 

9,700 tons (postwar, 6,000).[31] 

Tenth Patrol: Tautog's assignment for her tenth war patrol took 

her to the cold waters of the northern Pacific near the Kuril Is-

lands, from Paramushiro south to the main islands of Japan and 

the northeast coast of Hokkaidō. The submarine topped off with 

fuel at Midway and entered her patrol area on 5 March 1944. Her 

only casualty of the war occurred that day. While several mem-

bers of her crew were doing emergency work on deck, a giant 

wave knocked them all off their feet and swept one man, newly 

assigned Motor Machinist's Mate R. A. Laramee, overboard; a 

search for him proved fruitless.[32]  
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On 13 March, Tautog tracked a freighter until she reached a 

good position for an attack and then launched three torpedoes 

from 1,500 yards (1,400 m), of which two hit and stopped Ryua 

Maru. The target refused to sink, even after Tautog fired four 

more torpedoes into "the rubber ship".[33] To avoid wasting 

more precious torpedoes, the submarine surfaced and finished 

the job with her 5" gun. While she was attempting this, another 

ship came over the horizon to rescue survivors.[27] Leaving the 

bait sitting, Tautog dived and began a submerged approach, 

firing a spread of three torpedoes; cargo ship Shojen Maru sank, 

more quickly than her inexplicably durable sister.[27] As the sub 

headed homeward on the night of 16 

March, Tautog made radar contact on a convoy of seven ships 

off Hokkaidō. She maneuvered into position off the enemy's 

starboard flank so that two ships were almost overlapping and 

launched four torpedoes. After watching the first one explode 

against the nearer ship, Tautog was forced deep by an escort, 

but heard two timed explosions and breaking-up noises accom-

panied by more explosions. The American submarine pursued 

the remaining ships and attacked again from their starboard 

flank, firing three torpedoes at a medium-sized freighter and 

four at another ship. A Japanese destroyer closed the submarine, 

forced her deep, and subjected her to a depth charge attack for 

one and one-half hours. Tautog was officially credited with 

sinking Shirakumo (1,750 tons)[34] and the passenger/cargo 

ship Nichiren Maru, bringing her total for the patrol to five 

ships for 17,700 tons (reduced postwar to four for 11,300),
[35] one of the most aggressive, and successful, of the war. She 

returned to Midway on 23 March. 

 

Eleventh Patrol: During her next patrol, from 17 April to 21 

May 1944, Tautog (handed over to Thomas S. Baskett, formerly 

of USS S-37 (SS-142)) returned to the Kuril Islands. On 2 May, 

she sighted a cargo ship in a small harbor between Banjo 

To and Matsuwa To. The submarine launched four torpedoes 

from a range of 2,000 yards (1,800 m). One hit obscured the 

target. An hour later, Tautog fired two more and scored another 

hit. The 5,973-ton Army cargo ship Ryoyo Maru[33] settled in 24 

feet (7.3 m) of water, decks awash. The next morn-

ing, Tautog made radar contact in a heavy fog, closing the ene-

my ship and firing four torpedoes; two hit the target. The sub-

marine circled for a follow-up shot, but this was difficult as the 

water was covered with gasoline drums, debris, and life rafts. 

When Tautog last saw Fushimi Maru (5,000 tons)[33] through 

the fog, her bow was in the air. On 8 May, amid "swarms of 

ships"[33] the submarine contacted a convoy bound for Esan 

Saki. She fired torpedoes at the largest ship. One hit slowed the 

target, and two more torpedoes left Miyazaki Maru (4,000 tons)
[33] sinking by the stern. Escorts forced Tautog deep and depth 

charged her for seven hours without doing any damage. At 

dawn on 9 May, she fired on another freighter, missing.
[33] Three days later, the submarine fired her last three torpedoes
[33] at Banei Maru Number 2 (1,100 tons)[33] and watched her 

disappear in a cloud of smoke. When Tautog returned to Pearl 

Harbor, she was credited with four ships sunk for 20,500 tons 

(postwar reduced to 16,100).[36] 

 

Twelfth Patrol: On 23 June 1944, Tautog departed Pearl Harbor 

for Japanese waters to patrol the east coasts 

of Honshū and Hokkaidō. On 8 July, she stopped a small 

freighter dead in the water with one spread of torpedoes and 

followed with another spread that sank the ship. A lone survi-

vor, taken on board the submarine, identified the ship as Matsu 

Maru which was transporting a load of lumber 

from Tokyo to Muroran. The next day, Tautog was patrolling 

on the surface near Simusu Shima, when she sighted a ship 

coming over the horizon. She submerged, closed the range, 

identified the ship as a coastal steamer. Surfacing, the sub fired 

21 5" shells into the target, starting a fire and causing an explo-

sion that blew off the target's stern. She then rescued six survi-

vors from a swamped lifeboat who identified their ship as 

the Hokoriu Maru, en route from the Bonin Is-

lands to Tokyo laden with coconut oil. On 2 Au-

gust, Tautog sighted several ships off Miki Saki. She launched 

three torpedoes at a freighter from a range of 800 yards 

(730 m). The first hit caused a secondary explosion which ob-

scured the target, and the second raised a column of black 

smoke. When the air cleared, the cargo ship Konei Maru had 

sunk. The submarine was briefly attacked by escorts but evaded 

them and set her course for Midway. Tautog arrived there on 10 

August, credited with a disappointing two ships for 4,300 tons 

(postwar reduced to 2,800);[37] she was routed to the United 

States for overhaul. 

 

See USS Tautog, Page 30 

USS Tautog (SS-199) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.392-27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.392-27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkaid%C5%8D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Shirakumo_(1927)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-34
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nichiren_Maru&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-35
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_S._Baskett&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-37_(SS-142)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuril_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Banjo_To&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Banjo_To&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Matsuwa_To&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryoyo_Maru_(1931)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Esan_Saki&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Esan_Saki&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-Blair,_p.596-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-36
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honsh%C5%AB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkaid%C5%8D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muroran
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Simusu_Shima&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonin_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonin_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coconut_oil
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Miki_Saki&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-37
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Thirteenth Patrol: Tautog was back in Pearl Harbor in early 

December and, on 17 December 1944, began her 13th and last 

war patrol. She called at Midway and Saipan before taking her 

patrol station (in company with Silversides)[38] in the East Chi-

na Sea. On 17 January 1945, Tautog sighted a ship heading 

toward her. She attained a position and fired a spread of three 

torpedoes. One hit blew off the enemy's bow. She fired another 

torpedo from a range of 700 yards (640 m); and the loaded 

troopship, Transport Number 15, disintegrated. The bright 

moonlight of 20 January disclosed an enemy ship at a range of 

10,000 yards (9,100 m). Tautog maneuvered to silhouette the 

target against the moon and attacked with two torpedoes and 

then watched the ship sink. The submarine approached the 

wreckage and rescued one survivor who identified the ship as 

the motor torpedo boat tender Shuri Maru (1,800 tons),[39] en 

route from Tsingtao to Sasebo. The next day, Tautog damaged 

a tanker but could not evaluate the damage as she had to evade 

enemy escorts that were approaching. On her way back to Mid-

way Island, the submarine sank a wooden trawler with her 

deck guns. Her score for the patrol was three ships for 

8,500 tons (postwar, two for 3,300).[40] Tautog completed her 

patrol at Midway on 1 February 1945 and was assigned to 

training duty. On 2 March, the submarine shifted her opera-

tions to Pearl Harbor to assist aircraft in anti-submarine war-

fare for one month before heading for the United States. She 

reached San Diego on 9 April and operated in conjunction with 

the University of California's Department of War Research in 

experimenting with new equipment which it had developed to 

improve submarine safety. On 7 September, she headed for 

San Francisco to join the Pacific Reserve Fleet. Her orders 

were subsequently modified, and she got underway on 31 Oc-

tober for the East Coast. Tautog arrived at Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, on 18 November and was decommissioned on 8 

December 1945. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Victory was written by Clay Blair, a historian who 

served on United States submarines in World War Two. It is 

quite an old work, published in the late '70's. Most of the sub 

skippers were still alive at the time when he interviewed them. 

He also had access to much of the official records of the time 

and ends the book with very thorough appendices regarding  

the boats, the skippers, tonnage sunk and so forth. 

 

Dutch Kaiser (USSVI Bremerton Base) notes that the book 

SILENT VICTORY by Clay Blair Jr. describes the most im-

portant patrols in the Pacific made during WWII and all the 

significant submarine battles. Most of WWII submariners that  

I ever talked to recommended this book as an accurate account 

of the Submarine war in the Pacific. Great read.  

 

ISBN-10: 0397010893 ISBN-13: 978-0397010899 

USS Tautog (SS-199) Book Review—SILENT VICTORY  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Silversides_(SS-236)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-38
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_China_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motor_torpedo_boat_tender
http://www.combinedfleet.com/shuri_c.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-39
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qingdao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasebo,_Nagasaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)#cite_note-40
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth,_New_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth,_New_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tautog_(SS-199)
https://www.bookfinder.com/book/Silent_Victory/0397010893/
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Bremerton Base Supporters—2020 

Rig for Dive Periscope Depth Battle Stations Deep Submergence Unit  Citation 

$1—$19.99 $20—$29.99 $30—$49.99 $50—$99.99 $100+ 

Mike Wright (S)   

Mike VanDeCar (S)    

William Mead (S)  

Mike Gray (S)  

Warner Anderson (S) 

Ken LeMay (S) 

Don Bassler (S) 

Thomas Lee (S)  

James Smith (S) 

William Woodman (S) 

Flo Estoque (S) 

Robert Paulsen (S) 

Henry Fishel (S) 

Jim Foote (S) 

R Harris (S) 

Bill Reher (S) 

Bob Hulet (S) 

Gregory Lee (S) 

Ben Pastori (S) 

 Steve Corcoran (G) 

John Hertzberg (S) 

Dick Litscher (S) 

Catherine Kaiser (S)   

DC Nardone (G) 

Bob Springer (S) 

Bruce Carman (S) 

Dennis Anderson (S) 

William Hutterman (S) 

John Lynch (S) 

Leo Taflin (S) 

William Rose (S) 

Dale Derricote (S) 

Gale Brown (S) 

 

 

  

Gary Kaiser (S) 

Dave Bowman (G) 

Jack Hamilton (S)   

Steven Slaton (S)  

Jim Foote (S) 

Bud Atkins (S)  

Robert Liland (S) 

Michael Williamson (S) 

Jim Gibson (G) 

John Clear (S) 

C Kaiser  (S) 

Lynne Ryan (S) 

Fred Pando (S) 

Al Thurlow (S) 

B Tharp (S) 

Tommy Robinson (S) 

William Longman (S) 

Fred Green (S) 

Jan Stiffey (S) 

  

Paul Christofferson (S)  

Richard Chwasczewski (S)  

Michael Sincich (S)   

Neil Wollam (S) 

Earl Henson (S) 

Dennis Nardone ( S) 

Philip McGaughey (S) 

Donald Ehinger (S) 

Jerry Drumm (S) 

Louis Caretti (S) 

Ed Gibbs (S) 

Lee Romero (G) 

W Sieckowski (S) 

Rose Pittman (G) 

Lois Lee  (G) 

John Wardean (S) 

Raymon Mitchell (S) 

Guy Stitt (S) 

Gerald Stuart (S) 

Don Bassler (G) 

DC Nardone (G) 

DC Nardone (G) 

Stephen Corcoran  (G) 

Ralph Harris (G) 

Angus McColl (S) 

Don Dufour (S) 

Douglas Anderson (S) 

 

Calendar (C) 

General Fund (G) 

Scholarship Fund (S)  

Sail she may, shine she must – Old sailor term used to describe the monotony of shining brass and chrome when it felt like 

the priorities were more import to clean and shine rather than get underway to sea. 

Silent Service: USS Pargo 'The Pargo's Lucky Seventh' 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpxlBSNta3k   

Down Periscope Whale mating calls 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEpEv6kWdtw  

Editor’s Note: my regrets if your name is mistyped or missing from the Base Booster List. The Gertrude Check is being updated 

– your name/donation may be checked through the Base Treasurer.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpxlBSNta3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEpEv6kWdtw
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Please share the Puget Soundings  

with another Submariner 

DO NOT RETURN TO SENDER 

 

       All E-Board and Monthly Meetings are held at the 

Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) 521 National Ave, 

Bremerton 360.373.2296 unless otherwise noted. https://

frabranch29.com/  Bangor SK Visit are at Trident Training 

Facility Bangor https://www.public.navy.mil/netc/centers/

slc/ttfbangor/Default.aspx  

 

 All E-Board and General Membership Meetings will be 

Virtual Meetings until the Covid-19 Restrictions are 

lifted. Stay tuned via Facebook and Email for updates.  

 Bi-Monthly SK Sale – Trident Training Facility Ban-

gor are cancelled until the Covid-19 Restrictions are 

lifted.  

 

• Aug 15 (1000) General Membership Meeting 

• Sep 05 (0900) E-Board 

• Sep 19 (1000) General Membership Meeting  

• Sep 05 (0900) E-Board  

• Sep 19 (1000) General Membership Meeting  

• Oct 03 (0900) E-Board 

• Oct 17 (1000) General Membership Meeting 

• Nov 07 (0900) E-Board  

• Nov 21 (1000) General Membership Meeting 

 

 

Nov 1-6: Western Region Roundup 
https://wrroundup.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

All luncheons are from 11:30 to 13:00 unless otherwise not-

ed. Photographs  may be viewed at  

http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html 

• Round Table Pizza 3276 NW Plaza Rd #101, Silverdale 

360.698.4040 

• Spiro’s Pizza and Pasta 3201 NW Bucklin Hill Rd Sil-

verdale 360.698.4100 

• Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 9447 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-

verdale 360.698.1557  

• Los Cabos 4120 Wheaton Way, Bremerton 360.373.1320  

• Skippers Fish and Chowder 10725 Silverdale Way NW, 

Silverdale360.516.6265   

• Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-

verdale 360.352.9888()   

• Azteca 2936 Bucklin Hill Rd. Silverdale 360.698.2200 

• Brother Don’s 4200 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 360.377.8442 

• Oak Table Café 3290 NW Mt Vintage Way, Silverdale 

360.204.5198 

• Fujiyama Steak House 9989 Silverdale Way NW, Sil-

verdale 360.352.9888()   

• All Star Lanes 10710 Silverdale Way, Silverdale 

360.692.5760 

• Horse and Cow 536 4th St, Bremerton 360.627.9843 

• Olive Garden 3204 NW Randall Way, Silverdale 

360.613.0207  

Bremerton Base Calendar  (Including Soup Down Luncheons)  

We are going to play this by ear—the  Soup Downs will 

recommence upon the lifting of the Covid-19 restrictions. 

Parade & Soup Down Chair: John Gardner 

jgardner@donobi.net 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/521+S+National+Ave,+Bremerton,+WA+98312/@47.5571418,-122.6704939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54903703f90394bd:0x9ef1cb7fd7a27071!8m2!3d47.5571418!4d-122.6683052
https://www.google.com/maps/place/521+S+National+Ave,+Bremerton,+WA+98312/@47.5571418,-122.6704939,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54903703f90394bd:0x9ef1cb7fd7a27071!8m2!3d47.5571418!4d-122.6683052
https://frabranch29.com/
https://frabranch29.com/
https://www.public.navy.mil/netc/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.aspx
https://www.public.navy.mil/netc/centers/slc/ttfbangor/Default.aspx
https://wrroundup.com/
http://gertrude-check.org/soupdown.html

